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TO

THE BARON PL UNKET,

LORD CHANCELLOR OF IRELAND.

My DEAR LORD,

EVEN whilst the twilight of life is rapidly descending
into that mysterious night, by which the whole human
race must inevitably be enveloped, there yet remains one
gratification, which, whilst intellect survives, age cannot
deprive us of, the recollection of past pleasures.

To me none afford more happy recollections than the
splendid days of my variegated life, spent in the society
of those great and gifted characters, who once adprned
that talented and happy island, we were then proud to
call the place of our nativity.

From that society all distinctions of party were ba-
nished, and politics were forgotten; all merged in the
general glow of private friendship; there were no con-
tests save those of wit, no emulation but in the animated
sallies of classic conviviality, there your talents were con-
spicuous, and your elevation was predicted. In those
societies our intimacy commenced, and generated a
friendship, from which my heart and my actions have
never for one moment deviated.

.:'::t.
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No man knew me better than your Lordship, no man
kn~ws better the sacrifices I made to uphold our country.
Once I was formidable to its enemies; but I haye lost
my sting, and it required the strength of more than ordi-
nary philosophy to bear .up against that overwhelming
weight of injustice, illegality, haughty and irresistible
oppression, which, through unconstitutional proceedings,
and for a palpably corrupt purpose, were heaped upon
one of the oldest and most proven friends of the British
Monarchy. I trust, however, to the justice and liberality
of a reformed representation to afford me a full oppor-
tunity of bringing before their eyes, that unprecedented
scene of injustice, and of convincing the Empire, that
real culprits, of the higher orders, were at the same
moment, not only screened, but elevated.

On the most important subject that ever agitated (and
has not ceased to agitate) the British Empire, our sen-
timents, my Lord, were congenial: we fought side by
side in the cause of Ireland, upon that vital point I
yielded my warmest friends, and acquired most inveterate
enemies, you broke from no connexion, talent, patriotism,
eloquence and integrity stamped your character; I feel,
therefore, that, as the intimate of my society, the comrado
of IDf battles, and, I believe, the friend of my declining
years, I should pay to you this tribute of regard, by pre-
senting to you a volume, which fills up the chasm of
events for twenty of the most momentous years of Irish
History; and, if God gives me health to complete what
I am undertaking, the reigns of the seven Viceroys
which have succeeded the Union shall be given to the
public, as an irrefragable proof of the truth of the predic-
tions, which, in 1800, were urged in vain ao-ainst the
adoption of that disastrous measure. t>

As some novel points of view in which I have in this
volume placed the present state of the Union questio~
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spring solely from myself, they are only to be considered
as the isolated opinion of a worn-out public man; full
perhaps of those national prejudices, which are insepara-
ble from his nature, but excusable when they are genu-
ine, and founded on the purest principles of equity and
constitution.

One of the proudest days of my life was that when, a
candidate for the Metropolis of Ireland, the five first

. names found on my tally, were those of the Grattan, G.
Ponsonby, Plunket, Curran, and Ball; you, my Lord,
are the only survivor of that illustrious group, who has
lived to see the fulfilment of their prophecies, and in that
point of view, I feel that not only my private friendship,
but almost public duty, commands me to present to you
a work, which, whilst narrating the glorious, but nnsuc-
cessful struggles of our common country, for its Inde-
pendence, offers a feeble and melancholy tribute to the
patriotism of those illustrious characters, whose memory
will ever be revered by a generous and grateful people.

Believe me, my dear Lord, to be,
'With the utmost sincerity,

Yours most faithfully,
JONAH BARRINGTON.

Paris, 1st of May, 1833.
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MORE than thirty summers have now passed by, since
that disastrous measure, called a "legislative Union"
extinguished at one blow, the pride, the prosperity, and
the Independence of the Irish Nation.

A measure \\'hich, under the false colours of guarding
for ever against a disunion of the Empire, has taken the
longest and surest stride to lead it to dismemberment.

A measure which, instead of "consolidating the
strength and resollrce of tlte Empire," as treacherously
expressed from the Throne of the Viceroy, has, through
its morbid operation, paralyzed the resources of Ireland i
whilst England is exhausting her own strength, squan-
dering her own treasures, and clipping her own constitu-
tion, to uphold a measure, effected by corruption, and
maintained by oppression.

A measure which, pretending to tranquillize, has in fact
excited more hostile, and I fear, interminable disgust,
than had ever before existed between the two nations,
and has banished from both, that mutual and invigorating
attachment, which was daily augmenting, under the con-
tinuance of the federative connexion.

The protecting body of the country gentlemen have
evacuated Ireland, and in their stead, we now find official
clerks, griping agents, haughty functionaries, and proud
Clergy; the resident Aristocracy of Ireland, if not quite
extinguished, is hourly diminishing; and it is a political
truism, that the coexistence of an oligarchy, without a.
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cabinet, a resident executive, and an absent legislation,
tenants without landlords, and magistrates without It'gal
knowledge, must be, from its nature, a form of constitu-
tion at once incongruous, inefficient, and dangerous.
The present is a state which cannot exist; it is a strug-
gle, that cannot continue, there is "a tide" in the. affairs
of Empires, as well as of individuals; every fever has a
crisis: Ireland is in one now, I am no fanatic, I am the
partisan only of tranquillity, in the country where I drew
my first breath.

The people of England, and also of some continental
kingdoms, are fully aware of the distracted state of Ire-
land, but are at a loss to account for it; it is now how-
ever in proof, that thirty-three years of Union have been
thirty-three years of beggary and disturbance, and this
result, I may fairly say, I always foresaw.

And when my humble sentiments as to the susc8pti-
bility of Ireland, and the misrule that seems entailed on
her generations, have the honor of coinciding with those
of the qighest authority in England, on that subject, I
feel myself invincible in the position, that "If Ireland
was well governed she would be the brightest jewel in
the King's Crown. The proof that the people are not bad
is that during two rebellions in 1715 and 1745 that raged
in Scotland and England, the Irish people were quite
quiet. But she has been badly governed, and has not
and does not improve with the rest of the Empire."

In fact the world has now become not only enlighten-
ed, but illuminated, by the progress of political informa-
tion; and it is clear as day that there are but two ways
through which eight millions of Irish population can e~e;
be governed with secu~'ity.: either through the re-enjoy-

.,r her own constitutIOn, and volulltary affection to
or by physical force of arms, and the tempo-

t of conquest, the former even now requires only
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the will of England, and the word reconciliation; but
both ancient and modern examples fully prove, that the
whole physical force and power of Great Britain might
find itself dangerously deceived in trying to establish by
the sword, a system so repugnant to the very nature of
the English people.

During the short reign of Earl Fitzwilliam with a resi-
dent legislature, five thousand men were sufficient to
garrison every spot of Ireland, under the protracted reign
of the present Viceroy, more than thirty thousand sol-
diers are found necessary, to enforce obedience even to a
single statute of the Imperial legislature.

These are proofs and matters of fact, they carry con.
viction to the reason of every man susceptible of convic-
tion, and of every party not hurried away by prejudice,
and great Britain herself must now perceive that above
a third of her military are employed in Ireland, by her
minister, to keep down the exuberant spirit of that people,
and that army paid out of the English purse, by taxes
levied on the English people, is solely maintained to
extinguish that very spirit which they have themselves
so triumphantly exercised to obtain a reform of their own
corrupt legislature.

The subjects of this volume, and some novel sugges-
tions and doctrines it embodies, '.vill of course excite
many different opinions, as to the object of its author, in
producing such a work, at so critical an epocha of the
British Empire. I therefore hesitate not a moment in
avowing my reasons; they are just, true, and con-
ciliatory; one is to dispel that profound ignorance of the
real state of Ireland, its claims and its deprivations,
which appears to have pervaded every class of the
British people, and in which lack of information, so great
a proportion even of the present Parliament appears to
participate.
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But above all to convince the British people, that they
are the very worst friends of the connexion, who raise up
a "repeal of the Union" as a sprite to terrify the Engli~h
people, into a false belief that it would be only a certam
prelude to a separation of the countries.

Never yet was a more mischievous or false position
forced on the credulity of an uninformed people; whoever
reads this volume will detect that falsehood; there they
will find, by comparing times and incidents, that, so far
from a resident legislature being a ground of separation,
it was the knot that indissolubly united them, whilst the
increasing miseries of Ireland, arising from this Union,
are only the prelude to a convulsive separation of the two
countries.

In the body of this volume (page 391,) I have given
my suggestion as to the term "Repeal of the Union"
and my opinion, that no power of the Irish representa-
tives or trustees, could enact a line of it, that as a consti-
tutional measure, it is a nullity unqualified, and that no
such Union de jure, is at present in existence.

I must here observe in reply to the ingenious verbiage
of my able friend Baron Smith of the Irish Exchequer
Bench, that of all the feeble attempts to uphold the affir-
mative of that untenable position, his alone is worthy of
the most trivial animadversion.

When simply a member of the extinguished legisla-
ture, he might, like many others, have supported that
vicious doctrine for his temporary purposes; but it is to
be lamented, that being a judge he still supports the same
d~~rine, as to the competence of Parliament, though so
dIStinct,lyand palpably repugnant to the eternal principles
of Ju~tIce, and Equity, which form the very essence and
.tb.e ~tice of his jurisd iction. '

It~jrnpossible to reconcile such pertinacious retention
of that doctrine, save through a supposition, that die
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subtlety of sophistry and metaphysics, have suggested to
his fancy, some imaginary distinction between that equity
to which private property, and public right, have been
invariably and equally entitled; and that an individual
may be entitled to a justice, which a people can be
deprived of; and a constitution betrayed by the very
trustees, who were delegated for its protection.

The case of England and Ireland is not merely a
question of law, or even simply of constitution; it is a
question actually embracing the law of nations, com-
mercial treaties existed between them as independent
countries, and Ireland enjoyed for eighteen years all the
rights which the law of nations confers on independent
states.

The difficulties of dissolving the union are exaggera-
ted, the situation of both countries presented far greater
obstacles for their arrangement in 1782, than are at this
moment existing.

England at that period had usurped a dominion over
the Irish legislature; policy and justice, called on her to
relinquish that dominion; she obeyed the call, and the
repeal of her own statute (sixth George I.) by inference
admitted the usurpation of centuries.

Still the power of re-enactment remained; Ireland
claimed a statutable renunciation of such a power, and
a guarantee for the entire and unqualified Independence
of the Irish legislature, and realm, for et"er.

England saw, and admitted, the policy and justice of
the demand; she again obeyed the call, and voluntarily
did guarantee for ever, the independence and integrity
of Ireland.

The experiment succeeded, and both countries pros-
pered. The Union was enacted, and both countries feel
the ruin of it.

England, therefore, has only to act upon the very same
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principle of honour, policy, and justice, as in 1782, and
follow her former precedent, which conferred such bene-
fits on both-Ireland has nothing to repeal; her Parlia-
ment was incompetent, and her statute was a nullity.
The English Act of Union was a statute de jure) and
may be renounced as in 1782.

I cannot terminate these observations, without express-
ing how much the arrangement and the correctness of
this volume, owe to the research, and revision, of my
zealous and talented friend, Doctor Halliday of Paris.
That congeniality of sentiment which generated our
mutual friendship, excited that exertion, and gives me
the pleasing opportunity) of saying, how much my esteem
has been encreased, by a more intimate knowledge of his
mind and of his principles.

Paris, 1st May, 1833.
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THE IRISH NATION.
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raeter of Lord Clare-His intolerance-His political inconsistency-
His fall.

I. MORE than six centuries had passed away, since Ire-
land had first acknowledged a subordinate connexion
with the English Monarchy-her voluntary but partial
submission to the sceptres of Henry and of Richard had
been construed by their successors into the right of con-
quest-and the same spirit of turbulence and discord,
which had generated the treachery and treasons of
~FMorrough, was carfully cultivated by every English
potentate, as the most effectual barrier against the strug-
gles of a restless and semi-conquered people--and Ire-
land, helpless and distracted, groaned for ages in obscu-
rity, under the accumulated pressure of internal strife
and external trrranny.

The apathy produced by this habitual oppression had
long benumbed the best energies of Ireland i-her
national spirit, depressed by the heavy hand of arbi.-
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trary restraint, almost forgot its o\rn existence; and the
proudest language of her constitntion could only boast,
that she was the annexed dependant of a greater and a
freer country ..

It was not until an advanced stage of the AmeTican
revolt had attracted the attention of enlightened Europe
to the first principles of civil liberty, that Ireland began
steadily to reflect on her own deprivations. Commerce
and constitution had been withdrawn from her grasp,
and the usurped supremacy* of the British Parliament
gave a death-blow to every struggle of Irish inde-
pendence ..

II. But in whatever relative situation the two natIOns
really stood, the same jealous and narrow principle might
be perceived uniformly attending every measu:e enacted
as to the Irish people. If at any time a cheermg ray of
commercial advantage chanced for a moment .to II~l~-
minate the dreary prospects of Ireland, the sordid spmt
of monopoly instantly arose in England, and rendered
every effort to promote a beneficial trade, or ad vance a
rival manufacture, vain and abortive.

Commercial jealousy and arbitrary government united,
therefore, to suppress every struggle of the Irish nation,
and root up every seed of prosperity and civilization.

Alarmed at the increasing population, the unsubdued
spirit, and the inexhaustible resources of that strong and
fertile island; a dread of her growing power excited a
f';ln~c~ousjealousy .of her future importance. In her
!Imldlty or her avance, England lost sight of her truest
mtere~ts, and of her nobler fe~lings; and kings, usurpers,
and viceroys, as they respectively exercised the powers
of.governm~nt? all act~d ~owards Ireland upon the same
blmd an~ arbltary. prmclpl~s, w~1ich they had imbibed
from their educatIOn, or mhented from their prede-
cessors.

This desperate policy, so repugnant to the attachment,
an.d.fatal to the repose. of the two conntries, excited the
spmt of eternal warfare :-an enthusiastic love of na-

• The claim of the British Parliament to bind Ireland by British
statutes w~ at length most ably refuted by Mr. William Molyneux
~pl'l!Sentati':l for Dublin University, in his celebrated work, published
m 1698, entitled .. 1M Case qf Ireland."
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tional independence sharpened the sword and the zealots
of religious iimaticism threw away thd scabbard-the
septs fought against each other, the l~ng\ish against a11-
!he population ,vas thinned, but the survivors became
Jl1vetcrate; and though the wars and the massacres of
Elizabeth and of Crornwcll, by depopulating, appeared to
have sul~jugated the nation-the triumph was not glori-
otIs-and the conquest was not complete.

Direct persecution against principles only adds fuel to
a conflagration-the persons of men may'be coerced-
but it is beyond the reach of human power to subdue the
rooted, hereditary passions and prejudices of a perse-
vering, ardent, and patriotic people :-such a nation
may be gained over by address, or seduced by dissimula-
tion, but can never be reclaimed by force, or overcome
by persecution--yet frolll the ycry first intercourse be-
tween the t,vo count rips, that clcstrnctin~ system of force
and of dissension, ,vllicit so palpably led to the miseries
of Ireland, had been sedulously cultivated, and unremit-
tingly persevered in.

Thus grie,.ously oppressed, and ruinously disunited,
Ireland struggled often, but she struggled in vain: the
weight of her chains was too heavy for the feebleness of
her constitution, and every eill)rt to enlarge her liberty
only gave a new pretext to the conqueror, to circum-
scribe it within a still narrower compass,

On the same false principle of government this op-
pressed nation was also systematically retained in a state
of the utmost obscurity, and represellted to the ,\'orld as
an insignificant and remote island, remarkable only for
her tnrhnlence and sterility: and so perfectly did this
misrepresentation sllcceed, titat, while every republic and
minor nation of Emope had hecome the theme of tra-
yellers, and the sul:ject of historians, Ireland was Yisite~
only to he despised, and spoken of only to be calumIll-
ated. In truth, she is as yet but little known hy tl}e rest.
of Europe, and but partially eyen to the pe.op~eat Eng-
land. But when the extraordinary capalnl1tles, the re-
sonrces, and the pO\\'er5 of Ireland arc ft~lly developed,
an interest must arise in every breast, ,dllCh reflects on
her misfortunes. It is time that the curt1.1in,which has
been so long interposed between Treland and the rest of

3
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Europe, should be dr~wn a~icle 1\)1' enr, and a jnst jud~-
ment formed of the nnpollC'Y of measures, wlncl.\ ha ...e
been adopted nominally to goyerll, but substantially to
suppress her p0,:v~r and prosperity.

III, The positIOn of Ireland upon the ~ace of the
globe peculiarly ~ormed her ti)!' m\.iYersa~ l1l~e.rco~lfse,
and adapted her III eYery respect tor leglslat1\ e lI1de-
pendence, Separated by a great sea from England-
the Irish people, dissimilar in customs, more than .equal
in talent, and vastly superior in energy, possess an Island
about 900 miles in circumference; with a climate, for
the general mildness of temperature and moderation of
seasons, unrivalled in the universe-the parching heats,
or piercing colds, the deep snows, the torrent, and the
hurricane, which other countries so fatally experience, are
here unknown. Though her great expnslll'c to the spray
of the Atlantic increases the humidity of the atlllospllC're,
it adds to the fecundity of the soil, and distillgnishcs her
fertile fields by the productions of an almost perpetual
vegetation.

The geographical situation of Ireland is not less
favorable to commerce, than her climate is to agricul-
ture. Her position on the western extremity of Europe
would enable her to intercept the trade of the neW
world from all other nations-the merchandise of Lon-
~on, of Bristol, and of Liverpool, skirt her shores, before
It arrives at its Own destination; and some of the fll1est
harbours in the world invite the inhabitants of this
gifted island to accept the trade of India and form the
emporium of Europe. )

The in~ernal an~ natura! adv,antages of Ireland are
great and mexhausbbl;. Rich mmes are found in almost
every quarter of the Island; gold is discovered in the
beds of stre~ms, and washed from the sands of rivulets-
the ~ountams ~re ge~l~rally arable to their summits-the
valhes exce.ed III [erbItty the most prolific soils of Eng-
land-the Tlvulets, which flow alona- the declivities adapt
the, country most peculiarly to the" improvement ~f irri-
gab,on; aHd the bogs and mosses of Ireland utterly
unlike !he fens an~ marshes of England, emit ~o damp
or nODOUS eXhalatIOns; and give a plentiful and cheer-
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mg fuel to the surrounding peasantry; or, when 1'e-
tlaimcd, become the most luxuriant pastures.

The population of Ireland is great and progressive.
Above fin~* millio:ls of a brave and hardy race of men
nre seen scattered through the fields, or swarming in the
villages-a vast redundancy of grain, and innumerable
flocks and herds, should tilrnish to them not only the
source of trade, but every means of comf()rt.

Dublin, the second city in the British empire, though
it yields in extent, yields not in architectural beauties to
the metropolis of England. For some years previous to
the Union, its progress was excessive-the locality of the
parliament-the constant residence of the nobility and
commons-the magnificent establishments of the vice-
regal court-the indefatigable hospitality of the people-
and the increa:,ing commerce of the port, all together
gave a brilliant prosperity to that splendid and luxurious
capital.

Ireland,t possessing the strongest features of a power-
ful state, though labouring under every disadvantage
which a restricted commerce and a jealous ally could inflict
upon her prosperity, might still have regarded with con-
tempt the comparatively unequal resources and inferior
powers of half the monarchies of Europe. Her insular
situation-her great fertility-the character of her
people-the amount of her revenues-and the extent of
her population, gave her a decided superiority over
other nations, and rendered her crown, if accompanied
by her affections, not onIrt a brilliant but a most sub-
stantial ornament to the British empire.

However, though gifted, and enriched by the hand of
Nature, the fomented dissensions of her own natives had
wedded Ireland to poverty, and adapted her to subjuga-

* Xow ttPlcards rf eight millions."/ ..
t The relative size of Ireland, compared to England and 'Wales, 15

about 1" to 30. It contains about eig.hteen millions of acres; IS about
2R.5 miles Ion", and ahm"e 160 broad. In time of war she lends more
than one hun(Jred tholJsanJ sol,licr~ and sailors to the English lIeet and
army, and retains at home above one million of hardy men, from 17 to
47 ,"ear:; of a:l;e, tit to bear arms.

+" In the .'err worJ:; of the hi::;hest authority in Great Britain this
day, " If Well gov.:rnd, Ireland wOllld be the bnghtest Jewel ill the
king's crown."
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tion-hcr innate capacities lay dormallt and, ill:lcti~'e-
her dearest interests were forgotten hy !lC'rse,lt,0:' l:esIS!C~
by her ally: and the gifts and bmntles of a fa, n,mmt>
Providence,' though lavished, were lost on a dlnded
people. 1

IV. By the paralyzing system thus adopted towan s
Ireland she was at lCIU!:threduced to the lowest ebb-
her po{-erty and distresses, almost at tlwiy extent, were
advancing fast to their final consumnmtlon-,her ,com-
merce had almost ceased-her mallufactllres cxtJllgmshed
-her constitution withdrawn-the people ahsolutely
desponding-while public and individual bankruptcy
finished a picture of the deepest misery;* amI the year
1779 found Ireland almost every thing hut what such a
country and such a people ought to have been.

This lamentable state of the Irish nation was not the
result of anyone distinct cause: a cOlllhirmtion of de-
pressing circumstances united to hear down every,pro-
gressive effort of that injured people. Immured III a
labyrinth of difficulties and embarrassments, no clew waS
found to lead them through the mazes of their prison;
and, helpless and desponding, they sunk into a dos? of
torpid inactivity, while their humiliated and inetliclent
parliaments, restrained by foreign and arbitrary laws,
subjected to the dictation of the British Council, and
obstructed in the performance of its constitutional func-
tions, retained scarcely the shadow of an independent
legislature.

A statute of Henry the Seventh of England, framed

• This wretched period cannot be more pathetically described, than by
a most able and just statement of Irish grievances, published in the year
1779, by Mr. H~ly Hutchinson, (father of the present Lords Donough.
more and Hutchmson,) then Provost of the Dublin lJniyersity, an elo-
quent and very dlstmg<w,hed member of the Irish Parliament. In his
boo~ entitled." Cominewlll Res/ralnts," Mr. Hutchinson gives a pa-
thetIc descnptJOn ot the st"te to whIch Ireland was reduced by the jeal-
ous and narrow polin. of England,

TI~is book acquireS so mud I character, and spoke so many plain !Tuths,
that lor many' Yl'ar,. It ".as quo!",l as .an a1lthority in the Irish Parlia-
~en~ 11r. 1-100'] ollpn J'Tbrpd, that, II there were but two copies of it
In pnnt .. he woul,t gin' a thousand pounJs for one of them, It will be
mterestmg ,to compare the miserable state of Ireland in 1779 with her
P~nty III 1794, when she bad enjoyed only twelve years of consti.
tutional IlIdependence and unrestricted commerce.
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by his Attorney-Gener:tl, Sir Edw:trd Poyning, re-
strained the Irish Parlinment from originating any law
whatever, either in the Lords or Commons. Before any
statute could he finally discnsscd, it was previously to be
suhmitted to the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland and his
Privy Council, for their consideration, who might at their
pleasure reject it, or transmit it to England. If trans-
mitted to England, the British Attorney General and
Privy Council were invested "with a power either to sup-
press it altogether, or model it at their own will, and
then return it to Ireland, with permission to the Irish
Parliament to pass it into a la\v, but without any altera-
tion, though it frequently returned from England so
changed, as to retain hardly a trace of its original fea-
tures, or a point of its origilnl object.

Yet, as if this arbitr,uy la \V were insufficient to secure
Great Britain from the eifect of those rival advantages,
which Ireland might in process of time e\"entually ac-
quire; and as if that counteracting power, with which
En3land had im-ested herself br the law of Poyning,
were unequal to the task of effectually suppressing all
rivalship of the Irish people, and independence of the
Irish Parliament; it was thought advisable by Great
Britain, to usurp a positive right to legislate for Ireland,
without her own consent, or the interference of her Par-
liament: and a law was accordingly enacted at ",Vest-
minster, in the sixth year of the reign of George the
First, by one sweeping clause of which England assumed
a despotic power, and declared her inherent right to bind
Ireland bv even" British statute. in which she should be
expresst.v designated: and thus; by the authority of the
British Council on the one hand, and the positive right
assumed by the British Parliament upon the other, Ire-
land retained no more the attributes of an independent
nation, than a monarch, attended in a dungeon with all
the state and trappings of royalty, and bound han~ and
foot in golden shackles, could be justly styled. an mde-
pendent potentate.

The effect of this tyrannical and ruinous system fell
most heavilv all the tr,~de of Ireland. Its influence was
experienced" not merely by any particular branc~ of com-
merce but in every stage ot manufacture, at arts, of

, 3*
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trade, and of agriculture, In every struggle of the Irish
Parliament to promote the cor:u.-nerce or the, manufac-
tures of their country, the Bntlsh monopohze~'s ":ere
perpetually victorious;, and, even the specul~tI,:e Jea-
lousy of a manufacturmg vl~lagc of Great Bntam was
of sufficient weight to negatIve any measure, however
beneficial to the general prosperity of the sister country.

The same jealousy and the same system, which ope-
rated so fatally against the advancement of her com-
merce, operated as strongly against the improvement of
her constitution. England was well aware, that the
acquirement of an independent Parliament would he the
sure forerunner of commercial liberty ; and, possessed of
the means to counteract these objects, she seemed de-
termined nover to relax the strength of that power, by
the despotic exercise of which Ireland had been so long
continued in a state of thraldom.

But exclusive of these slavish restraints (the necessary
consequence of a dependent legislature,) another system,
not less adverse to the general prosperity of the whole
island, than repugnant to the principles of natural justice
and of sou!ld pOlicy" had been long acted upon with
every seventy, that bIgotry could suggest, or intolerance
could dictate.

Y. The penal statutes, undrr the tyrannical pressure
of ,vhich the Catholics had so long and so cr1'ievously
laboured, though in some instances mftened down still
bore hea-yily upon four-fi~i:hs of the Irish populatio'n-a
code, which would ~a,:,ed.ishonoured even the sanguinary
pen ?f !lraeo, had mfhc,ted every pain and penalty, every
r?stnctlon and oppreSSIOn,under which a people could
hnge~ out a n~is?rablo existence. By these statutes, the
e,xerclso of, relIgIOn had been held a crime, the educQ.
han of chIldren a high misdemeal1Ollr-the son was
el1collf~ged to ,betray his father-the child rc\\'arded for
the nun. of IllS parent-the honse of God declared a
pnblIc Il111SaIlCf'-lheottir'intillO'J1n5to1'J)I'ocl~I'lllnd t'I" I ' ," " . u. <. an ou -
.1\\-1 le,a,"q 1ll.n>lJlf' IIt 01 prnperty aJlsn[ulcly prohibited-
the exerCIse 01 t1'ad..,; ]'estranwd-plunder le:::alized in
~ou:ts of law, ,n~ld!1rf'ar'~1of trust rewarded ill courts of
o1U~ty-the Ins.l CatllOh~ exduded from the possession

ny office or occupatlon in the state, the law, the
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army, the navy, the municipal bo~ies, and the cha~te~ed
corporations-and the nuld doctrInes of the Chnstlan
faith perverted, even in the pulpit, to the worst purposes
of religious persecution.

Yet unuer this galling yoke the Irish, for near eighty
years remaineu tranquil and suhmissive. The ignorance,
into which poverty anu wretchedness had plunged that
people, prevented them ii-om perceiving the whole extent
of the oppression; and these penal laws, while they ope-
rated as an insuperable bar to the advancemcnt of the Ca-
tholic, deeply atIected the general interest of the Protes-
tant. The impoverished tenant-the needy lanulord-the
unenterprising merchant-the idle artisan, coulu all trace
the origin of their ~\Vantsto the enactment of these sta-
tutes. Profession was not permitted to engage the mind
of youth, or education to cultivate his understanding.
Dissolute habits, the certain result of idlencss and illi-
terateness, were consequently making a rapid progress in
almost every class of society. The gentry were not
exempt from the habits of the peasant; the spirit of in-
dustry took her flight altogether from the island; and,
as the loss of commerce and constitution had no counter-
acting advantages, every thing combined to reduce Ire-
land to a state of the most general anu unqualified
depression.

VI. It was about this period, when the short-sighted
policy of the British Government had by its own arbi-
trary proceedings planted the seeds of that political
philosophy, afterwarus so fatal to the most powerful
l1l?narchies of Europe, that Ireland began to feel herself
atfected by the struggles of America. The spirit of in-
dependence had crossed the Atlantic, and the Irish
people, awakened from a trance, beheld with anxiety the
contest, in which they now began to feel an interest.
They regarded with admiration the exertions of a colony
combating for the first principles of civil liberty, and
giving to the world an instructive lesson of fortitude and
perseverance.

Spread over a vast expanse of region, America, with-
out wealth-without resources-without population_
without fortresses-without allies-had every thing to
contend with, and every thing to conquer. But freedom
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was her call and as if she had been designated by Provi-
dence for a~l example to the universe of \vhat eve~
powerless states can achieve by: cnthusiasl1! al~d unam-
mity, her strength increased with her depnvatlOl1S, and
the firmness of one great and good man convertcd ~he
feebleness of a colony into the power of an emplr~.
The defeats of \Vashingtol1 augmented his armie~-h~s
wants and necessities called forth his intellect-wlllle his
wisdom, firmness, and moderation, procured him power-
ful friends, and secured him ultimate victory. 'rhe
strength of Great Britain at length yielded to the vigor
of his mind, and the unflinching fortitude of his people i
and Lord Cornwallis, (the chosen instrument fo~ ?p-
pressing heroic nations,) by his defeat and his captiVity,
established the independence of America. The arrogance
of England bowed its proud head to the shrine of liberty,
and her favorite general led back the relics of his con-
quered army, to commemorate in the mother country
the impotence of her power, and emancipation of her
colonies.

\Vhile these great events were gradually proceeding
towards their final completion; Ireland became every day
a more anxious spectator of the arduous conflict-every
~ncident in America began to communicate a sympathetic
Impnlse to the Irish people :-the moment was critical :_
the nation became enlightened-a patriotic ardor took
possession of her whole. frame, and, before she had well
~nsi?-ered ~he object of her solicitude, the spark of con-
stltubon~l hbl:r.ty had found its way into her bosom.

The disposItIOnofIreland to avail herself of the circum-
stances of those times, so favourable to the attainment of
her ri~hts, now ope~lly.avowed itself. HOT determination
to claim her ~onStltutlOn from the British Government
became unequivocal, and she heg-anto assume the attitude
~nd langnage. of a nation" entitled to independclI("e."_r~('sound 01 ar!llS and tllP ,'o(ee of fn'f'dom echoed from
c~ery IjnartPf 01 lhl' Island-..-<1istillctiollswere forgotten
or dlsrf'gard~'d~,'pry rallk, eyery religion, alike ~aught
th~ general kPllllg .... hut hnlllll'ss awl discretion chUJ~ac-
~~~l her rfOcPpdmgs:--sIH'.~radllally arose from torpor
that ~llntY-IH'r nallye spmt drew aside the curtain,

80 long concealed her from the world j and
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exhibited an armed and animated peopl~, c~aimin8"their
natural rights, and denym(~il.lgtheir constltu!lOnal h~erty.

'Yhen the dawn ot pohtical hberty begms to diffuse
itself over a nation. (!,Teatami gifted characters suddenly
sprincy UI) from al~low" the people-animated by new

" " l' . 1 1subjects, their various talents am pnnc:p cs )ecome
denloped-they interweave thelnsel:'es '~"lth ~hc events
of their country, become inseparable trom Its misfortunes,
or identified with its prosperity ..

Ireland, at this era, possessed many men of supenor
capacities-some distinguished by their pure attachment
to constitutionalliberty--others by their slavish deference
to ruling powers and patronizing authorities. Among
those whom the spirit of these times called forth to public
notice was seen one of the most bold and energetic leaders
of modern days an anticipated knowledge of whose mark-
ed and restless character is a necessary prefacc to a recital
of Irish recurrences, in which the cfi:.'cts of his pas,;ions
,,"ill be c,'erv where traced, and the mischie,'ous errors of
his jndgmerit be perceived and lamented.

VII. This person was John Fitzgibbon, afterwards Earl
of Clare-Attorney General, and Lord High Chancellor
of Ireland. His ascertained pedigree was ShOTt,though
his name bespoke an c:J.rlyrespectability. His gr:J.ndfather
was obscure-his father, intended for the profession of a
Catholic pastor, but possessing a mind superior to the
habits of monkish seclusion, procured himself to be called
to the Irish bar, where his talents raised him to the
highest estinmtion, and fimlly cstablished him in fame
and fortune.

John Fitzgibhon, the second son of this man, was.called
t? the bar ill li72. ~aturally dissipated, he for some
tunc attended but little to the duties of his profession;
~ut on the death of his elder brother and his father, he
lound himself ill possession of all those advantages, which
led him rapidly forward to the extremity of his objects.
COllsldemblc f(lrtune-professionul talents--extensive
eOllllexinns--ulld undismayed confidence, elevated hun to
those stations, on which he afterwards appeared so' con-
sPlcllously seated; while the historic eye, as it tollows
his career, perceives him lightly bounding over every
obstacle, which checked his course, to that goal where all
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the trophies and thorns of power were collected for his
~0~ ...

In the Earl of Clare we find a man emmently gIfted
with talents ada~C!_ either for a blessing o~' a ~nrse to
the nation he inhabited; but early enveloped 111 Im\,h and
dazzling authority, he lost his way; and considering his
power as a victory, he ruled his country as a conqu~st :-:-
indiscriminate in his frieildships-and implacable 111 Ins
animosities-he carried to the grave all the passions of
his childhood.

He hated powerful talents, because he feared them j
and trampled on modest merit, because it was incapable
of resistance. Authoritative and peremptory in his ad-
dress; commanding, able, and arrogant, in his lan?\u~ge,
a daring contempt for public opinion was the fatal pn~l~lple
which misguided his conduct; and Ireland became dIvlde.d
between the friends of his patronage-the slaves of Ius
power-and the enemies to his tyranny.

His character had no medium, his manners no medio-
crity-the example of his extremes was adopted by his
intimates, and excited in those who knew him feelings
either of warm attachment, or of rivetted aversion.

'While he held the seals in Ireland, he united a vigorous
capacity with the most striking errors: as a judge, he
collected facts with a rapid precision, and decided on them
with a prompt asperity: hut he hated precedent, and
despised the highest judicial authorities, because they
were not his own.

As a.politician and a statesman, the character of Lord
Clare _IS too well kn<,nvn,and its effects too generally
eX~rJen.ced, to be mIstaken or misrepresented-the era
of hiS reign was the downfall of his country-his councils
accelerated what his policy might have suppressed, and
have marked the annals of Ireland with stains and mise-
ries 11Ile(llIalledand indelible.

III ('o\!ll.'il,-rapi(l, rf'remptory, and ovcrbe:1Ting--he
re.!prdf'd promptness 01 (''(eention, rather than discretion
01 arratll!f'lllPnL anti. pitpwd. hims('/f more 011 expertness
of thOl.I~ltt tl~all Stl!'r!e1y of .lndglllf'nt. Throngh all the
caIamltles 01 In'land, the mild voice of conciliatIon never
escaped his lips; and when the torrent of civil war had
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subsided in Ins country, he held out no olive, to show that
the deluge had recede~ ...

Acting upon a connctj~n, that Ins po""er was but co-
existent with the order 01 public estabhshment~, an~ t~e
tenure of his office limited to the continuance of adnllllls-
tration, he supported both 'with less prnd~llce, and lll~)]"e
desperation, than sound policy or an enhghtenec~ mmd
should permit or dictate; his extravagaI.lt d.octnnes of
religious intolerance created the n~ost nllsclllevous pre-
texts for his intemperance in upholdlllg them; and, under
colour of defending the principles of one revolution, he
had nearly plunged the nation into all the miseries of
another.

His political conduct has been accounted uniform, but
in detail it will be found to have been miserably incon-
sistent. In 1781, he took np arms to obtain a declaration
of Irish independence; in 1800, he recolllmended the
introdllction of a military force to assist in its ext illg\l1sh-
ment; he proclaimed Ireland a free nation in 1783. and
argued that it should be a province in 1799; in 17~2 he
called the acts of the British Legislature towards Ireland
"a daring usurpation on the rights of a free people,""
and in 1800 he transferred Ireland to the usurper. On
all ocasions his ambition as despotically governed his
politics, as his reason invariably sunk before his pre-
judice.

Though he intrinsically hated a Legislative Union, his
lust for power induced him to support it; the preservation
of office overcame the impulse of conviction, and he stre-
nuously suppor!e~l that measure, after having openly
a,"owed Illmselt jts enemv: its completion however
blasted his hopes, and ha"stened his dissolution. Th;
restlesslless of his habit, and the obtrusiveness of his dis-
pos:tlOn,became insupportably embarrassing to the British
:ablllct-thc danger of his talents as a minister, and the
Inarlequ~cy of his judgment as a statesman, had been
proved m Ireland: he had been a useful instrument in
that country, but the same line of services which he per-

• In his Lordship's answer to the address of Dublin University, on the
l~th of April 1782, Upon the JecJaration of rights, he used these words:
and aJdeJ, that" he had uniformly expressed that opinion both in pub-
lic and in pri\";l.te."
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fanned in Ireland would have been ruinous to Great,
Britain and Lord Clare was no longer consulted.

The 'union at length effected through his friends, wh~t
Ireland could never accomplish through his enemies-hIS
total overthrow. Unaccustomed to control, and unable
to submit, he returned to his country, weary, drooping,
and disappointed; regretting what he had done, yet
miserable that he could do no more: his importance had
expired with the Irish Parliament, his patronage ceased
to supply food for his ambition, the mind and the body
became too sympathetic for existence, and he sunk into
the grave, a conspicuous example of human talent and
human frailty.

In his person he was about the middle size, slight, and
not graceful, his eyes, large, dark, and penetrating,
betrayed some of the boldest traits of his uncommon
character, his countenance, though expressive and manly,
yet discovered nothing, which could deceive the physiog-
nomist .into an opinion of his magnanimity, or, call forth
a eulogmm on his virtues.

During twenty momentous and eventful years, the life
of Lord Clare is in fact the history of Ireland-as in
roma~ce some puissant and doughty chieftain appears
promment in every feat of chivalry-the champion in
every strife-the hero of every encounter, and, after a life
o~ t?il and of battle, falls surrounded by a host of foes, a
VlctlDlto his own ambition and temerity .

.Thus Earl Clare, throughout those eventful pE'riods,
~lll be ~ ~ld, activ,: and des~rate, engaging iiercely
IIIevery l~portan~ confh~t of the IrIsh nation and at length
after,I:tavmg sacnfic~ hIScountry to his passions and his
a~bItI0I!' endeavounng to atone for his errors by sacri-
ficmg hunself. '



7

.J /l,.n.JY lil'uU4n

i,llu.f.1n' RUr'f/h
11 J.£1rd Huldunrfll1

Oldr!mrunt

j iJrIA ,d'l,,/,IL.\/n

2/.0';/ (JUh
3 btllt> TI",,}

7. l.m'1l



'i \ i H

I" :.

',.

,t:" ,,;o .. 'j'

j,,~,:;
. ,J \',.

j ~.:tL;'if.
;,fL

.,

II

: f t" '" . i ;"I~
,~ "'tl""F' .. Ij' ,ti1J~'..J -e- .. i

-,.,~¥-: a ~,
....

';.,

!lIlT.
f 'tit.

\'

. -
t ,



38 RISE AND FALL

Although, by the operation of Poyning's ~a\v, the par-
liamentary discussions were generally restncted. to .local
subjects and domestic arrang:err:ents, yet constItutIOnal
questions of a vital tendency mCldentally occurred; .a.nd
the exercise of controling powers, assumed by the Bntlsh
Cabinet oveJ;the concerns of Ireland often afforded mat.ter
of serious controversy between the viceroy and the natl?n
and had in some instances, been resisted by the Parha-
ment with a warmth and a pertinacity which foretold a
certainty of more important contests."

rrhese struggles, however, although frequent, were
fruitless. The country was not yet ripe for independence,
constitutional freedom had been so long obsolete, that
even its first principles were nearly forgotten, and the
people were again to learn the rudiments, before they
could speak the language of liberty. But the fortitude,
the wisdom, and the perseverance of the Anglo-American
colonies, the feebleness, the impolicy, and the divisions

• On many occasions previous to 1779, the Irish Commons asserted
their independent rights and privileges with great warmth, though some-
times without succe,s. In 1749, a redundancy of £53,000 remaining
in the Irish treasury-an unappropriated balance in favour of the nation,
after paying all the establishrnents--the King sent over his letter to draw
that SUmto England, as a part of his hereditary revenue. But the Irish
Parliament resisted the authority of his Majesty's letter, as an encroach-
ment on the distinctness and independence of Ireland; a part of that
sum h~ving arisen from additional duties impose<lby her Parliament.
The King consulted the English judges, who were of opinion that the
King's pret:i0~s consent ,,:as ~ecessary to its appropriation; but the Irish
Co~ons ffisisted on their fight of appropriation, and asserted that hiS
Majesty's s'!bse.'1uellt a~nt only was necessary. This contest was
warmly mamtained until the year 1753, when the Irish Commons suc-
ceeded in establishing their principie.

The princ.iplesof Mr. Molyneux's " C!ase of .Ireland," published in
1698, had never ceasedto make a strong ImpreSSIOnon the minds of the
Insh peo.ple.. The Bnlish Parliament ordered it to be burned by the
hands ot tb6 commou executIOner; but that measure defeated its own
object, by greatly increasing its celebrity and circulation. The same
pflncI~les were stron~ly inculcated, in several publications, by a very
a.ble 'Hlter, DoctorCharles Lucas, member for Dublin. For those wri-
tings, he was expelled from the house; but he afterwards resumed his
~t WIthlllcreaseucharacter and influence; and, to this day, his statue,
: ~I~ marble, stands emll1ent~yconspicuous .in the Royal Exchange
Swift b~, as a mon?me~t of hiS steady patrIotIsm. Before him, Dean
terl • h~ name ISstill ado~d by the Irish, had employed his mas-

y pen Wlth POwerfuleffect In f06teringthe spirit of independence.
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of Great Britain, soon taught Ireland the importance of
the crisis; and by a firmn8ss, a moderation, and an
unanimity, unparalleled in the annals of revolution, the
Irish Volunteers acquired for their country a civic crown,
which nothing but the insanity of rebellion and the arti~
fices and frauds of Union, could ever have torn from the
brow of the Irish people.

III. Absentees" who have ever been and ever will
remain an obstacle to the substantial prosperity of Ireland
exerted themselves more particularly at this period, in
giving a strenuous and weighty opposition to every
measure of innovation, they knew their Irish demesnes
only by name and by income, they felt no interest but for
their rents, and no patriotism but for the territory, alarmed
at any legislative measure originating in Ireland. They
showed themselves equally ignorant and regardless of
her constitution, and ever proved themselves the steady
adherents of the Minister f()rthe time being; their proxies
in the Lords, and their influence in the Commons, were
transferred to him on a card or in a letter, and, on every
division in both houses, almost invariably formed a
phalanx against the true and genuine interest of the
country.

IV. However zealous and detemlined the incipient
exertions of the Irish nation might have been, they would
probably have been crushed and extinguished, had not a
class of men, possessing the first talents in the senate and
the highest confidence of the country, stepped boldly
forward to support the people. In those days the Irish
Bar, a body equally formidable to the Government by
their character and their capacity, too independent to be
restrained, and too proud to be corrupted, comprised
many sons of the resident noblemen and commoners of
Ireland. The legal science was at that time considered
as part of an Irish gentleman's education: the practice
was then not a trade, but a profession. Eloquence was
cultivated by its votaries, as a preparation for the higher
duties of the senate, and, as almost evelY peer and every

• The absentees of the present day annually draw from Ireland above
three millions sterlin~, to be expended in Great Britain. Some of the law
offices of the g-reatest emolument, connected with the Irish courts of jus.
tiel', are now held by conslant absentees.
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commoner had a relative enrolled among their number,
so they had no interest in the conduct and hOl:or of that
department of society. The influence thereiore of the
bar as a body, increased by the gene.ral respect for the
connexions and cultivated talents of Its members, g~ve
them an ascendency both in and out of Parliame.nt, wh.lch
could scarcely be counteracted, and, on certam t,rpng
occasions the conduct of some of the law-officers ailorded
experimental proof, that even they considered their offices
as no longer tenable with advantage to the King, if the
Minister should attempt to use them as instruments
against the people..

The rank and station of the law-officers of Ireland m
those days were peculiarly dignified, and conveyed an
impression of importance, which the modern degencra~y
of talent and relaxation of wholesome forms and of dIS-
tinctions has altogether done away with.-The office of
Prime Sergeant, then the first law-officer of Ireland, was
filled at this period by one of the most amiable and elo-
quent men that ever appeared on the stage of politics-
Walter Hussey Burgh, whose conduct in a subsequent
transaction rendered him justly celebrated and illustrious.
This gentleman was then representative for Dublin Uni-
versity; in which office, he and M. Fitzgibbon were
colleagues-men in whose public characters, scarcely a
trait of similarity can be discovered. Mild, moderate, and
patriotic, Mr. Burgh was proud without arrogance, and
dignified without effort: equally attentive to public con-
cerns and careless of his own, he had neither avarice to
acquire wealth, nor parsimony to hoard it :-liOOral even
to profusion-friendly, to a fault-and disinterested to a
weakness-he was honest without affluence, and ambitious
without corruption :-his eloquence was of the highest
order-figurative, splendid, and convincing :-at the bar
in the Parliament, and among the people he was equally
admired, and universally respected.

But, when we compare Mr. Burgh with the then Attor-
ney General of Ireland, wh? had been selected by Lord.
Townsend to bear down, If pOSSible,the spirit of the
c0l.l:ntry,tl~e contrast may give a strong view of that
~h:r,which falling ministers frequently and perhaps
JUdiCIouslyadopt, of endeavouring, if practicable, to enlist
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and seat upon their benches some popular and elevated
personage of opposition, who, by his character, may give
strength to the party which surrounds him, or at least
may for ever prostrate his own reputation by the unpopu-
larity of the connection.

JYlr. John Scott, then Attornev General, and afterwards
created Earl of Clonmel, and 'Chief Justice of Ireland,
exhibited the most striking contrast to the character of
the Prime Sergeant. Sprung from the humbler order of
society, he adventured upon the world without any
advantage, save the strength of his intellect and the
versatility of his talents. He held his head high, his
boldness was his first introduction, his policy, his ultimate
preferment. Courageous," humorous, artificial, he knew
the world well, and he profited by that knowledge; he
cultivated the powerful; he bullied the timid, he fought
the brave, he flattered the vain, he duped the credulous,
and he amused the convivial. Half liked, half repro-
bated, he was too high to be despised, and too low to be
respected. His language was coarse, and his principles
arbitrary: but his passions were his slaves, and his cun-
ning was his instrument. He recollected favors received
in his obscurity, and, in some instances, had gratitude to
requite the obligation: but his avarice and his ostentation
contended for the ascendency: their strife was perpetual,
and their victories alternate. In public and in private, he
was the same character; and, though a most fortunate
man and a successful courtier, he had scarcely a sincere
friend, or a disinterested adherent.

This marked contrariety in character and disposition,
which distinguished those chief law-officersof government,
was equally discernible in almost every other department:
the virtues and the talents of Grattan, of Flood, of Yel-
verton, of Daly, found their contrasts on the same
benches; and these two distinguished characters are thus
brought forward, by anticipation to show in the strongest
point of view how powerfnl and insinuating the public
feeling of that day must have been, that could finally
draw together, in one common cause, personages so

* His Lordship fought severn! duels before he was Chief Justice of
the King's Bench. The hte Earl of Landaff, and the present Lord Ty-
rawly, were two of hie antagonists.

4*
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opposite and so ~dverse on. almost every political object,
and in every natlOnal pnnclpal.

The crisis, however, now approached, when. Irda?d
was for a moment to rear her head among nnpenal
nations: strange and unforseen events began t~ crowd
the annals of the world,-the established axioms ot general
polity began to lose their weight among n.ations; and
governments, widely wandering from the tundamental
principles of their own constitutions, seel~1Cdcarelessly
travelling the road to anarchy and revolutIOn.

The rival powers of England and of France-e,:"er
jealous ever insincere--concluding deceptious negotIa-
tions by fallacious treaties--doubtful of each other's
honor, and dreading each other's prowess-had long stood
cautiously at baY--Bach watching for an unguarded open
to give a mortal wound to her adversa~y-y?t each
dreading the consequences of an unsuccessful cHort..

However, the perseverance and successes of Amenca
communicated a stimulating impulse to the councils of
the French King j and that ill-fated monarch, urged on
to his destiny, determined to strike a deadly blow at the
pride and the commerce of England, by giving an effec-
tual aid to her revolted colonies.

The question soon came to a speedy issue j an unde-
cisive engagement with the French fleet in the Channel
alarmed and irritated England; every prospect of accom-
modation vanished j and a declaration of war was issued
by the French Government, with a pompous manifesto
proclaiming the wanton injuries they had sustained from
Great Britain.

Plunged into destructive warfare, each nation used
their utmost efforts to accomplish their respective pur-
poses. .France, ~etermined to establish the independence
of AmerIca j while England, sought to reduce her colonies
to .th~ most decisive slavery. A transposition of national
prmclples seemed to have been adopted by the Govern-
ments of both countries-despotic France combatinO" to
establish the ~ightsof civil liberty-and England exerting
all her energies, to enfor~e a system of tyrannic govern-
ment-the one marshallmg the slaves of her arbitrary
power to ?attle in the cause of pure democracy-the
other rallymg round an English standard the hired mer-
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cenaries of German avarice, to suppress the principles of
British freedom-and both Governments soliciting the
aid of sanguinary savages, to aggravate the horrors of a
Christian war by the scalping-knife and the tomahawk
of heathen murderers.

Europe beheld with amazement a combat so unnatural
and disgusting: but it would have required a prophetic
spirit, to have then foretold that the French throne would
be eventually overturned by the principles of those new
allies, and would, by the mighty shock of its fall, shake
even the foundations of the British constitution; though
the total prostration of the one, and the ministerial
inroads upon the other, would since have fully justified
the hazard of that prediction.

V. Amidst the confusion incident to those great events,
Ireland yet remained unheeded and unthought of: her
miseries and her oppressions had hardly engaged the
consideration of the British minister. Meanwhile, the
Irish people, with a dignified anxiety, contemplated the
probable termination of a contest, by the result of which
their own destiny must be determined. The subjugation
of America might confirm the dependence of Ireland;
and she was soon convinced,-that she could obtain her
own constitutional rights from Great Britain only by the
complete success and triumph of her colony.

Awaiting therefore the decrees of Providence, Ireland
steadily surveyed the distant prospect of great and rival
empires wantonly lavishing the blood and treasures of
their people in a contest fundamentally repugnant to their
established principles: but--cautious, moderate, and firm
in her conduct-though she wisely determined to avail
herself of the crisis to promote the establishment of her
independence,-she fed the flame of liberty, she kindled
not the blaze of licentiousness: while America fought to
obtain a separation from Great Britain, Ireland took up
arms only to obtain a just participation of her constitution.

To embarrass the offensive measures of England, and
make a formidable diversion in favor of America, France
manifested an intention of invading Ireland.-In this
alarming emergency, Great Br!tain, from t1?edispers!ons
of her military force, scattered mto many distant statiOns
ofthe world, and so numerously employed on the con-
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tinent of America, f(mnd it impossible to affor~ a body of
regular troops sufficient to protect Ireland III case of
such invasion. Here let us for a moment pansc, ar:-d
dispassionately reflect upon the s!tuation of ~;reat Bntal~
and the conduct of Ireland at tIllS most trYlllg moment.
let us survey the increasing imbecility of the onp, a~ldt.he
rising enemies of the other; and we must-do JustIce
to the moderation and generosity of a people, wh.ose.long
and grievous oppressions, if they could not have JustIfied,
would at least have palliated, a very different proceedmg.

The state of England during this war became every
day more difficult and distressing. A discontented people,
and an unpopular ministry-an empty treasury, and. a
grievous taxation-a continental war, and a colomal
rebellion-together formed an accumulation of embar-
rassment, such as Great Britain had never before expe-
rienced. Her forces in America were captured or
defeated: her fleets, had not yet attained that irresistible
superiority which has since proved the only protection of
the British Islands.-Ireland, without money, militia, or
standing army-without ordinance or fortifications-
almost abandoned by England, had to depend solely on
the spirit and resources of her own natives; and this
critical state of Ireland, which the misconduct of Great
Britain herself had occasioned, gave the first rise to those
celebrated associations, the immediate means of obtaining
hish independence.

Many inducements prevailed, to fill the ranks of these
associations. The warlike propensities of the Irish people,
so long restrained-and personal attachment to their
chiefs and leaders, were with them the first excitements:
but the blending of ranks, and more intimate connexion
of the peop~e,which was t~e immediate consequence of a
general mIlItary system, qUIcklyeffected an extensive and
marked revolution in the minds and manners of the entire
nation-an important and extraordinary chano-e of which
t~e gr~dations heca~ne every day more co~spicuou~ly
discerlllhie. The pnmary stImulus of the Irish farmer
was only that \V~ich he felt. in common with every
other an~mated b~mg---:-the~eslre of self preservation:-
he assocIate?- agamst mvaslOn, because he heard that it
would be hIS ruin: but his intercolU'se with the higher
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ranks opened the road to better information. Thus he
soon learned that the Irish people were deprived of poli-
tical rights, and that his country had endured political
injuries: his ideas became enlarged, and quickly embraced
more numcrous and proudcr objects; he began, for the
first time, to know his own importance to the state; and,
as knowledge advanced, the principles of constitutional
independence were better understood, and more sedulously
cultivated. The Irish peasant now assumed a different
rank, and a higher character :-familiarised with arms,
and more intimate with his superiors, he every day felt
his love of liberty increased; the spirit at length became
general enthusiastic; and, in less time than could have
been supposed from the commencement of these associa-
tions, the whole surface of the island was seen covered
with a self-raised host of patriot soldiers.

VI. In the formation of those armed associations, the
long-established distinctions between the Protestant and
the Catholic could not be altogether forgotten. Many of
the penal laws were still in full force; Catholics were
prohibited by statute from bearing arms in Ireland; and,
from the rooted prejudices against allowing to that body
any civil or military power whatever, strong objections
arose to their admission into those armed bodies. The
Catholics, however, neither took offence nor even showed
any jealousy at this want of confidence, on the contrary,
with their money and their exhortations, they zealously
assisted in forwarding those very associations into which
they themselves had not admission. Their calmness and
their patriotism gained them many friends, and a relax-
ation of intolerance appeared rapidly to be gaining ground
but it was not until the volunteers had assumed a
deliberative capacity, and met as armed citizens, to discuss
political questions, that the necessity of uniting the whole
population of the country in the cause of independence
became distinctly obvious. Those who foresaw that a
general association of the Irish people was essential to
the attainment of their constitutional objects, endeavoured
to reconcile the schisms of sectarian jealousy by calm and
rational observations; they argued, that religious feuds
had in all countries proved subversive of national pros-
perity, but to none ~ore decidedly fatal than to modern
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Ireland --that the true interest of the Catholic and of
the Protestant was substantially the same, they hreathed
the same air tilled the same soil, and had equal rights
and claims t~ the participation of liberty, that th,ey "'?re
endowed by nature with equal powers. and tacultIes,
intellectual and corporeal, that they worslllpped the same
God the truths and doctrines of revealed religion equally
con~tituting the basis of their social duti~s, ::nd th? t~Hln-
dation of their religious tenets, and the pnnclples. ot VlT~UO
and of morality being equally inculcated from their PUlPIts,
and propagated at their altars_ ".Why, then," they asked,
"should a few theological subtilties, whose mysteriou.s
uncertainties lay far beyond the reach of hUllJan determi-
nation, and were altogether unnecessary to the arrange-
ments of municipal institutions, why should they dIstract
a nation which, tobecome free should become Ull all imOlls?
why should they excite controversies so strongly tainted
with fanatic phrenzy, that no personal insult or aggravated
injury, no breach of moral tie or of honorable contract,
could rouse rancor more acrimonious, or animosity more
unrelenting, than that which originated solely from
theoretic distinctions upon ineXplicable subjects'] as if
Irishmen were bound to promote the happiness of their
neighbours in a future state, by destroying their comforts
and disturbing their tranquillity in the present!"

It was also observed, that, although this strange insanity
might have existed in remote and dark ages, when the
disciples of every new sect proclaimed themselves the
meritorious murderers of the old, when Christian chiefs
ass~iled the pagan power, only to make new proselytes to
theu own errors, and victims to their own intolerance and
though, in such unhappy times, Ireland might have' par-
taken of the general madness, and, without peculiar
disgrace, have participated in the infirmities of Europe
yet, when the progress of civilization had opened the eye~
an~ enlarge? the ':lnderstanding of the people, when the
VOiceof ratIOnal lIberty loudly called for the unanimous
exertio~ of every se:t in th~ common cause of indepen-
?e~ce, It w?-s full time to dIscard those destructive pre-
jndic~s, whICh had so long and so eJfectually restrained
the nghts and retarded the prosperity of the Irish nation.

Nor can any historic incident more clearly illustrate



OF THE IRISH NATION. 47
the inestimable value of unanimity to an oppressed people,
than a contrasted exhibition of the independent spirit
displayed by the Catholics in 1782, when they acquired a
constitution hy their firmness, and of their degenerate
conduct in 1800, when they lost that constitution through
their divisions and their selTilitv.

VII. Before the progress of tl{e Irish Volunteers is par-
ticularly detailed, or the ultimate ohjects which they
had in view, the genuine character of the people among
whom so extraordinary an association originated, should
be clearly developed and perfectly understood; as many
important events in Irish history would appear obscure
and unaccountable, without a due knowledge of the
national character-a character, ever misconceived or
misrepresented in England, because the persons by whom
the picture ~wasdnl,vn were generally either too ignorant
or two interested to dra w it with fldelity, and so little of
intimate intercourse had subsisted between the two
countries, that the people of England were ill general as
unacquainted with the real dispositions and habits of the
Irish, as with those of any nation upon the European
continent.

It was therefore impossible that England should judi-
ciously govern a people with whose feelings she was wont
to trifle, and with whose natural character she was so
imperfectly acquainted, nor can she ever effectually
acquire that knowledge, until she is convinced that Ireland
thmlghformed by nature for her sister, waslIeverintend-
ed for her servant-and that, within her own bosom, she
possesses powers, treasures, and resources, yet unexplored
by England, but which, if kindly cultivated and liberally
encouraged, ,,'ould contribute more strength and benefit
to both than Great Britain has ever heretofore derived, or
ever vet merited from the connexion.

'fo' attain a just conception of the remote canses of two
great and repugnant revolutions in Ireland within eighteen
years, wo must view the ranks of which society is there
composed, as well as their proportions and their influence
on each other; and, in the peculiarities and ardency of
that character. will be clearly discovered the true sources
of manv extr~ordinary events; it will evidently appear,
that, fa' the foibles of that unfortlmate nation, worked
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upon by art, and imposed upon by pol!cy, and not to
native crimes or peculiar views, are attnhuta?le the fre-
quency of her miseries and the consummatIOn of her
misfortune.

VIII. The Irish people have been as little known, as
they have been grossly defamed to the Tt'st of Europe.

The lengths to which English writt'rs ha,~e proceeded
in pursuit of this object would surpass all behe~, were ,not
the facts proved by histories written under ,the ~mmedIate
eye and sanction of Irish Governments, hlstones repl~te
with falsehood, which, combined with the still more mIs-
chievous misrepresentations of modern writers, form all
together a mass of the most cruel calumnies that ever
weighed down the character of a meritorious people ..

This system, however, was not without its m.eamng.
From the reign of Elizabeth, the policy of England has
been to keep Ireland in a state of internal division perfect
unanimity among her inhabitants has been considere~ as
likely to give her a population and a power incompatIble
with subjection, and there are not wanting natives of
Ireland, who, impressed with that erroneous idea zealously
plunge into the same doctrine, as if they could best prove
their loyalty to the King by vilifying their country.

IX. The Irish peasantry, who necessarily composed the
great body of the population, combined in their character
many of those singular and repugnant qualities which
peculiarly designate the people of different nations; and
this remarkable contrariety of characteristic traits per-
vaded almost the whole current of their natural dispo-
sitions. Laborious, domestic, accustomed to wants in the
~i~st of plenty, they submit to hardships without re-
pmmg, and bear the severest privations with stoic forti-
tud~. The sha:pest wit, and the shrewdest subtilty,
wInch abound III the character of the Irish peasant
generally lie concealed under the semblance of dulness:
or the appearance of simplicitv. and his languaO'.e re-
I 'I I k J , b ,pete WIt.. tIe '?enest humour, possesses an idiom of

elJ.Ul\'ocatlon,whIch never fails sllccessfully to evade a
direct a,n~:\"erto a~1unwelcome question.

InqUISItIve!artt~ll, and penetrating, the Irish peasant
~~ ~ankmd WIthout extensive intercourse, and has an
lIUltinebve knowledge of the world, without mingling in
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its societies, and never, in uny other instance did there
exist a people who could display so much address and so
much talent in the ordinary t1";1.11s"ctio11Sof life as the
Irish peasalltl'r.

The Irish peas;}nt Las, at dl poriclls, beon peculiarly
distinguished 1'J1' llill:ouncled but illliiscriminate hospital-
ity. wllich, tilOugh w1turaily de\'oted to the necessities of
a ii'iend, is lleH'l' denied by him even to the distresses of
an enemy." To be ill \vant or misery, is the best recom-
mendation to his disinterested protection; his food, his bed,
his raiment are equally the strangers and his own; and
the deeper the distress, the more .welcome is the suiferer
to the peasant's cottage.

His attachments to his kindred are of the strongest
nature. The social dlli ies are intimately blended with the
natural disposition of an Irish peasallt though covered
.with rags, opp:'(>sscd widl pon.]'ty, and perhaps with
huw.rer, tlie lillest SpCCililUlSor g"llcro:;ity c..lld heroism
are to Le :lGUlltl ill Lis l111ccuallcd cl}al'HctC'L

A martio.l spirit "wI ~tL iO\'8 of dcsn!tory warfare is
indigenous to the Irish people. Battle is their pastime;
whole parishes and districts f~mn themselves into parties,
which they denominate factions; they meet by appoint-
ment a.t their country fairs, there they quarrel without a
cause, and fight without a.ll object, a.nd ha.villg indulged
their propensity and bound up their wounds, they return
satisfied to their own homes, generally without anger, and
frequently in perfect friendship with each other. t It is a

* It has been remarkd that tlE' En::dish ::\I~tl Ir:sh l'cople form their
judgment of stran~r!':s n'r)' diff~'l"2n!I.~~-:-~~nE!~~dislHnan ~ll.~lH?CtS a Etran-
goerto be a n):!u('. till he i~!lri~tbat he is an hoaest man ~ the Irishman
conceives e',-cl'."-pcr~()n tu be: ~l:lhonc~t In~n, till he Cn'cb him out to be a
rO.::11':'; ~L1tll hj~~a::c()u:1L" fer t~le very striking c.jfE~l'enc~ in their conuuct
and tl1 ~ti'~l1~S'~'!>~.

t :\"alura\ cmdty h;,s ken imputed to th Irish peasant by persons
who either are unacqll:1intcd with his char:lC1Pr. or wi.--h to misrepresent
it. :\"atiunal character can nenr he drawn with justice tram incidents
\vhidl take place anlid~t all the rage and violence 0f tivil \\.ar or reli.
giclils phren--y. The barbarities, COlJimiltc,! in Ireland during the insur.
rection of 179~. were not all on the one side: and at least as many per-
sons were ,acriticed in cold blood by the musket or sabre of the soldiery,
as hy the pike or blunderbuss of the insurgent. But all thoi'e enormities
are incidental to cil.il \var" anll shaull! nen'r he hruu?,"ht up ,1" a crite-
rion. "herebr to jw]g~ of the national chara~:rr of any people. Ia.Ens-

II
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melancholy reflection, that the successiw Governmet1t~ of
Ireland should have been so long and so ohstll~atcly blmd
to the real interest of the country, as to COlleelVOIt more
expedient to attempt the fruitl~ss task of f'uppressltlg the
national spirit by legal seventy, al~d penal enactlllel:ts
than to adopt a system of natIonal mqructIon and gel~-
eral industry which, by alio/ding employment to tllell'
faculties, might give to the minds of th~ pc?ple a proper
tendency, and a us?ful and peaee.able dIrectIOn.

In general, the IrIsh are rather IlllPc.tnonslybrave, .than
steadily persevering: their onsets are tl:rions, and theIr re-
treats precipitate: but even dmth has for them no.ter~'ors,
when they firmly believe that their cansI' is mentonous.
Thouah exquisitely artfnl in the strat:1gems of wm:[;ll'e,
yet, \~hen actually in battle, their discrf'tion .valllshes
before their impetuosity; and-the most greganous P?O-
pIe under heaven-they n~sh forward. in a crowd \\".Ith
tumultuous ardor, and WIthout foresIght or rdlcxlOll
whether they are advancing to destruction or to victory.

An enthusiastic attachment to the place of their Imtivity
is another striking trait of the Irish character, which
neither time nor absence, prosperity nor adversity, can
obliterate or diminish. ,Vherever an Irish peasant was
born, there he wishes to die; and, however successful in
acquiring wealth or rank in distant places, he returns
with fond affection to renew his intercourse with the
friends and companions of his youth and his obscurity.

An innate spirit of insubordination to the laws has been
strongly charged upon the Irish peasantry: but a people-
to w?om the punishment of crimes appears rather as a
sacnfice to revenge than a measure of prevention--can
never have the same deference to the law as those who
are instructed in the principles of justice,'and taught to

land, during a peaceable year (1791,) two hundred and eighteen persons
receIved sentence of death, of whom lorty-lour were for murder. In
Ireland,. durmg a. troublesome year (1797,) eighty-seven received sen
tence at death, ot whom only. el;;hteen were for murder: so that Eng
~d committed her lull ~roportlOn of crtmes and more than her propor
bOll: of murders; which UOb not suhstantlate the charge of cruelty, with
~hlch the Insh character has been exclusively aspersed. The murdel'3
1n Ireland, moreover, are very different from those in England: many
~~~~ ill Ireland occur ill the heat of their battles: most of those in
~d lIle perpetrated in cold blood and on women.
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recoanise its equality. It has, hO\ve'~er, been uniformly
admitted by every impartial ,niter on the alfairs of Ire-
bnd that a spirit of strict jmtice has eYeTdwrncterised
the Irish peasant" Conrince him, llYplaill and impartial
reasoning, that he is wrong; and he \\'jtlldra\\'s horn the
judgment-seat, if not with r:heerfuillecs, at least with suh-
mission: but, to make him respect the ],n\'s, he lllust be
satisfied that they are impartial; and, with that com'ictiotl
on his mind, the Irish peasant is as perti~dly trar:table, as
the native of any other conntry in the world.

An attachmelit to, and a respect fiw females is another
marked characteristic of the Irish peasant. The wife
p,niakes of all her hnsband's vicissitudes: she shares his
labor and his miseries, with constancy and with alfect ion.
At all the sports ,11ldmeetillgs of the Irish peasantry, the
women are always ()f' the company: they have a great
intluence; and, ill his smoky cottage, the Irish peasant,
surrounded by his t:Jmily, seems to !\lrC('l'talillis pri \'atiolls.
The natural cheerfuilless of his dispo,;ition banishes
l'eflexion; and he experiences a simple happilless, which
even the highest ranks of society might justly envy.

X. The middle class of gentry, interspersed throughout
the country parts of the kingdom, possessed as much of
the peasant character as accorded with more liberal
minds and superior society. 'Vith less necessity for ex-
ertion than the peasant, and an equal inclination for the
indulgence of indolence, their habits were altogether de-
void of industry, and adverse to reflexion :-the morning
chase and evening conviviality composed the diary of
their lives, cherished the thol1ghtkssllf'ss of their nature,
and banished the cares and solicitudes of foresight. They
uni1iJrll1lylived beyond their means, and aspired beyond
their resources: pecuniary embarrassment only gave a
new zest to the dissipation which created it; and the
gentry of Ireland at this period had more troubles and
few!'r cares than any gentry in the universe.

These habits, however, while they contracted the dis-

• Sir John Dayis, Attorney General of Ireland, who, in the reign of
.Tam('s the Fir,;t, was employed by the King to establish the En,glish Jaws
throughout In'land, and who made himself perfectly acquainted with the
character of the inhahitants, allmits that ,. Ihpre wprc no ppople under
heaven. who loyed equal and impartial justice better than the Irish."
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tan!?e hetween the lower and the superior order, had also
the effect of promoting their mutual Qocd~\nll anda~~
tachment to each other. The pea~ant loo!..cllllP to ..
admired in the country uentlcm:m, 1110se propellsl:1CS
\ h. , co 1 1 . t n' s\ m-v ./(:.hhe himself possessed ;-actnatN ,)' a jJ:l I ...
pathy of dispositioll, he loved old (,llstOl~lS; .111'lIked tdfollow the track and example of his tl,lyiathcrs, .. fll
adhered t? the fortunes ~f some ancient i"~lll~Y,:' It.1of
Zealous slllcenty' and m every malti'r 01 p<ut:) OJf: . " . 'I I d e'"enactIon, he obeyed the orders of his lalla on, an .. _
anticipated his wishes, with cheerfulness and hunuhly:

1'he Irish country gentleman, \Vith(~llt either the tl1~
of blood or the weight of feudal authontv, found hnnse
surrounded by followers and adherents ever ready to
adopt his canse, and Iisk their li'"es for his rlll'I,JOses,
'\lith as warm devotion as those of 1he Scottish land or
the highland chieftain; and this disposition, clIltivated
by f~mily pride on the one side, and confirmed by 1l1l~llC-
1l1.0l'1al habit on the other, greatly promoted the [ornYlt,lOn,
the progress, and the zeal of thoso arllled aSSOCiatIOnS
Which soon afterwards co~ered the face of the COUll try,
and for a moment placed the lIame of Ireland on the
Very highest pinnacle of affective patriotism. ,

It Was the fashion of those days to cast npon the Ins~
f'Clltl'Y an imputation, it would be uncandid not to ad nut
fat there was some partial ground for it, that they

S lOWed a disposition to decide potty differences by the
~Word, and too tastidious a construction of what t?ey
enn.ed the" point of honor." This practice certmnly

~"Onhnued to prevail in many parts of Ireland, where
t~Ule and geneml intercourse had not yet succeeded in ex-
clngllishing the romantic but honorable spirit of Milesian
d~lvalry: and, when we reflect on the natural warlike

lSPOsition of the Irish people, that indigenous impetllosity
~~~d}~:"eof battle whi.ch, so eminently,distinguished their
u 01 L,.;III aI character, It IS not snrpnsll1g that hasty and
a 1lt1('cessary encounters should occasionally occyr among

people perpetually aC'tll:1ted hy the pnde at ancestryand II I ' " ",
the ~e t lPorleS ot h:-)))o1". B~lt, even III the,se contests,
realnsh gentlem;~n 10l'gave Ius adversary w1th 3.8 much
1lVh' ~e~s as he ,fought him: he respected the courage

lc auned at hIS Own life; and the strongest friendships
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were sometimes formed, and frequently regenerated, on
the field of battle. It is natural to suppose that this
practice should have been exaggerated, hy the Bnglish
people, whom nature had endo\\.etl with less punctilious
and much more discreet propensities.

'rhe cowardly crimn of suicide, ~whidl prevailed and
prc\'ails in England, was scarcely en'r knO\nl amollg the
Irish. Circnmstances, which wonld plunge an English-
man into a state of mortal despodency, would only ronse
the encrgies of an Irishman to bound O\'er his misfor-
tunes: "-under every pressnre, in en~ry station, and in
every climate, a lightness of heart and opcnness of dis-
position distinguishes him from the inhabitants of every
other country.

On the ,\:1101eof their characters, the Irish gentry,
though far froin being-bult less, had many noble qualities:
-generon8, hospitable, friendly, hraye-but careless, pro-
dig-aI, and indiscreet-they possess('d tll(' materials of
distinguished men with the propensities of obscure ones,
and, by their openness and sincerity, tou fre(lUently became
the dnpes of artifice, aud the yictillls of dissimulation.

Among the highest orders of the Irish people, the dis-
tingnishing features of n:lt iOll:l1character had heen long
wC:lring awa y, aud becoming less prominent and remark-
able. The mauncrs of the nobility, in almost every
European country, verge to one common ccntre: by the
similarity of their education and society, they acquire
similar habits; and a constant intercourse with courts
clothes their address and langnage, as it docs their per-
sons, in one p(~culi:lrgarb-disguisillg the strong points,
and concealing the native tmits, of their original characters.

The unprecedented expenses of the American war,
which first t'::tmiliarisedthe English people to empty their
purses 1l)f the support of unnecessary :lud inglorious
warfare (in which they haye since become such extra-
ordinary proficients,) called every day for new resources;

* The Iri"h people have been accused of frequently com~itting W~lat
are terl\lcd hlnnrlers. or perverted phraseoJoi;Y: but many saymgs, which
have acquired that name, are in fact the aphorisms of sound sense, and
strono-witted obsel'Vation. The Irishman's remark, that "he would
rathe~ commit SILicide on alllj olle than himself," would puzzle the inge-
nuity of a moral casuist, and places the crime of seli-murder in a very
uncertain rank of homicide.

5*
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and the minister conceived and executed the artful project
ofincreasina his financial meallS and parliamentary power
by erectinab a bankina and commercial interest on the

b b '"'1 brasite and ruins of the landed representatlOn. ~,oney -
kers-beO'an to constitute a new order in the state, andb
to form, if not an integral part, at. l~ast .a ne~es~ary
appendage to every subsequent admlIllstratlOll of Great
Britain.

Experience has proved the mischiefs of that fatal policy
to the whole of the empire.

Though the greater number o~ the Irish noblemen
had been of remote creations-a few had not been long
enough removed from the mass of the community to have
acquired very high ideas of hereditary pride, o~ to l~ave
emblazoned the shield of very ancient or illustnous
pedigrees ..

As a body, the Irish lords were not peculiarly proll1~nent
in the affairs of their country: but they were digmfied.
Their debates (until the accession of Lord Clare) were
calm and temperate; and, though, like the members of <1;U
other political assemnlies, th8ywore individually various III
talent and in character, the appearance of the whole was
grand; and their concluct, if not spirited, was firm, res-
pectable and decorow:'.

The Protestant chureh had great weight in the com-
~unity: the hierarchy, participating in the dignity of an
mdependent parliament, possessed the united influence
of spiritual rank and legislati ve importance: the parochial
c1er!?y, though well afIected to the state, still adhered to
the mterests of their co~n~ry, and, assuming a deportment
decorous and charactenstlc, were, at that time, generally
esteemed, and deservedly respected.

The provision of th~ inf~rior Pr<.:tcstant clergy was
then (a~ at p~es~llt) qmte dlspropoftlOlled to their duties
and theIr p:~)tes~iOll. :'IIan)' of that Illf'fltorious el<\ss of
men, the 0.1nclatllIg' curates, who:'e precepts and example
were t.) dln'd the mnrals awl ~'li(b til,' conllnet of the
people, had hi",'Oill<' "ITY in po\'<'lly, awl, !abonrinO' under
the prc's:m,) :)1 '~!'\,(Tt' l;""l'ssilil>s, ('d~'etll:dly preacl{ed up
to theIr \O~H!l"~.!tioIlS llW t'Xt'lTlse of that charity, which
'Would h3.\e becn aptly and benev01cntly applied to theirown periODS •

..
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The O'eneral conduct of these men had at all times
remained unexceptionable. From them the characte.r of
the Irish clcro-v was best to be collected; the luxunous
posse>;sor of ~lnecnrc and ph~rality, enjoying case and
abundance without care 01' solICitude, must form a very
interior criterion of experienced merit, when compared to
the distressed pastor, whose conduct remains exemplary,
while his indigence and necessities might have tempted
him into erro;s. The extremes ot income among the
Protestant clergy were too distant, their wealth and their
poverty formed too strong a contrast ....

The Catholic clergy had then an unhmlted mfluence
over the people of their own persuasion. Though the
cruel impolicy of the penal' statutes had not been
altogether set aside, they remained dutiful and obedient
to the sovereign power, cheerfully submissive to the
existing laws, and friendLy and affectionate to their Pro-
testant fellow-subjects.

Candidates for Catholic ordination were sent to France
for spiritual instruction, and returned to their own country
though learned, still retaining many of the propensities
of their origin, they showed that their respect to supe-
rior rank, and submission to the constituted authorities,
were rather increased than diminished by their foreian
education. 1:)

The, monarchy of .France, despotic, splendid, and
pO\vcrtul, was at that time regarded with devotion by the
French people, as a structure which neither time could
destroy, nor tempests endanger. Its broad base covered
ewry portion of the people; its stupendous height was
surveyed with ;-rW8, and its colossal strength beheld with
admiration. The ecclesiastical communities fostered
under its shelter, c,xpcriell.ced the prot?ctiol1 of despotic
power, and, by their doctrll1es awl thClr practice endea-
voured to increase its strength, and secure its perma-
nelwe .
. The Irish student, early imbibing those monastic prin-

Ciples was t,l\~ght at ?aiut Ome~ the advantages of unde-
finrd power III a lung, and ot passive obedience in a
subject; he \\"as there instructed to worship a throne and
to mingle his devotion to heaven and to monarchy. ''l'he
restoration of a Catholic kin~ over Ireland had long
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censed to be pro.cticable, such projects, theref~re, were
hopeless, and relinquished; and the Irish Cathohc clergy-
man however he miaht naturally have Wished for the
regal supremacy of hi; own sect, had long si~lceabandon-
ed every view of an object altogether unattam.able ..

British supremacy had then no overt enenlles, save Its
own ministers, nor any conspiracies against its power, but
the arbitrary determinations of its own cabinet ..

Thus returning fronl his noviciate, and educated WIt?
all the dispositions of a submissive subject he found h~s
native country in a state of profound tranquillity: HiS
views were contracted; his ambition extended no further
than the affections of his tlock, and the enjoyments of
society. The closest intimacy subsisted between him and
his parishioners, he mingled in all their pastimes, .a~ld
consoled them in their miseries; but the most conViVial
among them knew how to distinguish clearly between the
occasional familiarities of personal intercourse, and a
dutiful respect for his religious functions; and, even
though their companion might have been condemned,
their priest was always sure to be respected.

The Catholic and the Protestant at the same time
lived in habits of great harmony' they harboured no
animosities or indisposition towa~d each other; the
one governed without opposition, the other submitted
:vit~out. resistance.; an~ the Catholic clergy had every
mclmatlOn .to retan~ the~r ~ock within proper limits and
found no dIfficulty 111 eftectmg that object.

The ~everity with which the agents of the Protestant
clergy m some parishes collected their tithes and the
exactions and oppressions, which the middle-may{exercised
over. the. oc;cupant of th~ land, occasionally excited
partIal distttrbances; but, III these there was nothina of

1 . , to
a revo ntlOllary nature; they were onIv the nocturnal
riots ~f some opp~essed and mismanaged districts which
the ~lVll power 1ll gcneml found no difficulty in sup-
pressmg.
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Ireland awakened to a sense of her slaverv- The Irish Parliament totally
independent of England-The King ackno\yledged in Ireland through
his Irish crown, and not through the crown of Eng"land-Pcrilous POSI-

tion of England-Molleration and attachment of Ireland-Irelan~ deter-
minea to demand her just rights-Conspiracy against the munulactnres
of Ireland-The non-consumption agreement adopted throughout all
Ireland-Progress of the Volunteers-Their principal Leaders-Sir
John Parnell-His character-General effectsof volunteering upon the
people of Ireland.

1. THE popl1btiol1 of Ircbnc1, distribured iuto those
classes, cndo\\-ed with thos!: ql1alitic~, and borne down hy
an accumulation of impolitic and ungenerous restraints,
at length awakened as it were from a deep trance. The
pulse of that nation, torpid through hahitual oppression,
began to throb; her blood, stimulated by the stings of
injustice, which she had so long and so patiently endured,
circulated with a new rapidity; her heart, ie-animated,
sent motion and energy through her whole frame; and
from a cold and almost lifeless corse, Ireland was seen
majestically arising from the tomb of obscurity, and pay-
ing the first tribute of her devotion at the shrine of
liberty.

Roused to a sense of her miserable situation. she cast
her eyes around on the ind"pendent States of Europe,
and compared their strength, their capacity, and their re-
sources with her own. Encouraged by the view of her
comparative superiority, she soon perceived that she had
strength, and means, and opportunity to redress herself
from the \Hongs and degradations she was suffering; and
that so JOIJg as she tolerated the authority of the British
Legislatun; over her concerns, so long her commerce, her
constitution, and her liberties, must lie prostrate at the
foot of every British minister.

The political situations of both nations at that critical
period, afforded a more than common scope for political
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contemplation: even the coldest politicians of that day
were led involuntarily to reflect Oll the nature of the
federative compact between the two cOUl~tries,all~ could
not avoid perceiving the total absence 01 that reciprocal
good faith and confiJence which alone could ensme the
integrity of the empire, or the permanence of the C011-
nexion. In theory, the two nations were linked together
by the strongest ties of mutual interest anJ mutual secU-
rity; but in practice those interests were separatel~, and
that conjunction of strength, on which the secuntr of
empires must at all times depend was too frequently disre-
garded, as if England had forgotten that she owed a gr~at
proportion of stability to the co-operation of the ~nsh
people, and that if one hundred thousand Irish subjects,
who fought her battles in her armies and in her navy,
became even neutralized, by insults or by injuries, to
their country, the English nation might too late discover
the fatal impolicy of her system.

II. The fundamental principles upon which the connex-
ion between the two nations was intrinsically founded,
soon became a subject of general inquiry and universal
discussion amongst every rank and class of society; and
it re9.uired but little (~ifficultyto convey to the quick con-
ceptIOn of a naturally acute and intellio-ent people, a
comprehensive view of their rights and of their depriva-
tions. Nor was Ireland, at this period destitute of able
and active partisans, anxious and co~petellt to instruct
he~ ~ople in lan~uage best adapted to impress upon the
poignancy ?f th~i~ national feelings, and enlarge the
scope of then politiCal understandings.

They were told by those instructors that Ireland was
con~titutio~lly connected with Great 'Britain upon the
baSiS ?f a co~ple!e equality of rights, that sh~ possessed
a :cstdcnt ~ arlwmcnt of her own, competent, in all
pomts, to. legislate on }:er 0\\'11 coneems, in no point con-
ncctcdlrlth,. or .~Il!Jordl1latcto, t!tat of Great Britain.

That tJ.wlr kllliZ w~s bOllnd to govern Ireland, not
through Ius a~trn (~f Lllrr1alld, bllt throl/gh his crown of
lrelalld-(:nnlt:rrpd l~pOI1 .him hy the Irish nation,. and
:sor~ by h~m: III C?II)lll/ctlfin With that of Great Britain,
eo e chief magistrate. of both:-but to govern each

untry severally by their respective laws and their dis-
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tinct legislatures, and not the one through ~he.other; and
thouah- the Irish crown was, by the constltutlOn of that
coun~ry, placed for ever on the head ~f ,the same legiti-
mate monarch who should wear that at England; yet the
Irish people were not legally hound to obey any la:vs but
those enacted by their own legislatnre, to transter the
sceptre of their. realm to any us~uped. authol'~tJ~'or sub-
mit to the hostile or corrupt poltcy ot any nlllllster who
might occasionally occupy the seat of power in England;
that their oath of allegiance was taken to the king of Ire-
land, and not to the Parliament of Great Britain; that
the establishment of this principle was indispensable to
their existence as a nation, and that every violation of it
was a direct deviation from the duty of the Irish crown,
and a virtual dereliction of the compact between the two
countries; and that the king's ministers of either country
ad \"ising unconstitutional measures, to violate the consti-
tutional iIHlependence of Ireland, must be considered as
traitors to the Irish crown, awl enemies to the British
empire.

It was also ohserved, that this assumption of authority
to legislate for Ireland, whatever eolonring it might have
receiYf~dby the dissimulation or ingenuity of its support-
ers, had, in fact, for its real object the restraint of her
commerce and the suppression of her manufactures, so
far as they might interfere with the interests of England;
because the management of the mere local concerns of
Ireland by her own parliament was altogether immaterial
to Great Britain, unless where a commercial rivalship
might be the probable consequence of successful industry
and legislative encouragemeut.

From this reasoning, it was obvious that the redress of
these grievances could not depend solely upon any exer-
tions of the Irish legislature. The Peers-from the
causes herein before assigned-were influenced at that
time hy a very small portion of public feeling; the
measures of the Commons might be suppressed by an act
of the Privy Council; and it became manifest, that an
universal and determined co-operation of the whole people
with their representatives, to rescue their representation,
by vigorous measures, could alone operate with sufficient
effect upon the policy and fears of England; and that a



60 RISE AND FALL

general appeal to the people would be justified br th~
soundest axioms of civil government-as long expenence
had fully ascertained, that no~hing was to be gamed. by
the forbearance of the one nation, or to be expected flom
the voluntary justice of the other.

The Irish people being thus apprised of the real sonrc.e
of all their grievances, the subject quickly engrossed then
whole thoughts, and became tamiliar to their understand-
ings. A n~w and broad field of reflection was op~ned to
the middle orders; political discussions necessanly fol-
lowed from day to day; at every public and private meet-
ing, and in every district, these discussions turned on t~e
principles of liberty: and as the subject expanded, thmr
ideas became enlarged; those who could read, lib?ral.ly
instructed the illiterate as to the rudiments of their his-
tory and the rights of the constitution; and by fami~iar
deductions, the misery of the peasant was without diffi-
culty brought home to the corruption of the ministers.
All ranks of the community began to mingle and con-
verse at their public meetings; the influence of that
general communication diffused itself rapidly amongst
every class of society; and the people, after having per-
fectly ascertained the hardships of their situation, natu-
rally proceeded to discuss the most decisive means of re-
dressing their grievances.

Ill. The circumstances of public atl:airs in America
and on the continent of Europe, but more especially in
Engl~nd herself, were every moment becoming more and
more propitious to the political emancipation of Ireland.
A dark cloud appeared collecting over the head of Great
Britain-the rays of her setting sun could scarcely pene-
trate the obscurity of the gloom which surrounded her-
and though she faced the impendincr hurricane with
ma~nanimity. and perseverance, she eiperienced a most
anxIous ~ohcltude at the awful crisis which was rapidly
approachmg her.

Her situation was terrific. The States of America
COlo~lisedby her industry, and peopled by her convicts:
teann~ themsch-es away from the mother country, and
appealmg to the whole world against the tyranny which
at .o.nce had caused and justified her disobedience;
Bntiah annies wandering through boundless deserts, and
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associating with t~e ~avai7e tribes f?r .s~va~e purpose~,
dwindlinO' by theIr vlCtones, and dll1Ulllshmg by thelr
conquest~ surrendering their swords to. those 'whom
they had recently vanquished" and lo\"e~'l!lg the flu!7of
EnO']and with all the courtesIes of contmental wartare,
to fhose' verv men whom the preceding moment they
had proclainied as traitors to their killg and to their
country."

However, the wise and deliherate measures 'which
Ireland on this occasion adopted, proved not only her
unshaken fidelity, but her moderation and her unaflected
attachment to Great Britain. She saw the perilous situ-
ation of her sister country; and though she determined
to profit by the crisis, in justly reclaimillg her commerce
and her constitution. she also determined to stand 01' fall
with the British eml;ire, and to share the fate of England
in the tremendous confederacies which were formed and
,vere forming against her .

• The very different line of conduct adopted by England towards
America and Ireland, when respectively in a state of insurrection, is
very remarkable. The Americans (a mere COlD)]!!) united with French
troops, stood in open rebellion, for the avowed purpose of final Repara-
tion from the mother country, and were proclaimed traitors and rebels by
the Ktng and l'arliament; yet they uniformly experienced from the Bri-
tish military commanders the most decorous and respectful treatment.
Their ~enerals were addressed by their appropriate official titles--their
military rank was recognized by the British army-their oificers, when
taken, were admitted on their parol of honour-and their prisoners were
treated with humanity and attention.

The Irish experienced a very different conduct in 1798, \yhen imme-
diate excCHtlon was generally the "entlest punishment inflicted upon the
insurgents of e\-ery rank, office, an.l description, and the laws of retalia-
tion giying rise to a competition of barbarities, deluged the whole country
in blood, extinguished its sptrit, divided its people, and destroyed its
reputation.

To persons unacquainted with the true history of those transactions,
and the project of the British minister, the ambiguous conduct of Lord
CornwaHis will appear altogether inconsistent and unaccountahle. But
the difficultv will be solved, when it becomes evident, from historic facts,
that, witho.ut that general horror, depression, and dismay which the
extent and continuance of those mutual barbarities had excited through_
out all ranks and classes of people, the measure of a Legislative enion
never durst have been proposed to Ireland, and that this terrific sensa-
tion was critically made use of, as the strongest instrument, to impose
that measure on a people sunk under the lassitude of civil war, and while
in search of peace, fOlietting liberty.

6
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The Irish people felt that they. had a ~ouble duty to
perform-to themselves, and to theIr postenty. England
herself had given them a precedent. She had proved. by
the experience of centuries, that when she had at: object
to achieve in Ireland she had never been restramed by
the punctilious dictat~s either of honour or humanity, and
had never failed to take advantage of the feebleness of
Ireland to impose the grie,"ous weight of her arbitrary
restrictions; she had, at all periods, systematically en-
couraged the internal dissensions of that people, the
better to humble them for the yoke which she had al-
ways been ready to place upon their country. Irelandr
therefore, felt that she would be justified by British pre-
cedent to take advantage of this important crisis, and that
even the practical principles of the British constitution
had declared and justified the right of popular resistance.
England had, upon the same principle of resistance to
arbitrary power, attempted to justify the murder of one
king, and the deposition of another, whilst Ireland, pre-
ferring her allegiance to her policy, remained faithful to
both, and was rewarded for her loyalty by massacre and
confiscation.

However, a hasty or impetuous resistance of the Irish
people, even to the most arbitrary acts of their King or
of their Government, was by no means a principle con-
genial to their political character; whilst it was obvious
to the whole world that England had adopted those
violent and outrageous proceedings against her own
monarchs, upon principles and pretences far less con-
stitutional, and more inconsistent with her liberties than. ,
the measures and conduct whICh had been wantonly and
systematically practised by British ministers against Irish
freedom. With this useful and awful lesson before her
eyes, Ireland wisely considered that she would best raise
an~ establish her national char~cter, and effect her just
objects, by a gradual reassumptlOn of her rights, and a
temperate aJ~dfaIr dcm,:nd of cons~i~l~tionalliberty; that
her moderatIOn would form an cchfYll1O"contrast to the
,:ioleI?-ceand .intemperance of England, whenever her
libertIes were lIlvaded, and that the advantage which the
embarrassed state of Great Britain had now thrown into
the hands of Ireland, would be most honourably exer~
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cised by a calm and loyal, but resolute and effectual
proceeding. She perceived.' however, tl~at the m?mel.1t
most favourable to her objects had arT!ved ; wInch, If
suffered to pass by without et1()]'t, rnig-ht never recur;
and it thereiore only remained to Ireland to ascertain the
means most moderate but most likely to call Great Bri-
tain to a sense of reason and of justice, and to secure to
herself the attainlllent of her rights, without the danger
of hostile convulsion, or the horrors of civil conflict.

England, notwithstanding she had in some instances
suspended, and in others prohibited, the exportation of
Irish manufactures, inundated the Irish markets with
every species of her own; and with a view effectually to
destroy all power of competition in Ireland, the great
capitalists of England determined, even at any loss, to
umlersell the Irish in their own markets-a loss, how-
ever which they thought would be eventually and amply
repaid by the monopoly \yhiclt nmst necessarily succeed
the utter destruction of the Irish manubctme.

This system it was impossible tor the Irish manufac-
turer to resist or counteract; his capital was too small
to bear the losses of competition; resistance would have
been vain; he had theretore no alternative but to change
his trade, or submit, and famish.

It depended on the exertions of the people at large to
resist every vicious and destructive project; and they
lost no time in adopting incipient measures of resistance.
With this view, they resolutely determined to adopt a non-
importation and non-consumption agreement through-
out the whole kingdom; and by excluding not only the
importation, but the consumption of any British manu-
facture in Ireland, visited back upon the English combi-
natol'S the ruin of their own treachery. No sooner was
this measure publicly proposed, than it was universally
ndopted; it ilew quicker than the wind throughout the
whole nation: the manufacturing bodies, the corporate
towns, the small retailers, the general merchants, at once
universally adopted this vigorous determination, and the
great body of the people, by general resolutions, and uni-
versal acclamations, avowed their firm determination to
Support the measure, till they should acquire a restoration
of their political rights ..
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IV. Meanwhile, the armed associations hourly gained
strength in numbers; they began to acquire th~ app~n-
dacres and establishments of a regular army--(hSClplme
and confidence; and gradually consolidated themselves
into regiments and brigades; some p!ocured c~nllon and
field equipages, and formed compames of arttller~; the
completion of one corps stimulated the formatIOn of
another, and at length almost every independent Pro-
testant of Ireland was enrolled as a patriot soldier; and
the whole body of the Catholics deelared themselves the
decided auxiliaries of their armed countrymen.

This extraordinary armament-the recollections of
which will for ever excite in Ireland a devotion to the
cause of liberty, which neither time can efface nor mis-
fortunes extinguish-actuated solely by the pure spirit of
incorruptible patriotism, and signalized by a conduct
more temperate and more judicious, than had ever con-
trolled the acts and objects of any military body in the
history of the world.

The modern military corps, which have been skilfully,
and perhaps wisely, imbodied, to preclude any recur-
rence to the measure of volunteering, possess no analogy
to these celebrated associations, save that the loyalty of
the Volunteers ,vas to their country and their King-the
loyalty of the Yeomen, to the King of England and to
his 1Uinisters.

Selt~1ormed,and self-governed, the Volunteers accepted
no commissions whatever from the Crown, and acknow-
ledged no connection whatever with the Government;
the private men appointed their own officers, and occa-
sionally cashiered them for misconduct or incapacity;
they accepted no pay, the more wealthy soldier cheer-
fully shared his funds with his poorer comrade-and the
officers contributed their proportions to the general stock
purse.

Yet notwithstanding this p:rv~rted state of all military
esta~)lIshn1Pnts, t.helr sl1bordll1atlOnwas complete: the
sokh~'r oheyed. trom the instincti\'e impulse of honour
to hImself and dnty to his conntry; the oflicer com-
manded upon the same principle, and very few instances
OCC~red where either were found to deviate from the
straightest line of military rectitude. The rules of dis-
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cipline were adopted by general. ass.cnt, and that pas~ive
obedience which, in regular armIes, ISenforced by pumsh-
ment, amongst tile VoJlmteers of Ireland was effected by
honour.

Thev assumed various unilonns; green, white, scarlet,
or bluc', were the prevailing colours." Their .1inc~,ther?-
fore, appeared variegated, and peculiarly stnlong. TheIr
arms were at first provided by themselves; but the ex-
traordinary increase of their numbers rendered them at
length unable to procure a sufficient supply by purchase:
they had then but one course-they confidently required
arms from the Government; the Government, whatever
reluctance they might have felt to arm men who acknow-
ledged no supremacy, yet did not think it safe to refuse
their demand; and with an averted eye handed out to
the Volunteers twenty thousand stand of arms from the
Castle of Dublin.

V. Being completely equipped, the acquirement of
persons capable of instructing so large a body in military
tactics, appeared a matter of the greatest difficulty; but
the same events which had at first inspired the Irish
with a determination to arm, furnished them with the
means not only of acquiring discipline, but of increasing
their ardour.

The disasters of the American war had restored to the
bosom of Ireland many brave men, whose health had
sunk under the consequences of wounds and sufferings,
and who, having witnessed the successful struggles of
America for liberty, had returned to Ireland at that
moment when she was critically preparing to assert her
own. The association of these experienced veterans was
sedulous Iy courted by the Irish Volunteers; their orders

• The b.wyer's regiment of Volunteers adoptecl exactly the uniform
of the King's Guards-their motto, "Pro ar;s et for;s." The Kilkenny
regIment (the late F.arl of O~mond'8,)amI the regiments of Ir;sh Bri-
gades, &c., wore I;reen; the motto of the latter, " Vox populi suprema
Zel; cst." During the continuance of the Volunteer corps, no other police
whatever was necesS:J.rythroughout the whole nation-no public delin-
fluent coul,[ pos~ibly escape apprehension-and the most perfect peace
and tmn'luillity preyailerl throughout every county and district in Ireland;
the Volunteers exerted themselves iu every department, as the preser-
vers of public peace, and with an etfect never krlowrl at any former or
later period in that country.

6*
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were obeyed with confidence and, al~crity, ~nd amongst
the country corps the effect of theIr m~tructlOI~Sbeca~e
sl~denly conspicuous; an~, under theIr expcnence, dIS-
cipline advanced with rapId prof?ress.

The intercourse and conversatIon of those persons also
had a powerful effect, by transfusing into their pupils
that military mind which a veteran soldier eun never
relinquish. In their convivial hours, the serjeant, sur-
rounded by his company, expatiating on the events of
actual service, and introducing episodes of individ~ml
bravery, perhaps of his own undaulltedness and sagaCIty,
gradually banished every other topic from their conver-
sation at those meetings. The successful perseverance
of America had impressed even the soldier himself who
had fought against her, with an involuntary respect for
the principles of his enemies; a constant intercou~se
with his Irish associates soon excited in him congemal
feelings, and he began to listen with pleasure to their
interesting question, ""\Vhy should not his own brave
countrymen possess as much constitutional liberty as
those foreign colonists who had conquered him?"

It is difficult to conceive the fascination which seized
upon the heretofore contracted intellect of the military
farmer, hy a repetition of these novel and warlike sub-
jects; the martial propensity of his inn:.lte character had
already rendered him peculiarly susceptible of these ani-
mating impressions, amI he now almost imperceptibly
imbibed a military mind, and acquired a soldier's feeling.
In a word, the whole nation became enamoured of arms;
and those who were not permitted to bear them, consi-
dered themselves as hononred by being employed to
carry the food and ammunition of the soldier.

The chief commanders of these armed bodies were
men of the highcst :1l1d most distinguished characters,
and each corps ,was ltl gC:lcral headed by persons of the
first rt'spectahdil'y III t!tclr respective districts, selected
gClIcrally tor their yopIlbnt,Y and independence; but all
these corps \n'H" tor a consHlarahle time, totally distinct
and uncollllPcted; lIor was it nntil they had for-med into
a consolIdated column, under the command of the amia-
~le ~nd .th~ illl~strious Charlemont, that they acquired
he IrreSIstIble Impulse of a co-operating power. The



OF THE IRISH NATION. 67

mild but determined patriotism of that respected noble-
man' crave a new tint of character to the whole army'b
which he commOlnded, and chased away the tongue of
slander from their objects and their conduct.

In the Illunber of those who, at this moment were
launched, for the first time, into public obseryation,
there appeared a person, who, without possessing the
hio-hest reputation for public talent, or the most unde-
vi~ting line of public principle, by the honest and spi-
rited termination of his political life, has been justly
raised upon the elevated pedestal of national gratitude;
a person, whose carly appointment to the first financial
department of Ireland, and whose official conduct, from
that day to the catastrophe of Irish Parliaments, will
necessarily be the subject of frequent and important
observations, and authorizes an introduction of his name
and character, at an earlier stage of this history, than
would otherwise be consistent with the regular detail of
a progressi,-e narrative.

VI. Sir John Parnel, the commandant of a Volunteer
association," ,vas the son of a crafty and prudent minor
politician (Sir John Parnel, of Rathlegue, in the Queen's
County,) and was educated with a view to a diplomatic
situation; but on his return from the Continent, was
found by his father too deficient in the necessary attain-
ments of evasion and duplicity, to qualify him for the
high departments of foreign diplomacy: his talents,
therefore, became destined for home consumption, and
by the intrigues of his father, and a forced exertion of
his own abilities. he was soon noticed in the Irish Par-
liament as a pers~n of more than ordinary capacity-and
after a ycering course of local politics, he was appointed
Chancellor of the Exchequer. In that situation he con
tinued, till the project of a union called forth the public
virtues of evcry man who possessed any, and too late
openeu the eyes of the nation to its steady friends, and
to its temporizing enemies.

Sir John Pennel had an eminent capacity for public
business, but a lamentable deficiency of system in its
arrangement. His strong mind and cultivated under-
standing lost much of their effect by the flurry of his

• The ~laryborough Volunteers.
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manner, which frequently impeded the perspicuity of
his language. , "

His intellect was clear his memory retentive, and his
conception just; he pos~ess?d ~steem, "yithout an ~~ort
to obtain it, and preserved his fnends, without exerclsmg
his patronage; he supported the Ministry \:ithou~ ofTe~d-
ing the opposition, and all parties united m call1llg hl111
an honourable man.

Plain, frank, cheerful and convivial, he generally pre-
ferred society to trouble, and seemed to have rid himself
of a weight when he had executed a duty. As a finan-
cier, he was not perfect-as a statesman, he was not
deep-as a courtier, he was not polished-but as 3;n
officer, he was not corrupt; and though many years lJ1
possession of high office, and extensive patronage, he
showed a disinterestedness almost unparalleled; and the
name of a relative, or of a dependent, of his own,
scarcely in a single instance increased the place or the
pension lists of Ireland.

Though his education and habits were ministerial, his
mind was intrinsically patriotic, and a sentiment of inde-
pendent spirit not unfrequently burst out from under the
pressure of that official restriction which the duties of
his station had necessarily imposed upon him; but his
appointment as a minister never induced him to forget
his birth as an Irishman; and his attachment to the sove-
reign, never diminished his philanthropy to the subject.

After an honest, faithful, and zealous service of his
king, for seventeen years-as Chancellor of the Irish
Exchequer-he was called upon by the minister to sacri-
~ce his ,principle,s, and betray his ~ountry-to efface the
ImpresslOns of his youth, and tarmsh the honour of his
maturity-to violate his faith, and falsify his conviction'
~ut the, fetters of o~ce co~ld not restrain the spirit of
Its captive: he lost hiS statIOn, but he retained his inte-
grity, and was compensated for the consequences of an
u~deserved dlsnllssal, by the approbation of his con-
SClCnce~nd the affection of his countly.

The Volunteer corps which he commanded, early and
zealously adopted the cause of Irish indcpendence-a
~use .he strenuously adhered to, to the last moment of
hls eXlstence-and in that noble firmness with which he
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resisted a leaislative union, and disobeyed the mandates
of a crafty ~nd vindictive viceroy; he has left ~o. the
present age a brilliant anc~a rare example ~f a 1~1mlster,
honest enough to prefer Ius character to ,ll1S ottice, and
prond enough to postpone his mtcrest to Ius. honour.

VII. The Volunteer system now becomll1g Ulllvcrsal
in Ireland, effected an important and ,'isible change in
the minds and manners of the middle and lower orders
of the people; by the occurrence of new events, and the
promulgation of novel principles, their natural character
became affected in all its bearings, and acquired, or
rather disclosed, new points, which at that period tended
to promote their prosperity, but eventually formed the
grand pretence for the extinguishment of their inde-
pendence.

The familiar association of all ranks, which the nature
of their new military connection necessarily occasioned,
every day lessened that wiue distinction, whidl had
ther21ofore separated the higher and lo\\'er orders of
society-the landlord and the tenant-the llobl('lllan and
the ai'tisan-the general and the soldier-now, for the
first time, sat down at the same hoard-shared the same
fare-and enjoyed the same conviviality. The lower
order learned their own ,veight in the community-the
higher were taught their dependance upon the people-
and those whose illiterate minds had never betore con-
ceived or thought on the nature of political constitutions,
or the fundamental principles of civil government, now
learned from the intercourse and conversation of their
superiors, the rudiments of that complicated but noble
science; the misconception and the abuse of which, has
since become the severest scourge that ever afflicted the
states of Europe.

A visible alteration was also soon observable in the
general appearance of the people; the squalid garb and
careless dress of the Irish farmer was now exchanged
for the minute cleanliness and regularity of the soldier.
A striking revolution took place not only in the minds,
~ut also in the external appearance of the Irish; their
Intellect acquired strength by exercise and information_
their address was improved by intercourse and disci-
pline-and their general appearance by dress and regu-
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larity; and had not the same causes, which led to the
concessions of 1782, induced the British Government to
recall that constitution which had been wrested from its
feebleness, these unparalleled associations would have
conferred advantages on the country, beyond all mea-
sures which human wisdom could have suggested, for its
improvement.
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Unexpected events in the Irish House ofCommons-;\Ir .. Grattan's
Amendment to the Address-His public character and vlclsslt!l<les-
The Amendment-Its effects-Sir Henrv Cavendish-His character-
Mr. Hussey Burgh (the Prime-Sergea'nt) secedes from Government
and substitutes an Amendment for .Mr. Grattan's-the Amendment
passed-First step towards Irish independence-The English Parlia-
ment callous to the wrongs of Ireland-Lonl Shelburne and J,ord
Ossory propose resolutions-The Irish nation determined to assert its
rights-Resolution for a free trade carried unanimously-This circum.
stance one of the remote causes of the Union-Rapid progress of the
Volunteers-Extraordinary militan- hOllOurS paid to the Duke of
LeirHer-Atternpts to seduce the Yolunteers--Earl of Charlemont-
His character.

1. WRILE those transactions were taking place throughout
the country, a memorable and unexpected event occurred
in the Irish Parliament.

The sessions of 1779-80 commenced with a scene
which while it elevated the Irish people to the height of
expectation, and inspired them with a new confidence,
paralyzed the British Government, and for the first
moment, made known decidedly to the councils of that
country, that they had no longer to deal with a timid,
dispirited, and unprotected nation.

The adoption of non-importation and non-consumption
agreements had already created considerable anxiety in
the British Minister as to the probable result of the ensuing
Session, and the Lord Lieutenant was directed to open
the. Parliament with a speech, remotely alluding to his
Majesty's sentiments of liberality, but without specifying
any measure of concession, and so cautiously guarded,
as neither to alarm the Public, nor commit the Govern-
ment, but the days of insipidity had now passed away;
the Viceroy's speeches from the throne, for almost a
century, had becn composed nearly in the same common-
place language and trite observation, and the addresses
of both Houses, in reply to those speeches, had been
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almost invariably mere echoes of the speech i.tself,w:ith
general assurances of liberal supplies and lllcreasmg
loyalty.

On the opening of this Session, however, there appeared
a more than common sensation amongst the leading
members of Parliament. the strong and animated declara-
tions of public sentimel{t which h~d been published during
the proroCTation,made an extraordinary impression, but
the extent or consequences of that impression could not
be ascertained, until the proceedings of the House of
Commons gave an opportunity of observing what eflect
the new spirit of the people would now have upon the
conduct of their representatives.

At length the Parliament assembled; the anxious and
inquisitive eye of the Secretary and of the steady partisans
of Government passed rapidly throughout the whole
House alarmed by the appearauce of some unusual re-
sistance, they endeavoured, from the looks, the sugges-
tions, the manner of the members, to prejudge the result
of the first night's debate, which had generally decided
the complexion of the ensuing session, but no sagacity
could have anticipated the turn which Irish affairs were
to receive on that night-no human foresight could have
predicted that blow which the system of the British
Cabinet was about to receive by one single sentence-
or have foreseen that that single sentence would be
the composition of the first law-officer of the Irish Gov-
ernment.

The Lord Lieutenant's speech was delivered by him,
in the House of Lord's in the accustomed tone of confi-
dence, ambiguity, and frivolous recommendations. and
in the Commons, .the usual echo and adulatory address
was moved by Sn. Robert Deane, a person completely
devoted to the views of Government. A pause succeeded
and an unusual communication was perceivaLle between
s~weral. nwmbers on tlw (.~ov\~rmnent and Opposition
Sides ot the House. A (l\'clded resistance to the usual
qual!licd, address now llecamc ecrtaill; the Secretary,
movlllg lrrcso]nt<'lr from pbcc to place, was seen endea-
VOUIlUg to collect the imlividual opinions of the members
--and the law-otficers of the Crown evinced a diffidence
never before obsermhle in their department; throughout
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the whole House a new sense of expectation and anxiety
was evident.

II. At length Mr. Henry Grattan arose, with a some.
what more than usual solemnity ;-he seemed bboUl'mg
with his own thoughts, and preparing his mind fi)1' a more
than ordinary exertion. The addre~s and t,h? lal1gl~age
of this extraordinary lllall were perfectly ongmal; from
his fust essay in Parliament, a strong sensation had be?n
excited by the point and eccentricity of his powcrful
eloquence i-nor was it long until those transcendent
talents, which afterwards distinguished this cclebratcd
personage-were perceived rising above ordinary capa-
cities, and, as a charm, communicating to his countrymen
that energy, that patriotism, and that perseverance, for
which he himself became so eminently distinguished;
his actioll, his tone, his elocution in public speaking, bore
no resemblance to that of any othcr person; the Jlights
of genius, the arrangemcnts of compusition, aIllI the solid
strength of connected rcasoning,\\u'e singularly blended
in his fiery, yet deliberative language; he thought in
logic and he spoke in antithesis; his irony and his satire,
rapid and epigrammatic, bore down all opposition, and
left him no rival in the broad field of eloquent invective;
his ungraceful action, however, and the hesitating tardi-
ness of his first sentences, conveyed no favourable im-
pression to those who listened only to his exordium, but
the progress of his brilli ..lllt and manly elo(luence soon
absorbed every idea, but that of admiration at the over-
powering extent of his intellectual tit('ulties.

This was Mr. Henry Grattan of 177g-in the vicissi-
tudes of whose suhsequent life will hf~ remarked three
dietinct eras of public character, and disgusting proofs of
p?pular inconsistency-the era of his glory, the era of
11ls calumny, and the era of his resurrection; in the first,
elevated to a pitch of unbounded gratification, by the
attachment, the gratitude, and the munificence of his
eountrYlllcn i-in the second, despoiled of health, of
happiness, and of character, by the artifices of a powerful
enemy, and in the third rising from the bed of sickness,
re-embarking a shattered frame in the service of his
country. In Parliament he taught the doctrines of
Molyneux and of Lucas-he drew the true constitutional

7
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distinctions between the Crown and the Government-
the magistrate and the function-the individual and. the
sceptre. But the partiality of t~e friel~d m.ay. posslb~y
bias the pen of the historian ;-hls pubh~ I?nnc~ples Wi.ll
be best ascertained by tracing the undevmtmg hne of his
public conduct.

The career of this extraordinary man is finishe~ .. But
he survived his country, he lived toview the demohtl~n of
that noble fabric raised by the exertion of his own vlr.tue
and perseverance, and the catastrophe of that constitu-
tion, which, "as he watched over it in its cradle, so he
attended it to its grave." .

III. After an oration, replete with the most. lU~lll?US
reasoning the severest censure pathetic and IrresIstIblew' , heloquence, :Mr. Grattan moved an amendment to. t e
address, viz. "That we beseech your Majesty to beh:ve,
that it is with the utmost reluctance we are constramed
to approach you on the present occasion; but the con-
stant drain to supply absentees, and the unfortunate
prohibition of our trade, have caused such calamity, that
the natural support of our country has decayed, and
our manufacturers are dying for want; famine stalks
hand in hand with hopeless wretchedness; and the only
means left to support the expiring trade of this miserable
part of your Majesty's dominions, is to open a free export
trade, and let your Irish subjects enjoy their natural
birthright."

His arguments had been so conclusive, his position
so self-evident, his language so vigorous and determined,
his predictions so alarming, and the impression which
those combined qualities made upon the House was so
deep, and so extensive, that the supporters of Government,
~ralyzed and passive, seemed almost ready to resign the
TIctory, before. they h.ad even attempted a resistance.

The confUSIOnwinch now appeared on the Treasury
bench was vpry remarkahle, because very unusual. The
Secret~ry (Sir Richard I[cron,) for the first time, showed
a pal~ltul mIstrust III the stf'adiness of his followers; he
percel\'ed that the spirit of the House was risin"" into &

atonn, which all the influence of his otlice would not be
able to allay, direct opposition would be injudicious, if
Dot fatal, palpable evasIOn would be altogether imprac-
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ticable, the temporizing system was almost worn out, and
proerastination seemed to yield no better prospeet of a
favourable issue; the offieers of Government sat sullenly
on their benches, awaiting their customary cue from the
lips of the Minister, but he ~\Vastoo skilful to com~it
himself to a labyrinth, from whence return ~\Vasso ddn-
eult and precarious, and all was silent. At length Sir
Henry Ca\'ell<lislt hesitatingly arose, to declare his dis-
sent to this first decided effort of the Irish Parliament to
assert its liherties.

IV. Sir Henry Cavendish was one of those persons
who are generally found in the front of a popular
assembly, and acquire notoriety by beeoming the oracle
of some insulated department. Though possessed of a
plain, shrewd understanding, abundance of craft, a con-
n~nicnt temper, and imposing plausibility; after una-
vailing efi(Jrt to acquire the fame of a rhetorician, Sir
Henry contented himself with the reputation of profound
knowledge in parliamentary precedents and points of
order.

He was ever prepared with a string of parliamentary
precedents, appropriate to eycry question, and adapted
to every circumstance, which he skilfully contrived to
substitute for reasoning, and oppose to argument, and
should his prolific memory chance to fail him in the quo-
tatioll of his documents, his inventive genius never let
the subject fail for want of an auxiliary.

On points of order he was at least as garrulous as
orthodox, and peculiarly expprt at critical interruption;
under colour of keeping order, he assumed a licenee for
transgressing it,-aud in affecting to check the digression
of others, he freqnently made it the first figure of his
own rhetoric i-he was admirably calculated for desul-
tory debate-when he was right, he was concise-when
he was wrong, he was pertinacious, sarcastic, obstinate,
plausible, persevering-he gained time when he could not
make proselytes, and became the very essence and soul of
procrastination. Sir Hemy was well aware that he durst
not venture an unqualified negative, and endeavoured
cratiily to administer his panacea of precedents, and to
propose what he termed" something more orderly in the
HOlli!e,and more gracious to the Sovereign." He said
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he would vote ao-ainst the amendmcllt-that the business
would be better ~ffectcd by following a precedent in the
year. 1661, whe~l ~he Lords and Comm~~ls of I~:land
appomted commlSSlOners to attend the Klllg-to sup-
plicate the redress of grievances."

V. The die was now cast-and a resistance to the
measure was announced and proceeded on. :My. Scott
(Attorney General) affected to support Sir Henry-but
as if conscious of his ultimate failure, he appeared almost
a new character i-the bold audacity of his address dege-
nerated into an insidious plausibility-his arrogance fled
without an effort-and for once in his life he was tame,
vapid, and equivocal i-an ardent spirit now burst forth
from every quarter of the House. Mr. Henry Flood, a
most prominent personage in Irish history, whose endow-
ments were great, and whose character was distinguished,
the Provost-Mr. Ogle-Sir Ed,vard Ncwnham-and
many others--declared their coin'cidence with the amend-
ment. But though it stated, in true and pathetic language,
the miseries Ireland was subject to, by reason of her
absentees, if pressed too strongly on the tenderest spot of
the interest of Britons, to admit of their concurrence;
while, on the other side, it was conceived not to be tho-
roughly explicit-and not sufficiently peremptory i-the
object was most important-the moment was most critical
-and the amendment was exceptionable. These diffi-
culties had been foreseen.

VI. Mr. Hussey Burgh (the Prime Sergeant) at length
arose from the Treasury bench, with that proud dignity
so congenial to his character, and declared, that he never
would support any Government, in fraudulently con-
c~aling from t~e King the right of his people j-that the
hl;;h o~ce ,~hl~h he posses.sed could hold no competition
W!-th Ius pnnclples and hIS conscience, and he should
c6ns.ider the relinquishment of his gown only as a just
saCrIfice upon the altar of his country j-that strong
statement, ::\lhe1' than pathetic supplication, was adapted
to the cnsls; awl he proposed to 1'11'.Grattan to substi~
!ute for his amcndmellt the following words-" That it
18 not by temporary expedients, that this nation is now"
to ]:Ie saved from impending ruin."
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The effect of his speech" was altogether indescribable,

nor is it easily to be conceived by those who were not
witnesses of that remarkable transaction; the House,
quick in its conception, and rapidly st~sceptible of every
impression, felt the whole £)fce of tIllS unexpected and
important secession. The character-the talents-the
eloquence of this great man, bore down every symptom
of further resistance j-many of the usual supporters of
Government, and some of the Viceroy's immediate con-
nections, instantly followed his example, and in a moment
the victory was decisive,-not a single negative could the
Minister procure,-and Mr. Burgh's amendment passed
unanimously, amidst a tumult of joy and exultation.

This triumph of Irish patriotism, made an instantaneous
and powerful impression on the minds of the people j-it
was their first victory, and the ministers' first discomfiture.
The volunteers attributed this unexpected success to the
impressions which their spirit had ditfused throughout
the country, and they determined to adopt this measure,
as if it had been their own offspring-and thereby identify
the virtues of the Parliament with the energies of the
people. On the circumstance being announced, the
drums beat to arms-the Volunteer associations collected
i~ every part of the metropolis-and they resolved to
lme the streets, and accompany to the gates of the Castle
that part of the legislative body which moved in solemn
procession, to present their wholesome warning into the
hands of the Viceroy.

The secession o( 51r. Burgh from the Government. ~ ,
was not more Important than that of JVI. Connolly
brother-in-law to the Viceroy, and 31r. Burton Cuning:
ham, a constant supporter of ministerial measures-men

.• The author of this memoir was present at that memorable debate
(If debate It can be called,) and the impression it then made upon his
mlll,l can never be effilced. The depression on the one side-the exulta-
hon on the other-the new sensation on both-the obvious feeling which
thIs unex~ected event excite,l in the galleries, crowded by six or seven
hundre!]ot the most respectable persons out of Parliament, and a great
number of ladies of high rank-the general congratulation on the spirit
oj the Parliament, was a scene so remarkable, as never to be forgotten;
but IS attended by the sad reflection, that Mr. Burgh did not long sur-
vive.the service he did his country-nor did his country long survive the
servICewhich he rendered it. -

7-
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in high estimation and of large fortunes-which gave Mr.
Grattan an opportunity for obs~rving, that "t?e people
were thus getting landed securtty for the attamment of
their liberties."

The effect of this measure, though in its nature incon-
clusive, appeared to lay the first stone of Irish indepen-
dence, and greatly increased both the numbers and con-
fidence in Volunteer associations."

Several attempts had been previously made to fix the
attention of the British legislature on the distressed and
dangerous situation of Ireland; but every such effort had
proved totally abortive. Although the critical state of
that country had been discussed in both houses of Par.
liament, and addresses had been voted to the King re-
questing his immediate attention to the aft~lirs of Irelan~,
to which favorable answers had been returned by hIS
Majesty; and though the Irish Commons had also framed
a resolution, in the language of more than common
expostulation; yet the subject passed away from the

• The ,ecret hi,tory of this celebrated amemlment is worthy of record-
ing; it proves that the measures adopted by Ireland, at that period, were
not the work of party or of faction, but the result of the secret and delibe-
rate consideration of the most able and virtuous men of the Irish nation.

l\Ir. Dennis Daly, a man of great abilities, large fortune, exquisite
eloquence, and hig'h character, together with Mr. Grattan, withdrew
themselves to Bray (a village ten miles from the metropolis,) there to
deliberate privately on the mo~t effectual means of attaining the just
rights of their country ;-previous confidentialcommunications had taken
place between them and .Mr.Perry, then Speaker of the House of Com.
mons, who recommended a strong and comprehensive amendment to the
adolressof the ensuing se,sion, as the first step to be taken on the occa-
!lion. 1lr. Grattan (hew up one amendment-Mr. Daly another-and
Mr. Daly's, in his own hand-writing, formed that which Mr. Grattan
moved in the Commons.

At the same time ~imilarcommunications had taken place between Mr.
I1ns-ey Bur~h an,1~Ir. Henry Flood, which gave ri:'e to the amendment
mm"ed by :\Ir. Rllrp:h.

Tint prnpo'lf',Iby :\fr. Grattan Ir:lnin~hrayil, on ahSt11tccs the friends
of that ",,1\- did not. from the complexion of the HOll~, wish to hazard
any dIV!SIOllfI'"'lwctl!1"tlwm: lln,l thrrdofe, to a',o;,! snch discus-"ion,
l\C("('de~1to :\fr. Bllr~h's am'nr'ndment. which did //lit allude to ahsentees,
to aVOid Mr. (;mttan'., which di.l :-anrl to this circlImstance is to he attri.
buted the unaccollntable unanimity with which the measure pao=d bothHouses f Par"-- . ,.~d otb° . uament-and the extrao.nl.inaryseceSl'ionof Mr. Connolly,
an er wel,hty i1Ipportersof Admm Istration.
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attention of the Ministers, and even this session closed,
affording only further and decided proofs of their tem.
porizing duplicity.

VII. Great Britain '\'HS not as yet sufficiently alarmed,
to become just i-she couid not as yet be pcrsuaded that
the Irish people were competent to the redress of their
own grievances; and she considered the warmth of their
public declarations only as the brilliant flashes of a tem-
porary patriotism.

Her egotism blinded her to her state and she fancied
that the same revolution which had confirmed her liberties,
had subjected to her power the liberties of her sister;
and still paramount to justice and to policy, she felt too
proud as yet to bend her attention to the grievances which
she had herself inflicted.

Some powerful friends of Ireland at length began
zealously to espouse her interests. The good Earl Nu-
gent, whose memory and character are still re,-ercd by
those who recollect the sincerity of his attachment to that
country in 1778, made an effort in the British Lords to
call their attention to the distresses of Ireland: but his
efforts were ineffectual. The same nobleman soon after
repeated the same effort; but his weight and abilities
were not equal to his zeal and integrity. His motion was
treated with an unbecoming superciliousness by Lord
North, and death unfortunately, soon after, deprived his
country of one of its truest friends and most dignified and
honest advocates.

VBI, The Earl of Shelhurne, in the Lords, and the
Earl of Upper Ossory, in the Commons, also proposed
strong resolutions in hath HOllses, dr'claratory of the
dan!!CrOllS"t:tle of that cOlllltry." But though the mo-

• Tlw iollO\ying resolntioll was moved, lw the F~'lr] of Shelburne, in
the Brit;,h H'1\I'" oi Lon1,.;. on the Ist day o'f December. 1779:-

.. Rl'''OlH,I---That it i, highly crimina!" in hi8 Majesty'" Ministers to
ha\'e n~!!l~rt~d takin!:!;~tr.~ctual'mea,.;ure" fonhe relief of the k~gdom of
Ir~land. and tn haw 8ullered thedi"omt~nt" of thatcountrytoruJetol!Uch
a hl'l!!ht, as evidently to endanger the ron8titutional connection ~tween
the two kin!:!;dom". and to create new embarra&smentl! 10 the rubhc .coun-
Cil8. throud; ,livision and diffidence, in a moment whl'n rea unanmllty,
grounde,l ;;pon mutual (o'lfidwre G"d 0.0:.'"'0", is confe5lledly el!c<;entla\
to the prt'!en'at'o" of the Bntl!!h empire." "

After a !!hort debate, this motion wa!! rejected. For the motion-
3i Lords. Against it-S2.
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tion was well-timed, the motives of the noble movers did
not proceed from the same feeling which actuated the
resident inhabitants of Ireland. Neither of those noble-
men had been habitual friends to the general interests of
that country. Both of them were total absentees-they
possessed large estates in Ireland, and trembled for theIr
properties-they acted in general opposition to the G?-
vernment, and wished to register the culpability of theIr
adversaries. Their motions were, after very sharp debates,
rejected in both Houses, and Ireland became fully and
finally convinced, that it was not through the occasional
exertion of Irish emigrants, in a foreign legislature, that
she was to seek for the recovery of her rights, and allevi-
ation of her miseries.

Applications to the Government-petitions to the Par-
liament-and supplications to the Crown, had all been
tried in vain: neither the bold remonstrances of right,
nor the piercing cries of necessity, could reach the royal
ear, or penetrate the circle of Ministers which surrounded
the British throne, and concealed from the Irish king a
distinct view of his Irish people. Humble and pathetic
language had failed-the voice of the nation was ex-
hausted by unevailing supplication-and it now became
full time to act in the cause of liberty.

Such being the ascertained disposition of the whole
body of the people, not a moment was to be lost in the
adoption of some measure, too strong to be despised by
ministers, and too moderate to be dangerous to the con-
nection. Delay might now terminate all the hopes of
Ir~land-the crisis might pass away-the public spirit
mIght cool-and the moment so auspicious to the inter-
ests of .the .nation. might. be lost for ever. Though this

,determmatlOn ql1lckly Circulated throughout the whole
country, the people still acted with that deliberate firm-
ness, which, of all conduct, is the most f:'ltal to a political
adversary, and adds most strength and character to popular
I)focl'edlllgs.

IX. The pi'fsonagcs who tht'n led Ireland forward to
her bloodless victor~', well knew the inestimable value of
that pntdent l~rinciple. They were men of great abilities
-p~found ,,":Is~o~-and that effective patriotism, which
considers actIVIty Its necessary friend, but precipitation
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its most dangerous enemy. They instructed the people,
that while they acted with uIHleviating firmness, they
should also act "withprudelltial moderation-that the sus-
pended liberties of a people were most likely to be reco-
vereu from a powerful oppressor, hy a determined hut
cool and pro~ressive persen~rancc-that by deliberate
system none wonlLl be alarmed-wise men would be
attended to-the impetuous be restrained-the wavering
confirmeu-anu the poople steadied: patriotism and con-
fidence would grow up together and become more inti-
mately blended, and the whole nation, without alarm, be
imperceptibly led to one common centre, and become
competent to achieve the strongest measures, before they
were well aware that they had commenced the prepara-
tion ft)r them.

They I\"ere instructed, that on the other hand, undi-
gested and impetnons proceedin~s, if not successful, by
the first mpidity of thei r execnt ion, in general defeat their
own ohject, and rivet tlte chains of that country which
they were mtended to emancipate-that it is more prac-
ticable to advance on gradual claims than recede from
extravagant determinations-and that the inevitable
miseries of civil war, however justifiable upon the princi-
ples and precedent of constitutional resistance, esta-
hlished at the revolution, should be the last resource even
of an enslaved people-and, that though the Irish were
armed, and might demand concession in the attitude and
tone of confidence, it would be much wiser to give their
incipient proceedings the weight and character of citizens,
and reseryc ttH'the last extremitv the threat of soldiers-
that ElHrl<W(l. 11\' this nwans, ,\'ould he sulliciently in-
form('d of th~ determination ~f Irf'land, without feeling
1101' pride too much hUTt, to propose a negotiation, or so
mllch alarmed as to prepare for resistance ..

This discret't reasoning- had its full effect I~~n the
gl'llnality of the nation; and though the ebullltlons of
Pllblic li'l'limr ()('easionally broke forth in ardent resolu-
tions of the Vohmteel- associations-the t/;lmpcrnte system
was (!l'nerally adopted; and it was on~Y'llp~mfully expe-
riencing its final failure, that the e:'thllarl1:tmg.shouts of
an embattled people were heard reverberatmg tram every
quarter of a military country.
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metropolis, which finally confirmed and consummated that
judicious measure, and at length convinced Great Bri-
tain, that Ireland wonld no longer submit to insult and
domination, and had commenced a gradation of active
proceedings, of which the climax might ultimately, though
unfortunately, produce a rupture of the connection.

These resolutions were enforced with rigor and strict-
ness. Few men, however their interest might be affected,
would wantonly risk the imputation of being traitors to
their country, and encounter the dangers of popular
retribution, which was, in some few instances, actually
inflicted.

The nation now paused for a moment: it found itself
prepared to commence its great work of constitutional
regeneration, and stood steadily and firmly watching with
an anxious eye, for the operation of this first overt act of
determined patriotism. The people had now ascended an
eminence suiIicientlv elevated to give them a fnll view of
their friends and at' their enemies-they had peaceably
hoisted the first standard, and made the first proclamation
of liberty. A mutual compact of the citizen to support
the soldier, and the soldier to defend the citizen, formed
a very remarkable feature in all their resolutions-and
though the milifary associations had not (as such) yet
assumed a deliberative capacity, it was obvious that their
discretion alone had continued the distinction-and, that
though they spoke by two tongues, there was in fact but
one heart amongst the people.

This bold measure, howe\'er it may hayc been eclipsed
by the morc striking importance of ennts which succeeded
each other in a rapid progression, yet had a momentous
influence on the subsequent fate and policy of Irelaml, and
must be considered as the commencement of that interest-
ing course of political transactions, which suddenly raised
her to the highest pitch of national pride and prosperity,
and afterwards hurled her down the destructive precipice
of misery and degradation.

The spirited adoption and obstinate adherence of the

N. B.-This resolution had been preceded, some months before, .by
similar re50lutions in Galway ant! other part!'! of Ireland; but the natl?n
could not be considered as havin~ generally adopted thCk«e8l'ntIments. tlll
they were sanctioned by the metropolis.
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Irish people to these resolutions, now flashed ,as a neW'
light in the eyes of the British AdministratIOn. The
power of the English statutes, ~which bound the com-
merce of Ireland, was, by these resolutions, almost a~ the
same moment denied and demolished, ~without the ald of
arms, or tumult of insurrection, and the pride ~nd power
of Great Britain received that warning blow, wInch taught
her what she had reason to expect from a further perse-
verance in her favorite system. The Ministry wer~ asto-
nished: the arm of usurpation, which had so long wIelded
alternately the sword and commanded the coffer, fen
paralyzed and lifeless by the side of the usurpers., But
the fate of empires is governed by the same fatahty as
the chequered life of individuals; and this very measure,
which so auspiciously and proudly asserted, and the
events which afterwards so completely acquired the con-
stitutional independence and commercial freedom of ~re-
land, will be found the ulterior pretence for revoklllg
those great acquirements. England, compelled to concede
was determined to reclaim, and from the first hours of
reluctant concession, pursued that deep and insidious sys-
tem, which will be fully traced and developed in the
course of Irish transactions, and will be found conspicu-
ously active, from the commercial tariff of 1784, through
every stage of the regency, and the rebellion, to the com-
pletion of that measure, entitled a legislative Union be-
tween the two countries.

XI. The Volunteer associations of the metropolis soon
perceived, that however numerous their force and exten-
sive their popularity, it required some strong link of con-
nection to unite military bodies, so entirely distinct and
independent of each other-who acknowledged no supe-
rior to their respective -commanders, and no control but
voluntary obedience.

To s~cure t~eir unanimity, perhaps even their perma-
ne~ce, It !cqmred s~me ~onsolidating authority, whose
wClght mIght restralll Within proper limits the uncon-
trolled spirits of a body, assuming the double capacity of
a soldier and of a citizen.

Th~s essential object could only he attained by the
selection of some high and dignified personaO'c whose
rank and character, riSiDIJ' beyond the reach of c'ommon
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competition, might unite together, under one common
c~ief, that diversity of views and objects which must ever
dIstract the proceedings of detached associations.

~he Volunteers of Dublin saw clearly, that military
bodIes, however laudable their views, must be more than
commonly subject to the fallibility of human institutions,
and that to have the effect and impetus of an army, they
mu.st submit themselves fully to its control and organi-
zatIOn.

They did not, however, long hesitate in their choice of
~ c<?mmander. Every eye seemed to turn, by general
mstmct, on William, Duke of Leinster. His family,
from the earliest periods, had been favorites of the peo-
ple-he had himself, when Marquis of Kildare, been
the popular representative for Dublin-he was the only
Duke of Ireland-his disposition and his address com.
bined almost every quality which could endear him to
the nation. The honesty of his heart might occasionally
mislead the accuracy of his judgment; but he always
intended right, and his political errors usually sprung
from the principle of moderation.

This amiable Nobleman was therefore unanimously
elected, by the armed bodies of the metropolis, their
General, and was immediately invested with all the
honours of so high a situation; a guard of Volunteers
was mounted at his door--a body guard appointed to
attend him on public occasions--and sentinels placed on
his box when he honoured the theatre j he was followed
with acclamations whenever he appeared j and something
approaching to regal honours attended his investiture."

• A whimsical circumstance took place on this occasion, which shows
the extreme credulity with which every intelligence respecting Ireland
was then swallow&! in Great Britain. The appointment of the Duke,
as General in Chief, was celebrated by the Volunteers in College-green,
with great solemnity. Thcir artillery was ordered out, and a vast con-
course of people were assembled. The captam of a Wlllteha\'en collIer,
who had just landed. and come unexpectedly to the spot, on mqumng
the rea-"On of such reJolcmg, was Jocularly m formed , that the people
were crowning the Duke Kin~ of In-land. lie wailed for no lurther
information-got back with all expedition to his ve_l in the bay, and
sailed instantly for Liverpool; where he made an affidaVIt before the
l\>Iavor, that he was present and !'aW the Duke of Lemster crowned
King of Ireland the preceding day. An exprestnva.s Illst.:\ntl): despatched
to London with the affidavit to the BntIsh Mmlster&-a cabmet eouncil

8
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This was the first measure of the Volunteers towards
the formation of a regular army; its novelty and splen-
dor added greatly to its importance, and led the way to
the subsequent appointments which soon afte~ complete~
their organization. The mild and unassumIng dl.SpOSI-
tion of the Duke, tending, by its example, to restraIn the
over zeal of an armed and irritated nation, did not con.
tribute much to increase the energy of their proceedings}
and at no distant period deprived him, for a moment, ot
a portion of that popularity which his conduct (with but
little deviation) entitled him to, down to the last moments
of his existence.

A new scene now presented itself to the view of thtl
British Minister, and embarrassed, to an unparalleled
dcgree, every measure of the Irish administration. A
regular army, composed of every rank of society, raisc.d,
armed, and disciplincd in thc midst of the metropolis,
independent of the Crown, and unconnected with the
Government, disdaining all authority of either over their
military concerns, and, under the eye of the Yiceror,
appointing a commander in chief, and avowing thmr
determination to free their country or perish in its ruins,*
the standing army tame spectators of this extraordinary
spectacle, and almost participating the flame which they
might be called upon to extinguish j the Government,
irresolute, and shrinking within the Castle, not only
tolerated, but even affected to countenance, this unpa-
ralleled procedure. The new commander of the Volun-
teem was received and recognized by the public author-
ities, and the regular soldiery at length involuntarily
paid him the same military attentions as their own
commanders.

But though the Government, from policy, affected to
bear the s~ght with complacency and patience, they
reflected, WIth the deepest solicitude, on the situation of
the country, and secretly made every effort to divide or
weaken the military associations. Every device was

was immediately sUJ?moned,to deliberat~ on this alarming intelligence,
wh~n the amval of the regular mall diSSipatedtheir consternation, by
~g the real ~auses of the rejoicing.

The followmg label was affixed to the mouth of the Volunteer fan-DOn--" .d Free Trade Qr__ "
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used to seduce the soldier from his officers, or to detach
the most popular officers from the command of the
soldiers. The one was offeredcommissions and pay from
the Crown, the other oflices in the public departments.
No scheme was left untried-no means were forgotten,
to achieve this object; but it was all in vain-the spirit
of the people was then too high, and their patriotism too
ardent to admit of syc.h negociation-and every attempt
became not only futIle, but also gave an additional
strength to the measures and declarations of the people.

The appointment of the Duke of Leinster to the com-
mand of the Volunteers of the metropolis, was quickly
followed by that of other district generals; and the or-
ganization of four provincial armies was regularly pro-
ceeded on; the country gentlemen, of the highest con-
sideration and largest fortune, vied with each other in
their efforts to promote it; mallY leading members of
the Irish parliament were individually active in promo-
ting the common object-and from single corps were
soon collected county regiments and provincial armies
ready to take the field at the command of their officers,
and to sacrifice their lives and their properties for the
emancipation of their country.

Still, however, something was wanting to complete
their organization; provincial armies had been formed
and disciplined, but still these armies were independent
of each other-there was no general head, to put the
whole in motion-no individual to whom all would own
obedience, and such an appointment seemed indispensa-
bly essential to secure their co-operation.

But this was a task more serious and more difficult than
had yet occurred. ~Where could be found the man,
whose integrity was incorruptible-whose wisdom was
profound, whose courage was invincible, yet whose
moderation was conspicuous, and whose popnlarity \vas
extensive? Ireland could not boast a Washington, yet
so critical was her situation at that moment, that a com-
bination of all these qualities seemed to be requisite in
the person to whom should be entrusted the guidance of
eighty thousand patriot sol~liers. Sueh a. persollag~ was
not to be discovered; and It was only left to the Volun-
teers to select the purest character of that day, and leave
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his guidance to the councils less of the concurring than
of the counteracting qualities of the inferior commanders.

XII. Public affairs in Ireland now began to wear a
serious and alarming aspect. The Leinster army appointed
the Earl of Charlemont its commander in chiet~ the other
armies proceeded rapidly in their organization. Provin-
cial reviews were adopted; and every thing assumed the
appearance of systematic movement ..

The elevation of Lord Charlemont to that high com-
mand, though it formed a more decided military establish-
ment for the Volunteer army, was probably the very
means of preserving the cOllnection between the two
countries i had the same confidence and command bee~
entrusted to a more ardent or ambitious character, It
might have been difficult to calculate on the result of
combining an intemperate leader with an impatient army,
but the moderation of Lord Charlemont gave a tone and
a steadiness to the proceedings of the people, which mig~t
otherwise have pointed to a distinct independence. HIS
character had long preceded his elevation i in the North,
his influence was unlimited, and though the Southern an~
Western Volunteers had not as yet consolidated theIr
force with the other provinces, they were in a high state
of discipline and preparation, and soon adopted the same
principles, which the appointment of the Earl of Char-
leml.mt had now difl'used through the other parts of the
Nation.

From the first moment that James Earl of Charlemont
embarked in Irish politics, he proved himself to be one
of the most honest and dignified personages that can be
traced in the. annals of Irish history j the love of his
conntry was mterwoven with his existence-their union
was complete, their separ<l:tiollimpossible; but his talents
we~e rat~er of the cond?ctmg class, and his wisdom of a
d~hberatIve nature-hiS mind was more pure than
VIgorous-more elegant than powerful-and his capacity
seemed better adapted to counsel in peace than to com-
mand in war. '

Though he was not devoid of ambition and was proud
of his popularity, his principles were 'calm and his
tnoderation pr~ominant i-for some years at the head of
a great army Ul the heart of a. powerful people-in tho
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hand of an injured nation-during the most critical
epoch that a kingdom ever experienced-he conducted
the Irish nation with incredible temperance-and, in the
midst of tempests, he flowed on, in an unruffled stream,
fertilizing the plain of liberty, and enlarging the channel
of independence-but too smooth and too gentle to turn
the vast machinery of revolution.

His view of political objects, though always honest was
frequently erroneous i-small objects sometimes appeared
too important, and great ones too hazardous ;-though he
would not actually temporize, he could be seduced to
hesitate-yet even when his decision was found wander-
ing from the point of its destination, it was invariably
discoverable that discretion was the seducer.

Had the unwise pertinacity of England persisted in
her errors, and plunged his country into more active
contest, his mildness-his constitution-and his loye of
order-would have unadapted him to the yicissitudes of
ciyil commotion, or the energetic promptitude of military
tactics i-but fortunately the adoption of his counsels
rendered his sword unnecessary; and by the selection of
one man, to combat for the liberties of Ireland, he raised
a youthful champion for his country, whose sling soon
levelled the giant of usurpation, and he wound a laurel
round the bust of the deliverer, which will remain un-
faded, till the very name of Ireland shall be obliterated
from amongst nations.

His indisposition to the extent of Catholic liberty-
nourished by the prejudice of the times-was diminished
by the patriotism of the people i-the Catholics of 1780
preferred their country to the claims, as those of 1800
preferred their claims to their country-and amongst
that people he gained by his honesty, what he lost by his
intolerance, and lived just long enough to experience and
to mourn the fallibility of his predictions.

Around this Nobleman the Irish Volunteers flocked as
around a fortress i-the standard of liberty was supported
by his character-the unity of the Empire was protected
by his wisdom; and as if Providence had at~ached him
to the destinies of Ireland, he arose-he flounshed-and
he sunk with his country.
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CHAPTER V.

Spirit of the Irish and humiliation of the English Govemment-Prepara.
tion for hostilities-Lord North's embaITa58lJlent-Kmg's concIllator,
I!peech3Jld the consequent proceedings-Duplicity of Ministers-Thll
people alarmed-Volunteer Organization proceeds-MutinY BIll-
Alarming rencontre of the Volunteers and Regular Army-~ntolera~ctl
of England-Further Grievances of Ireland-Proceedings In .the Insb
Parliament-O'Neill of Sh3Jle's Castle-His character and mfluenc.
-Address to the Volunteers-Its results.

I. THE British Government at length awakened from
their slumbers-their dreams of power and security noW
vanished before the view of their increasing dangers i-a
reliance on the omnipotence of English power-at all
times chimerical-would now have been presumptuous j-
the Irish nation, to whose bravery and whose blood the
victories and conquests of Britain had been so eminently
indebted, now called imperatively for their own righ~s,
and demanded a full participation of that constitution, m
support of which they had daily sacrificed so great a
proportion of their treasure and their population.

The Irish soldier and the Irish seaman could never be
supposed to remain unfeeling spectators, whilst, their
own country was struggling for its dearest libertIes, ,or
bec?me the mercenary instruments of their own subJU-
gation. Even their indisposition to the British serVIce
would have reduced the armies and navy to debility;
but their defections would have been fatal to the power
of Great Britain, and have enabled Ireland irresistibly to
effect, her total independence. The balance of Europa
was lIkely to under!?o a great change i-the improv~dent
attachment to contmental politics-almost exclUSIvely
engrossed the attention of. England; and the completion
of a. mer~e~ary. league WIth a petty potentate of a Ger-
~c pnncIpahty, inferior even to one Irish county was
consIdered of more importanj::e by the British Cabinet,
than all the ~ries, the dangers, and oppressions of
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Ireland. But the British Government now perceived
their error, when it was too late to temporize-and that
arrogance, which, for centuries, had hardly condescended
to hear her groans, was now started into attention.

II. Affairs now approached fast towards a crisis; the
freedom of commerce being the subject most familiar and
comprehensible to the ideas of the people, was the first
object of their solicitude. " A Free Trade" became the
watchword of the Volunteers, and the cry of the Nation i
-the Dublin Volunteer Artillery appeared on parade,
commanded by James Napper Tandy, with labels on the
mouths of their cannon, "Free Trade or speedy Revo-
lution j placards were pasted up in every part of the city,
to the same effect, until the determined proceedings of
all ranks and classes of the people, connected with the
operation of the non-importation agreements, left no fur-
ther room for ministerial procrastination.

The British Minister now became alarmed, and trem-
bled for the consequences of his political intolerance; he
had no passage to retreat by, and after every struggle
which circumstances could admit of, the British Cabinet
at length came to a resolntion, that "something must be
done to tranquilize Ireland." The King was informed of
their determination, and was prevailed upon to accede to
it. His Majesty had received a severe shock, by the unex-
pected events of the American contest, and the additional
mortification of compulsory concessions to Ireland, was
little calculated to tranquilize his feelings; however,
absolute necessity required his acquiescence; and it was
finally determined, by the executive Power of Great
Britain, to adopt means, if not altogether to satisfy, at
least to conciliate and to concede considerably to Ireland.

From this determination, the affairs in the British
Empire began to wear a new aspect; the day was fast
approaching when England, for the first time, must con-
descend to acknowledge her own errors, and, in the face
of Europe, to humble herself before a people, who had,
for six centuries, been the slaves of her power rather
than the subjects of her affection..

Lord North had now a more difficult task to perform
than he at first conceived to recant his avowed principles,
to humble the pride of hi~ own country, and submit to the
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justice of another, and above all, to jus~ify his own C'ln.
duct which had reduced both countnes to that state
whi~h required those concessions: an awful lesson to all
Governments, how cautiously they shoul~ arrogate to
themselves a dominion, of which the basIs was power
and the superstructure injustice.

III. But all subterfuge had ended, and on the 24th of
November, 1782, his .Majesty ascended the throne,. to
proclaim his first substantial act of grace to the ~r~sh
nation, and to call the immediate attention of his BntlS?
Parliament to the situation of that country," but hIS
:Majestyobviously insinuated, that his attention to Ireland
was attracted by a consideration for the safety of Great
Britain-and that the benefits to be extended to Ireland
should be only such as would be for the common ,in,terest,
not of Ireland abstractedly, but of all his domUllOns-
and by that very act of conceding to Ireland, he virtually
asserted the supremacy of the British Parliament.

This speech was immediately attended to by the British
Parliament; the opposition received it as a triumph over
the Minister, and gladly acceded to a declaration which
proclaimed the imbecility and misconduct of the Cabinet.
An actual insurrection in Ireland-the certain conse-
quence of further inattention-would have certainly de-
prived the Minister of his station, and perhaps eventually
of his head.

A coincidence of events thus united two hostile inter-

• That clause of his Majesty's speech, which related to Ireland, ran
as follows:

"In the midst of my care and solicitude for the safety and welfare of
TillS coun~ry, I have not been inattentive to the state of my loyal and
fmthful kmgdom of .Ireland. I have (in consequence of your addres-
ses, presente~ to me m the last session) ordered such papers to be col-
lected and laId before you, as may assist your deliberations on this im-
porta?t busmess; and I recommend it to you to consider what FURTHER
benefits and advantages may be extended to that kingdom by such re!!'u-
lations and slIch meth~ds, as may most effectually promote the COM~~ON
Btren~h, wealth, and mterests ot ALL my dominions."

.ThIS was qlllckly followed up by resolutions giving the lie direct to
~mg ~illi~m, and to the ~ssertions of their own ancestors-and by pass-
mg bIlls, distmctly repealIng all the acts which their predecessors had
~ ~lutely essentzal to secure the prosperity of England from the
....n~ 1ndUBtry of the Irish ...
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ests in one honest object; and Ireland was destined to
receive, through the ambition of one party, and the
terror of another, thosc rights which she had so long in
vain solicited from thcir justice.

This speech was immediately followed by the measures
recommcnded by his l\Iajcsty, and thc same Parliament
which had so repeatedly withheld the just rights of Ire-
land, now thought they could not too hastily accede to
her claims; and hardly a day was omitted, till the pro-
posed arrangement was proceeded on....

Messages were sent over to Ireland, to announce the
happy tidings to the people, and emissaries were dis-
persed over every part of the kingdom, to blazon the
liberality and justice of Great Britain.

IV. The Minister, however, justly suspecting, that so
soon as the paroxysms of Irish gratitude, for this unac-
customed condesccnsion, should subside, and give way
to calm reflection, that nation could not avoid perceiving,
that until their constitution became independent, and the
usurpation of England should be altogether acknow-
ledged, these favours could have no stability, and might
be revoked, at a more favourable opportunity, by the
same authority which originally conceded them.

To obviate these feelings, the Minister continued the
Committee on Irish affairs open from time to time, now
and then passing a resolution in favour of that country,
and thus endeavouring to wear out the session, which he,
no doubt, intended should terminate his favours.

The whole nation at length perceived the duplicity
of proceedings which, while they purported to extend
benefits to Ireland, asserted the paramount authority of
Great Britain, and converted its acts of concession into
declaratory statutes of its own supremacy.

Reasoning of this nature soon made a deep impression
on the public mind, and meetings were held throughout
the kingdom, to declare the national feeling on this i~-
portant subject; fourteen cowlties at once avowed theIr
determination to tear down these barriers which excluded
them from a full participation of the British constitution,

• The British Parliament met the 25th of November, and the first bills
of conce58ion received the royal aesent the 21 st December. C ,"



94 RISE AND FALL

and to establish, at the risk of their lives and fortunes,
the independence of the Irish legislature, beyond the
power of British re-assumption.'"

This spirit and this determination spread themselves
universally amongst the people; the cry of "Free Trade"
was now accompanied with that of" Free Parliament,"
and that patriotic enthusiasm which had so effectually
asserted the commerce of Ireland, now arose with double
vigour to assert its constitution.

V. The Volunteer army, in the mean time, rapidly
advanced in discipline and numbers: the success which
had attended this first effort of their steadiness acted as
a powerful incitement to the continuation of their exer-
tion; they felt, with exultation, that at the very time
they were in arms, without the authority of the CrowJ.1,
or control of their Sovereign, his Majesty, from hlS
throne, condescended to pass unqualified eulogillms on
the loyalty and fidelity of the people-expressions, which,
if considered with reference to the King, were graciolls-
but with reference to the Government, which framed
them, were clearly intended as an anodyne to lull that
spirit which durst not be encountered.

Proyincial reviews of the Volullteer armies were noW'

• As the g-eniusand disposition of a people are often discoverable, not
only by trivial but ludicrous circumstances, so their national poetry and
music have a very considerable effect in rousing the spirit, and disclosing
the character. At this period the press teemed with publications of every
quality, in prose and verse, on the subject of fresh grievances. A stanza
from one of the popular songs of that day, shows the pointed humour
and ~himsicalligh~ness which characterize that people even upon the
most lmporlant subjects.

In all1ulingto th.eIrish beiI.1g.deprived of the woollen trade by Eng-
land, and the mIlitary aSSOClatlOnsof Ireland to assert her liberty, the
stanza runs thus:

"'Vas she not a fool,
'Vhen she took oi our wool
To leave us so much of the'

leather, the leather 7
It ne'er entered her pate,
That a sheep'S skin, u'ell beat
JVould draw a ll.'ltole nation'

TOGETHER, TOGETHER."
These worus were adapted to a popular air, and became a favounte~'Io.0! the Vl:!lunteers,and a patriotic song amongst the peasantry

-""fr'UUl the kingdom.
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adopted, and a more regular staff appointed to the gene-
ral officers; new trains of artillery were formed-that of
Belfast W8.S brought to considerable perfection. Earl
Charlemont was called on to n'yiew the ::\orthern army;
on his tom he was attended by llIany pc'rsons of the
highest distinction, and his suit had all the appearance
of military dignity and national importance. His Lord-
ship returned to reyiew the Leinster corps in Dublin.
His aid-dc-camps were men of the highest character and
of the first ability. Barry Yelverton, Hussey Burgh
(both of whom were afterwards Chief Barons of the
Exchequer,) and Mr. Grattan, were on his staff.

The Volunteer army had acquired the discipline of an
efficient force, and at that period amounted to above
eighty thousand soldiers, ready for actual service, aided
by the zeal, the prayers, and the co-operation, of nearly
f1H' millions unarmed inhabitants.

The British GOyernlllent, which had vainly supposed
that enough had been done, if not to satisfy, at least
some\\-hat to disunite the Irish people, now perceived
how ill they had calculated on the character of that na-
tion, and felt, with pain and disappointment, the futility
of their designs, and the feebleness of their authority.

The dilemma of the Minister was difficult and dis-
tressing; any effort to seduce the Volunteers would have
roused-any attempt to dupe them would but inflame,
and to resist them would have been impossible: dis-
tracted, therefore, by every species of embarrassment, he
suffered the Irish nation to pursue its course without
direct opposition, and trusted to the chance of events for
the prcselTation of the empire.

Gran' alHlmost important circumstances now opened
to the puhlic yie\\-, <lnd illlperatiyely eoncnrred to put
tIll' cOllstitutional elaims of Ireland directly in issue with
the British kgisbtmc.

The arIlIY in Ireland had been under the regulations
of a Brit ish statute; and the hereditary revenue of the
Cr()\\"l], with the aid of a perpetual mutiny hill, enabled
the British Government to cOlllmand at all times a stand-
ill~ army ill Ireland, without the authority or the control
of its Parliament.

This unconstitutional power, hitherto almost ullnoticeu
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in Ireland now that the principles of liberty had been
disseminated amongst the people, and th.at an indepen-
dent army of Irish~nen. l~ad. been orgamzed? ~ecame. a
subject of general dissatisfactIOn. Some patnotlc. magis-
trates determined to make a stand upon that pOll1.t,a~d
to bring the legality of British statute.s, as opera.tll1gll1
Ireland, into issue, through the medllun of their own
conduct, in refusing to obey them ...

To effect this measure, they determll1ed to resl~t the
authority of the British mutiny act, and by refusmg t?
billet soldiers, under the provisions of that statute, soh-
cited complaints against themselves, for the purpose of
trying the question.

This measure would at once have put Ireland and the
usurpation of Great Britain in direct issue; but the Irish
judges were then dependent upon the S:rown; t.hey
held their offices during pleasure only; Judges might
differ with the juries-the people with both-and the
result of a trial of such a question, in such a way, waS
considered by all parties as too precarious, to hazard the
experiment.

The career of independence however proceeded with
irresistible impetuosity; a general feeling arose that a
crisis was fast approaching, when the true principles of
the Irish constitution must be decisively determined.

Though the regular forces and the Volunteer army
were on the most amicable terms, yet jealousies might
eventually be widened into a breach, pregnant with the
most disastrous consequences. 'rhis was an extremity
the Viceroy determined to avoid; and orders were issued
to the army, to show every possible mark of respect to
the Volunteers; their officers received the usual military
salute from the regular soldiers, and at the request of
the Volunte?rs a few troops of cavalry were ordered by
t~e Lord LI~ute1.lant to assist in keeping the Volunteer
hnes at a reVieW111 the Phrnnix Park. But an accidental
circumstance some time afterwards occurred which
showed. the ~lCcessily.for cultivating that cordi~lity, on
the contmuatlOn of which the tranquillity of the nation so
entirely depended.

VI. Lieutenant Doyne, of the second reO'iment of
Horse, marching to relieve the guards in Dublin Castle,
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at the heau of the cavalry, came accidentally, on Essex
Bridge, directly at right angles with a line of Volunteer
infantry commanded hy Lord Altamont. An instant
embarrassment took placc--Dl1e party must halt, or the
other could 1I0t pass: neither wonld recede-etiquette
seemed likely to get the better of prudence-the cavalry
advanced-the Yolunteers cOlltinucd their progress, till
they were nearly in contact; never did a more critical
moment exist in Ireland. Had one drop of blood been
shed, through the impetuosity of either officer, m'en in
that silly question of precedence, the Irish Volunteers
would have beat to arms, from north to south, in every
part of the kingdom, and British connection would cer-
tainly been shaken to its very foundation.

As the cavalry advanced, Lord Altamont commanded
his corps to continue their march, anu incline their
bayoncts, so as to be ready to defend their line. The
cavalry officer, wisely rcfleding, that by the pause even
of a single moment, every possibility of disagrecment
wonld be ooviateu, halted his men for an installt-the
Volunteers passed on-and the affair ended without fur-
ther dillicul t\'.

This circuinstance, however trivial, was quickly circu-
lated, and increased the public damour. Resolutions
were entered into by almost every military corps, and
every corporate body, that they would no longer obey
anv'laws, save those enacted by the King, Lords, and
Coinmons of Ireland; and this spirit gradually embraced
the whole population, till at length it ended in the cele-
brated resolutions of Dungannon, whieh established the
short lived independence of that nation.

VII. William Dllke of Lcinster had long been the
f"yomite and the patron of the Irish people, and never
did the physiognomist enjoy a more fortunate elucidatio~
of his science: the softness of philanthropy-the plaCI-
dity of temper-the openness of sincerity-the sympathy
of friendship-and the ease of integrity-stamped cor-
responding" impressions on his artless count<;~ance, an.d
left but little to conjecture as to the compositIOll of Ius
character.

His deyated rank and extensive ronnectiolls gave him
a paramonnt lead in Irish polItics, which his naked talents

9
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would not otherwise haye justified; though hi~ capa.c!ty
was respectable, it was not brilliant, and hIS .abllItles
were not adapted to the highest class of polttlcal .pre-
eminence." On public subjects, his conduct sometImes
wanted energy, and his pursuits perse\"erance; m some
points he was weak, and in some instances erroneo~ls,
but in all he was honest: from the day of his matunty
to the moment of his dissolution he wa:s the undeviating
friend of the Irish nation-he considered its interests and
his own indissolubly connected-alive to the oppressions
and miseries of the pcople, his feeling heart participated
in their misfortunes, and felt the smart of eyery lash
which the scourge of power inflicted on his country. As
a soldier, and as a patriot, he perfoflllcd his duties; and
in his plain and honourable disposition, was found col-
lected a happy specimen of those qualities which best
compose the character of an Irish gentleman.

He took an early and active part in promoting the for-
mation and discipline of the Volnnteer associations, he
raised many corps and commandeu the Dublin Army.
The ancient celebrity of his family, the vast extent of his
possessions, anu his affability in private intercourse, co-
operated with his own popularity in extending his in-
flue~ce ~nd few persons ever enjoyed a more general and
mented mfluence amongst the Irish people.

The Irish Catholics, at this period, wen~much attached
to the Geraldines, and pursued a conduct so meritorious,
that even the bitterest enemies of that Ix)dy acknowledged
the l~nc.ommonmerit of their conduct: their open friends
multlplIed, their secret enemies diminished, and they
gradually worked themselves into the favour and confi-
dence of their Protestant countrymen thoug-h loaded with
se,:"~re restri?tio.ns, though pui out' of the pale of the
BrItIsh ?onStItutlOn,.and groaning under the most cr~el
and unjust oppreSSIOn,they were active and patriotic,
they forgot the tyranny under which they groaned and
only felt the chains ~hich fettered and op'pressed'their
?ountry; a general umon of all sects seemed to be cement-
lDg-the animosity of ages was sinking into obliyion, and

• The ~litical abilities of ~is G~ce were likened, by a gentleman of~,a,tpub c. ~ent. to "a fan fertIle field. without either a weed or a
........ tIOwer ill It»
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it was reserved for the incendiaries of a later period to
revive that barbarous sectarian discord-a weapon, with-
out which the British Government would have ever found
Ireland too prond for the intlllence of power, and too
strong for the grasp of annexation.

The doctrine of pnre democracy was then hut a weak
exotic, to 'which the heat of civil war in America had
given the principle of vegetation_ In Ireland, it was
uncongenial to the minds, and unadapted to the character
of the people; and during the whole progress of those
events, which preceded the attainment of Irish indepen-
dence, its progress was only observable in the intimate
association of the distant ranks in military bodies, and
the idea of revolntion never extended further than to
attain the undisturbed enjoyment of a free Parliament,
and to remove tor ever the ascendency of the British
Government o\-er the crown of Ireland.

VIII. Xotwithstandin£; all these occurrenCeS. the
Britisll people, in their JUttlIre jealous and egoti~tical,
still remained obstinately blind to the true state of ire-
land enjoying the blessIngs of independence, under a
resident monarch and an unfettered parliament-they
felt interested only in their own aggrandizement-their
solicitude extended solely to their own concerns-and
without reflecting that the same advantages which they
so liberally possessed, were denied to Ireland, they attri-
buted the uneasiness of that nation rather to innate
principles of disaflection, than the natural result of misery
and oppression.

Everv element of a free constitution had been torn
away b~T the rough hand of a toreign legislature, enacting
la ws, to which the representatives of the Irish people
were ntter strangers. Yet this usurpation had been
sanctioned by the dictum of a British jndge, who added
to his reputation, by giving an unqualified opinion for
Irish sla \Tery.*

• It j,; painful to see a British jllrl,~e an,l commentor-whose dutr it
wa,; at lea,t to rc,...pect the vital principle,; of that constitlltlonundcr which
he acte.l~g:ivill~ a decisive opinion for" legis/al ion u-ithout rcprcsCilla-
tlves," and: in the ca:'e of Irelan,!, condemning- that sentinel, by whose
vigilance alone the property, the liberty. and the lives of Englishmen
are protected.
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IX. The salaries of the Judges of Ireland \\'ere then
bar~ly ~ufficient to k~ep them <:-hov~\\'all~, 0.:1([ they.held
theIr ofhces only uunng the WIll at the Untlsh :\I~llls~er,
who might remove them at his pleasure: all In.;11.JustIce,
therefore was at his control. In all qnestions betwccn
the Cro;n and the people. the purity of the jndge was
consequently suspected: if he could not hf~corrnptcd, l~e
might be co.shiered, the dignity of his oilke \\'as lost. In
his dependence, and he was reduced to the sad alternatIve
of poverty or dishonour; nor was this grievance lessened
by many of the juclges being sent over from Englal.1d,
prejudiced against the Irish, and unacquainted WIth
their customs.

The Irish Parliament, at this period, met but once in
two years, and in the British Attorney General was
vested the superintendence of their proceedings, and th.c
British Privy Conncil the alteration and rr>jectionof theIr
statutes; and the declination or ruin of her commerce
was at least a matter of indifference, if not of triumph, to
the British monopolists.

These grievances, in themselves almost intolerable,
were greatly aggravated by the abuses which had been
creeping into the executive al1l1lcgislative department of
the British Government, and infected every proceeding
adopted as to Irclancl.

X. However, the British Government found that
resistance had now become impossible, and something
more tuust be done. The Irish Vicerov, therefore, was

. instructed to act according to the best of his judgment.
Accordingly, on the 9th of October, 1781, he, for the first
time met t~e Irish Parliament with a speech from the
throne; whIch, though received with great cordiality by
tl:~ Honse, upon a clos~ !nvestigatioll, appears a compo-
sItron of the most JesuItIcal sophistry; it complimented
the country on. c:- prosI?eri~y which it never enjoyed-
expressed a SObcItude tor Its interest which was never
experienced, and promised future fa~ours which were
never intended to be conceded and was n'rinaled at the, " ,

~s zeal to support this arbitrary principle over Ireland, blinded him
to its operation as to the rest of the world disentitled him rather to the
c~lIlacter of a constitutional lawyer, and ~tamped him with that of a
milerable 1ltale8man.
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same time with recommendations the most vague, and
observations the most frivolous. The good temper of the
House, however, was so excited hy the cordial assurances
it contained, it was recei\'ed with general approbation,
and ]HI'. John O'Xeill, of Shane's Castle, the first Com-
moner of Ireland, was very "risely prevailed upon, by the
Secretary, to move an address of thanks to his .:'Ilajesty,
for this gracious communication of his minister with a
view that the weight and character of this gentleman
might excite that unanimity at the present crisis so very
desirable, and which must be so highly advantageous to
the Irish Government.

Mr. John O'Neill, descended from the most celebrated
chiefs of ancient Ireland, bore in his portly and graceful
mien indications of a proud and illustrious pedigree; the
generons openness of his countenance, the grandeur of his
person, ::tIld the afrahility of his address, marked the
dignity of his character, and blending with the bene\'olence
of his disposition, formed him one of the first COlYlmoners
of the Irish nation, a rank from which he so unfortunately
sunk, by humbling his name to the level of purchased
peerages, and descending from the highest bench of the
Commolls to the lowest among the Nobles.

In public and in private life .Mr. O'Neill was equally
calculated to command respect, and conciliate affection j
high minded, open, and well educated, he clothed the
sentiments of a patriot in the language of a gentleman j
his abilities were moderate, but his understanding was
sound-unsuspecting, because he was himself incapable
of deception, he too frequently trusted to the judgment of
others that condnct which would ha\'e been far more
respectably regulated by his own; though he did not
shrink from the approbation of the court, he preferred
the applanses of his country, and formed one of the most
perfect models of an aristocratic patriot.

This step, however, was instantly succeeded by a
measnre. which did honour to the patriotic spirit of Mr.
O'Xeill, ~nd preserved his character in that st~tion, from
which it might have sun~ had.l~e concluded ~ observa-
tions, by the fnlsome and mdeclslve address WhIChhe had
so injudiciously patronized ...

As SOO11 as the address to hiS Majesty had passed, :\1r.
9'
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O'Neill moved a resolution of thanks to "all the Volun-
teers of Ireland for their exertions and continuance.", ..
This motion was received with exultation by the OpposItIOn
and created a new embarrassment to the Minister. To
return thanks to an independent army for their exertions
and continuance, which acknowledged no military supe-
riority, and called, with. ar~1~ ir~ their hands, upon their
Irish king to restore thell' CIVIlnghts and plundered con-
stitution, was a step, undoubtedly, not warranted by
precedent; but prompt decision was necessary, and the
then :Mr. John Fitzgibbon, in one of the first efforts of
that decided but inc'~nsiderate impetuosity which distin-
guished him throughout life, harshl y opposed 1\'1r.O'Neill's
motion, but by endeavouring to support Government he
deeply embarrassed it; and J\Ir. Scott the Attorney
General, on that occasion showed, in its strongest colours
the advantages of well regulated policy. He instantly
acceded to what he could not oppose, and gave aU
appearance of full approbation on the part of the Govern-
ment, to an address of thanks to those men, whom nothing
but that political duplicity which he so amply possessed,
could have induced him to consent to.

All opposition to the motion, therefore, fell to the
ground. Mr. Fitzgibbon,who, however, never relinquished
an object, from a conviction of its impropriety, though he
persisted in his opposition, was reluctantly necessitated to
give way, and an address to the armed Volunteers of Ire-
land Was unanimously voted, and directed to be circulated
throughout all Ireland, and to he communicated by the
Sheriffs of the counties to the corps within their bailiwicks.

Never had. a measure been adopted, which gave so
sudden and smgular a change to the aspect of atlairs in
Ireland. It seemed to reverse all the maxims of former
Governments, and gave to the people an aseendencythey
had never expected. It leO'alized a military levy inde-
pendent of the S~vereign, "'and obliged the ':Ministers to
applaud the exertIOns, and court the continuance of an
army, whose dispersion was the leadinO' object of all
their councils. b

This resolution .ma~e a considerable progress towards
the actual emanCIpation of the Irish people' it brouO'ht
down the British Government to the feet of' the Vol~n-
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teers, and raised the Volunteers above the supremacy of
Britain, by a direct Parliamentary approbation of self-
armed, self-governcd, and selt~lliscjplined associations,
whose motto * bespoke the fllullamelltal principle of revo-
lution of which England hall given the precellent.

It also taught the people the strength of their own
arms and the timidity of their opponents, they perceived,
by the unanimous adoption of this resolution, that the
people had only to march, and as certainly to conquer.
It was, in fact, a flag of truce from the minister, and proved
to the world, that unable to contend he was preparing to
capitulate.

In reflecting on the circumstances which led the
Government to this concession, observations on the moral
and physical strength of the nation must naturally occur.
The Irish nation saturatell with patriotic spirit, by a union
of its mental and corporeal energies, hall united in its
narrow focus all the moral and physical powers of which
a people are susceptible .

• The motto of the Barristers' corps of Volunteers, which always
took the lead of, and, in most instances, gave the precedent to, all the
other corps, was-" Vox Populisl!"prema Lex est"-a ma.xim which,
whilst it gives the widest latitude of construction to the first principles
of the constitution, would open too wide a door to democratic authority,
unle;;sguarded against by the system of delegated representation.
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CHAPTER VI.

Observationsas to the strength of a people-German mercenaries-Fur-
ther subject of discontent in Ireland-Dispute between Ireland and
Portugal-Portugal encouragedin her hostility towards Ireland by the
British Minister~Perseverance of Portugal-}lr. Fitzgibbon's motIOn
-Sir Lucius O'Brien-Proposes that Ireland in her own right should
declare war against Portug'al-Sir J. Blaquiere-Effects of Sir LucIUS
O'Brien's amendment-Distinctness of Ireland prove(I-Federatlve
compact-Arguments for and against prompt proceedings-Spirited
reasoning of the Irish-No Habeas Corpus Act in Ireland-Detern.u-
nation of the Volunteers-Origin and progressof delegated assembhes
-The Northern Irish-Dungannon meeting-Mr. Dobbs-ExtraordI-
nary mind-His eccentricity-Theories-Colonel Irwin-Account of
the Dungannon meeting continued-Dungannon resolutions.

I. WHEN the physical strength only of a nation is em-
ployed in the accomplishment of its objects, however
great its bodily force, it loses the advantages of its dead
weight, by the absence of that animating fire of intellect,
which alone gives real vigour to bodily exertion: clumsy
powers, mechanical discipline, and compulsory obedience,
must ever yield to the force of an opposing body, where
both the moral and the physical powers of the people are
blended and inseparable.

It is only, therefore, by a union of those qualities, that
a limited population becomes invincible. The vigour of
the body receives inexhaustible subsistence from the
energy of the mind, and bids defiance to any power where
these qualities are not united.

Thus circu~stanced. were the Irish people at the
mo~ent of this re.solutlOn: and perhaps in no former
penod of modern hIstory has any nation been discovered
l~ so powerful and commanding a position. It was a
tnumphant moment.
. A population above five millions, whose moral and phy-

slC~l powers were so intimately united, that the whole
nation seemed olle great and active giant endowed with
all the warlike qualities of the human rade-one heart-.
one soul-and one object.
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Though prejudice and intol.erance had limited the p.os~
session of arms to a comparatIvely very small proportIOn
of the people, yet it was difficult to determine wheth~r
the armed or disarmed were most zealous for theIr
country's liberties. The armed and disciplined Volun-
teers bv this time exceeded in numbers the whole regular
militaiv force of the British empire, while those, who, in
case of action, would pant to supply the ranks of their
fallen countrymen, numerically surpassed the whole
organized military po'wer of the European c.ontinent.
This great force also, from the smallness of the island,
was collected in a narrow space, its powers were concen-
trated, its resources were always within its grasp, the
sound of the horn could reach from one village to the
other, every man was ready to obey its call, and the
whole population was prepared to Tush to every station
where it would be most likely to attain its liberty and
independence.

It was impossihle for a reflecting mind not to contrast
the noble fire and voluntary spirit which at that time
raised, and embodied in patriotic bands, an entire people
for the sale purpose of supporting, with their lives and
property, the purest principles of constitutional freedom
-with these troops of foreign principalities, who, at the
same moment, were employed, not as fair au.xiliaries by
treaty on principles, but as mere mercenary automata,
collected to suppress the natural liberties of America,
and who, had they been successful there, would have
attempted their next triumph over the independence of
Ireland-vassals, purchased from the avarice of petty
Gennal! prillces, who fil1~d t!1eir narrow treasuries by
measunn~ ant the hlood at theIr peasantry to the highest
Imider [lnd transporting their wretched subjects to put
down the pternal rights of civilized society-men, who
held no objel>t hut their pay, no enthusielsm but for plun-
del'; hought hy merrenary treaty from the potentates of
the 01,[ world to huteher the inhabitants of the new, sold
hke the oxen of the field for like profit and like slaughter,
and, as the combatants of the brute creation, fighting
only throngh a vicious instinct, and seeking no higher
glory than to gore their fdlow animals.

ll. Notwithstanding the avowed disposition of the
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British Legislature to concede full commercial liberty to
Ireland, intrigues were soon f()mented by monopolists, to
render abortive, or diminish as much as pOSSible,t~e
advantages of the concessions: and, amongst otl:er cir-
cumstances of that nature, one-of the greatest Impor-
tance, in every point of view, constitutional as well as
commercial-occurred, which excited throughout Ireland
well founded suspicions as to the sincerity of Great
Britain.

By the resolutions of the British Legislature, Ireland
had been admitted to export her linen and woollen manu-
factures to Portugal, agreeable to the provisions of the
treaty of Methuen, from which liberty she had been pre-
viously and explicitly prohibited by express statu~es.
The Irish merchant takino- advantao-e of this conceSSIOn
-liberated from these co~mcrcial ~'cstrictions, and le~
freely to wing his way to all the amicable ports?
Europe-immediately exported a considerable quantItJ:
of Irish manufactures to Portugal; but to the surprise .ot
the Irish people, the Portuguese Ministry peremptonly
refused to receive Irish manufactures into their ports, and
not only absolutely prohibited their importation, but
seized. on the property of the Irish merchants! .

ThIS strong and unaccountable proceeding bel?g
adopted by a nation, not only in profound peace WIth
Great Britain, but by a people always dependent upon
her for protection, subservient to her views, and Ob?~lCnt
to her wishes, and by a court where a British Mnnster
resided, and in ports where British Consuls were resident,
it was palpable, that such a step never durst have been
adopted by the Court of Portuo-al without at least the
connivance of the British Cabinet. It was incredible
that a nation, almost dependent upon the will of England,
w~l~ld p~es~me t~ ~nsult a federative portion of the
Bnhsh Kmg s dommlOns and it became necessary to !l1-
ves~igate the grounds.of'so unwarrantable a proceeding.

~.o doubt ~ould eXIst that the active jealousy of. the
~ntlsh manufacturers had been roused by the resolutIOns
Ill. favour of Ireland, and that the trade of England
mlgl~t be someW~l~t aflected by these resolutions. 'rhe
aVance of the Bntlsh monopolists would naturally take
every secret method of counteracting advantages, the
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possession of which, by Ireland, would certainly operate
somewhat as a drawback upon their own; and the Bri-
tish Minister durst not displease the British trade.

The Irish merchants soon felt the efli,cts of their exclu-
sion. Their new spirit of enterprise was damped, the
earliest commercial exertions of Ireland 'were paralyzed,
their speculations extinguished, and the whole transac-
tion appeared to be of the most suspicious character.

The Irish, as a nation, now felt themselves not only
aggrieved, but sorely insulted. The merchants of Dub-
lin, through their Recorder, Sir Samuel Broadstreet, pre-
sented a petition to parliament, expressive of their suffer-
ings., Mr. Eden, the Chief Secretary for Ireland, who
generally affected to be well disposed towards that coun-
try, had recourse to the usual diplomatic plausibility-
arguing on the impolicy of precipitation, and the disin-
terested feelings of the British-he resisted any imme-
diate resolutiOl~on the subject, Imt moved that tliis trans-
action, and the f~lirand just petition of tho first commer-
cial body in Ireland should lie on the table, and wait for
the r~sult of negociations, the commencement of which
;vas uncertain, and the termination of which would cer-
ainly be protracted.

This pfClceeding, however, did not satisfy the Irish
nation; and, as is generally the case of impolitic, short-
sighted evasion, that line of conduct which was intended
to quiet the subject, and evade the investigation, served
to raise it into greater notice, and excited a latitude of
discussion which the Irish Govenullent h<:dnever dreamed
of. and which ultimately became hicdtly serviceable to the
c~use of libertv.' " .

Some negociations were certainly carried on by the
British }linlsters with the Court of' Portugal UPOil the
suJ~ie('t,but without that sincerity which could effect their
purposes. Portngal coulrl have no jnst canse to resist the
admission of Irish mannbctures into her ports; she had
no distinct treaties with Ireland, and no foreign treaties
hostile to the interests of the British empire; she relied
on the [!ood will of England ami of Ireland for the recep-
tion of her own ,,'ines, all whieh so great a proportion of
lwr commerce depended; yet yielding to tIll' seen't m~l-
I"hinatinns of intprpstPfl English nlPl'dwllts, "h,o de) ,("', 1,,1
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on the feebleness and incapacity of Ireland to resist her
determination, and on the disposition of England to favour
her monopolists. 1\"or ,vas she dccei:e:l in her exp~c~a-
tion. The deceptive remonstrances ot ttle British ~IlllIS-
try ended in the perseverance of Portugal; and, at the
commencement of the ensuing session, }Ir. Eden found
Ireland in a state of general agitation, and it became
absolutely necessary to retreat from his mean system of
procrastination--a line of conduct now too palpable, and
which the Irish nation would no louger submit to-~nd
feeling it impossible any further to evade the uiscusslOn,
Mr. Eden, with an address and skill, highly useful on
many occasions to a Minister, determined to anticipate a
subject which he knew must come forward, amI, as a
Minister, unexpectedly snatch from the Opposition the
merit of the inquiry.

Mr. Eden, on this occasion, with all tlw symptoms of
sincerity, commenced his statement by representing the
strong and unavailing dlorts of England to bring the
Court of Portugal to a due sense of its impropriety; and
concluded by declaring, that notwithstanding evcry effort,
the Minister of Portugal had given a final and adverse
answer to the rightful claims of Ireland.

This statement, however plausible, could not escape the
sagacious penetration of many members; and it appeared
clearly, that}Ir. Eden had determined, by this means, to
rid himself of responsibility, by employing a person of
less compunction than himself.

The person who was thus selected for the purpose of
again sacrificing the rights of his country, was the same
Mr. J. Fitzgibbon, who, in the arrogant and able manner
so peculiar to himself, seemed rather to command than
move a~.address to his Majesty, as if it was of his own
compoSItIon, thou~h in fact it was the production of the
Secre.tary .. In th.IS address, he prayed " His Majesty to
take 111tOhiSconSIderation the subject (already discussed,)
and to apply for a redress" (already decidedly negatived)
-and the whole address was couched in terms feeble,
fulsome, and indecisive, unhecomin" the di"nity and the• to to
lffiportance of any independent nation.

This vapid ~nd insidious measure was warmly opposed
by the real frIends of Ireland; and Sir Lucius O'Brien,
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WIth a spirit and language which spoke his real attach-
ment to the interests of his country, and a perfect know-
ledge of its commercial rights, moved an amendment to
Mr. Fitzgibbon's address-the terms of which form a very
remarkable circumstance in Irish history-and hy its pe-
remptory and independcnt language, led directly to the
consideration of national rights and constitutional distinct-
ness, which, till that period, had nevcr been so strongly
~xpressed or so decisively put in issue.

III. Sir Lucius O'Brien was descended from one of
the most ancient and illustrious of the aboriginal Irish
families, a large part of whose fortune he still retained,
and by means of a rational understanding, and very ex-
tensive and accurate commercial information, he acquired
a considerable degree of pnblic reputation; though his
language was bad, his address miserable, and his figure
and action unmeaning and whimsical, yet, as his matter
was good, his reasoning sound, and his conduct spirited
and independent, he was attended to with respect; and,
in return, al ways conveyed callsiderable information.

Sir Lucius was always strong and decisive; he carried
with him at least a portion of that weight which justly
appertained to his information, his family, and his cha-
racter.

Mr. Fitzgibbon's motion was most strongly reprobated
by Sir Lucius; but aware that he could not completely
defeat the measure, he moved an amendment of a grand
and novel nature which, if adopted, would have placed
Ireland on a pinnacle. This amendment called upon his
Majesty, as King of Ireland to assert the rights of tltat
kingdom, by hostility 1cith Portugal, and concluding
with these remarkable expressions-" we doubt not that
nation has vigollr and resources sufficient to maintain all
her rights, and astonish all her enemies !"-at once man-
fully asserting the constitutional independence, and pub-
lishing the military power, of his country, and giving to
England herself a wholesome hint of her spirit and deter-
mination.

The boldness of this motion, its promptitude, its vigour
its consequences, made an instantaneous and visible im~
pression on the whole House; it was at once a declara-
tion of war, a declaration of rights, and a declaration of

10
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superiority; it gave a new character to the Irish Parlia.
ment and a new existence to the Irish people. But they
were' not yet sufficiently prepared to receive the impres-
sion with conclusive effect, their chains 'were not yet
loosened, they had not been enlarged from their prison,
and however disposed to adopt this spirited and vigorous
proceeding, their keepers were yet too numerous and too
strong to permit their liberation.

The motion of Mr. Fitzgibbon was, however, opposed
by many of the first characters in Ireland; and l;):en
some friends of Government, ashamed of its imbecilIty,
refused to support it. Sir John Blaquiere, an habitual
supporter of the Minister, holding offices and pensions,
and who had been himself a Minister, spiritedly, amongst
others, gave it his decided negative. However, after a
warm and animated debate, the Secretary succeeded, and
Mr. Fitzgibbon added a new thorn to tlIat goad with
which he endeavoured to drive, but which he finally
found had only the effect of irritating, his country.

IV. Sir Lucius O'Brien's amendment gave the keenest
spur to the cause of national independence. The King
of Ireland, required by an Irish Parliament, and his Irish
subjects, to take hostilities on behalf of Ireland, against
a foreign nation with which Enaland had no quarrel,
exhibited a new scene to an enlightened people, and soon
excited thoughts and inquiries, which led to the impor-
tant discussion that soon tollowed, and at length attained
their emancipation.

An inquiry into the nature of the federative compact
between England and Ireland was now excited and
occupied every thinking mind throughout the latter
country; it was a subject which the depressed state of
Ireland had heretofore suspended: so desperate had been
its situation-so desponding the people-so hopeless its
redress-that the nature of that connection had been
hardly considered worthy of discussion: and though its
abuses had been frequently resisted, its principles had
never been defined.

So soon, however, as the people learned that their
conne~tion with England was strictly federative, that
the Kmg of Ireland might, in right of his Irish crown,
make war with a foreign Power, without the King of
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England (as such) being a principal in the contest, that
Ireland was, in fact, an independent nation, connected
with England only by the identity of the ::\Ionarch, and
that the King governed lrelaud only in right of his Irish
crown, and not as a part of the realm of Great Britain,
the features of the Irish constitution soon became familiar
to the people, a distinctness perfectly apparent and une-
q11ivocally proved, by the language and the conduct of
the British iYIinisters themselves, who calmly permitted
Portugal to insult and mjure Ireland, without treating it
with insult to, or aggression against the Crown of Great
Britain.

This unanswerable reasoning, and these indisputable
facts, now engrossed almost the exclusive consideration
of all the armed associations. It was manifest that, in
every point of view, Ireland had been denied the rights
of a free constitution, though, in every poiut of view, she
was eutitled to eujoy it; if she was to be considered
merely as a partner of the British empire, she was then
entitled to the full rights and ad vantages of the whole
British constitution, but it~on the other hand, she was
connected with England solely as a federative state, she
was then decidedly entitled to enjoy the distinct rights
and advantages of a distinct constitution; but, in fact,
she enjoyed neither the one nor the other, and that usur-
pation of Government, though sanctioned by the statutes
of the usurping Power, could never bind the constitutional
rights and prerogatives of the suffering Nation, longer
than until it could matnre the power of resistance.

Y. The reason and the justice of these considerations
penetrated the understanding of the people, in every
quarter of the nation. The Voluntcers reflected, that
the remedy was with themselves-their grievances were
heavy-thp,ir means ample-their determination decisive
-and their redress attainable. If the Parliament would
not act, the people would-if the representatives were
corrupt, the constitnents were honest. Nothing was
necessary hut a declaration of the rights of the Nation,
and of the will of the People-and England, already
humbled, disgraced, and dispirited by America, had lost
the means and the spirit of opposition-and would con-
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cede, however reluctantly, to the just claims of a free and
defined constitution to Ireland.

On the other hand, it was suggested, by those whose
irresolution, timidity, or corruption, still endeavoure~ to
damp the spirit and curb the impetuosity of the natIon,
that, circumstanced as England was, it would be unge-
nerous to take advantage of her feeble moment-to
enforce, by threat, those claims which her late condud
evidently showed a disposition to concede without forco
or reluctance; that it would be more magnanimous to
wait till Great Britain had recovered from her panic, and
from her dangers-to give her time to breathe-and r~-
ceive from her friendship and generosity those cert,am
and amicable concessions, which would be more gratIfy-
ing and more permanent, than those acquired by hum-
bling her pride, and taking advantage of her weakness.
But this reasoning, peculiarly adapted to the ope~ a~d
generous character of the Irish people, was, in thIS Ill-
stance, too feeble to be attended to, and recourse was had
to another line of argument.

It was stated that Ireland had no navy to protect her
commerce-no wealth to support a contest-and, after a
destructive effort, might ultimately fall into the trammels
of England, with lost claims and diminished importance.
But this reasoning only added to the spirit of the natio~,
its pride was roused, its jealousy excited, arguments III
adapted to a people, who had lately acquired a thorough
knowledge of its own powers and resources, who were
now unanimously leagued against usurpation, and who,
after an inactivity of almost a century, had once more
been roused to. that pastime of arms, which had e~er
been the favounte and predominant passion of the IrIsh
people, f~om the moment their island had been peopled.
They saId, that it was neither ungenerous nor dishon-
ourable to.catch the favourable moment of rescuing, from
an usurpmg power, those liberties which had been
wrested from the weakness of their ancestors and there-
fore retained from them through the feeblene~s of them-
selves, tltat it is never necessary for tlte plundered to
await tlte awakening of plunderers to take back their
pt'fYJJerty, that the favourable moment might never recur,
and that the laws of God, of Man, and of Nature, prescriba
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no peculiar moment to assert the liberties of a people, or
arrest the oppression of an usurper.

Those grievances "whichIrishmen so loudly complained
of, and those constitutional rights which they so resolutely
demanded, were numerous and indispensable to the lib-
erty not only of tho nation, but of the individual. Ire-
land had then no security for either; the Judges depen-
dant on the Crown, the army independent of the Parlia-
ment, her Legislature at the feet of the British Attorney
General, and the people bound by the laws of Scotch and
English delegates, altogether formed the means and basis
of a despotism, which the caprice or displeasure of Eng-
land might at any time put in practice, if she were strong
enongh.

VI. The precarious state of personal liberty in Ireland,
was one of the most glaring grievances, the want of a
Habeas Corpus statute gave absolute power to any
Government which might venture experiments of a
despotic nature, and enabled the Minister to suppress, in
the very iirst instance the liberty of the press-the ablest
advocate of reform-the most powerful auxiliary of
freedom. But it was now too late, the people were united,
and their divisions suspended or forgotten; it would have
been desperate to have resorted to the hand of power
and in vain to attempt any measure but conciliation.
England was reduced to the singular and humiliating
situation of stooping to the dictates of an inferior country
-and beholding her arrogant and arbitrary Ministers
treating, with all the courtesy of fawning courtiers, a
people armed in defiance of their authority, and conced-
ing to the peremptory demands of the Irish nation, those
rights which had been refusecl, not only by themselves,
but bv every former Government of Great Britain.

A repeal of the English statute of the 6th of George
the First, was the first and most indispensable measure
to bf' effected-and it required no logical deductions to
prove to the armed Volunteers, that the attainment even
of all their objects would probably, at a future day,
become void and nugatory, unless they tore up by the
root that standard of usurpation. The effects and ope-
ration of this statute became perfectly understood,
and formed one of the insufferable of those grievances,

10"
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which the Volunteers, at every risk, were determined :0
abolish."

VII. An explicit and detailed declaration of the peoJ(le's
rights was now demanded in every part of the nation;
the press teemed with publications on the subjects best
calculated to call patriotism into activity: the doct.rines
of Swift, of Molyneux, and of Lucas, were re-publlshed
in abstract pamphlets, and placed in the hands of every
man who could read them; their principles were recog-
nized and disseminated; the Irish mind became enlight-
ened; and a revolution in literature was made auxiliary
to a revolution in liberty.

Delegates from all the armed bodies of the people were
regularly appointed by their respective corps, and met,
for the purpose of giving additional weight and impo:-
tance to their resolves, by conjointly declaring theU'
sentiments and their determination. These meetings,
nrst confined to districts, soon multiplied, and extended

* Nothing can more clearly speak the determined spirit of the Volun-
teers-than the following Resolutions, entered into about this time by
the Volunt~er cmps of the city of Dublin, published in all the Newspa-
pers, and cHculated throughout every part of the kingdom. The same
language was generally adopted by the whole nation-and the Lord
Lieutenant, immediately after the publication of these Resolutions, per-
mitted the military bands of t1~e regular army to attend a review of ~he
very same corps III the PhceDlX Park-to which they marched, playmg
the Volunteers march, under the windows of the Castle, and in the vie>\'
of his R"i:cellency.

"At a meeting of the Corps of Dublin Volunteers, on Friday, the 1st
of March, 1782, his Grace the Duke of Leinster in the chair:

" Resolved, that the King, Lords, and Commons of Ireland only are
comJM:tent to make la~vs, binding the subjects of this realm; and that
we will ~ot OBEY, or give operation to ANY laws, save only those ena~te?
by the .19ng, Lords, and Commons of Ireland, whose rights and pnVl-
leges! Jomtly and severally, we are determined to support with our hve5
and tortunes."

"At a meeting of the Corps of Independent Dublin Volunteers, on
Thursday, March 5th, 1782:
. "Resolved, That we 1!0 not acknowledge the jurisdiction of any Par-

hament, :'aye only the Kmg, Lords, and Commons of Ireland.
"Resolved, That we will, in every capacity, oppose the execut!on

of a~y statute, lffiposed upon us by the pretended authority of a Bnhsh
Parhament."

~ore than. 200 resolutions to the same effect (many stronger) were1::I published by corps and regiments of Volunteers throughout
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themselves to the counties-thence to provinces-and at
leno-th to the united nation; their deliberations became
reo-~llarand public, and their resolutions decisive-and
at':'1ength the celebrated convention at Dung~nn.on was
convoked, which formed a most remarkable mCldent of
Irish history, and one of the wisest and most temperate
measures, that ever signalized the good sense, good con-
duct, and the spirit of a people.

The northern counties of Ireland, though not more
spirited, more regular and more intelligent than the
other provinces, took the lead in this celebrated meeting.
The armed associations of Ulster first appointed delegates,
to declare the sentiments of their province, in a general
assembly; and, on the 15th day of February, 1782, one
of the most solemn and impressive scenes which Ireland
had ever witnessed, took place in the inconsiderable town
of Dung-annan.

Thel:e were comparatively but few Roman Catholics
in the northern counties of Ireland, and still fewer of the
strictly Protestant religion. The population of Ulster
were principally Dissenters, a people differing in character
from the aboriginal inhabitants, fond of reform, and not
hostile to equality, examining the constitution by its theory
and seeking a recurrence to original principles, prone to
intolerancy, without being absolutely intolerants, and
disposed to republicanism, without being absolutely
republicans; of Scottish origen, they partook of many of
the peculiarities of that hardy people: penetrating, harsh
minded, persevering, selfish, frugal, by their industry they
acquired individual, and by individual political indepen-
dence, as bra\'e. though less impetuous than the western
and sollthern Irish, they are more invariably formidable;
less slaves to their passions than to their interest, their
habits are generally temperate, their address quaint, blunt,
and ungracious, their dialect harsh and disagreeable-
thpir persons hardy and vigorous. 'With these qualities,
the Xorthern Irish convoked delegates from twenty-five
thousand soldiers, to proclaim the sentiments of the Irish
peoplf'.

This celebrated meeting was conducted with a decorum,
firmness, and discretion unknown to the popular meetings
of other times and of other countries. Steady, silent,
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and determined, two hundred delegated Volunteer~,
clothed in the uniform and armed with the arms of then
respective regiments, marched, two and two, to t~e
Church of Dungannon, a place selected for the sanctIty
of its nature, to give the greater solemnity to this memo-
rable proceeding.

The entrance of the Delegates into that sacred place,
was succeeded by an awful silence, which pervaded the
whole assembly; the glittering arms of two hundred
patriots, for the first time selected by their countrymen,
to proclaim the wrongs and grievances of the people, was
in itself a scene so uncommon and so interesting, that
many of those men, who were ready in a moment to shed
the last drop of their blood in the cause of their cou!ltry,
as soldiers were softened into tears, while contemplatIvely
they surveyed that assembly, in which they were ab(:lU~to
pledge themselves to measures irrevocably commIttmg
Ireland with her sister nation-the result of which must
determine the future fate of themselves, their children,
and their country.

VIII. This memorable assemblage of patriotism and
discretion, whose proceedings soon became a theme of
eulogium throughout every nation of Europe, was com-
posed of men not of an ordinary description, they were
generally persons of much consideration-selected .for
character and abilities, many of them persons of Ingh
rank and large fortune, some of them members of Par-
liament, and all of them actuated by one heart, filled with
one spirit, and determined upon OIleprocedure ..

Amongst those who, at this meeting, first distingUIshed
themselves, was 1\'1r.Francis Dobbs, who afterwards
became a ~rson of singular reputation, the mere incidents
of w~ose ~Ifehave nothing to engage diffusely the penof
an hIs~onan; no great transitions of rank, no d~ep
depressIOns, no unexpected elevation no blaze of gemus,
no acts of heroism distinguished his :Uoderate and peace-
able prog:ess through the world, but the extr[tordinary
bent of IllS understandinO' and the whimsical though
sJ.>leI~didcxtr~ vaguu:es ol'iIis eccentric mind, iI;troduced
hIm mto a notIce, whIch the common exercises of his talent
would neVer have effected.

Francis Dobbs was a gentleman of respectable family,
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but of moderate fortune, he had been educated for the
bar, where he afterwards acquired some reputation as a
constitntionallawyer, and much as a zealous advocate,
but his intr\lect \V"asof an extraordinary description; he
sremcd to possess two distinct minds, the one adapte.d to
the dutil'S of his profession, and the usual offices of soclety,
the other, diverging from its natural centre, led him
through wilds and ways, rarely frequented by the hu~an
understanding, entangled him in a maze of contemplatlve
deduction from revelation to futurity, and frequently
decoyed his judgment beyond the frontiers of reason. His
singularities, however, seemed so separate from his sober
judgment, that each followed its appropriate occupation
without interruption from the other, and left the theologist
and the prophet sufficiently distinct from the lawyer and
the grntleman.

There ,\"(,rebut few virtues he did not, in some degree,
partakr of; nor were there any vices discernible in his
disposition; though obstinate and headstrong, he was
gentle and philanthropic, and, with an ardent temper, he
was inoffensive as an infant.

By nature a patriot and an enthusiast, by science a
lawyer and an historian, on common topics he was not
silHwlar, and on subjects of literature was informed and
instructi,"e; but there is sometimes a key in the human
miud which cannot be touched without sounding those
wild chords which never fail to interrupt the harmony of
reason, and when expatiating on the subjects of antichrist
and the millennium, his whole nature seemed to undergo
a chang-c, his countenance brightened up as if by the
complacent dig-nity of a prophetic spirit, his language
h('ranl!' earnl'''!, :,;ollll'timessublime, al wavs extraordinary
and uot uufr('!Juently extravagant. "

TllPs(' do<'lrines. how eyer. '-he made auxiliaries to his
view of politic's, ,u;d persuaded himself of its application
to IrPlaud a!ld the infallibility of his reasoning. Mankind
has an ('ternal propensity to be seduced by the lure of
nl'\\" Sf'cts, and (,!ltang-Ied in the trammels of inexplicable
mystpries: and probl('ms of theology, in their nature
Incapahlp of demonstration, are received with avidity by
the greediness of superstition.

Yet on these mysterious subjects l\Ir. Dobbs seemed
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to feel no difficulties, he devoted a great proportion of
his time to the development of revelation, and attempted
to throw strange and novel lights on divine prophecy.
This was the string on which his reason seemed oft,ento
vibrate, and his positions all tended to one extraordmary
conclusion.

"That Ireland was decreed by heaven to remain for
ever an independent state, and was destined to the s~lper-
natural honour of receiving the antichrist ;" and thIS he
laboured to prove from passages of Revelation.

At the Dungannon meeting Mr. Dobbs first appeared
as a delegate from a northern Volunteer corps, he \~as
afterwards appointed a member of the national conventIOn
of Ireland for the province of Ulster, and will be !ou,nd
throughout the whole course of Irish events during hISlIfe,
a distinguished and ardent advocate for the constitutional
rights of his country.

The deliberations of the Dungannon meeting were
continued for several days without interruption or inter-
mission; its discussions were calm and dignified, its reso-
lutions firm, moderate, and patriotic. Every member of
that assembly, on taking his seat in the awful hall, felt
the great importance and novelty of his delegation, as
the elected representative of united civil and military
bodies, blending the distinct functions of the armed soldier
and of the deliberative citizen, to protect his cOlmtry
against the still more unconstitutional coalescence of a
mercenary army, and an external legislature.

Colonel Irwin, a northern gentleman of the highest
resP{lctabil~ty, of a discreet, moderate, and judicious,
though actIve, steady, and spirited character was called
to the chair by the unanimous voice of the as'sembly, and
conducted himself in that most important presiden~y,
throughout the whole of the business with a moderatIon
and decorum, which aid the cause aI:d never fail to give
weight to the claims of a people. '

At length, on the 15th of February 1782, this assembly
fin~lIy framed and agreed upon that celebrated decla-
ratl~)Bof rights and of grievances, under which the Irish
nation had so long be~n languishing, and annollnced to
the world the substantIal causes by which its commerce
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had heen so long restrained, and every trace of a free
constitution almost ohlitrratecl.

To give the complexion of constitutional legality to
the unprecedented organizatiou of this meeting, it was
thought judicious to refer pointedly to the first principle
of p(~pular freedom universally admitted, established, and
aded upon in England by the Revolution, namely, "the
people's right of preparatory resistance to uneonstituti~nal
oppression." The assembly therefore plainly recogmzed
that principle by its first resolution: "That citizens, by
learning the use of arms, abandon none of their civil
rights," thereby asserting the otherwise questionable
legality of a self-created military body, exercising also the
deliberative functions of a civil delegation, and boldly
bottoming the assertion of that right upon the very same
principle ,\'hiell the Prince of Orange had used to usurp
the throne of England, "the popular expulsion of a
tyrannical monarch."
, This resolution '\'as also wisely adapted to check all

legal proceedings, or even ministeri31 cavil, as to the con-
stitutionality of their meeting, by putting in direct issue
with the British Government a previous question of right,
which, if contested, must have drawn into public discussion
and controversy the principles of the Revolution, and the
very tenure of the crown of England: for the English
nation had by that revolution exploded the doctrine of
passive obedience, and acting on that ground, had armed
against their own sO\Tereign, and put the sword of popular
resistance into the hand of 'Yilliam, to cut away the
allf'!.!iance of the Irish people e,-en to his own father.

Th(' Dnn!.!annon meeting next proceeded to denounce,
ny ~Uh"f''lllf'nt r.."olutiolls, ;l~ altogether ullconstitutional,
illf'!.!al. and !.!rienlllces, all Briti~h legislation oyer Ireland
the !a\\' of POYlling, the restraint of Irish commerce, a
permanent stauding army in In'land, the dependence of
thl' sllj)('rior jmlgl's on the crown, awl consequently on
thl' lllinister: and the assembly finally resolved to seek a
Tl'drcss of all those griey::mcf's, and invited the arm-
ed l,odics of the other provinces of Ireland to unite
with them in the glorious cause of constitutional regene-
ration.

The most weighty grie\'ancf's ami claims of Ireland
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were by these means, in the mildest and simpl~st languag,e
without argument or unnecessary observatIOn, cOl'~soh-
dated into one plain and intelligible body of resolutIOns,
entered into by delegates from twenty-five thousand Ulster
soldiers, and backed by the voice of above a million of
inhabitants of that province, combining together the moral
and physical strength of one of the strongest quarters of
Ireland, all actuated by a fixed and a vowed determina-
tion to attain redress at every risk of life and fortune, and
headed by the highest and most opulent gentlemen of that
province, feeling the claims to be equally just and irresist-
ible, and therefore not speculating 011 success without
substantial grounds, or denouncing grievances without
solid and just foundation.

"'\Vhereas it has been asserted that Volunteers, as
such, cannot with propriety debate or give their opinions
on political subjects, or the conduct of parliaments or pub-
lic men:

"Resolved unanimously, That a citizen, by learning
the use of arms, does not abandon any of his civil rights.

"That a claim of any body of men, other than the
KING, LORDS,AND COMMONSOF IRELAND,to make laws
to bind this kingdom, is unconstitutional, illegal, and a
grievance.

" That the power exercised by the privy council ?f
both kingdoms, under pretence of the law of Poyning, IS
unconstitutional and a grievance.

" That the ports of this country are by right open to
all foreign countries, not at war with the King, and that
any burthens thereupon, or obstructions thereto, save only
by the parliament of IRELAND are unconstitutional, ille-
gal, and grievances. '

" That. a mutiny:-bill.' not limited in point of durat!on
from seSSIon to seSSIOn,IS unconstitutional and a gnev-
ance.

" That th~ illdepe~~ence of judges is equally essellti~l
t~ the IIllpartml admlIllStration of justice in Ireland, as III
England; and that,the re-fusal or delay of this right to
Ireland, makes a dlstlllctlOll where there should be nO
distinction j ~nay excite jealousy where perfect union
sh~uld prevail j and is in itself unconstitutional and (J
gnevance.
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" That it is our decided and unalterable determination
to seek a redress of these grievances; and we pledge
ourselves to each other, and to our country, as freeholders,
fellow-citizens, and men of honour, that we will, at every
ensuing election, support those only who have supported
us ther~in. and that we will use every constitntional means
to make SilChour pursuit of redress; speedy and effectual.

" That as men, and as Irishmen, as Christians, and as
Protestants, we rejoice in the relaxation of the penal laws
against our Roman Catholic fellow-subjects; and that we
conceive the measure to be fraught with the happiest
consequences to the union and prosperity of the inhabi-
tants of Ireland.

"That four members from each county of the pro-
vince of Ulster (eleven to be a quorum) be, and hereby.
are appointed, a committee till next general meeting, to
act for the Volunteer corps here represented, and, as
occasion shall require, to call general meetings of the
province.

" That the said committee do appoint nine of their
members to be a committee in Dublin, in order to com-
municate with such other Volunteer associations in the
other provinces, as may think proper to come to similar
resolutions; and to deliberate with them on the most
constitutional means of carrying thRm into effect."

The truth and simplicity of these resolutions, whilst
they defied every imputation of party faction or of revo-
lutionary disloyalty, yet convinced the minister that the
Irish people would be no longer trifled with. By the
firmness that 'Nas onservcd respecting them the waver-
ing were steadied, the too moderate, r~used, ~nd the too
ardent, moderated, while the adverse were deterred by an
unli('ipalion of their Sllccess. Adapted to almost e-\:-ery
class, a,l.III to the disposition of <llmost every character,
tht'lr !'lwct throug-h all Ireland was electric, and the
consequel~ce full): answered the most sanguine hopes, nay
\nsllt's. ot tlwlr Iramers.

Having passed these resolutions, the assembly ad-
journed. committing the further procedure to the coinci-
dence and zeal of the other provinces of the nation; and,
wIth a discretion almost unparalleled, a body of patriots,
who might in one week have collected a military force,

11
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which all the power of England could not then have
coped with, and, at the head of an irresistible army in a
triumphant attitude, might have dictated their own terms
to a trembling government, by their wise and temperate
conduct avoided the horrors of a civil commotion, proved
to the world the genuine attachment of Ireland to her
sister country, and deliberately represented to Great Bri-
tain the grievances, which, by more hostile proceedings,
they could by their own power have redressed in a mo-
ment.
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rhe Earl of Bristol, Bishop of Derry, declares for Irish Independence-
Sketch of his character-Resistance to English Laws unanimously
decided on-Declaration of the Irish Volunteers disclaiming all Bri-
tish authority-The Irish Judges dependent on the English Govern-
ment-Numerical force of the Irish Volunteers--Dissenting Clergy-
men-Their Leaders-State of the Irish Parliament-Members divi.
ded into Classes--The leading members-Mr. Thomas Connolly-Mr.
Yelverton-His character.

THIS transaction, which, with reference to all its circum-
stances, may be ranked as one of the most extraordinary
incidents that have marked the page of modern history,
brought into notice a most singular personage--Frederick,
Earl of Bristol,-an Englishman by birth, a British peer
and bishop of Derry, who altogether adopted the views,
and avowed himself a partizan for the rights of Ireland.
Like many others of his profession, not content with
ecclesiastical authority, he became ambitious of political
power, and sought by patriotic professions and decisive
conduct to place himself at the head of the Irish nation.
Possessed of an immense revenue-by rank a temporal
peer-by consecration a spiritual one-with powerful
patronage, and extensive connections-he united most of
the qualities best calculated to promote his objects,-and
in particular, had acquired a vast popularity amongst the
Irish, by the phenomenon of an English nobleman iden-
tifying himself with the Irish nation, and appearing infe-
rior to none in a zealous assertion of their rights against
his own countrymen. It was a circumstance too novel
and too important to escape their marked observation,
and a conduct too generous and magnanimous not to
excite the love, and call forth the admiration, of a grate-
ful pcople.

The bishop, at one time, assumed nearly a royal state.
Dressed in purple, he appeared in the streets of Dublin
in a coach drawn by six horses, and attended by a troop
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of light dragoons as a life-guard, which had been raised
and was commanded by his nephew-the unfortunate
and guilty George Robert Fitzgerald ..

He was a man of elegant erudition, extensive learmng,
and an enlightened and classical, hut eccentric mind.
Bold, ardent, and versatile, he dazzled the vulgar by os-
tentatious state, and worked upon the gentry by ease and
condescension; he affected public candour, and practised
private cabal; without the profound dissimulation of
Becket, or the powerful abilities of '\-Volsey,he was little
inferior to either of them in their minor qualities; a~d
altogether formed an accomplished, active and splendid
nobleman, a plausible and powerful prelate, and a se~m-
ingly disinterested and zealous patriot. He was admira-
bly calculated to lead on an inflamed and injured people;
and had there 'been no counteracting discretion in the
country-at a crisis, too, when almost any measure could
have been carried by boldness, popularity, and perseve-
rance-it is more than probable his views might have
extended to the total separation of the two nations.

II. But though the voice of the people had decided
unanimously upon two points, namely, national indepen-
dence and a redress of grievances; yet many differ~nt
shades of opinion existed among some of the leadmg
characters, as to the precise time and modes of proceed-
ing to attain those objects. The moderate and cautiouS
party in general followed the indecisive and feeble coun-
sels of Earl Charlemont; whilst the more bold, decisive,
and straight-forward conduct of the Bishop of Derry a~-
peared far more congenial to the critical and proud pOSI-
tion of the Irish nation, and better adapted to hasten the
attainment of their rights, than the slow and almost
courtly approaches of the Charlemont system.

The Duke of Leinster also, as well as Mr. Brownlow,
and. many of th.ose who had occasionally been in the
habit of supportmg the Irish government, leaned to the
moderate and regular course of proceedinO' recommended
by Earl Charlemont, whilst fewer of the leaders, but
more C?f.the people, followed the fascinating boldness of
the milItary prelate, who wished to take instant advan-
tage ?f a crisis, the continuance of which might be un-
certain i and the conduct of those two noblemen becom-
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ing decidedly dissimilar, if not altogether adverse, it was
soon apparent, that one or the other of them must neces-
sarily sink in public estimation.

This contest for pre-eminence, however, was carried
on only at a distance, and in no respect impeded the
general cause. The partisans of each never came into
decisive collision until a contest for the presidency of the
general national convention decided that important point
in favor of Earl Charlemont, and the rough dissolution
of that assembly through the imbecility of his Lordship,
soon after put a final conclusion to the power and con-
.roversies of both those personages.

However, on one point no difference of opinion existed
between them-all the leading characters were unani-
mous as to giving immediate and fnll effect to the Dun-
gannon resolutions by calling upon every milit:uy asso-
ciation in the kingdom forthwith to declare their pnblic
sentiments on all the important subjects discnssed by that
assembly. An immense number of publications imme-
diately issued from the press, auxiliary to this determi-
nation-an increased activity as well as spirit- pervaded
the whole kingdom-meetings ,vere called in every
county, city, town, and village-the municipal as well as
military bodies held public meetings-the determination
of all coincided with those of Dungannon-no important
difference of opinion existed-all appeared unanimous in
the common cause-and Poyning's Law, the true parent
of all Irish grievances, became the pass-word of liberty.
A particular word has frequently had an extraordinary
effect in exciting the enthusiasm and rousing the passions
of the Irish people" Poyning's Law," therefore, acquired
by repetition almost the power of a talisman-it operated
on all occasions as a reviving stimulant against the usur-
pation of England-and became the most obnoxious and
reprobated of all their grievances.

III. The statute of George 1., declaratory of the legis-
lative supremacy of the British Parliament over Ireland,
thOll~h a more modern was a still more decisive griev-
ance-: as without its abolition the redress of all other
griev~nces would be vain and precarious.

The statutes had originally been enacted upon princi-
ples the most unjust, and for objects the most tyrannical

11"
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the first to reduce the Irish Honse of Commons to a mere
instrument of the privy council of both nations, and con-
sequentlyof the British Cabinet-the second, to neutral-
ize the Irish legislature altogether, and to establish an ap-
pellant jurisdiction to the British 10rJs, whereby ev~ry
decree and judgment of the Irish superior courts, whIch
could tend to affect or disturb the questionable or ~ad
titles of the British adventurers and absentees to IrIsh
states or Irish property, might be reversed or rendered
abortive in Great Britain by a vote of the Scotch and
English nobility." Many British peers and commoners,
through whose inflnence the latter statute had been
enacted, had themselves been deeply interested in eff~ct-
ing that measure, to secure their own grants of IrIsh
estates; and some British judges were led to disgrace
their judicial character by giving decisive opinions on
the justice of a statute unequivocally illegal and uncon-
stitutional. It was therefore unanimously agreed upon
by all the armed associations of Ireland, to publish, on
their own behalf, and that of the nation in general, a
counter-dedaration to that of the British judges, renoun-
cing all future obedience to that statute-by one bold
and decisive step to throw off the weight of that usurped
authority altogether-and, by actual unanimous resist-
ance to its operation, for ever extinguish the most extra-
vagant and illegal assumption of power, which one free
country and limited monarchy ever yet attempted to im-
pose upon a people, supposed to wear even the tattered
garb of freedom.

The Volunteers reasoned--and reasoned unanswer-
ably-that an attempt to legislate for a nation not repre-
sented. in the acting legi~lature, was the very acme of
despotIc power-the. practIcal ground of tyrannic polity;
~d, wheth~r exercIsed by a king, a parliament, or a
p~IVYcoun.cll,. was unnatural to the governed-it was
stIll a sU~JectJOnto foreign jurisdiction, which nothing
but the rIghts of conquest and the superiority of power
could justify or perpetuate .

. It Was upon the same principle, though differently mo-
dified, that Pagan princes had established Christian sla-

• Thia re-enacted by the union.
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very-it was upon the same princiJ?le, that so large ~
portion of the eastern world was subJugat,ed to the domI-
nation of a few British merchants-and It was the snc-
cess of that vicious precedent, the 6th of George III.,
which had encourag-ed the British Parliament fatally to
attempt to legislate tor Ameri~a: bl~t i~was,: specie,s. of
usurpation which the renovatlllg prmclples 01 the Bntlsh
constitution itself never could extend to a sister nation,
and which the immutable laws of nature gave her the
right of resisting, the very first opportunity which occur-
red to render that resistance effectual.

IV. It was now perfectly understood by the Irish peo-
ple, that the British statute in question, having passed
only in England, cOllld have received the royal assent by
George 1., only as King of Great Britain-in which dis-
tinct capacity the Irish nation altogether denied his power
or authority over Ire]and-because the federative princi-
ple, though it placed the two distinct crowns of the two
distinct nations for ever in one dynasty, yet acted in the
name of two distinct legislations, and if it authorized the
legislature of either nation to counter-legislate for the
other-it mnst have reciprocally authorized both-and
would equally have enabled the Irish Parliament, and
George I., as King of Ire]and, to pass a similar statute,
declaratory of their legislative supremacy over the king-
dom of Great Britain.

The truth of this position admitted of no argument:
but even if it did, the physical strength of Ireland was
now too much alive to its own power to admit of any pro-
longed discussion upon so clear a subject: all diplomatic
evasions were now useless-the Irish people were right,
and they \\'1'1'(' peremptory-the British Government was
Wroll!:, and it was intimidated-the Eng]ish fleets and
armi~s, crowded with Irishmen, could not be supposed to
rernalll Illdltfcrcnt spectators to sitch a contest with their
own cOlllltry-the claim of rights was upon a principle
so plain and so comprf'hensive, that soldiers and sailors
('ould not he supposed to be ignorant of what the sim-
pIpst peasant was capable of understanding.

The Irish judges (though some of them, as before re-
marked, were very respef'table men) were at this time but
little to be trusted on subjects respecting which England
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appeared to be deeply involved, or the Minister much in-
terested-the precarious tenure of their offices almost
obliged them to be partisans for British supremacy-an~,
being totally dependent on the Governmen~ for t?elr
bread, were prepared to discountenance, and, If P?s~lble,
by judicial dictums to put down the military aSSOCIa!lOns.
It was therefore obviously necessary, that thepubhc de-
claration of positive resistance to all British statutes and
legislation should be universal, proceeding from all ranks,
and all bodies, civil and military-magistrates and. peo-
ple-that by its generality every attempt to chec~ It by
judicial interference, or individual prosecution, mIght be
rendered impracticable and desperate ..

V. The armed associations, theretore, assembled I~
every quarter of the kingdom, and, by corps and regi-
ments, distinctly adopted the resolutions of the Dungan-
non meeting, and explicitly declared, "that no earthly
authority, save the King, Lords, and Commons of Ire-
land, had power to make laws for their country-and that
they would resist, with their lives and fortunes, the exe-
cution of all British statutes, affecting to bind the inde-
pendent kingdom of Ireland.

These resolutions" were unanimously adopted by the

• The author's father and brothers commanded four Volunteer regi-
ments, viz.,-the Cullenagh Rangers, Durrow Light Dragoons, Kilkenny
Horse, and Ballyroom Cavalry. The first essay of the author's polttJcal
pen \vas the foliowin~ resolutions. adopted by-the first of these corps;
and proves that an attachment to the constitutional independence of Ire-
land had been the earliest, as it was the last, of his political predilecttons.

"At the meeting. of the Cullenagh Rangers, 22d of J\Iay, 1802, CoLO-
~L BARRINGTON m the chair, the following Resolutions were unan-
unously agreed to:-

" Resolved-That as citizens armed in defence of the laws and con-
stituti?n of our country, and disclaiming every political jurisdiction, save
the kmg, lords, and commons of lRELAl\D we are determined to reSist,
with our lives and fortunes, every statute \~'hich the usurped authority
of the Bnlish parlmment have heretofore enacted, or may hereafter at-
tempt to ]mpos~ on a country determined to be FREE.

" Resolved-That we heartily coincide in all the resolutions of the
Dl1ngan~lOl1meeting, as the surest step towards redressing those grieyan-
('es~ which It was as Impolitic in England to adopt, as it would be pusil-
lanimous III Ireland to submit to.

" Signed. hy order of the Corps,
... GEORGE HElL Y, Secretary." .

Rel!olultons to the llalIIe effect were entered into by almost every regi-
ment of Ireland.
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Yolunteer corps in every province of Ireland, some in
more cool, others in warmer language, but all to same
effect-all in terms equally decisive, cxplicit, and pa.
triotic.

The necessity of adopting the Dungannon resolutions
distinctly as to all their points, was manifcst; for t~ley
were so congenial in their nature, and so closely alhed,
as to be inseparable. 'I'hat respecting the independer~ce
of Irish judges seemed quite indispensable to the secunty
of individuals, perhaps to the success of any of therr
other measures. Unless judges were totally independent
of the King and his government, their purity never could
be confidently relied on, in any case where the crown
and the subject might be at issue on questions of English
legislature.

~To preserve, in legal decisions, as much as possible
the appearance of cOllsistency, judges generally consider
thel1lseh'cs as bound to follow the precedents of their
predccessors ; and when imperative justice and their own
conviction obtige them to overrule any of those prece.
dents, they do so delicately, upon some actual or supposed
shade of distinction between the cases, authorizing an
alteration of rule, without a change of principle-which
alteration would otherwise prove that wrong had been
done to either the former or the latter suitor-and the re.
pugnant decisions would appear to form a code of legal
incongruity, changing its nIles as often as it changed its
interpreters, and exhibiting justice as obscure, and deci-
sion as inconclusive.

But as to Ireland, the decided opinion of the celebrated
British judge, Blackstone, that "she was by right, as
well as law. bound by all British statutes specially naming
hl'f'-' \\"nllld hu\'e been a precedent permanently impera-
tl~'e on (lPpend('ut Irish judges. The total independence
ot the Irish jllrlgc~ on the crown was therefore indispen.
sable to tlw Irish people, and was peremptorily demanded
bv the whole nation ..

. VI. The Volunteers also perceived, that, though their
exertions for national independence might, by their then
power and unanimity, be entirely successful, yet England
when she recovered her strength, might re-assume her
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power, punish the champions of Irish liberty, and again
plunge Ireland into its former state of dependence and
imbecility."

They, therefore, saw the necessity of a mutiny bill,
enacted by their own parliament, and limited in its dura-
tion, as in England, only from session to session; ?y
which the Irish parliaments would constitutionally acqmre
the power of protecting their national independence, as
their refusing to re-enact the mutiny bill would at any
time operate as a discharge of the whole standing army
of the Irish establishment. This, and nothing less than
this could effectually preserve the nation from future
shackles, should any minister of Great Britain be bold
enough again to attempt the subjugation of the coun~ry.
Accordingly, this resolution of the Dungannon meetmg
_ also unanimously decided on throughout all Ireland,
arm formed one of those demands from which the Volun-
teers determined never to recede, and never to lay down
their arms until they had unequivocally obtained it.

Reasons equally cogent and conclusive induced the
Volunteers to adopt and peremptorily to insist upon each
of the other resolutions of the Dungannon meeting whilst
the old habits of domination, the pride of national
superiority, the prejudices of a mistaken policy, the avarice
of a monopolizing commerce, and the principles of an
arbitrary ministry, equally operated against such con-
cessions. But England felt that she had neither pretences
to justify, nor means nor strength to support, a direct
refusal of the claims of Ireland.

VII .. When a people are bold enough to throw off
oppressiOn, strong enough to resist it, and wise enough
to be uIl:;mimous, they must succeed. Oppression, though
clothed m.all the hau~ht.in.ess of arbitrary power, is ever
accompamed by the tImIdity of guilt. On the c.ontrary

• The Irish. Parliament took the most quiet, constitutional, and effec-
tual. means 01 carrymg their pomt, that could possibly be suggested.
TheIr sessIons were bll'nmal, and consequently their grants to goyern-
ment were lor two year,; at once; anll till more moneY was required.
th~ir legislative was inactivl'. They now determined oil granting sup-
plies to the crown lor SIX months only, as a hint that they would grant
no more till thell' gnevances were redressed: this had its effect.
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a just resistance to tyranny, ho.w~ver feeble in its ~om-
mencement, acquires strength III Its progress, the stImu-
lants of rising liberty, like the paroxysms of fevel:,.often
communicating a supernatural strength. ~o a debilItated
body. Ireland had arrived ~lt that crlsl~, her natural
vigour was rapidly snrmountmg the malignancy of her
disorder and her dormant powers at once burst forth
on an dstonished empire, and an embarrassed adminis-
tration.

By this time the national armed force had greatly
increased, not only in numbers, but in respectability, and
had. improved not only in discipline, but in all the military
requisites for a regular and active army.

Abont that period there were nearly ninety thousand
soldiers ready, armed, disciplined, and regimented, hurtl-
ing with impatience for the enjoyment of their liberties,
not acting on a wild enthusiastic impulse, bnt guided by
reason and depending upon justice," The conduct of
the British parliament had taught them the necessity of
national unanimity, the 'whole population therefore were
ready to be embodied if necessity required it, and
in one month five hundred thousand active soldiers
might have been enrolled for service. They saw clearly
that Great Britain, by the consolidation of her strength,
had risen to that height of power, which alone protected
her from her ambitious neighbours, and that, whilst she
kept all her liberty at home for her own consumption,
she was able to exercise despotic authority over every
other quarter of the world, which she governed. It was

• It j" impo",ible with precision to compute the number of effective
Yolunt,.\'r" who h:d taken up arm5 in Irelanc1, hecause many were en-
roiled w1:o were incapable ui duty. The number on pape~r therefore
exc','c,je! the etfectJ\'e torce; nor 15It probable that more than eig;hty thou.
"and !'ITenil'c ulsclplmed troops could at that time have been broug;ht
mto the Ileld, until thc armm~ berame lreneral, and the numbers increased
hv Ih" adrlli<sjon of Catholic~. when, ha,lthne been anns in the kin"'.
dom for all who \wrc an'l.i()u~ to bear them, above four hundred tho~-
"and l'Il,'ctiw men rertamlv woul,l have rome forward. In the insurrec-
tIOn 01 179~, tilt' lUuuty ot Kild~lre alone had more than twentv thousand
in,ur;('uls in arms al](l the county' of \\' exfonl above thirl\: thousand
and had the oltlf'r count ie, fllrni,hed in. proportion to their 'population:
the :\mOll\1twould have exceede,l a mIllion, but thi" comprised the Catho-
lics, who ,..ere In very' 5C:\ntv nllm>wrs enrolled ag Yolunters in 1782.
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therefore only by the same unanimity that Ireland could
counteract her' and all the capacities and talents which
the Irish peopl~ possessed seemed to collect their united
strength for the cause of their independence.

They had now, by the constant discussions of politi~al
subjects in every rauk of society, acquired a capacIty
of acute reasoning on constitutional controversies, theIr
nati ve eloquence breakillg forth at every meeting nourished
their native ardonr, and almost every peasant became a
public orator." "Kings" (said a private volunteer at
one of those provincial assemblies in Leinster) "are, we
now perceive but human institutions, Parliaments are but
human institutiolls, Ministers are but human institutions,
but Liberty is a right Divine, it is the earliest gift from
heaven, the charter of our birth-right, which human
institutions can never cancel, without tearing down the
first and best decree of the Omnipotent Creator." .

The pulpit too from which fanaticism was expelled, dId
not fail to become auxiliary to the general cause. Some
dissenting clergymen in the north of Ireland were par-
ticularly eloquent; a passage in one of their sermons
deserves to be recorded.

"~Iy brethren and brother soldiers, said the pastor,
let us, by prayer and hy humiliation supplicate heav~n
to grant our attainment of that liberty, without which hfe
is but a prison, and society a place of bondage. Our tute-
lary providence has permitted that blessing to be so long
withheld from us by the corrupt and the un worthy only as
a punishment for our past offences, and a trial for our
future fortitude and perseverance. But the time of our ex-
piation seems n()w to have been completed, a bright flame

• Eloquence was at that peri<xl highly estimated and universally culti-
vated III [reland. The numner of able men who at that period tltled the
bar and the SC'nate had never been equallcli at any former period. The
flame of hnerty seemed to communicate a glow to the language even of
the. humble~t orator. The bar \vas not a (fatle it was a pr~fes8ion, from
which servdlty wa.s excluded. The ~enate was not a bank; it was a
lyceum; I'lo'l'wnce flollrishl''! in both; the stu,lenls of the universit\' had
free accl'ss to the gallery of th •. commons: their young minds hecame
enlarged and enlli~htenell b\' what th~v dailv heard and admired, and
were thus trailled by their p:'ltriotislIl alia thei; imitative powers to sup-~~t..lace of declining veteran!'!. The change hall been great and



OF THE IRISH NATION. 133

has blazed up amongst the ~eople, ~.nd, in the ha1.lds of
.iustice, liQ;htsthem to the plams ofv Htue and of VIctOry.
The jnstice of onr canse has drawn cl~,v:n that flame from
a superior power, and we ma y well antIcIpat~, that through
its jin', the priests of Baal will soon pensh before the
altars of the Almi£;htv."

"\ Imost PWIT Irish 'gentleman had now either raised a
military corps,' or had enlisted himself in that of his
lll>ighhnnr. Some Roman Catholic gentlemen also took to
arms, and raised corps composed solely of persons of that
IlPrsnasion, whilst many Protestants, relinquishing their
prC'jndiccs, received their Catholic fellow-subjects into
their ranks with cordiality, and the whole nation became
almost as a single C'1mily. The most profound peace and
goml conduct si!!llalized the 100\-est peasantry, the most
pert;,,'t allil ctli'l,tllal police was established, hardly a
puhlic nime of any kind 'nlS committed without instant
d"fI'ctioll. awl en.ry man of every rank seemed to have
:ulopt('d one prominent and permanent principle, that of
uniting good order, patriotism, and firmness.

The 10'-1' of liberty, however, is often palled by enjoy-
ment: the miseries of former oppression are sometimes
forgotten in the yiews of avarice, or the pursuits of
ambition, and there are two many instances in history, of
sanguinary contests for the attainment of independence,
ann voluntary relapses into the fangs of tyranny. Human
nature is subjpct to inconsistencies, and man cannot coun-
teract the errors of his original formation: but when that
inconsistency is the nJlmiiary result of depraved or cor-
rupted principlps, the weakness hecomrs a viep, and the
01;j0f't dis~llstill!!. :\"ore:111tl]('re be a stronger elucidation
ot thiS po,ltion. or a more painful comparison of times
an:l 1','r::-O]).5. than that which will occur in the progress
of tIllS :\";lrrall\-e, where wc shall discover the very same
'.1H'n,who in 17S2 were forpmost in otf<'ring their lives and
tortlUH'S tn alt;\in the indepcndence of their country,
m..tamorphospd on Ihp Cnion, eighteen years afterwards,
Into the "nips! slan>s of direct and shameless corruption,
anit puhlicl y splling themselves, their connections, and
th';1f countrv. for money. for office or for title. The
individual rr\~fs of this' are 11Ilmf'rous, indisputable and
eaSIly produced. ~ :md th" comparison will afford a whole~

12'
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some lesson for states and nations to look with more
caution and less confidence on the professions of public
men, who too frequently remain no longer honest, t~an
till public opinion may safely be encountered by plausIble
pretences. The shouts of popularity only gratify. ~he
momentary vanity of man, whilst successful ambmon
rewards more substantially his pride, or fills the measure
of his avarice. The instances are rare, and therefore
more precious, of perfect purity attending public char~c-
ter, without deviation, through the whole course of Its
career.

VIII. Of those who led the Volunteer associations in
Leinster, Lord Charlemont, the Duke of Leinster, Mr.
Grattan, and Mr. Henry Flood, had the greatest 'yeight
and authority: their popularity was extreme, and It was
merited.

To this list may be added the names of many others,
particularly Archdall, Stewart, and Brownlow, names that
will forever remain engraved on the tahlet of Irish gra-
titude, as belonging to men who remained steady during
all the subsequent ordeals through which their unfortunate
country was doomed to pass, and formed a striking and
melancholy contrast to Altamont and Belvidere, Shannon
and Clanricard, Longfield and Nevil, and the crowd of
those, whose apostacy, in 1800, has stained the records. of
Irish history, and tarnished the character of Irish patriot-
ism. A dereliction of public principle can only b~
accounted for by reflecting, that the accomplished poli-
tician and the polished patriot are no less susceptible of
the debasing passions of the human mind, than the most
humble and illiterate amongst uncultivated society. High
rank and influence oftener expose the dormant errors,
than multiply the virtues of a public character.

As soon as the Dungannon Volunteers had received
the concurrence of the armed associations, the commons
house. o~parliament assumed a new aspect. Its former
submISSIOnand unqualified adulation to the minister and
the lord lieutenant had departed. The old supporters of
t~e .g~vernm?nt see~ned only solicitous how they could
dlml.Ulsh thelr obedlence without sacrificing their con-
nectIOn,and every successive debate showed evident symp-
toms of an approaching and decisive crisis ..
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The proceedings of the people without doors, now
began to have their due weight on their representatives
within: the who\8 hOllse appeared forming into parties,
accordingly as tlwy were operated on by diftcrent degrees
of caution, of timidity, of patriotism, allli of interest, the
leaders of each party becculle more conspicuons, and
every qnestion, hO\ve"er trivial, confessed the unsteadi-
ness of the g'overnment, and betrayed the embarrassment
of its snpporters.

Fitzgibbon pnrsued an unvaried course. His haughty
and inflexible mind despised the country which he hoped
one day to govern. Her release from British domination
might also liberate her from his O\vn grasp, and, so long
as he could, he lIniformly opposed every measure which
mi!!ht tend to her (,Illancipation, save in a few instances,
which, hy exp0:,ing his duplicity, confirmed his character.
P('rl('ctly- illllitt;'rent as to th(' pnhlic, he ewry day gave
fresh pro()t~ of that ::nhitr,trr and impetllolls talen1, ,,"hich
so strow"h" contribnted to orin!! the nation to its end. and
himself to his condusion and he often embarrassed the
gO"ernment more by the intemperance of his support than
their opponents by the steadiness of their opposition.

A ,-arietv of causes contributed to add both numbers
and weight' to the opposition, and gained it the accession
of many country gentlemen, whom the excitation of the
moment had aronsed from their lethargy, and who found
it no longer possible indolently to temporize on those
ministerial measnres. which even their own tenemtn- in
arms had resoh'ed t'o resist Se"eral on this principle
united ,,"ith the opposition ..

The thnw reached e'"l'n (!ios('. ,dlO from otD.ceor con-
nef'til)!j "','rr' Ilf'('ps,irat,.d to adhere to the measures of
gon'rnnlf'nt. \o\\'rrinz their nSllClItone of arro!!:tnce and of
triumph. tllt:y condesf'elllied to gin~ reasons Jor their con-
duct. and apl"'ared almost to conrt a supposition, that this
,\11111'1"1'1)(,(, was eornplllsatory, all,l their conviction open;
,,-hil(' thO' llllln!wr was sllIall of those who, looking to the
possihility of a termination f:1,'ourahle to government,
al\(l th,.ir future interests, still rrave them a support, the
J11or('af"'\'ptahl,'. hecausl' now more necf'ssary. But it was
too late, IJPzotiatinn was at an elld, the mine "'as char!.!,.d,
the train laid, the match was burning the summons was
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peremptory, and either surrender or explosion \vas inevi-
table. At this moment the leading characters all started
from their ranks: every party had its chief, and eyery
chief turned his eyes, by almost unanimous assent, to the
eloquence and energy of the ardent Grattan ... The
favourite of the parliament, the terror of the I?Jlllste:-,
the intimate friend of the ablest men, and the mdefatl-
gable advocate of his country, he seemed most peculiarly
calculated to bring forward some great or decisive measure,
which should at once terminate the dangerous paroxysm
to which the minds of the whole nation were noW worked
up, and by its decision inform them, whether they were
to receive their rights from the justice, or to enforce them
by the humiliation of Great Britain ..

The period, however, had not quite arrived for thIS
step. Extensive as the abilities of lHr. Grattan were,
they had many competitors: jealousies intrude thems?lv~s
~ven in~o the highest minds; the spirit of rivalshlP IS
mseparable from great talents i Mr. Grattan's importa~lce
was merely individual, and he was then only advancmg
to that pre-eminence, which he soon after acquired over
all competitors. Though it was approaching fast, it was
evidel~t that it had not indisputably arrived: it was
essential that all those parties in the house should be a
little more approximated, before a meaSlUe was announ-
ced 011 which unanimity was of vital importance.

IX. So much talent never had before appeared in the
Irish senate as at that particular moment; rank al~d
fortune also were in higher estimation there than In
England, where both are more common and consequently
less imposing. Eloquence and talent; have always had
their appropriate weight in a popular assembly; but
several members of the Irish Parliament in addition to
splendid talents, having great fortune a~d distinguished
rank to recommend them, the commons house was not
~s ye~ fully prepared to give so splendid a lead to any
mdlvIdual, who, .devoid of these, had nothing to recom-
mend hlln but Ins talents and his character.

Thl!se who ~~~ their respective parties were all men
of emment ablhtles or of extensive connections. Flood,
Grattan, Brownlow, Burgh, Daly, Yelverton, appeared
the IIlO$t respected or efficient leaders of the opposition;
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Scott (the attorney general) and Fitzgibbon were the
most active and efficient supporters of government; while
Daly, Bagenall, Sir Edward ~ewenham,}\Ir. Joseph
Dean and a Illllllber of cOllntry gentlemen, all dissimilar
in habits, and heterogeneous in prilJ(~iples, were gronped
together withont any particular leader, but always paid
a marked deference to the opinions of Mr. Brownlow,
whose good s{~ns'" large ti)l,tune, and reasonable effici-
ency, constantly ensured him a merited attention,

A few of these country gentlemen had a sort of exclu
sive privilege of speaking without interruption, whether
they spoke good sense or folly, with reason or without,
as suited their whims, or accorded with their capacities.
Of this class was .:\11'. Thomas Connolly, who appeared
to have the largest personal connection of any individual
in the commons house of parliament. He took a princi-
pal lead amollgst the country gentlemen, because he
spoke more than allY of them, though probably his influ-
ellce would have been greater, if he had relll::1ined totally
silent. He \\"as a person of \"Cry high finnily, ample for-
tune, powerful connections, and splendid establishments;
friendly, sincere, honourable, and munificent in disposi-
tion, but whimsical, wrongheaded, and positive, his ideas
of politics were limited and confused; he mistook obsti-
nacy for independence, and singularity for patriotism,
and fmcied he was a 'Vhig, because he was not profes-
sedlya. Torv,

Full of al'istocracy, he was used by the patriots, when
they could catch him, to give weight to their resolutions,
and courtl'd b," the gO\'ernllll'nt, to takp ad\"antagp of his
whimsicalit~", 'ami Plnharrass th~ opposition. He'was bad
as a statesman. \\"orsc as all orator. III parliamPllt he
Q"a\"l' his opinions at the close of a debate, \\'ithout having
lisl('IW(! 10 its progress: and attacked measures with a
sort of hlunt point, which~pnerally hruised both his
friends and his opponpnts. lIis llllalities wpre curiously
miXl'd, and his principles as singularly hlended; and if
he har! not IJPen distinguished bv birth and 1ortune, he
cprtainlv would have remained ail his life in obscurity.

This 'gentknwn had an eXlpnsivc circle of adherents.
Ou som(~qUpstiOllShe was led a.\\"ay by their persuasions,
on others, they submitted to his prejudices, as a bait to

12-
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fix him on more important occasions; and sometimes ~e
differed unexpectedly from all of them .. He was lle~lly
allied to the Irish minister at the discusslOn of the Ul1101.1,
and he followed his lordship's fortunes, surrendered ~us
country, lost his own importance, died in ~omparatlve
obscurity, and in his person ended the pedlgre~ of o~e
of the most respectable English families ever reSIdent III
Ireland.

X. Many other persons, who distinguished themselves
at this period of public trial, will be subjects of observa-
tion in the course of this memoir: but scarcely any of
them more justly deserve notice than Mr. Yelverton, who
was, perhaps, the only public character of those day~,
whose every act could be with ease accounted for, Ius
motives for the act being as palpable as the act was
public; and whether his conduct was right or wrong
made no difference in this respect, its causes could be
t!aced wi~h equal facility, and he generally struggled as
httle agamst the propensities of his nature as any man
that ever existed. [n this narrative of the concerns of
Irel.and his name will frequently occur j and as so e~tra-
ordl~ary a character can never be forgotten in the m1l1ds
of Ius cOUl~trymen, it I~ay properly be anticipated.

Barry l'elverton, of humble origin, afterwards L~rd
Avonmore, and successor to Hussey Burgh, as chIef
baron of the excheq.uer, had acquired great celebrity as
al~ advocat? at the Insh bar, and was at this time rapIdly
wmg~ng hIS way to the highest pinnacle of honourable
notonetyand forensic advancement. He had been elect-
ed member of parliament for the town of Carrickfergus,
and became a z~alous partisan for the claims of Ireland.r W~uld be dIfficult to do justice to the lofty and over-
\V Ifhnll1~ elocution of this distinguished man during the
c}ar y. pel nods of his political exertions To tl;e profound,O"wa at.1 I' .

'" '. 1...., con~ lISIve reasoning of Flood' the brilliant,
stUl1Ulatlll!! cplgran1m" t' . h" I

" ,I IC al1tl! eSIS of Grattan' t Ie8WCf't-tollPd("lpti,- ( '. ,
or tl~e \V'II 'f",. ,<1: 1Il~, convlIlcmg rhetoric of Burgh j
ext" ell ( ,lsUnil,!l1g Imagery and varied pathos of the
in mor mar}" ('mraH, he was respectively inferior; but

. POwerful, Ilcrvou~ language, he excelled them all. A
~~ commanding, undaullted e]o(lUence burst inI'OItillc t..rrellta frOI l' l'

11 1113 IpS, not a word was lost.
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Though fiery, yet weighty and distinct, the authoritative
rapidity of his language, relieved by the beauty of his
luxuriant fancy, subdued the auditor without the power
of resistance, and left him in doubt, whether it was to ar~
gument or to eloquence that he surrendered his conviction.

His talents were alike adapted to public purposes, as
his private qualities to domestic society. In the common
transactions of the world he was an infant; in the varie-
ties of right and wrong, of propriety and error, a frail
mortal; in the senate and at the bar, a mighty giant: it
was on the bench that, unconscious of his errors, and in
his home unconscious of his virtues, both were most
conspicuous. That deep-seated vice, which with equal
power freezes the miser's heart, and inflames the ruffian's
passions, was to him a stranger; he was always rich,
and al ways poor; like his great predecessor, frugality fled
before the carelessness of his mind. and left him the vic~
tim of his liberality, and of course' in many instances a
monument of ingratitude. His character was entirely
transparent, it had no opaque qualities; his passions were
open, his prepossessions palpable, his failings obvious,
and he took as little pains to conceal his faults as to
publish his perfections.

In politics he was more steady to party, than to prin-
ciple, but evinced no immutable consistency in either: a
patriot by nature, yet susceptible of seduction, a partisan
bv temper, yet capable of instability, the commencement
and the conclusion of his political conduct were as dis-
tinct as the poles, and as dissimilar as the elp.ments.

Amply qualified for lhl' bench by profound legal and
constitutional learning, cxtensive proll'ssional practice,
stron!! loC!:icalpowers, a classical ane! wide ralwin!! capa-
city, equitable propensities, ane! a philanthropic disposi-
tion, he possessed all the positive qualifications for a great
judge: but he could not temporize; the total ahsence of
skilful or e,en Ilf'cessary caution, and the indulgence of a
few tcehle counteracting habits, greatly diminished that
high reputation, whicl\ a c<;>ld.phlegmatic mi~lI, or a
soll'mll, imposing, vulgar piallsillihty, confers on 111lserably
illtt'rior judges.

But even\vith all his faults Lord A nmmore was ,-astly
superior to all his judicial contemporaries. If 11"\\"as illl-
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petuous, it was an impetuosity: in which his heart had no
concern' he was never unkmd that he ,,:as no~ also
repentadt; and ever thinking that he acted. With rectitude,
the cause of his greatest errors seemed to be a careless
ignorance of his lesser imperfections .....

He had a species of intermitting ambitIOn, wIlIch elt~er
led him too far, or forsook him altogether. HIS purSUits,
of course, were unequal, and his ways irregular .. Ele.vated
solely by his own talents, he acquired new habits WIthout
altogether divestina himself of the old ones. A scholar,
a poet, a statesma~, a lawyer, in elevated society .he was
a brilliant wit, at lower tables, a vulgar humourIst; he,
had appropriate anecdote and conviviality for. all, and
whether in the one or in the other, he seldom failed to be
either entertaining or instructive.

He was a friend, ardent, but indiscriminate even to
blindness, an enemy, warm, but forgiving even to fo~ly;
he lost his dignity by the injudiciousness of his selectIOns
and sunk his consequence in the pliability of his nature j
to the first he was a dupe, to the latter an instrument, 011
the whole he was a more enlightened than efficient states-
man, a !Il0re able, than unexceptionable judge, and ~l?re
h~nes.t .Ill the theory, than the practice, of his pohtlc~.
HIS. TlSlllg sun was brilliant, his meridian, cloudy, hiS
seltlllg, obscure: cro~ses at length ruffied his temper~
deceptIOns abated IllS confidence, time tore down hiS
talent~ he became depressed and indifferent, and after a
long hfe of chequered incidents and inconsistent conduct,
he died, leaving behind him few men who possessed so
much talent, so much heart, or so much weakness.

T?is disti~gtli~hed man, at the critical period of I.re-
land s emanCIpatIOn, burst forth as a meteor in the IrIsh
senate, his.career in the commons was not long, but it was
busy and Important; he had connected himself with the
Duke of ~Qrtland, and continued that connection unin-
~emlpted lill the day of his dissolution. But through the
mtll1encc of that. nobleman, and the absolute necessity of
a fa.nu1y prOVISIon,on the question of the Union the
r:dlance?f ~is public ch~racter was obscured for ever, the
~rels ot his early aclnevcments fell withered from histo:' .an~ after having With zeal and sincerity laboured

ttain mdependence for his country in 1782, he became
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one of its sale-masters in 1800, and mingling in a motley
crowd, uncongenial to his native character, and beneath
his natural superiority, he surrendered the rights, the
franchises, and the honours of that peerage, to which, by
his greal talents and his early virtues, he had been so
justly elevated.

Except upon the bench, his person ,vas devoid of dignity
and his appearance ordinary and mean, yet there was
something in the strong, marked lines of his rough un~
finished features, which bespoke a character of no common
description; powerful talent was its first trait, fire and
philanthropy contended for the next, his countenance,
wrought up and varied by the strong impressions of his
labouring mind, could be better termed indicatory, than
expressive; and in the midst of his greatest errors and
most reprehensible moments, it was difficult not to respect
and impossible not to regard him.
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CHAPTER VIII.

The alarm in England increases-The Earl of Carlisle recalled-T~e
Duke of Portland appointed Lord Lieutenant-Duke of Portla~~f
character-He attempts to procrastinate-Remarks on :he._pol,cy d-
an Union at that Juncture-Mr. Grattan refuses to llela) hb plOceed
ings--Especial call of the house-Comparison of the EnglJsh an
Irish Houses of Parliament-Character of l\Ir. Sexton Perry-Emhar-
rassment of the Patriots-Mr. Hutchinson Secretary of State, unex-
pectedlydeclaresthe assent of Govemment-:\Jr. Ponsonby. moves an
addressconsideredinsufficient-Dangerous dilemma of Parhamcnt.

I. As the proceedings of the Volunteers and ~unicipal
bodies became every day more serious and decls.lve, an1
the Irish House of Commons, on the subserviency 0
which the British ministers had been so lonQ"accustomed
to rely, assumed an unusual tone of indep~lldence, and
evinced strong symptoms of an approaching revolution of
sentiment, the British cabinet were alarmed for the con-
sequences of further neglect, and at length reluctantly
gave up all hopes of effectually resisting or evading the
demands of Ireland, they now only sought how they could
best gain time for deliberation, so as to moderate the
extent of their concessions, and adopt a mode of con~uct
the ~east likely to humiliate the pride, or alarm the Jea-
lOUSiesof Great Britain.

But Lord North's administration had been disgraced,
and ruined through their proceedings towards America,
and were, of course equally unfit to negociate with Ireland,
as they must feel the same repuonance as in the American
case, to concede independenc~. 'Vith these ministers,
therefore, it was found impracticable to proceed to such a
measure, and they :v~re at. length necessarily displaced.
But though ~he adn~l~llstratlOnWas changed individually,
they wer~ still a BntJsh govemment with the appropriate
charact~nstlcs of the old leaven, and could not so suddellly
~_~dlcal\y alter the fundamental system of their pre-
~rs or conceal from the world the true motives
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which caused the change of sentiment in the English
councils: in other words it was altogether impossible
effectually to mask the reluctance with which England
must at length retract her favourite political doctrines-
and the ill grace with which she must strike the flag of
usurpation to what she considered an inferior nation.

In this state of things, as the Earl of Carlisle could not
act on measures which had been resisted by his col-
leagues it became absolutely necessary for the safety of
the empire, to change the ministers of both nations, and
the appointment of the JHarquis of Rockingham and Mr.
Fox by calling to his majesty's councils as much honesty
and talent as could reasonably be expected, gave a new
impulse to the machine of Government, and increased
the hopes, as it raised the spirits of the Irish people.

The members of the new cabinet were well aware that
the situation of Ireland was too critical to be for a moment
neglected, the great responsibility which that critical state
imposed on their heads, impressed them with a full sense
of the difficulties and the dangers they had undertaken to
encounter j and whatever their private opinions might
have been on the affairs of Ireland, they wisely adopted
a full tone of pacific conciliation, and protessing the true
Whig doctrines of constitutional liberty, they assumed the
eccentric character of patriot-ministers, an attribute but
little known, and seldom found in any country.

These ministers were certainly disposed to act liberally,
though probably to a narrower extent than what they soon
found was indispensable to the integrity of the empire;
for even Mr. Fox had never proved himself to be a very
attached friend to the interests of Ireland, further than he
was led by his general principles of toleration and liberty,
and so inattentive had he been to the concerns of that
nation in the abstract, that a few days after his appoint-
ment, he fairly acknowledged himself ignorant" of its true
state, and uninformed as to its real circumstances .

• Mr. Fox, on the 4th of April 1782, wrote to Lord Charlemont in
these words-" With regard to the parl1cular ]JOints between the l~
countries, I am really not master of ~hem suffiCIently to dl~cuss them.
but [call say in general, the new mmlstry have no other WIsh than to
settle them in the way that may be most for}he real advantage of both
countries. whose inh'rests Co'lonolbe dzstlllc/.
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Their first step, however, was politic and laudable;
they determined to send over to Ireland a nobleman, of
high rank whose character was popular, ~nd who~e pnn-
ciples were conciliatory-~nd t~creby skllfully glv~ t~e
colourina of generous comnderatlOn to measures, which I~
fact, we~e substantially requisite, for there was not a Bn-
tish minister if his real sentiments had been known,
whatever his' affected language might have been, who did
not consider the intended concessions as the necessary
result of an imperious necessity; existing circumstances
had left them no choice, and the Duke of Portland w~s
properly selected Lord Lieutenant for Ireland, as a fair,
honest, moderate whig, too temperate and discreet to
irritate faction, and sufficiently plausible to soften do:vn
the asperity of parties, by insinuating on every occaSIOn
the friendly views of the new cabinet, and the kind ~on-
descension of his majesty himself, in acceding to clalm~,
which, in more prosperous days, his ministers had UnI-
formly and haughtily rejected.

II. On the 14th of April, 1782, the Duke of Portland
arrived to take upon himself the government of Ireland to
the great satisfaction of that nation and the Earl of Car-
lisl~ departed, leaving behind him st'rong impressions both
of llld.mdual respect and popular disapprobation. How-
ever tnendly and honourable the Earl's disposition to-
~ards the Irish nation might have been, his administra-
tl?n had effected nothing permanently advantageous,
eIt~er to the country, to the minister, or to his own repu-
tatlon. The Portugal business had lost him the confi-
de~ce of the people, and he left Ireland alive to all her
gnevances--completely awakened from her slumber, and
no lon~r amenable to that nan-ow and mistaken policy,
by which she ~ad been so .long kept down, rather tha~
~vcrn.ed, and 1Il the exercise of which the Earl's adml-
lUstratloll had been by no means deficient.
. The Duke of Portland, 011 his arrival found the nation
111 a state In which lwither procrastination nor evasion was
~y long':r pr~ctlcahl(': The spirit of independence had
ansen to Its hIghest pitch, the parliament no longer thevassals of tt n .. I Go' ,llold1 Ie,ontlS I vcrnment or of their own, stood
to t~i:e~m1l\e~ t~ SUpport the people, to reclaim them

subjeCtIon was imPOSSible,to comlpt them
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anew WQS impracticable, and a dissolution would have
increased the 111111l hers, and added tenfold strength to the
po\\'er of the patriots.

The nllk" Ilwreh1l't" h:)(1 hut one course to take, to
l)l'Oceed as c:lhlll\', !1clilJ('rateh', nnrl 510wl\', ns circum-
stallces \\',)t[Id aihnit of; awl 'cudcanmr, ({ possillle, to
contract the nmnher of concessions which the Irish nation
were disposed to iusist au, But to etl('ct this ohject he
was incompetent, he was not a man of talent, and though
not :tlto?'i'lher lldicicnt in that species of ambiguity and
efllli\'ocation, which arc supposed to constitute a necessary
part of a modern minister's education, he had not enough
of those qualifications to earry difficult objects by dissi-
mubtion, or illgCllllity to dcfeat, hy ncgociation, measures
\\,IticIt h\~ had lIOt tll!) po\\'cr of oreuly resisting. He was
:1cco\1n\e(1 a phiin. lair, ,\'ell-meaning aud rather high-
mill!1,'d mon, amI lwd Ihe Pl'cllliar mh'antage of being
the tlr~t nedi1l!,! lllcssell'!er of intended justice from the
Briti"h (;\)\'('r!\melll \0 tIll' Irish peopk

TiH' cOllrlesy of tl1f' Irish Honse of Peers to so elevated
a noblcnJ:ln, ~oml)]ned \\'jth their courtly habits to all
former chief g'T\'erl1l'rs, procured him a considerable.
strength in that asscmhly, bnt he found the House at
Commons quite heyond his grasp, The yoke on their
P:lJ't, was complete! r thrown off, nor could all his influence
rall\' aronllli his gon'rnl1lent a sutIicient number of that
h011"" In "llpp()rl~him in anyone measure of debr or
f"lniyo,'at],)]J, H,,; tl](,1'<'1'1[('.pllr:'llallt to his instmctJon.s
from the British caHuf'(. c!lflC:l\'nurrd. IlY personal applI-
cation alllI int,'n'j,'\\'" \I'il!l Ill<' 1":lrlill'! Il1I'mj,('r~ of par-
lianwnt ;1\\\1 ""1\\1;1"1' C""lI\J,.1Il,'n flf tll,' C!'r'':11,'''t intllH'nce,
tl1 ~~lill ~I linl,-' 111/11: fill" d,.1dll'j':ltiIII1o ),nt h,' 1~_jlllj(_l tIl(' '.1('-
tl'ITnill:lttIIJ! tJt~ lrt-.l;ll!rl ~llrl.:ld\~ "I \"I'r\" ~j'LI'r;tL :Jlld so
(;11' lILlilw"l. :urltlll' \'"litl!l",:r (ktr'l'ln'in:ltitlll ~o 111\alter-
ahl\' d",'jd,,! (,n-lhat t1\1'r.' :1])])(,;1I'e,! I.) h' hardly an
alu:rn;lt]ye. ],\'1\\"'<'11 illlll1edi:lt,: aC'111i,'sccnce, or inevita-
ble n,.'Il]nti,>]).

"'hi!,! tll" Duke n:lllail1('d in this painful d.ilcmma,
irrr,"1111P as tll his condnct. tIll' importallt CTlS1S was
rapid]:.- :1J'pJ'<l:lchill!!'. allli tIlt' "ery first (la}~ of the mCf'tm~
of parliallwllt portelllkd "x.traordillary l'\cnts, not hkcl~
to diminish the extent of hiS f'mharPl.ssmpnf.

1~
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Exclusive of the distinguished personages already m~n-
tioned many other eminent men were daIly emergmg
from tIle general body of the conllll~:mswhose talents and
eloquence, catching the flame wluch. surrounr~cd tltenl,
soon added to that brilliant light wluch 11Iul1l111ate~1the
whole nation. But the public eye still kept steadtastly
fixed on llIr. Grattan, as the person best qualified to tal~e
the lead in asserting the rights and independence ?f hIS
country. The style and fire of his eloquence, the mteg-
rityof his character, his indefatigable perseverance, ?nd
intrepid fortitude of spirit which had always great weIght
with the Irish, procured him a consideration far above
his contemporaries, in none of whom were these grand
qualities so generally united, whilst a kind heart, and the
mild, unassuming, playful manners of a gentlemal~, se-
cured to him that sort of private esteem, which balllshes
the feelings of rivalship even from the most zealous par-
tisans. Thus as if by general assent, at the time of the
Duke of Portland's assuming the government, was ~Ir.
Grattan considered by all ranks as the chosen ehamplOn
for the independence of Ireland, distinguished by the
most elevated characters, admired by the parliament and
idolized by the people.

III. Immediately before the Duke of Portland's arrival,
1/1r.Grattan had prepared, and determined to move, a
general declaration of rights in the House of Commons;
and it must have been an object of the utmost importance
to the Duke either to prevent that measure alto (Tether,or
obtain at least its postponement until he beca~le better
acquainted with the disposition of the principal persons
of th~ country, the full extent of their views, and how far
he. mIght be able to assuage the general irritation, without
gomg the f~ll length of their extensive requisitions. It
was ~lsoof Importance to the credit of his administration,
that, If possible, he should have the substance of what-
e.v~rh~ was autho!ized to accede to, made known by an-
tI~lpatlOn1as the lIberal act of his government, through
hIS EnglIsh secretary, rather than brought forward as
the demand or the people, through their ~Irish advoc~te.
Under these clr~Umstall~es,an adjournment of parliament
~ a most deSirable object, and he determined to attempt
it lbrough the negociation of Mr. Fitzpatrick, who was at
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least as sincere a man as his noble employer, and had
always expressed himself strongly in favour of the inte-
rest of Ireland.

The Duke also felt the great importance of a little
breathing-time after his arrival; and hath ?dr. Fox and
Lord Rocking]uun exerted themselves to obtain that
object from th(' Irish patriots; and under the circumstan-
~es in which his Grace stood, it might be supposed that
It would have been granted without much hesitation j
and in common times and cases it certainly would have
been but just, and even in the existing one did not seem
altogether unreasonable-for, in fact, did not every thing
prormse a harvest of benefits from the new administra-
tion? The avowed and proved enemies of Ireland had
retired from oflice. In their stead, at the head of the
government, was the ~Iarquis of Rockingham-as a
man, most excellent-as a statesman, constitutional,
honest, liberal; as Secretary of State, :\Ir. Fox, on the
admirable natnre of whose public principles eulogiulll
,,,auld be surplusage; and tor the management of the
affairs of Ireland, the Duke of Portland, accompanied by
Colonel Fitzpatrick. A more propitious prospectus could
hardly be expected; nor could England furnish many
men, on whose tolerating dispositions the Irish nation
had more reason to repose. But still it could not be
forgotten that they were all Englishmen j and though
naturally munificent, honourable, and conciliatory, yet
necessal:ily partaking ill some degree of those inherent
prejudices, which education favours and habits confirm
in Eno-lish minds, unacquainted with the state of their

:::l .... ~ ••
sister country, and, at course, cautIOUSat commlttmg
themselves \\'ith the one country, by too precipitate and
fa\'ourable a chang-e of svstel1l towards the other. ::'lIen
the most enlighten~d all general principles are frequently
found feeble on abstract subjects; and :\Ir. Fox was ex-
cusable in his wariness of adopting sudden determina-
tions, rcpugnal!t to the theorics alll~ p,racticeof ~l!lformer
lllnllsters and tonner parlIamcnts ol Great 13ntam.

b\"Cry proper preliminary thercf;Jre .was adopted by
the llew Illillistrr, to pn'pare tlIelr natIOn for nwasures
towards Ireland which never were, and Hen'r could he
popular in England; and with a view to anticipate tile
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expected proceedings of ~~e Irish parliament, a ~lessagc
was delivered from the I\_lllg to the Bnlish 'pallIament,
on the 18th of Al?ril, 1!82, stating, "That m1s~rnst~~'l:I~
jealousies had ansen 111 Ireland, and that 1t ,,~s Ill,..Lly
necessary to take the same into immediate conSl(~eratlOlI,
in order to a final adjustment." This mess,age iroll1 ~he
King, when coupled with the address ot thr;, Bntls!l
parliament to his Majesty in reply, ,cxpn:>,ssIH;ot, ., ~helr
entire and cheerful concurrence in his ::\IclJCStySYI~\\ s of
a final adjustment," if they are to be U1Hlerstoml III the
plain and unequivocal meaning of word> _and COl,lstruC-
tion of sentences, clearly import~the C0I1.10ll1t scntlmcnts
of both the British KinO' and British Parliamcnt to pro-
ceed to a final adjllstm~nt of all differences hetween the
two countries' and this messa{Te and reply are here, "'. fmore particularly alluded to, because they form one, a
the principal points, afterwards relied npon ill thr; Insh
parliament, as decisive against any agitation of the (lnes-
tion. of a Union. The words final (/({jllstmf!Jlt, fo'O nn-
eqUIvocally expressed by his Majesty, were irnmedIatdy
acted upon by the parliaments of both nations; allll the
adjustment, which took place in conseqncnce of the
message, was considered by the contraetill{T parties as
~ec~sively conclusive and final~as intend~d to h~ an
mdlssolublc compact, mutually and definitely ratified
by the two nations.

The measure of a Union therefore being proposed,
d fi " ,an a terwards carried against the will of the people-

~y the pow~r, and through the corruption of the cxccu-
tlVe authonty~after the complete ratification of that
contract, and after it had been acted upon for seventeen
ye:;us, was clearly a direct infringement of that final
adJustmen!~ breach of national faith~an infraction of
that constltutIOnal federative compact solemnly enacted
by the mutual concurrence of the King Lords and Com-
mons of Great Bri~ain, 1l:nd.t~e King,' Lords; and Com-
mons ,~f Ireland, m theIr Jomt and several le{TislativecapacItIes. 0

'rhis message, therefore, farms a predominant circum-
stance, ail applying to the most important subsequent
=nces bet~een, the two nations j and as such,

be kept In mmd through every event detailed in
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this memoir. It also leads to some considerations, which,
though they may be considered as a digression from the
transactions which immediately took place in consequence
of the message, are yet of considerable utility in eluci-
dating the respective situation of the two countries, at
the time this final adjustmeut was proposed by the King,
and the sense that his Majesty's ministers, eighteen years
afterwards, were pleased to give to the word filial, when
they conceived it necessary to argue that it bore, not a
positive, but an inconclusive import, and could only be
construed as giving an indefinite scope for future ne-
gociation.

IV. Previous to the year 1780, the distressed state of
Ireland-the law of Poyning-the 6th of George the
First-the stunding army under a permanent mutiny
bill-the dependence of the judges-the absence of the
Habeas Corpus act-the restraints on commerce, and the
depri,'ation of a constitution, had often suggested, to
some of the best friends of Irela nd, the idea of a com-
plete incorporation of that country with Great Britain,
as the only remedy for its accumulated and accumulating
grievances and oppressions-as the most advantageous
measure which could be obtained for Ireland under its
then deplorable circumstances; and about the year
1753, and subsequently several pamphlets of consider-
able merit were published on the subject, detailing the
advantages which Ireland must necessarily have derived
from so close and beneficial a connection.

As Ireland was then trampled upon, oppressed, and
put down without the power of resistance, or any pro-
bable chance of en'r obtaining justice-there can be no
doubt that almost an\' chaw.!:Cmnst have been bene-
ficial; anel, in tbat point of vie~;T,a complete union of tbe
t\\"O nations would then ha '"e been, in many respects,
extremely fortunate for that ruined country. The British
parliameilt had declared itselfparamollnt to that ofIreland.
The Irish parliament, tired of ine1fectual strl!gg.les for
even the name of independence, had ?ecome il1dJif~r~nt
to its fatp. and snnk into a state of laSSItudeand debIlIty,
froIII which. though it was occasionally roused 11Y the
sharp sting; of oppression, it .soon relapsed into its old
apathy partly throuah despaIr and partly through cor-

1 D 13.
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rnption, while the people, kept systematic~t!ly ignorant,
and of course having but little publ~c 1111,nd,and less
public information, were ,naturally lll(hfi~rent, to the
existence of a representallve assembly, of ~\\'hlch they
neither felt the honour nor experienced the utility"

But at that period England was too po:,rcr.tul, too
jealous, and too haughty, to equalize her constltutlOn and
her commerce with what she considered as a conquered, .
country. She had then no object to obtain from a captrve,
who lay groaning at her fect, picking IIp the crnmbs that
fell from the rich man's table. The prejndiced, contracted
and fallacious views which England then took of the state
of Ireland, deceived her as to her own interests, connected
with the general strength and prosperity of the wh?le
empire, and every idea of an incorporate lInion ':Ith
Ireland was rejected with disdain by the British nallon.
England had united herself with Scothmd to avoid the
chance of a total separation, which it was more than
probable might otherwise have been the consequence of
distinct dynasties: but the state of Ireland and the nClture
of her federal connection with Enl!land oecasionecl no
risk of such an event, and therefore created no snch
uneasiness or necessity, and the iclea seemed to have
been totally relinquished by both countries; hy the one,
because she was too haughty and avaricious to grant, by
the other, because she was too poor and too dejected to
obtain so ad'Tantageous an arrangement.

But when Ireland, by the causes heretofore detailed,
had been awakened to a sense of her own strength, and a
knowledge of her own resources; when America had
s~own ~~r th: e:x;ampleof p.erseverance, and the possibility
of O?talllm~ JustIce, every Idea of annexation to England
vamshe.d like the passing wind; liberty was attainable,
prosperIty mu~t follow liberty and inT1782 there was
scarcelv an Inshman h 'ld' , kr. , W 0 wou not have sooner sun
un~er the ,nuns of his country, than submit to a measure,
'fi:vhlch,a few years before, Was an object, at least of indif-
erence. Ena-Iand too l~te p . d' ..17W ~r .., , ~ " ercelve Its error, a unlOn In

.,3 \\ auld haw efIectllallv eUlled ~ll cl . f . depend '. J ~ u . ::ums 0 an III -
~ ent C~I.lstJtlltlOn,by Ireland, in 1782 and would have
but~~~ ~t~ect of the highest importance'to Great Britain:

1 was a word she dmst not even articulate the,
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very sound of it would have been equal to a declaration
of hostility, and however indisposed the new ministers of
England might have been to admit all the claims of
Ireland, the words "final adjustment," so emphatically
used by his majesty, left no room to suppose that a union
could be in contemplation, or ever afterwards be insisted
on: and yet it is singular, that the very same "vords,
" final adjustment," wew repeated, by the Irish minister,
when a union was proposed to the Irish parliament
in 1800 for its consideration.

So many arguments afterwards arose from that ex-
pression, so many sophistical constructions were placed
on his majesty's message, so much duplicity did his min-
isters attribute to his language, that it is impossible to
believe that all the ministers of that day were unreser-
vedly sincere, as to the finality of the arrangement made
with Ireland under its then commanding attitude, and it
reminds us of one very remarkable truism of Irish history,
that no compact had ever hefore been entered into between
the two countries, that had not been infringed or attempted
to be infringed by England, when her power enahled
her, or her interest seduced her, to withdraw from her
engagements.

V. Nothing can more clearly elucidate the public con-
duct of the Duke of Portland. In 1782, he came to Ire-
land to consummate a final adjustment between the two
nations, and in pursuance of such proposal, a final ad-
justment was apparently effected, passed by the parlia-
ments of both nations, confirmed by the honour of Great
Britain, and sandified hy the faith of }Iajesty. The
Duke of Portland 'I'as the accredited agent of that final
adjustment, the re;;:ponsihle minister of both n,ations, the
otficial ,'ourhcr of it;;: perpetuity, and theretore should
han~ heen the guardian oflhat independcncr, which was
etlected throuzll himseIt~and declared hy him, as viceroy,
to be final and conclusive.

Yet, in 1800, the same Duke of Portland is found
rrtracing all his former steps, recanting his Irish creed,
demolishing that independence of which .he w~s the'
guardian, hlsifying his own words,. and eqUlvoratIIIg .on
those of his soyereign to both petrhaments, and argumg
upon an incongruity, never yet paralleled, namely, that
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the words" final" and "inclusive" "'ere synonymous i~
politics: for upon no other principle coul(\ hIS grace s
first and latter conduct be explallled or Jllstlhcd ..

It is impossible therefore ~o g~n' the Duke tl:c ment
of sincerity towards Ireland m1182. The altclcd state
of Ireland in 1800, was made the solitary but f~tllacio.lls
pretence for dissolving a solemn bond, breakltlg t!1Clies
of national faith, and diminishing the charactcr of royal
integrity ...

The Duke was obliged to meet the Insh parliament
within two days after his arrival; those days were
employed in endeavouring to procure an adj?nr~ment of
the house, and several confideutial commlllllcatLOns took
place between him, Mr. Grattan, and others, who had
determined not to admit the delay of a single hour. The
Duke's arrival in Ireland had been preceded by letters
from the Marquis of Rockingham and ~Ir. Fox t? the
Earl of Charlemont, requesting an adjournment ot p.ar-
liament for three weeks, and expressing their convlctl?n
that the request would be immediately acceded to. No-
thing could more clearly prove their ignorance of the state
of Ireland. All the influence of the crown could not
have adjourned the commons for a single day. The
people were too impatient tar any procrastination. By
adjournment, the parliament would have lost its charac-
ter, and the members their influence, anarchy would have
been the inevitable result, and instead of a placid, consti-
tutiona~ parliamentary declaration of rights, a recess
would probably have occasioned popular declarations of
a 1ll0r.ealarming tendency. For every reason therefore
an adJ.ourn~ent, though, superficially considered, seemed
?-11 object of Importance to government, thight have ended
ill measures greatly to their disadvantaO'e.

The reasons for declining all delay w~re communicated
to the Duke of ~ortland by ::\'11'.Grattan, and the Duke,
thou!;h not convlUced, having no power of resistance was
passIve on a proceeding which he could not encounter.

Mr. ~rattan al~o, previo~lsly to pr?posing his measure
to p~rhament, fmrly submitted the ll1tended declaration
of fights to the Duke! but it was rather too strong and
too peremptory for hIS grace's approbation. Me durst
llO\ however say he would Oppose, and yet could not say
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he would support it; but he proposed amendments, which
would have effectually destroyed the vigor and narrowed
the compass of these resolutions, and recommended modi-
fications, which would lmve neutralized its firmness. Mr.
Grattan declined any alteration whatever, and the Duke
remained doubtful, whether his friends would accede to
or resist it, and it is more than probable he was himself
at the same moment equally irresolute as to his own
future conduct: he had no time to communicate with
England, and his only resource was that of fishing for
the support of eminent persons in both houses of parlia-
ment, in the hope of being able, in modifying, to mode-
rate by their means the detailed measures which would
follow the declaration.

\Yhilst the chief governor was thus involved in per-
plexity and doubt, every step was taken by the advocates
of independence to sccure the decisive triumph of Mr.
Grattan's intended declaration. \Yhoever has individually
experienced the sensations of ardent expectation, trembling
suspense, burning impatience, and determined resolution,
and can suppose all those sensations possessing an entire
nation, may form some, but yet an inadequate idea of the
feelings of the Irish people on the 16th of April, 1782,
which was the day peremptorily fixed by 1\11'.Grattan for
moving that declaration of rights, which was the proximate
cause of Ireland's short-lived prosperity, and the remote
Ol1eof its final overthrow and annexation. So high were
the minds of the public ,,'ound up on the e\'e of that
momentous day, that the Yolunteers flew to their an~s
without having an enemv to encollnter, and, almost
breathless with impatienc~, inquired eagerly after the
probabitit~- of events, -which tile close of the same day
must certainly dNermine.

It is dit1icillt lnr any persons, hnt those. who have
witnessed the awful state of expected revolutIOns and of
popular commotion, to describe the il.ltcresting moments
which preceded the meetiug of the Insh parha!l1ent; and
it is equally illlPo"sible to describe the no less mterest.mg
"olHluct of the Irish Yolullteers 011 that trymg oc('aSIOII.
Had the parliament rejected :\11'.Grattall's motIOII, no
doubt could exist in the minds of those who \\'ere Wit-
nesses to the temper of the times, that the conneCllon With
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England would have been shaken to its very [.mndation;
yet the most perfect order and decorum. were observed
by the armed associations, who paraded III every qnarter
of the city. Though their own ardor and .1,ll1patlence
were great, they wisely discouraged any lllallltestatH~ll of
the same warm feelings amongst the lower orders at the
people, and though they were res?lved to lose the la~t
drop of their blood to obtain the llldepemience of their
country, they acted as preservers of the peace, all.d by
their exertions effectually prevented the shghtest Illter-
ruption of public tranquillity: the awe of they' presence
restrained every symptom of popular commotIOn.

VI. Early on the 16th of April, 1782, the great stre~t
before the house of parliament was thronged by a .m~lltl-
tude of people, of every class, and of every descnptlOn,
though many hours must elapse before the honse would
meet, or business proceeded on. As it was a circumstance
which seldom takes place on the eve of remarkabk~ events,
it becomes a proper subject of remark, that thou~h more
than many thousands of people, intlamed by the most
ardent zeal, were assembled in a publie street, without
any guide, restraint, or control, save the example of the
Volunteers, not the sliryhtest appearance of tumult was
observable, on the cont~ary, such perfect order prevailed,
that not e\'en an angry word or offensive expressIOn
escaped their lips. Nothing could more completely prove
the good d~sposition of the Dublin populace, than this cor-
rectness ot demeanour, at a time when they had b~en
~ght that the very existence of their trade and manutac-
tures, and consequently the future subsistence of them-
selves and .their familie~, was to be decided by the co~-
duct of their representatIves that very eveninry. and It
Was gratifying to see that those who were supposed or
even. proved to have been their decided enemies, were
permitted to. I?ass through this immense assemblage,
W~thOllt rCCelVlng the slightest token of incivility, and
With the san:~ ease as those who were known to be their
determlllcd lncnds.

The parliament had been summoned to attend this
:mentolls question by an unusual and special call of theTh:i:ind by four o'clock a full meeting took place.

y of the Rouse of COillIQOnswas crowded witl1
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its members, a great proportion of the peerage attended
as auditors, and the capacious gallery, which surrounded
the interior magnificent dome of the house, contained
above four hundred ladies of the highest distinction, who
partook of the same national fire which had enlightened
their parents, their husbands, and their relatives, and by
the sympathetic influence of their presence and zeal com-
municated an instinctive chivalrous impulse to eloquence
and to patriotism.

Those who have only seen the tumultuous rush of
imperial parliaments, scuffling in the antiquated chapel
of St. Stephen's, crowded by a gallery of note-takers,
anxious to catch the public penny by the earliest reports
of good speeches made bad, and bad speeches made better,
indifferent as to subjects and careless as to misrepresenta-
tion, yet the principal medium of communication between
the sentiments of the representative and the curiosity of the
represented, can form no idea of the interesting appearance
of the Irish House of Commons. The cheerful magnificence
of its splendid architecture, the number, the decorum and
brilliancy of the anxious auditory, the vital question that
night to be determined, and the solemn dignity which
clothed the proceedings of that awful moment collectively
produced impressions, even on disinterested strangers,
which perhaps had never been so strongly, or so justly
eXCItedby the appearance and proceedings of any house
of legislature.

VII. l\Ir. Sextus Perry'" then occupied the speak.er's
chair, a person in whose integrity the house, the natlOR,
and the O"overnment reposed the greatest confidence; a
man in \~hose pure character, spirit, dignity, independence
of mind. and honesty of principle, were eminently con-
spicuou~; decisive, constitutional, p::ttriotic, discreet,. he
was eYery thing that became his office, and every tlung

• 1\lr. Perry was the son of a O"entleman of business in Limerick, and
had been called to the Irish ba~ where he practised with conSIderable
reputation an,l success. He. was not a distinguished ora~or m parlIa-
ment, but few men en'r sat III that house more perwnall) respected by
all parties. lIe was chosen speaker on ,',Ir. Ponsonby;s re.sl~atlOn, and
his brother appointed a bishop some tIlne alter. ,',Ir. I.err) wa.~ un~le to
the present Earl of Limerick, on whom JllS estates ha\e dcscemled, and
it has been remarked that there seldom appeared two publIc personages
more diiSimilar than the uncle and nephew.
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that became himself. He had been a barrister in exten-
sive practice at the time of his plcvat~on, and !o the
moment of his death he never departed from the lIne of
rectitude which marked e,-erv step of his progress
through life, whether in a pllbli(~or private station. ~lr.
Perry took the chair at four o'clock. The smgnlar wordmg
of the summonses had its complete ctfect, and proc.ur~d
the attendance of almost every member resident wlthm
the kingdom. A calm but deep solicitude was apparent
on almost every countenance, when JUl'. Grattan entered,
accompanied by Mr. Brownlow and several others, !he
determined and important advocates f()r the declara~lOn
ofIrish independence. Mr. Grattan's preceding exertlO~s
and anxiety had manifestly injured his health,; h~s
tottering frame seemed barely sufficient to susta,m hiS
labouring mind, replete with the unprecedented Impor-
tance and responsibility of the measure he was about, to
bring forward. He was unacquainted with the receptIOn
it would obtain from the connections of the governme~t,
he was that day irretrievably to commit his country With
Great Britain, and through him Ireland was either to assert
her liberty, or start from the connection. His own situation
was treniendous, that of the members attached to the
adm~nis,tration,embarrassil~g, that of the people anxious to
palpitation. F or a short tIme a profound Silence ensu~d,
It was expected that Mr. Grattan would immediately rIse
when the wisdom and discretion of the government gave
a tu!n to the proceedings, which in a moment eased the
l2.l!,rhamentof its, solicitude, Mr. Grattan of the weight
t~t oppres~ed him, and the people of their anxiety, Mr.
Rely ¥utchll1s~n (then secretary of state in Ireland) rose.
~e said, t~at hiS Excellency the Lieutenant had ordered
~~ to de~lver a ~essage from the King, importing, that

HI~ MaJe~ty,bemg concerned to find that discontents
and JealouslCswere prevailing amongst his loyal subjects
of Ireland, Uponmatters of great weiO'ht and importance,
rec?mmend~d to t~e house to take the ~ame into their most
~nous conslde,ratlOn\in order to effect such a final ad-
Justment as llu(Sht give satisfaction to both kingdoms."
And Mr. Hutclunson accompanied this messaO'e-and his~ment of hi. b
, S Own VIews on the subject with a deter-
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mination to support a declaration of Irish rights, and
constitutional independence.

VIII. Notwithstanding this official communication, the
government members were still greatly perplexed how to
act . .Mr. Grattan's intended declaration of independence
was too strong, decisive, and prompt to be relished as the
measure of any government, it could neither be wholly
resisted, nor generally approved of, by the viceroy. His
secretary Colonel Fitzpatrick, was not yet in parliament,
all modification whatsoever had been rejected by .Mr.
Grattan and his friends; and it is generally believed, that
the members of government went to parliament that day
without any decided plan or system, but determined to
regulate their own individual conduct by the circumstances
which might occur, and the general disposition indicated
by the majority of the house in the course of the pro-
ceedings.

IX. ''l'hns, on the 16th of April, 1782, after nearly 700
years of subjugation, oppression, and misery, after centu-
ries of unavailing complaint, and neglected remonstrance
did the King of Ireland, through his Irish secretary of
state, at length himself propose to redress those grievances
through his Irish parliament ; an authority which, as King
of England, his minister had never before recognised or
admitted. In a moment the whole scene was completely
changed; those miserable prospects which had so long
disgusted, and at length so completely agitated the Irish
people, vanished from their view: the phenomena of such
a message had an instantaneons and astonishing effect,
and pointed out such a line of conduct to e,'ery party
and to e,'ery individual, as left it almost impossible for
any but the moq mischievous characters. to ohstruct the
haj)py unanimity \\'hich now hecame the gratifying result
of this prudent and wise proceeding.

~Ir. Hutchinson, however, observed in his speech, that
he was not oilicially authorized to say more, than simply
to dcli\'er the message; he was therelore silent as to all
details, and pledged the government to none, the pa~lia-
ment would act upon the message as to themselves 111lght
seem advisable. Another solemn pause now ensued, xlr.
Grattan remained silent, when 1\11'. (i-corgePonsonby rose
and, after eulogising the King, the British :\linisler, and

14
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the Irish Government, simply propos~d an humble address
in reply, "thanking the King for IllS goo~lnes.sand con-
descension, and assuring his majesty that Ills faIthful ~om-
moners would immediately proceed upon the great objects
he had recommended to their consideration,"

X. This uncircumstantial reply, however, fell very short
of the expectation of the house, or the intentions of Mr.
Grattan. On common occasions it would have answered
the usual purposes of incipient investigation; ~)Ut the
subject of Irish grievances required no commIttee. to
investigate, no protracted debates for further discussIOn.
The claims of Ireland were already well known to the
King and to his ministers; they had been recorded by
the Dungannon convention, and now only required ~ par-
liamentary adoption in terms too explicit to ~e mlsc~n-
strued, and too peremptory to be rejected. It IS true, tne
good intentions of his majesty were announced-the
favourable disposition of his cabinet communicated, a .re-
dress of discontents and jealousies suggested, but nothmg
specific was vouched or even alluded to: the present
favourable government might be displaced, ~nd the King's
conceding intentions changed by a change of minis.te~s,
and Ireland thus be again committed with Great Bntalll
under circumstances of diminished strength, and more
difficult adjustment, every man perceived the crisis, but
no man could foresee the result, some decisi ve step
a~peared inevitable, but without great prudence that step
Illight be destructive, popular impetuosity frequently de-
~eats its own objects, the examples of European history
rn all ages have proved, that rash or premature efforts to
sha~e off oppression, generally confirmed, or rent the
chams of despotism from the grasp of one ruler only to
transfer them with stronger rivets to the power df a suc-
cessor. It is less difficult to throw off the trammels of
an usurping,government, than to secure the preservation
of ~ new-gamed consti~ution,~n~ in cold and phlegmatic
natIOns wl:ere tI:e sublime prmclples of political freedom
were less. mvestlgated or less valued than in Ireland at
th~t enlightened epoch, more comprehensive powers
nught be elltruste~ to t~e prudence of the people or dele-=to th~gua~ns~lp of selected chieftains but in an

t nation, distingtllShed more for its talents and its
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llnthusiasm, than for its steadiness or its foresight, where
every man fostered his heated feelings, and the appetite
for liberty was whetted even to voracity by the slavery
of ages, hasty or violent proceedings, however they might
for a moment appear to promote a rescue of the country
from existing evils, would probably plunge it still deeper
into unforeseen and more deplorable misfortunes, vision-
ary men and visionary measures are never absent from
such political struggles, but if the phrenzy of Eutopian
speculations gets wing amongst a people, it becomes the
most plausible pretext to oppressive rulers, and the most
destructive enemy to the attainment of constitutional
liberty; and at this important crisis, had one rash step
prematurely committed Ireland and Great Britain in
hostile struggle, the contest would have ended in the
ruin of one country, if not of both.

These considerations had great weight, and excited
great embarrassments amongst the leading members in
the Irish Parliament, difl:crent characters of course took
diflerent views of this intricate subject, strength of intel-
lect, courage, cowardice, interest, ignorance, or informa-
tion, naturally communicated their correspondent im-
pressions, and but few persons seemed entirely to coin-
cide on the specific limits to which these popular pro-
ceedings might advance with safety.
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CHAPTER IX.

I . f' h d '. Cl 'n ParliamentMr. Grattan moves a decarabon 0 ng ts an ~ne"mc s . ib
-Mr. Brownlow-Mr. George Ponsonby-.:\Ir. FJood-.:\Ir: F ltZg -
bon's conduct-His Declaration of Independence-EnthusJasl1c reo
joicings.

I. :NIr.Grattan had long declared ~he ~bsolute ne~essit~
of gratifying the people by a legislatIve declara~lOn 0
Irish rights and constitutional independe[,lce, markll1g ?ut
by an indelible record that sacred Rubicon past which
the British government should never more advance, and
beyond which the Irish nation should never wallc1f~r. O~
that point the fate of Ireland vibrated as on a IlI.vot, It
must rise or it must fall, it could no longer relllalll sta-
tionary, and the great landed proprietors strongly felt
that they must necessarily participate in its viciSSitudes,
the court had totally lost its influence, the people had
entirely acquired theirs, the old system of Irish go,:ern-
ment was annihilated, and the British cabinet had neJth?r
the wisdom nor the disposition to take a decisive lead III
more popular arrangements, the parliament and the peo-
ple were gradually drawing together, an instinctive sense
of the common difficulty called all men towards some
common centre, and as that centre, all parties, all sects,
and all factions looked to the talents and the honesty of
Mr. Grattan, they knew that he had no object but his
c~untry, a~d no.party but its supporters, they knew t~at
hIS energetlc mmd could neither be restrained by resIst-
~nce nor neutra~i~edby subterfuge, he possessed all those
mtellectual quahtles best calculated to lead the Irish peo-
ple to the true standard of freedom.

n. It.is an observation not unworthy of remark, that in
descnbmg the events of that important eveninO"the struc-
ture of the ~rish House of Commons (as before%elltioned)
at the penod of these debates was particularly adapted
to convey to the people an impression of dignity and of
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splendor in their legislative assembly, the interior of the
Commons House was a rotunda of great architectural
magnificence; an immense gallery, supported by 'ruscan
pillars, surrounded the inner base of a grand and lofty
dome, in that gallery, on every important debate, nearly
seven hundred auditors heard the sentiments and learned
the characters of their Irish representatives; the gallery
was never cleared on a division; the rising generation
acquired a love of eloquence and of liberty, the principles
of a just and proud ambition, the details of public busi-
ness, and the rudiments of constitutional legislation.

The front rows of this gallery were generally occupied
by females of the highest rank and fashion, whose pre-
sence 'gave an animating and brilliant splendour to the
entire scene, and in a nation such as Ireland then was,
from which the gallant principles of chivalry had not
been altogether banished, contributed not a little to the
preservation of that decorum so indispensable to the
dignity and weight of deliberative assemblies.

This entire gallery had been crowded at an early hour
by personages of the first respectability of both sexes, it
would be difficult to describe the interesting appearance
of the whole assemblage at this awful moment; after the
speech of Mr. Hutchinson, 'which in fact decided nothing,
a low confidential whisper ran through the house, and
every member seemed to court the sentiments of his
neighbour without venturing to express his own, the
anxious spectators, inquisitively leaning forward, awaited
with palpitating expectation the development of some
measure likely to deci(le the fate of their country, them-
selves, and their posterity, no middle course could possibly
be adopted, immediate conciliation and tranquillity, or
re\"olt and revolution, was the dilemma which floated on
evelY thinking mind, a solemn pause ensued, at length
]Hr. Grattan, slowly rising from his seat, commenced the
most lmuinolls, brilliant, and effectiv\l oration ever deli-
vered in the Irish parliament.

This speech, ranking in the very first class of effective
eloquence, rising in its progress, applied equally to the
sense, the pride and the spirit of the nation, every suc-
ceeding sentence increased the interest which his exor-
dium had excited, trampling upon the arrogant claims

14*



162 RISE AXD FALL

and unconstitutional usurpations of the B:'itishi5overn-
ment he reasoned on the enlightened pnnclple ot <I. fede-

, C • hrative compact, and urged irresistibly the necessIty, t e
justice, and the policy of immediately alldUlleCjlll:"Ocally
declarinO" the constitutional independence of the Insh na-
tion, anl'the supremacy of the Irish parli<l.ment, as the only
effectual means of preserving the cOllnecti~1l betweell the
two nations. His arguments were powertul and conclu-
sive, but they were not original,~ it was the very same
course of argmnent which that great Irish statesman,
Molyneux, had published near a century before, the same
principles on which Swift, the ablest of Irish patriots, had
defended his country, and the same which that less able,
but not less sincere and honest friend to Ireland, Dr. Lucas,
had continually maintained, frequently in opposition to
the doctrines of Mr. Grattan's own father. Some pas-
sages 9f this oration were particularly characteristic of
Mr. Grattan's energetic manner. "He admired that
steady progressive virtue which had at length a wakened
Ireland to her rights, and roused her to her liberties, he
was not yet old, but he remembered her a child, he had
watched her growth, from childhood she grew to arms,
from arms she grew to liberty; whenever historic annals
tell. of great reyoluti01.ls in favour of freedom, they were
owmg to the qUIck feelmgs of an irritated populace excited

• It is a circumstance worthy of observation, that the principal argu-
ment" of -;"Ir. Grattan went to establIsh the same doctrines, and were
expressed partly in the very same words, as those of Mr. Molyneux and
Dr. Luc<l8, and that Mr. Grattan's speech was received with universal
approbation by parlia.ment, and these principles of Irish independence
acceded to ~y the Kmg'S government, and even supported by his law
o~~rs, whilst the ce.lebrated book published by Mr. .:\Iolyneux, con-
ta1lllng t~e same." chums of Ireland," had been voted a treasonable libel
by the Insh parhament, u'hen under the influence of the Enrr/ish gov-
ernment, and was ordered to be burned by the hands of th~ common
hangman, whIch sentence Was accordingly executed before the door of
the House of Lo~ds; and that Dr. Lucas, for publishino- the same princi-
ples at a later .penod, had been voted an enemy to his co~ntry and neces-
sitated to fly trom Ireland for his safety. '

w~~hthgI ca~ more strongly exemplify the dreadful vassalage into
t' ~ . e TIS natIon had sunk, or prove the inestimable value of na-
zon tndependcllce, than the fact that Mr. Grattan gained immortal

~88ubstantial rewards for the ~ame acts for which his illustrio\l5
~- ..,...,~ad.been declared enemies to their country. Such are the.... """"",tiona of slavery and of freedom.
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by some strong object presented to their senses, such was
the daughter of Virginius sacrificed to virtue, such were
the meagre and haggard looks of the seven Bishops sacri-
ficed to liberty. But it was not the sudden impulse of
irritated feelings which had animated Ireland, she had
calmly mused for centuries 011 her oppressions, and as de-
liberately rose to rescue the land from her oppressors.

For a people to acquire liberty they must have a lofty
conception of themselves, what sets one nation above
another, but the soul that dwells within her'? deprive it
of its soul, it may still retain a strong arm, but from that
moment ceases to be a nation, of what avail the exertions
of Lords and Commons if unsupported by the soul and the
exertions of the people'? the Dungannon meeting had
spoken this language with the calm and steady voice of
an injured country, that meeting had been considered as
an alarming measure, because it was unprecedented but
it was an original transaction, and all original transactions
must be unprecedented; the attainrnent of Magna Charta
had no precedent, it was a great original transaction, not
obtaineu by votes in parliament, but by Barons in the
field, to that great original transaction England owes her
liberty, and to the great original transaction at Dungan-
non, Irelanu will be indebted for hers, the Irish Volunteers
had associated to support the laws and the constitution, the
usurpations of England have violated both, and Ireland
h<1stherefore armed to defend the principles of the British
constitution against the violatious of the British govern-
ment. Let other nations basely suppose that people were
made for governments, Ireland has declared that govern-
ments \':ere made for the people, and even crowns, those
great lmninarips wbose brightness they all reflect, can
receive their cbeering fIre only from the pure flame of a
free constitution, England has the plea of necessity for
acknowledging the independence of America, for admitti,ng
Irish independence she has the plea of justice; Amenca
has shed mllch English blood, and America is to be free:
Ireland has shed her own blood for England, and is
Ireland to remain in fetters'? is Ireland to be tbe only
nation whose liberty England will not acknowledge, and
whose affections she cannot subdue '] we have receIved
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the civic crown from our people, and shall we. like slaves
lay it down at the feet of British supremacy 7'

ProceedinO" in the same glow of language an~ of
reasoning, a~d amidst an uni\'er~a~ cry of approbatIOn,
Mr. Grattan went fully into a detail 01 IrIsh rIQ"htsand
grievances, and concluded his stateI?lCnt 1;y J;lO"Vlllg,as an
amendment to Mr. Ponsollby's motlOn-" '1 hat all hulU-
ble address be presented to his Majesty, to retl1l'~lhis Ma-
jesty the thanks of this house for his most gracIOus mes-
sage to this house, delivered by his Grace the Lord
Lieutenant.

"To assure his Majesty of our unshaken attach~ent
to his Majesty's person and government, amI of our lrvely
sense of his paternal care in thus taking the lead to admi-
nister content to his Majesty's subjects of Irebnd ..

" That thus encouraged by his royal interpositIOn, we
shall beg leave, with all duty and submissioll, to lay be~ore
his Majesty the cause of all our discontents and jealouslCs;
to assure his Majesty that his subjects of Ireland arc a
free people, that the crown of Ireland is an imperial
crown, inseparably connected with the crown of Great
Britain, on which connection the interests and happiness
of hoth nations essentially depend-but that the kingdom
of Ireland is a distinct kingdom, with a parliament of her
own the sole legislature tr;ereof-that there is no body of
men competent to make laws to bind the nation but the
King, Lords, and Commons of Ireland-nor any parlin.-
ment.whi~h hath any authority or power of any sort what-
ever m thiS country, save only the parliament of Ireland
-.to ~ssure his Majesty, that we humbly conceive that in
thl~ rIght the very essence of our liberty exists-a right
wh~ch we, on the part of all the people of Ireland do
claIm as their birthright, AND WHICH WE CANNOT YI~LD
BUT WITH OUR LIVES."

'1'he effe~t of this speech, and the concluding amend-
ment,. was ll~stantaneous and decisive. A legislative de-
clarati~n o~ llldependence at once placed the rights and
det.erm~llatlOns.of Ireland on a footing too hiO"h to be
rehllqUlshed without ~n exterlll~nating contest ~ the cir-
cumst~uces of both nations were Illlperative ; Ireland \vas
:::tt~d and ~ust persist, and Great Britain had la-

lU AmerIca her powers of resistance. That
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hm"15htygovernment, which in all the arrogance of supe-
no! force had for so many centuries lorded over the
natural rights and scoffed at the groans of her sister
cOlhltry, at length reached the highest climax of oppres-
sion and intolerance, and was necessitated to acknowledge
the wrongs and the virtues of that people, and peaceably
capitulate to a nation which, by honest means, it might
at any time have conciliated. The whole house in a mo-
ment caught the patriotic flame, which seemed to issue
from every bench of the entire assembly."

III. ]\<1r. Grattan had selected, to second and support
his declaration, a person who gave it as much influence
as character and independence could possibly commu-
nicate. 'Well aware of the great importance which was
attributed to the accession of the landed interest in par-
liamentary measures, he judiciously selected :Mr.Brown-
low, member for the county of Armagh, as one of the
first of the country gentlemen in point of wealth and
reputation.

No man could be better adapted to obtain the concur-
rence of the landed interest than Mr. Brownlow. His
own stake in the country was too great to be risked on
giddy speculations; his interests were entirely identified
with those of the country; and having no courtly con-
nections to detract from his independence, or aristocratic
taints to trifle with his purity, every thing he said, and
every measure he supported, carried a certain portion of
influence amongst the country gentlemen, and they often
followed his example solely because they could not sus-
pect its honesty.

The great body of the landed proprietors in parlia-l
ment, though intrinSically honest. were simple, prejudiced;\"
refractory, and gregarious: the Government, on ordinary
occasions, 10und it not difficult to delude or disunite
them: and even on this day, without such a leader as Mr.
Brownlow, the entire unanimity of their opinion on their
conduct could by no means be depended all .

• The author of this work, then a student in the University of Dub-
lin. was pn'sPllt at this important HCeneas a spectator, and the impres-
sion it m:u\p on his youthlul mill". years have not bcpu allip 1Tl allY de-
gree to eflace; and ilC is therefore enahled to delineate the circumstances
attending that important event With more tban onlmary accuracy. In
truth, time has not left many contemporanes to tell the slor}'.
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After 1\1r. Grattan had concluded, Mr. Brownlow
instantly rose-a general ,s~mptom o,f approbatiOl~/an
through the house at per~ClV1l1g,so \H'lghty ;:Ill auxldary
to so decisive a declaratIOn-Ius example gave connte-
nanCe to many and confidence to all-his ~peech was
short, but it wad decided, and expressed ill such ~erms as
at once detennined the country gentlemen to adopt the
measure in its fullest extent withont further delay, and
to pledO'e their lives and fortunes to the snpport and
establishment of Irish independence; he said, "as he
had the honour to second the mover in adver8ity, he
could not avoid maintaining the same hOllOur at a
moment of triumph. He had long seen that things must
come to this; the people had learned their rights, and
they tCOllld have them-an end has been procbime~ to
temporizing expedients-to artful delay, and to polrtlcal
junctions-the people have demanded their rights, and
the Irish parliament will support them with their lives
and fortunes. He would leave the other side of the
house to discuss the subject, and if they \vere anxious to
atone for their past conduct, he would not check the
ardour of t~,elr p'-"J:lOtism,which, after being so long
restrained, seemed ready to burst forth and he should
rejoice in the explosion. As to the decJ;ration of rights,
the honourable gentleman would have the eternal gratifi-
cation of having reared this infant child-his (NIl'.
Brownlow's) only merit would be, that thOlwh he could
not maintain it with ability, his utmo~t zeal should be
exerted to support it."

On the conclusion of M:. Brownlow's speeeh, another
short pause ensued; b'!t it was not a pause of doubt-
the measure w:as obvlO,!sly decided-the victory was
complete-nothmg remall~ed in Suspense but through
whom, and by what speCIesof declaration the Govern-
ment could submit to so strong a measure' some of the
otfic~l'~of t~lCcrown had been the servan'ts of the last
admllllstrahon, and the short period from the arrival of
the Duk? of J.>ortlandhad given no time to his cabinet
for ~onslderatIOn or concert-the dynasty of diplomatic:h:slOn had cea,s~d to. reign-and for the first time in

annals of Bntlsh hIStOry,the officers and ministers of
government appeared to be let loose Upon the parlia-
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ment, to rec i ~lr principles':,and capit~te', or their
characters. ~rst they performed, the.:lat l' they
failed in. JY n ~ay pity the.feelings of(g,vaIlquished
enemy, but tl y cap' never secllfely trust to his/compul-
sory repentan ,:(lii!; tbey who ~expeh4cd t'cry day
of their politic a lif~.{Y2Plwlding tlre.~~:nc5PI of British
supremacy, cou h.ar'Vy:".expe(t \tq;.Il'~.Y 110Teconfi-
dence from the na n. than tliaW\,t!ll9I' clongs to the
character of defeated a 'tat.e.&- .. < / .

IV. Mr. George Pons on , t Ie part of the Lord
Lieutenant, submitted with as good a grace as the cir-
cumstance would admit of, to a proceeding which it was
impossible could be pleasing to any English ministry.
Mr. Ponsonby had been generally in opposition since the
time of his father's disagreement with Lord Townsend,
and his family being entirely attached to the 'Whig inter-
ests of England, the change of ministry naturally brought
to the :\Iarquis of Rockingham's administration and aid,
the persons who had been so long in opposition to his
predecessor. JUt'. Ponsonby's family, of course, con-
nected itself in Ireland with the Duke of Portland, and
it was expected that he would have been placed high in
confidence under his Grace's administration.

Blending an aristocratic mind with patriotic feelings,
and connected with a Viceroy who could himself hardly
guess the road he might have to travel, Mr. Ponsonby
could not at such a moment be expected to play the full
game of popular expectation. Extensive and high family
connections, whatever paTty they espouse in public trans-
actions, ercr communicate some tints of their own
cokuring, and impose some portion of roluntary res-
traint upon tile free agency of public characters-and
had :\Jr. l\msonby been an isolated man, he would have
been a more distinguished personage. A nation may
sometimes look with coniidence to individuals, but they
are a credulous people who look with confidence to
part)". Indi\'iduals may be hOllest-but gregarious in-
te~rjty \\'OIl1d be a phenomenon in politics. It is the
cotlisioll~ of party, !lot their visionary virtue, that is ad-
vantageons to a" people who frequently acquire their
rights not through the political purity, hut through the
rancorous recrimination of ambitions factions.
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On this occasion, however, 1\11'.Ponsonby's steady,
judicious, and plausible address, exactly corresponded
with the exigencies of the Viceroy, and gave a tl,nge of
generous concession to his Grace's acccdence, .whlch t~e
volatile gratitude of the Irish nation, for a moment mIs-
took for genuine sincerity. Mr. Ponsonby soug'ht to be
considered at the same moment as faithful to his country
and faithful to its government-a union which the ?ad
policy of England had taught the Irish people to cOllslder
as incompatible. His manner and his speech, howev:er,
had the effect intended. His fair and discreet reputatIOn
gave great weight to so gratifying a declaration; and no
impression could be more favonrahh~ to the Duke of
Portland than that which he derived from the short con-
ciliating observations of Mr. POllsonby. He stated,
"that he most willingly consented to the proposed
amendment, and would answer that the noble Lord who
presided in the government of Ireland, wished to do
every thing in his power for the satisfaction of the nation,
and he knew that the noble Duke would not lose one
moment in forwarding this remonstrance of parliame~t
to the Throne, and he would use his utmost influence III
obtaining the Tights of Ireland, an object on which he
had FIXED HIS HEART.''''

This declaration was received with the loudest cheers
by a great majority of the House' but there existed men
whose wise scepticism still retained their doubts of his
~xcellency's un~ophisticated sincerity. They reflected
Justly, tha~ the tTresistible position of Ireland alone had
at l~ngth mduced. the British government to this mag-
n,ammolls declaratlOn-p?-st events had indisputably de-
clde?-, that whether cabl?~ts of Whigs or cabinets ?f
TO;les had ruled the ~ntJsh, councils, the system of Its
g.merument had remamed mvariably adverse to the
n~ht~ of Ireland; hig~ British supremacy had been the
pnnclple and the practIce of all its administrations and of

°f :\Ir, Ponsonby soon after this period acquired the hia-hest le=l esti-
ma lon,an~m puhltc atram; connected himself with l\1r."Grattal~, which
co~nectlon as contmued without interruption

".Ir, Ponsonbv \Vas one I th 1 ad' ' "of Lord Castle Joe ,e lIlg and dlstmguished opponents
curied reag!t, on the questIon of the Irish Union and alwayS

a peat and IUN weight in the Irish Parliament. '
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.--""-all its princes; and amidst all the changes a!ld revolu-,~,

tions of England, Ireland had never yet expenenced one., ..
friendly ministry.

V. On this subject Mr. Flood (one of the ablest men
that Ireland ever produced) was this night silent. He
saw further, and thought deeper than any of his cont.em-
poraries-he knew the world, and of course was sceptIcal.
As a popular orator, he was inferior to J\Ir. Grattan, but
as a deliberate senator he was vastly his superior. He
knew that all precedent of British cabinets gave just
reason to attribute this sudden transition of English
policy, not to the feelings of her liberality, but to the
extent of her embarrassments; and that the Duke of
Portland's having" set his heart" upon obtaining the
rights of Ireland, was only giving the gloss of voluntary
merit to a concession which was in fact a matter of abso-
lute necessity, and without which his Grace foresaw that
all BritIsh authority in Ireland, would be extinguished for
ever. JUr. Flood's confidence, therefore, never was im-
plicit. Mr. Grattan, on the contrary, was deceived by
his own zeal, and duped by his own honesty; and his
friend, Lord Charlemont, was too courtly a nobleman to
suspect his Grace of such consummate insincerity." But

• The following Resolutions passed immediately before the meeting
of parliament, and being followed by the same, or still stronger, from
every arme,l association in Ireland (at that period nearly one hundred
thousand disciplined men) taught the Duke of Portland the total im-
practicability of postponing the claims of Ireland one hour.

The tirst of these Resolutions were those of the Irish Bar-a body
at that time of the ~reatest weig'ht in point of talellt, respectability, and
patnotwn-lt gave the tone to the Resolutions of the whole Irish nation.

Tho;oe Resolution;o were unanimously adopted, ;oomein stronger terms,
by aU the armed associations.

LAWYER'S CORPS.

At a full meeting of the Lau'ycr's Corps, the 28th February, 1782.
pUi"SUailt to notice,

Colonel EDWARD \YESTBY in the Chair:
RewInd, That the l\Iembers of the Honse of Commons are the rep-

resentatives of, and d,'rive their power solely from, the people; and that
a de/Hal ot thb pOSitIOnby them would be to abdicate the representation_

Re,uh-e,l unanimously, That the people of this country are now
wl/ed "I'"" to declare that the King, Lord., and Commons of Irelalld
are the only power competent to make laws to bind this kingdom.

Resolved unanimously. That we do expect sllch declaration of right
15
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Colonel PARSELL,
Captain R. l'\EvILLl:.
('UTAIS GORGE,
('OI.OSEL BURTON,

Colonell\I. Lvol>S,
Captain SMYTH.

Mr. Flood even at that moment did not stand alone in
this uuaraciolls incredulity' and ensuing events have
fully co~firmed the wisdom ~f his scepticism."

from our representatives, and that we will support them with OURLIVES
A~D FORTUl>ESin WATHEVERmeasures may be necessary to render such
declaration an effectual security.

Resolved, that the above resolutions be printed.
Signed by order,

SAML"ELADAMS, Secretary.

Jfi a :lt1eeting of the Curps oj Dublii. Volunteers, Friday, 1st March.
1782,

His Grace, the Duke of LEINSTER in the chair:
Resolved, That the King, Lords, and Commons of Ireland only are

competent to make laws to bind the subjects of this realm, and that we
will not obe y or give operation to an y laws, save only those enacted by
the King, Lords, and Commons of Ireland, whose rights and pnvllege~
jointly and severally, we are determined to support with our lzues an
fortunes.

Signed by order,
JOHS \VILLIA)IS, Secretary .

• The doubts of ~lr. Flood, and the intentions of the Irish Volunteers,
seem to be iully exemplitid in the following resolutions, pa5sed THE VERY
VA r AFTER thIS celebrated declaration of rights had pU5sed in parliament .

• At a I!leetmg of the dele~tes from one Illlndred and thirty-nllle Corps
ot the \ oluntecrs oi the Province oi Leinster, at Dublin, 17th April,
1782,

((llmel IlEsRY FLOODin the Chair:
Resolv:ed unanimously, That we feel OUr3elves called 11pon to declare

our sal1stactlOn m the unanimous sense of the HOllse of Commons e):-
pressed in iavour oi the rights oi Ireland, in their address to the King
Jesterday, .as amended by Colonel Grattan, and that we will support
them therem wIth our lH'c8 andfortll flCS.

Resolved unanimousl~', That the thanks of this meeting be given ~o
Calonel Grnttan. for h,S extraordinary exertions and perseverance U1
-~ the nl\'ht~ of Ireland.

Resolved unanimol1~ly, That the following thirteen Commanders of
~rpe be appOinted a ~t:mdlDg Committee of Delegates from this Pro~-
tnee. to corre~rond .and Wmmtl1lf with all the other provincial Comm,t-
~ or 00>1£1::\1<'" ot Ireland, to wit:

Earl oj (;R.\S.\Rl>,

l~'lrloi ..\Ll>OOROI'GH,
~lr \v. P,", R~o~s

COIOflPi (;RH~~~,

C~ITALBOT,
Ueut.-CoIonel Lu,
CaIa.l FI.OoD.
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This speech of lVIr. Ponsonby's is the more remarkable,

because it was reserved for the same lVIr. Ponsonby,
seventeen years afterwards, to expose, in the clearest and
most able Ianguagl', this very duplicity of the same

_Duke of PI!rtlalld; and the open avo\\'al of his Grace ill
~('\';;nlrl;fi Illllldred and nindy-nilH', that he had "71c/'cr"
cOll~idl'rcd that this concl'ssion of England, in liS2,
should IH' a '"JillaC' ad.iu~tment hdween the two nations,
leaH'S 110 mom to doubt his Grace's mental reservation,
alld tll<~ exi~tence of a diplomatic sophistry which tho
Irish Parliament, gulled by their own credulity, and en-
veloped in a cloud of gratitude and exultation, were at
that moment prevented from suspecting. -

VI. ::\h. Hussey Burgh, and some other members,
shortly hut zl'alously supported this declaration of Irish
intlqH'lHll'ncl'-all was unanimity-not a symptom of
opposition \\"a" llianit;'~(('d: but on the close of the pro-
C"l.rllll:!, a cirl'llIll~tlllj('1' not less rcmarkable than dis-
gU~tllj:! nllexpl'l'l,.dly ()('I'nITl'd,

_\J r. ]nhn Fitz:!ihbnn, wllo~e imligenous IlOstility to the
lihutie~ nf hi" c(,ulltry had Ilever 'omitted allY O'pportu-
nity of opposing its emancipation, 011 a sudden became
metamorphosed-assumed a strange and novel character,
and prl)f ..~~t'd himself Ilot ollly the warmest adyocate of
Iri"h frel.dulll, lmt a deadl" and inveterate foe to that
v"ry- ~pt"1l1 0'1' British usurpation, the practice of which,
tIll that lIl"nwnt, he had himself been an undeYiatillg
alltl virulent supporter.

::\Ir. Fitz2'ihhon'~ emharrassment in makinrr this dc-
daflltinn W:I' 1".. Qr"ll:! ;\lld t,,.) lll'\\' in him -iU ]'('main
UJllloti,',.d-lh,' 1l1l:UliIlllt': 1\1" tli.' 11"11'" Iiad 1•.ft him no
rOj)m !~'r P:l\'ij, ,III~ 1;'1'111;'1' ("lJjdll"t Ii:ld I,'ft IlIlll no 1'00111

1.. 1' ""'>;-1"11"\'- hi' \i;lll"llly- tll'p .. ,'IlIUn (]..spIscd lIeu-
tr:\[.;\', alld !1I~ ,,\-,'rl ,"a rIll:': Jililltl !'I'n,ll"£! from submis-
SIn II ; IllS Sl11hl•• rn llt'arl, tli'HI::h hlllllillatt'd, was un-
SUh<lIl"I!. Bill Ill' "1\\' that h., wa~ llnSllpported by his
fn"Il,b. alld kil tliat hI' \\-as powt'r1,'ss arrainst his ene-
llli", T" SI1t1i :1 Illllld tllf' .-olllh.-t was lIlost dreadflll-
a SI'\','r"lt:11 "ontt'lllpt of Pllhlic opinion was his ollly

H*',oh-('i: 11:"';ln;mnl1",h-, 111:lf an .. tTirrr" ... ltll:1rd frr')m f'af'h f0rp" of
'~uhlnh.'fr ...ill thr cit\" an"rtr()lln~Y 01 PlIbLn. ~ mOl1n!f'd at Lord Charle-
lJIOIIt'1I bou/lt', in /'OtAtJon.at ten 'o'dodi enry morning.
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sobce, and nenr did he more fully require the aid of
that consolation.

This most rf'markahle, edse, and inconsistent of all
polIti(~al ref'antatiolls eyer pronounced by a cOl1fir~ed
cOl\rtier, was delin~rf'd in the tone of a coufirmed patnot.
"No man," said :\Ir. Fitzgihhon, with an at/ected em-
phasis, "can say that the Duke of Portland has pO/cer
to grant us that rPtlrpss whidl the nation unanimously
(lPmands; hnt as (reland is committf'd, no man, I lrust,
will shrink fmm her support, hut go through, hand and
henr'. in the f'stahlishnwnt of ollr liberties. As I \\'as
cantions in ctllllmitting, so I am now firm in asserting the
7'i![hts If my COllllt,.y~" My declaration, therefore, i~, that
as tl\f' nation has determined to obtain the restoratIOn of
her Iiherty, it bf'hoves every man in Ireland to STA:.\'D
FIR:'.!." Yet this was the Fitzgibbon who in a few years
trampled on her liberties, and ;old her constitution.

The etfect produced by this extraordinary speech fro~
a man, the whole tenor of whose public lite had been III
hotility to its principles, neither added 'weight to the
mf'asme nor gained character for the speaker, disgust
was the most prevalent sensation, but had he been a less
ahle man, contempt would have been more prominent.
All tmllwr (khate ceased, the Speaker put the question
~ll :\Ir. (;rattall's am:ndment ; a unanimous" aye" b~rst
twm "vcry f[llartcr ot the house, he repeated the qUf'stlOll,
the applausf' \\"as redoubled, a moment of tumultuouS
exultation t,)llowed, and, after centuries of oppression,
Ireland at length declared herself an I~DEPE:S-DE:.\'1'
NATIO:-;.

This in;portant eycnt quickly reached the impatient
crowds of l',"cry, ran~ of society, who, without doors,
aW:llt('(}thl' dens lOll01 their parliament, a cry of joy and
of ('~ultat~oll sprcad with electric rapidity through. lhe
CI11m rat}, Its ~ho (l('netraled to the very interior 01 the
h'HIS", ,'\'.'ry thll1l::' l::'an' way to an effusion of happiness
and ,'Ofl:nallllall"l1 that had w'ver before been exhibited
III that lfllsg"\"'f!wd "01[1(11[\",

\"11, Ir•.LlIld (rolll tklt m;'Il\Cllt nssnmell a new ~spcct,
:; f08l' maj"sflcally trom l1('r mins, and sun'''yed tho
...;;: of her re8urroc~lOn wlt.h admiration and with !5,ra-

A YOWl8 barrister, Without professional celebrity,
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without family connections, possessed of no considerable
fortune, nor of any prrsollal intlnrllcc, save that which
talent and ,'irtnr invnlnntarily a"quirp, lpagurd with no
faction, supportrd indi,'idnally hy no politieal party, be-
call1<' tll<' instl"1l1llcllt of Prnvidf'lwe to lihl'fatc his coun-
tn', allli ill a sillglp day arhipvell what the most ahle
st;lteslllPll, th,~ 1II0st el,~v,;\f,d pl'fsonagps, the most power-
ful and IH'st COllllPCtcupart ips never could et1i'rt. Aided
hy tll<' l:irCUJl1stalleesof the moment, he seized the oppor-
tnlllly ,,'ilh prolllPtitnde, vigour and perseverance; but
whdst he raised his COlllltry to prosperity, and himself to
wlexpected fortune and never-fading honour, he acquired
vindictive enemies by the hrilliancy of his success, and
afterwards fell a temporary sa.-;ritlcc to the perseverance
of tlwlr malir(' and the clissimulations of their jealousy.

:\Ir. ('onlloll" awl Sir H"nIT Cavendish also. on this
nizht. as ardelit!y snppnrtpcl th;' incle!wllflell"e or' Ireland,
as If it was a l'rill<'iplr rllzraftf'llon tlll'ir naturf', IH}th
of tiwill had pill thnr siznatnJ'f's to a ;. liti~ancl tiJrtune"
derIaratlon, to uphold thr papell/ol ind"lwndPI}('c of their
country, but II wtll appear in th ... prozress of Irish affairs,
how 1111].'relian.-;e is to ~ plaeed on political declarations,
where an alteration of circumstan.-;cs or connections so
fn''lUenlly operates as a renunciation of principle. On
ttV' dis"ussion of the Cnion in the year eighteen hundred,
Sir 1I.'nn' had exehanc-cd the Duke of Devonshire for an
eml';,)\'n; ..nl 11\ tll" treasury, and a new plant't had arisen
to lllliuen(,i; -'II'. ('Clnnolly: in that year both those 2.'ntle-
mpl! declall1wd as ('OIlS~i(llti()usl!l'(/f!(/illst Ih., ind/j>en-
dpner of th.' Irl,h l1al1(\11. as If lh,'y had lwn'r plt'dg-ed
th,':r .. 1;\',"..; ;11l'i 1~'r1111l<"" t"r lh •.:r l"rjilluul snpport
of It.

Jr \'::~~ ::ll>'-l,,:hl,' !~\: :l?l\" lHlllll"fl ....-t.,d flh,"rVf'r of the
Ch.lfj,'" r ;'11;1 .... :111""11: .. :1 ,',f lh.' Irish l':nilarn'>llt tn ha,'c
'.'lil""I\' •.<I tlil! il ... "i'}'''r'':11 IlIl:inilllllY of tIllS night could
han' an"'u fr'>J1lallY nlil' !,flll"I!,\" of Illli\'ersal action,
111"1 w."" :j"l!1ai.'.j h\' "aflnn'i mnllVt'S forlllllHt a mixed
,< :;"":! '!I"( Vltrt';llsm and of !,oli,'y: it wal'l the lIna-
1":1:' :' ';rnl/lls", ,,1' Ih .. pr()plc. at)(l nnt thp ahstr:l('l "11'-
11." ..1 tiw" dck;r<llPS, wlilch arhw\'l'd this p'\'n!lIlion. Ilor
I~ 11 posslhl" to read sorll" flf the p"!,lliar res"IIHIOIlS of
lhat day wHhoUl t~'f'iltJg:l'hDlr;lt!on at th .. happy \InWII of

15'
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spirit, of patriotism, and of prudence, which eharacterized
their proceedings."

VIII. When the intelligence of these events was cir-
culated through the nation, the joy and rejoicings of the
people were beyond all description, every city, town, and
village, in Ireland, blazed with the emblems of exultation,
and resounded with the shouts of triumph, the Volunteers,
however, were not dazzled by the sunshine of the moment,
they became rather more active than more remiss; much
indeed was faithfnlly promised, but still every thing re-
mained to be actually performed, and it soon appeared,
that human life is not more uncertain in its duratIOn than
political faith precarious in its sincerity, the fair inten-
tions of one government are generally called at least
injudicious by its successors, political honesty has often
vegetated in British Councils, but never yet did it survive
to the period of maturity, and the short existence of the
Duke of Portlaud's splendid administration warranted the
cautious suspicion of the Volunteers, and al10rded the
succeeding ministry an opportunity for attempting those
insidious measures which soon afterwards characterized
anew the dispositions of the British Cabinet.

The parliament, and the people, when the paroxysm of
their joy had subsided, waited \\'ith some solicitude for
the King's reply to the Declaration of their independence,
and a general suspension of public business took place
until its arrival. It was, however, the first pause of con-
fidence and tranquillity that Ireland had experienced since
her connection with Great Britain; little could she then
foresee that her new prosperity was but the precursor of

• The following address of the Dungannon Convention to the mem-
bers of parliament who had voted in the minorities in 1781. and the
be~ning of 1782, is extremely illustrative of their temper and tirmncss,
and made a very deep impression on the public mind.

" .\Iy Lords and Gentlemen,
.. 'Ye thank YO~l for your noble and spirited, though hitherto inef-

fectual efforts III delence of the .!!;reatconstitutional ri!!;hts of your coun-
try. Go on,go on. the almo,t unanimous voice of your eountrv is with
you, and in a free (ountry. the voice oi the people must prevail. "'e
know our duty to our Soverei.r;n, and are loyal. "'e know our duty to
ourselves. and are resoh-ed to be free. 'VI' seek for our rights, and no
more than our rights, and in so just a pursuit we should doubt the being
of a Providence, if we doubted of success."
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future evils and of scenes as cruel and as destructive as
any she had ever before experienced. The seeds of the
Irish Union were sown by the very same event which had
procured her independence, so early as seventeen hundred
and eighty-four that independence was insidiously assailed
by a despotic minister under colour of a commercial tariff,
in seventeen hundred and eighty-nine events connected
with the malady of the Monarch and the firm adherence
of the Irish Parliaments to the constitutional rights of the
Heir Apparent determined the same minister in the fatal
project of extinguishing the Irish legislature, and in
seventeen hundred and ninety"eight a rebellion artificially
permitted, to terrify the country, and followed by acts
and scenes of unparalleled corruption, for a moment
warped away the minds of men from the exercise of com-
mon reason, and gave power and pretence to the British
Cabinet to effect that extinguishment at a moment of
national derangement.
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CHAPTER X.

Design of the British Goverment to recall the independence of Ireland~
Singular conduct of the Attorney General-HIs speech-Its powerful
effect-Palpable dread of an Insurrection-Effect on Eng-Iand-Duke
of Portland's duplicity-Attains an ascendency over Earl Charlemont
-Embarrassment of the Eng-Ij;;hCabinet-The Volunteers prepare for
actual service-Imbecility of England-Insidious designs of tJ1eEng-
lish Government-Mr. Fox-Mr. Pitt-Important meetmg ot ParlIa-
ment-The Volunteer Regiments occuPy the avenues to the House of
Commons--Designs of the Duke of Portland-Duke of Portland's
speech - Mr. Grattan - Mr. Brownlow - The Recorder and Mr.
vValshe oppose Mr. Grattan's address -Mr. Flood neutral- Mr.
Walshe-Mr. Yelverton-The Sccretary-Division-Consequent em-
barrassment.

I. THE foundation of Irish independence had now been
laid, by the spirit of the Parliament and the unanimity of
the people; and the stately structure of Irish liberty
seemed likely to rise with solidity and magnificence. The
labourers were numerous and indefatigable; and nothing
was to be dreaded but contrariety in lhe plans, or jealousy
amOlig the architects; dangers which are proved by the
sequel of her history, to be the true and substantial cause
of Ireland's annexation. It is demonstrated by facts,
beyond the power of refutation, that from the moment the
British ministry found it imperatively necessary to submit
to this declaration of Irish independence, no consideration
was paramount in their councils to the desire of counter-
acting it. In furtherance of that object, from the period
of the Duke of Portland's administration to that of Lord
Cornwallis, the old ~ystem of dividing the Irish against
each other, and profitI~g by their dissensions, was artfully
pursued by the English :Ministry, to re-establish their
OW~ supremacy, and from that moment they resolved to
ac~~eve, at any risk or price, that disastrous measure,
:.ic~, at 0J.1eblow, has prostrated the pride, the power,
... he legIslature of Ireland and reduced her from the

of G ftGtion to the level 'oj a department. But the
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people had now no leisure for suspicious forethought or
mature reflection, and the interval bctween the declaration
of independence, and the reply of his Majesty to that
declaration, though a period of deep anxiety, neither
awakened serious doubts, nor produced implicit confidence.

An adjournment for three weeks was now proposed in
the Commons, to give time for the arrival of His
Majesty's Answer to their Address and Declaration. This
motion, though it gave rise to a conversation rather than
a debate, produced one of the most singular political
phenomenons that had ever appeared in the history of
any nation.

Mr. John Scott, then Attorney General, afterwards
Lord Clonmel, whose despotic conduct had previously
given rise to many and severe animadversions, took
advantage on this occasion to recant his former and
favourite political principle, that "might constitutes
right." He now declared his firm and unqualified ad-
herence to the claims of Ireland, in terms which, a week
before, he would have prosecuted for as a seditious libel i
and tendered his large fortune towards a general fund, to
enforce from Great Britain the rights of his country, if
force should become necessary.

He said, that, "he now felt it indispensable for him to
throw offall equivocal and mysterious silence,and declared
as his unchangeable opinion, that Great Britain never had
any right whatever to bind his country, and that any acts
she had ever done for that purpose were decided usur-
pations. That if the tenme of his oflice of Attorney
General depended upon the maintenance of doctrines in-
jurious to the rights and independence of Ireland, it was
an infamous tenure; and if the Parliament of Great
Britain were determined to lord it ov('r Ireland, he was re-
solved not to be their villain in executing their tyranny.-

• It is a very curious fact, that Mr. Attomey General Scott's decl~-
tion of resisting the usurpation of Encdand In 1782, was repeated In
1800, bv two other successive Attorney Gellerals of Ireland. !hough
under [hffi~rent circumstances. Mr. \\TilJiam Saurin, in hiS place m Par-
hament, declared that he considered the Irish Repre!Eentatives incompe-
tent to exact a le~slative union; and that any ",tatutes, made by a Par-
liament w constituted, would not be constitutionally hmdlllg o~ the In",b
people. That gentleman, rome time after, became Attorney General 01
Ireland IliIrulelf. and never afterwards repeated h15 lICeptlcll!m
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That if matters should procepu to the extremity to :vhich
he feared they were verging, he should not be an IlIs1gmfi-
cant subscriber to the fund for defendmg tllelr common
rights. That a life of much labour, together wllh the
blessing of Providence, and what is commonlycalled good
luck, had given him a landed property of £5,000 per year,
and an office of great emolument, all which should
certainly be devoted to the service of his country. That
it would be disgraceful, for the paltry emoluments of an
office to stand watching the vibrations of the balance,
when he had determined to throw his life and fortune into
the scale. I know," concluded the Attorney General,
" that the public mind is on fire; I know that the dete~'-
mination of the people is to be free; and I adopt theIr
determination."

A speech of so strong and stormy a nature, never hav-
ing before been uttered by any Minister or Law Oilicer
of the British Empire, nor even by any member of the
Irish Parliament, created a sensation which it is scarcely
possible to describe .• One sentence conveyed a volume
of information.

" If matters proceed to the extremities to which I fear
they are verging," was a direct declaration of mistrust in
the Government he served; and such a speech, made in
Parliament by the first confidential executive Law Ol1icer
?f the Crown, possessed a character of mystery and great
unportance.

The dread of an insurrection in Ireland was thus, in
Mr. Plunkett mad~the same declaration, but in rather stronger terms,

as he vouched for hIB BOn as well as himself; and Boon after became
Atto"!ey. G.:neral. Mr. Forster, and numerous able lawyers, some of
them JUlUor Judges, and many country magistrates, united in those senti-ments.

No.Member af the lris~ P~rliament opposed the Union more stren-
uously, th~n th~ Author of th~sWork, and he united with those gentle-
me,? III their opmlOnas to the mcompetenceof the Irish Parliament.

!he auth?f Wag present, at aU these important debates. On Mr.
Scotts recantatIOn,the sensation of, the House was so striking and ;;in-
gular, that he can never recollect It WIthoutemotion. For a moment,
there was profound silence, gradually, the murmur of astonishment was

. lIeard, s~readmg from bench to bench, tin one loud and general cry of
=~~~~urst f~omevery quarter of the House, and, in rapid and con-
CIf .. ~VlUced the enthusiasm of that era, and the importance
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direct terms, announced by the King's Attorney General i
and by his intrepid determination to risk his life and
fortune to support its ohjects, he afforded good reason to
apprehend that his Majesty's reply was not likely to be
such as would cultivate tranquillity, and left no doubt that
the Attornev General foreboded an unwise reluctance in
the British 'Cabinet, to a measure so vital to the peace,
perhaps to the integrity, of the British Empire. This
conduct of .Mr.Scott, coupled with the previous secession
of Mr. Fitzgibbon, must be looked on as among the most
extraordinary occurrences of these, or any other times in
Ireland.

In the history of Nations and of Parliaments, there is
not another instance of two such men, publicly professing
and practising the principles of arbitrary power, being so
humbled, and reduced to the abject condescension of feign-
ing a public virtue they had theretofore but ridiculed, and
assuming a fictitious patriotism, the result, at best, of
their fears or of their policy.

However, be the motive what it might, that most un-
precedented conduct taught the British Government that
they could no longer trifle with Ireland. Their power was
then extinct; and no course remained but that of instantly
relinquishing their long-vaunted supremacy, and surren-
dering at discretion to the just demands of a determined
alldpotent people: and the splendid, though temporary
triumph achieved by Ireland, affords a glorious prece-
dent 10roppressed nations, and an instructive lesson for
arrogant usurpation.

II. Immediately on this unexpected turn, the Duke of
Portland sent ofr t\\"o despatches to England; one to the
Cabinet as a .public document, aud the other, a private
and confidential note to ~Ir. Fox. The latter document
explained his reasons lor the necessity he felt of acceding,
\vithout any appearance of reluctance, to any ~emands
which might at that moment be made by the. ~nsh Par-
liament: but intimated" that so strong a dlilerence of
opinion 'appeared to exist between some gentlemen of
wei<Thtthat arrano-ements more favourable to England
mi(Tl\t possibly bet>effected through their conlroL'ersie'i,
although he could not venture to p~opose sllcl:, were the.v
perfectly unanimous. He stated, III concluslOn, that ho
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would omit no opportunity of cultirating his co.nnectl?u
with the Earl of Charlemont, who appeared entirely dis-
posed to place confidence in his administl:atioll., and to
give a proper tone to the armed bodies 0\ er \V hom he
had the most considerable influence." .

So skilfully did he act upon these suggestIOns, tlw~ he
inveigled the good but feeble Earl. Ch~rlemont e.ntJre~y
into his trammels' and as long as Ins Grace remallled III
the Irish Governn~ent, he not only much influenced that
nobleman but kept him at arms length from some of the
ablest statesmen of the country, without their perceiving
the insidious power that caused the separatio.n ..

The other Ministers adopted the same pnnelples, and
they did not despair, by plausible conduct, according to
the Duke of Portland's policy, to temporize with all par
ties, playoff the people and the Parliamel!t ~~pCl..ceptibl'y
against each other; and, by gradually dlmmlshmg then
mutual confidence, bring both to a dependence upon the
good faith of the British Ministry, and so indispose the
Irish Parliament from insisting upon any measures which
might humble the pride, or alarm the intcrests of the Bri-
tish nation.

III. The British Cabinet had certainly great embar-
rassments to encounter. They had the difficllit step to
take of gratifying the claims of Ireland, withont affecting
the egotism of Great Britain. Bllt the relative interests
of the two countries being in many points fundamentally
repugnant, the dilemma of Ministers was extremely em-
b.arrassing. It was doubly increased by a declaration of
ngh~s, and a positive demand, which anticipated the
credIt of a spontaneous generosity-an advantage which
was now lost to them for ever. Their voluntary favours
would. now be changed to compulsory grants, the extent
of whIch they could neither foresee nor control.

~Vhile the British Cabinet and the Irish Viceroy
actIvelr corresponded, the Irish nation Was not idle. No
rela~atlOn was permitted !n the warlike preparations of
t~e "\olUl.lteer~rmy .. ~evlews and discipline were con-
tm?ed With umntermlttmg ardour and emulation. Their
arhn~ry was <.lailyexercised in the Phamix Park, near
Dubhn. Camp equipag~ was preparing for actual service,
and on 'the day to which the parliament adjourned, the
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whole of the Volunteer force of the metropolis was
under arms, and fully prepared 101'the alternative (which
the decision of his :'IIrrjesty'sCabinet, through the speech
of its Viceroy, might impose upon the people) either to
retnrn to their homes tar the peaceful enjoyment of their
rights or instantly to take the field. }lusters had been
ordered, to ascertain the probable numbers of Volunteers
ready for immediate awl active service. The returns had
increased from the former census to about 124,000 officers
and soldiers, of whom upwards of 100,000 eflectives, well
armed and disciplined, and owning no superior but God
and their country, would, on the first sound of an hostile
trumpet, have rushed with enthusiasm to the standards of
independence. 'rhe Volunteer regiments and corps were
commanded by gentlemen of rank and consideration in
the country, and disciplined by retired officers of the
British army; the seljeants being chiefly veteran soldiers
who had i;mght in the American campaigns, and learned
from their own defeats, the powers of a people determined
to obtain their freedom. The ..'.'1101edisposable military
force of Great Britain was at that period inadequate to
combat one week with the Volunteers of Ireland, com-
posing an army which could be increased, at a call, by a
million of enthusiasts; amI which, in case a contest had
arisen, would have also been liberally recruited by the
desertion of the Irish soldiers from the British army-
and nearly one third of that army ,,-as composed of Irish-
men. The British ~avy, too, was then also manned by
what were generally denominated. British tars;" hut a
large proportion of \\-hom were in j~lCtsailors of Irish
birth and Irish feelings, really to shed their blood in the
service of Great Britain whilst shc rcmaincd thc ji'iclld of
Ireland. but as ready to seize and to steer the British
navy into Irish ports, if she declared against their coun-
try, and thus it ever will be.

The safety of England was then clearly in the hands of

• The mutiny at the Xorc, in the channellleet, confirms this. obse~"3-
tion. ILd the mutineers at that time chmen to carry the BntJsh ships
into an Irish port, no power eould have prevented them; and had
there been a strnni; insurrection III Ireland, It IS more than probable they
would have delivered one hali of the Eagltsh /Ieet mto the hands of
their countrymen.



182 RISE AXD FALL

Ireland, and one hostile step, ~t that peri.lous crisis of the
two nations must have termlllated their umty, and of
course the p~wer of the Briti~h empire. nl~t 111f' Cahll1et
at length considered that re~l~tance to the Just demanus
of Ireland would be unavallmg; and that she was then
too powerful for England to hazard?-n insurrection, winch,
if once excited, it would have been nnposslble (0 suppress.

Too cautious to risk a danger so imminent, they yielded
to existino- circumstances, and determined to concede; a
system of' conduct, which is called perfidy in private life
and policy by Governments, I~as.been very gep.erallr and
very successfully resorted to III Important political dilem-
mas, and they adopted the low and cunning c~)Urse.of
yielding with affected candour, and counteractmg With
deep duplicity.

IV. The Cabinet reflected, also, that times and circum-
stances cannot always remain unchanged, and that the
political vicissitudes to which every State is subject
frequently enable conceding powers to re-assume llSur-
pation; and, when restored to strength awl vigour, again
to forget the law of nations and of justie(', and explain
away or deny the spirit of those engagements wlIieh theil
feebleness had contracted. The events which have since
occurred in Ireland, and the condurt and equivocation of
the British Ministers in 1799 and 1800, proved to the
world, that such were the premeditated and ulterior views
of the British Cabinet, in 1782; and that the Duke of
P~Jrtland was. well aware of its ohjects, and freely lent
hImself to their perpetration.

Mr. F?x never had any especial predilection for Ireland.
He was Ignorant equally of her rights" and her localities'
and he considered her only as the ~eO'ment of a o-reat
cD:cle,which he laboured to encompass.a He wielded the
gneva.n~es of Ireland only as a weapon of offence against
t~~ m1111stry. He was a great man, with a popular am-
~ltJon, and ~ss~med the hereditary title of Whig, when
Its pl~res~pnnclples had nearly become obsolete. Mr. Pitt
h~d III v~ewthe very sa:ne ohj~ct, to rule; and they only
d!ffered 1IJ the meaus ot affectmg it. The one wished to
nse upon the shoulders of the people: the other to be

• See. "
Life of ~l~~~ Letter to Earl Charlemont, April 178'2. Hardy'fI
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elevated upon those of the aristocracy. But the ambition
of both was to govern the Empire. Their ri\ralry was of
party, and their struggle was f()r power; but the internal
prosperity of Ireland, as a dist inct abstract consideration,
gave not olle hour's solicitude to either one or the other
of those celebrated JUinisters, though its resources were
in part all ohject Loboth.

The Duke of Portland was not of sufficicnt talcnt or
weight to lead the Ministry; but he had enough of both
to be au eflicient accessory. A man of plain, blr, unclis-
tinguished reputation, can effect important acts of dupli-
city, with less suspicion and more facility than more pro-
minent and energetic personages; and when the moment
of development arrives, he can plead the honesty of his
character, aud the error of his judgment: or, at the worst,
he may gain a great point, and can only lose a narrow
reputation.

TIll':'c obsclTations may be interesting, as decidedly
applicable to the administration of tile Duke of Portland.
His Grace's conduct and speeches on the question of the
Union, in 1800, leave no doubt that the whole tenor of
his conduct, in 1782, must have been a premeditated
tissue of dissimulation.

V. The Irish House met, pursuant to the adjournment,
on the 27th May 1782, a day teeming with importance
to the fate of Ireland and the character of Great Britain.
It is not easy to imagine the solicitude and impatience
with which the people awaited the decision of Great
Britain on its claims.

On the morning of thCltmemorable da,". the Volunteers
,vere under arms at an eClrlyhour. Theil: artilielT. under
the orders of JClmes.:IClppei.Tandy, ""as statione(i'on the
quays, and commanded all the bndges leading from the
Military BClrracksto the House of ParliClment. The other
corps, horse and foot, were posted at ditIerent stations of
communication in the city; while some regular troops,
formed in treble files, lined the streets for the passage of
the Lord Lieutenant. But though neither pal1y knew
what would be the result of that day's proceedings, lIar
whether war or peace woul~lbe proclain~ed by the British
Miuistry, not a symptom ot hostile feellllg"appeClred OIl
any side. The Volunteers and the reg-ular troops saluted
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each other as they passed, and reciprocally showed e:very
mark of military courtesy. The strictest order pwvalled;
and the whole, by a combination mo~t int~rcstll1g and
extraordinary, formed a scene to whIch hIstory a/fords
no parallel.

The Duke of Portland had not a very dignified uemean-
our but unfortunately, every body then considered him
as ~ m~n of political integrity. His time, during the
recess had been skilful1y employed, to gain upon the
count;y gentlemen by flattering attention and courtly
blandishment.

His Grace had learned, from Earl Charlemont, the
character of Mr. Grattan, before hc saw him. He was
fully apprised of his spirit and patriotism, and k~lewwell
that neithcr could be conquered; but he conc81vcd that
by operating on the moderation and generous confidence
of that virtuous Irishman, he might eventually divide the
Parliament; chill the general enthusiasm of the pcople,
and effect the objects of the British Government; and,
before the meeting of Parliament, his Grace had nnde
great progress in exciting shades of difference in the
opinions of those who should have been unanimous. A
premature gratitude, and credulous confidence, had al.
r~ady prepared the House for his reception; and he de-
lIvered the speech from the throne, with a well-affected
honesty of cmphasis, and an imposing appearance of in-
dividual gratification .

.The V.iceroy'sspeech gave rise to a debatc of the very
hIghest ~mportance, not only as affecting the interests
and feelings of that day, but as influencing the subse-
quent events and destiny of the Irish nation.

'~My ~rds and Gentlemen. It gives me the utmost
satIsfactIon, that the first time I have occasion to address
y~u, I find my~elf enabled, by t~e magnanimity of the
Kmg, and the WIsdomof the Parhament of Great Britain
t? assure you th~t immediate attention has been paid t~
}our reprcsentatJ.ons, and that the British Legislature
have c.oncurred 111 resolution to remove the causes of
1':0urdlsconte.nts and jealousies, and are united in a de-
SIre to gratlty every wish expressed in your late Ad-
dresses to the Throne.

"If any thing could add to the pleasure I feel in giving
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you those assurances, it is that I can accompany them
with my congratulations on the important and decisive
victory gained by the fleets of his Majesty over those of
the common enemy in the lVest Indies, and on the signal
advantage obtained hy his }I~ljesty's arms in the Island
of Ceylon, and 011 the Coast of Coromandel.

" By the papers which, in obedience to His l'.lajesty's
commands, I have directed to be laid before you, you
will receive the most convincing testimony of the cordial
reception which your representations have met "withfrom
the Legislature of Great Britain; but His Majesty, whose
first and most anxious wish is to exercise His Royal Pre-
rogative in such a manner as may be most conducive to
the welfare of His faithful subjects, has further given it
me in command to assure you of His gracious disposition
to give His Royal Assent to Acts to prevent the sup-
pression of Bills in tbe Privy Council of this Kingdom,
and the alteration of them any \vhere; and to limit the
duration of the Act tor tbe better Regulation and Accom-
modation of His alajesty's forces in this Kingdom, to the
term of two veal's.

" These bcne\'olent intentions of His Majesty, and the
willingness of His Parliament of Great Britain to second
his gracious purposes, are unaccompanied by any stipu-
lation or condition whatever.

"The good faith, the generosity, and the honour of
this natiolJ, afford them the surest pledge of a correspond-
ing dispostion, on your part, to promote and perpetuate
the harmony, the stability, and the glory of the Empire.

"On my own part, I entertain not the least doubt, but
that the same spirit which urged you to share the freedom
of Great Britain, will confirm yuu in your determination
to share her fate also, standing and falling with the Bri-
tish Empire."

Mr. Grattan irnmediatelv rose. His unsuspecting and
gratefllirnind, though congenial to the honest lib~rality
of a patriot, was quite too conceding an~ inexperIenced
to meet the ways and wiles of deceptlOus statesmen.
Misled hy the apparent sincerity of that speech, and the
plain and plausible dem:anour of the Duke of Por~land,
he lost siaht of every thJllO'but confidence and gratitude,
and left tg deeper politiciaI~sto discover the snare that lay

16*
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concealed amidst the soothing and honourable language
of the Viceroy.

He said -" That as Great Britain had given up every
claim to a~thority over Ireland, he had not the le~st idea
that she should be also bound to make any declaratIOn that
she had formerly usurped that power. This would be a
foolish caution, a dishonourable condition." The nation
that insists upon the humiliation of another, is a foolish
nation; and Ireland is not a foolish nation. I move YO~l,
to assure His Majesty of our unfeigned affection to HIS
Royal Person and Government; that we feel, most sen-
sibly, the attention our representations have received from
the magnanimity of His Majesty, and the wisdom of the
Parliament of Great Britain; to assure His Majesty, that
we conceive the resolution for an unqualified, uncondi-
tional repeal of the 6th George the First to be a measure
of consummate wisdom and justice, suitable to the dignity
and eminence of both Nations, exalting the character of
both, and furnishing a perpetual pledge of mutual amity j
to assure His Majesty, that we are sensibly affected by
his virtuous determination to accede to the wishes of His
faithful subjects, and to exercise His Royal prerogative in
the manner most conducive to their welfilfe. That, gra-
tified in those particulars, we do assure His Majesty, that
no constitutional question between the ilea nations will
any longer e.rist, to interrupt their harmony; and that
Great Britain, as she approved of our firmness, may rely
on our affection; and that we remember, and do repeat
our determination, to stand or fall with the British Kat ion."

'Vhen Mr. Grattan concluded the Address, which was
sec~nded by Mr. Brownlow, a most animated and inte-
restmg, though desultory debate, immediately ensued, a
debate too much connected with the subsequent trans~c-
tions on the Union, not to be particularly noticed in this
stage of the history.

The Recorder ot~and J\Iember for Dublin Sir Samuel
Bradstreet, a strong-minded, public-~pirited ~an, an able

• This \l"'as a juvenile Fy]]ogi~m, \\"here there were neither premises
nor concln",on to Fupport the anmmen1. Crellulitv and wi"dom arenearl .11 " J CY mcompall) e. Irelan,! was a credulous nation' e~o "he couldnot ha.v bee . , , C

'fJOQId have u a. WIse one: Had Iwland been more sceptica in 1782, sbe
e been less uutortuuate In 1800.
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lawyer, and independent Member of Parliament; of a
rough, decisive, firm deportment, was the first who ven-
tured to insinuate his dissent from the Address, and his
suspicions of the Duke's sincerity. He entirely objected
to that sweeping clause of Mr. Grattan's Address-" That
all constitutional questions between the two countries
were at an end." He stated that many were not yet
touched upon,-many that were vital to Irish independence
still remained unnoticed: for he insisted that the Irish
Parliament actually sat at that moment under an English
Statute: and that the Address, as moved, was in some
instances premature-in others too comprehensive-in all,
defective. Subsequent events have since proved the sound-
ness and the acuteness of his judgment and his foresight.

Mr. Flood said but a few words, and they were rather
insinuating than insisting on his dissent. He started
some difficulties on the subject of external legislation-
he expressed his opinion, that matters were not yet suf-
ficiently advanced to f(mn a decided judgmcnt upon the
extent and modifications of the proposed arrangements;
but it was obvious that this great man was neither con-
fident nor satisfied, and that he conceived, that though
the chief demand had been made, and that grant acceded
to, yet that it would require profound consideration, and
a steady comprehensive system, to secure the tenure.
He publicly anticipated nothing; but his own want of
faith in the British Cabinet was obvious and compre-
hensive.

Mr. David "\Yalshe, an able, pertinacious lawyer, cou-
rageous and not conciliating, was a still more determined
sceptic. He had a clear head, a suspicious, perverse
mind, and a temper that never would outstretch itself to
meet pacific objects. He debated well, but was too in-
temperate to acquire or maintain a general popularity.
A part of his speech on this memorable night is also of
great importance. He followed Sir Samuel Bradstreet
on the point of external legislation, and concluded with
these remarkable expressions:- .

" I repeat it, that until England declares uneqUlvoc~lly,
by an act of her own legislature, that ~he had no fIght,
in any instance to make laws to bmd Ireland, the
usurped power ~f English legislation never can be con-
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sidered by us as relinquished. 'Ve wa~t n?t the con-
cessions of Eno-land to restore us our ltbertles. If we
are true to ours~lves, we possess the fortitude, we possess
the will and thank God, we possess the power, to assert
our rights as 'men, and accomplish our independence as a
nation."

VI. The ga'untlet was now thrown, the vital question
was started-England was put on her defence, and
Ireland on her trial.

The great point of confirming the Irish independence
and constitution being once started, never could be .re-
linguished; it must be decided-the suspicion of Enghsh
sincerity once raised, must be satisfied; and it appeared
in a moment, that Mr. Grattan's address could never be
considered either secure or conclusive. But even those
who thought so, did not conceive that the moment had
as yet arrived when that subject should be so warmly
discussed.

Those who feared that a difference at so early a period
might defeat all their expectations, chose rather to accede
to an address they did not approve of, than hazard a dis-
union which might never be remedied.

Mr. Yelverton strongly recommended unanimity at that
moment. It seemed, for prudential reasons, to be the
general 'wish; and Mr. 'Yalshe had withdrawn his oppo-
sition-when Mr. Fitzpatrick, the Viccroy's secretary,
artfully seized on the moment of inconsiderate gratitude,
and threw out a defiance to those who endeavoured to
diminish its unanimity. This to such a temper as lVIr.
Walshe's, had the effect intended, of causing a clivision-
and the skilful secretary succeeded in his object.

On the division, the Recorder and Mr. Walshe alone
divided on the minority, and Mr. Grattan's address was
triumpha.ntly carried, with all its imperfections; and a
short peno~ proved that these imperfections were neither
fe\~ nor unlmportan.t. The House adjourned amidst the
ulllversal acclamatIOns of the ignorant and credulous
people ; an~ the constitutional arrangements between the
two countnes were fatally supposed, from the tenor of
the speech and the address, to have been entirely and
tOr e~er arranged to thelr mutual satisfaction.

It 18 here proper to pause and reflect upon the ern-
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barrassing situation into which this day's debate had
thrown both nations; an embarrassment which, since
that day, has never yet completely terminated, and pro-
bably never will.

The transcendent merits of ]HI'. Grattan, the unparal-
leled brilliancy of his language, in moving the declara-
tion of rights, his firmness and his patriotism, had raised
him above all his countrymen. That declaration, it was
believed, had restored the liberties of his country, and
given him a just claim to all the rewards and honours
which even the glowing gratitude of that country could
confer upon him. But, unfortunately, his own honesty
led him to a mistaken confidence in that of others. The
courtly patriotism of Earl Charlemont, always inclining
him to a blind principle of conciliation, had its influence
on ]HI'. Grattan, who was a statesman, great in principle,
but inefficient in detail; and the moderation of Lord
Charlemont was not ineflective nor merely passive, when
restraining the vigonr of a mind, that seemed to be
created to think greatly and act decidedly, only upon
great and decisive occasions.
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CHAPTER XI.

Temporary credulity of the Irish Parliame~t-Country Gentlemen--:-
Singular character of ~,Ir, Bagenal-Hls I,.xp]OIts--:;-PopularJty~Hls
patriotism-Commamled many \ o]llnteer Corps-GIYes notice ol a
motion to re\\'ar,l lIIr. Grattan -- Antl-proph~tlc obsen'atIOn - :\Ir.
Grattan's increasing popularity-Hasty repeal of the declaratory act
6th Geo, Hr.-Anll transmitted by the Viceroy to the Yolllnteers-
Doctrine of Blackstone declared unconstitutional-:\[r. Hagenal's motIOn
to grant c£ 100,000, to lIIr. Gratlan-Mis!aken pride of his iriends-
Extraordinary occurrence-Iusidious conduct of Government-lIIr.
Thomas Connolly makes a most unprecedented motion-Viceroy otfers
the Palace to Mr. Grattan and his heirs a~ a reward for his services-
Objects of the Government in makin:;!,' the offer-Dlsco\-ered hy the
indiscretion of the Secretary, Co!. Fltzpatnck-Hls character-Real
objects developed-Mr. Grattan's friends decline so large a grant-
Their mistaken principle-Effects of the calumnies against Ireland-
False arguments-Comparison of the conduct of England and Ire-
lanu-Comparative loyalty.

I. IT is as extraord.inary as it is true, that the weaknesses
and foibles of Irish character were more strikingly dis-
played daring this important discussion, thau upon any
former occasion. A gp,nerolls, ardcnt, creulliolls, 11n-
statesman-like sensibility, appeared to haye seized upon
the whole assembly; awl even the natural quickness of
perception, and acuteness of intellect, which tile members
of that House displayed on ordinary ana trivial snbjects,
seemed totally to have forsaken them duriug this me-
morable debate--of more vital importance to the nation
than any other that had eYer taken place in the Irish
Parliament.

II. The country gentlemen of Ireland at all times bad
casuists and w:orse lawyers, appeared od this occasion to
close both their. ears ?-nd eyes, and to resign, with one
accord, all exerCise of Judgment and discrimination. The
word "unanimity" operated as a talisman amonst them
a.nd silen~.eu ,all objections. The very important observa~
bons of Su' Samuel Bradstreet and of Mr. 'Valshe were
hardly listened to with patience. Mr. Flood himself
~ed to be overwhelmed and manaclQd' and those

l
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axioms and that reasoning which were ultimately acceded
to and adopted even bv the British Ministers themselves
were on this night considered as a species of treaso~
against the purity of the British Government, and the
sincerity of the Irish Viceroy. ~o voice but that of con-
gratulatioll, joy, and confidence, could make itself heard.
Ko suspicions durst be suggested-nD murmurs durst be
uttered. The scene was new tD Ireland; and exulta-
tiDn took precedence fDr a time of both reaSDn and re-
flection.

Beauchamp Bagenal, representative for Carlow county,
so soon as the flurry of mutual congratulations had a
little subsided in the HDuse, propDsed a measure well
adapted to the circumstances of that mDment, and most
happily coincident with the sentiments of the people.
How far it had been premeditated, or arose from the
impulse of the moment, no lwrson acquainted with the
character and eccentricities of ~Ir.Bagenal could possibly
determine.

He was one of those persons, "who, born to a large
inheritance, and having no profession to interrupt their
propensities, generally made in those times the grand
tour of Europe, as the finishing part of a gentleman's
education. Mr. Bagenal followed the general course;
and on that tour had made himself very conspicuous.
He had visited every capital of Europe, and had ex-
hibited the native original character of the Irish gentle-
man at every place he visited. In the splendour of his
travelling establishment, he quite eclipsed the petty poten-
tates with whom Germany was garnished. His persoll
was fine-his manners open and generous-his spirit
high, and his liberality profuse. During his tour, he had
performed a variety of feats which were emblazoned in
Treland, and endeared him to his countrymen. He had
fought a prince-jilted a princess-intoxicated the Doge
of Venice--carried off a Duchess from Madrid-scaled
the ,valls of a convent inltaly-narrowly escaped the
Inquisition at Lisbon-concluded his exploits by a cele-
brated fencing match at Paris; and he r~turncd to Ireland
with a sovereign contempt for all contmental men .and
manners, and an inveterate antipathy to all despotic klllgs
and arbitrary governments.
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Domesticated in his own mansion at Dunleckny-sur-
rounded by a nnmerous and deyoted tenantry-and pos-
sessed of a great territory, :\Ir. Batrcnal ddcrmllH'd to
spend the reSidue of his d~tYson his llatiye soil, accordmg
to the usages and customs of country fZentlcmen; and
he was shortly afterwards returned a rcpr.esentatlYe to
Parliament for the COUlltyof Carlow, by ulllyersal accla-
mation.

Though Mr. Bagenal did not take any acti,-e part in
the general business of the Irish Parliament, he at least
gave it a good example of public spirit and high-minde~
independence. His natural talents were far above medI-
ocrity; but his singularitics, in themselves extravagant,
were increased by the intemperance of tho.se times; a~d
an excellent capacity was neutralized by mordmate dIS-
sipation. Prodigally hospitable, irregular, extravagant,
uncertain vivacious; the chase, the turf, the sod, and the
bottle, di~ided a great portion of his intellects between
them, and generally left for the use of Parliament, only so
much as he could spare from his other occupations.

However, in supporting the indepenuencc and prospe-
rity of Ireland, he al ways stood in the foremost ranks.

Liberal and friendly, but obstinate ,mu rd'ractory, above
all his contemporaries, he had a perfect inditlcrence for
the opinions of the world, when they at all uiffered from
his own; and he never failed to perform whatever came
uppermost in his thoughts, with the most perfect con-
tempt as to the notions which might be formed either of
his rectitude or impropriety.

He was one of the first country gentlemen who raised
a volunteer regiment in the county Carlow. He com-
manded several military corps, and was one of the last
Volunteer. Colo~els in Irel~nd who could be prevailed
upon to discontmue the reVIeWSof their reo-iments or to
rel~nquish that noble, patriotic, and unprec~dented' insti-
tutIOn. However, he was, on this occasion, as politically
short-sighted as he was nationally credulous. He could
se~ ~othing .but sincerity in the Viceroy, honour in the
BntIsh .Cabmet, and an eternal cordiality between the
two natIOns: and before the constitutional arranaemenLn: well.be,?un, he fancied it was completely con~luded

admiration of Mr. Grattan was unqualified and ex
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travagant; and it was with an honest zeal and pure sin-
cerity he rose to propose a measure, at that period the
most popular and gr"tifying to the Irish nation.

III. Ua \"ing Inssed many eulogiums on :\Ir. Grattan's
SCn"lCeSto Ircl:tncl, Iw zave notice of an intended motion,
" that a Committee s:lOnlcl be appointed, to consider and
repo,t what sum the Irish Parliament should grant, to
huild a suitable mansion aml purchase an estate for their
great deliverer."

In preflcing this notice, Mr. Bagel1al, full of c::mdour
and credulity, used SOllle expressions, so unfortunately
anti-prophetic, as to render them worthy of marked ob-
servation. He said, that Mr. Grattan had saved the
country from an iron age, and unequivocally restored a
golden one to his own country ft)!"ever. "By our affec-
tionate alliance with Gre:!t Britain, we shall not only be
benefitted ourselves, but shall see a beloved sister revive
from her misfortunes. This great man has crowned the
work i~n'ever; under his ausl;ices the throne of freedom
is fixed on a basis so finn, and which will ah',-ays be so
well supported by the influence the people must acquire
under his system, that, with the help of God, there is no
danger, even of Parliament itself ever being able to shake
it; nor sha,ll any Parliament be ever again profanely
styled oml1lpotent."

1\1r.Grattan attempted to make some observations, but
his voice was drowned in the general applause; and the
house adjourned without further observations.

IV. He alone now occupied the entire hearts of the
people.

They had no room for any other individual. Almost
frantic with gratitude to their deli\'crer, they cried out,
that the doctrines of Jlolynenx had triumphed in the same
place where they had before been comigncd to infamy.
But the day of those pure ancI lofty 1~clings has passed
away. A broken down constitution seldom recovers its
pristine elasticity; and that enthusiastic, proud, p::triotic
spirit which signalized the Irish. n,ation in 1782, drIven. to
its tomb bv misrule and by nlls10rtune, can never rIse
ao-aill but on some congenial crisis.

°V. 'rhe British Ministry and Parliament now lJegall to
feel their own weakness. Their intolerance degenerated

17
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into fear j and responsibility hetran to stare them in t~e
face The loss of America had been got over hy theIr
predecessors without an impeachment j but that of lre~~nd
would not have passed overwit~1 the same nnpulllty. I he
British Cabinet had already slgneu the capItulatIOn, and
thotwht it impossible to carry it too soon into executIOn.
Bills"to enact the concessions demanded bv Ireland \\"ere
therefore prepared with an expedition nearly bordering
on precipitancy. The 6th of George the First, declara-
tory of, and establishing the supremacy of England, and
the eternal dependence of Ireland on the Parliament and
Cabinet of Great Britain, was now hastily repealed, with-
ont debate, or any qualification by the British Legislature.
This repeal received the royal assent, and a copy was. in-
stantly transmitted to the Irish Viceroy, and commUlllca-
ted by circulars to the Volunteer commanders.

CHaP. LIlI. An Act, to repeal an Act made in the
sixth year of the reign of His late Majesty King George
the First, intituled, An Act for the better securing the
dependency of the kingdom of Ireland upon the crown
oj Great Britain.

"\Vhereas,an act was passed in the sixth year of the reign
of His late Majesty Killg George the First, intituhl: An
Act for the better securing the dependency of the king-
dom of Ireland upon the crown of Great Britain j may it
please your Most Excellent JIajcsty, that it may be
enacted, and be it enacted, hy the King's Most Excellent
Majesty, by and with the ad vice and consent of the lords
spiritual and temporal, and commons, in this present par-
liament assembled, and by the authority of the same, that
from and after the passing of this Act, the above ment ioned
Act, and the several matters and thiners therein con-
tained, shall be, a.nd is, and are hereby~'epealed.

Thus, the doctnne of Blackstone that venerated Druid
of English jurisprudence, who by his dictum had tried to
seal the. sla.very of the Irish people, Was surrendered as
unconstitutIOnal, and renounced by the very same leo-isla-
tu~'ethat had enacted it. As England drooped, Ir~land
raised her h~ad 1 a!1d~ora moment she Was arraved with
all the extenor mSlgma of all independent natioil.

VI. ~ll the 30th of NIay, 1782, 1\Ir.Bagenal resumed
the subJect of the reward to ~Ir. Grattan; and after 8.
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short, b11tanimated speech, moved that "£100,000 should
be granted by parliament, to purchase an estate, and build
a suitable mansion, as the reward of gratitude by the Irish
nation, {(lr his eminent services to his countrv." :\"0 mem-
ber co'uld directly oppose a measnre so mel:ited, so popu-
lar. and so honourable to the nation. :\"0 absolute mur-
1111lrwas he:lrcl; hut the nwgnitude of the Slml gave rise
to many incidental observations; and some friends of Mr.
Grattan endeavoured to impress the house with the idea
that he was altogether adverse to the measure, and
conceived that his honours and gratification would be
greater by the feeling of having served his country with-
out other reward than that arising from its pure and un-
sophisticated enjoyment.

This idea in modern times, and under Mr. Grattan's
peculiar circmnstances, ~wasconsidered less the result of
a true pride th~ll1 of a patriotic ,'anity. Roman prece-
dents were not applieahle to Ireland, alllI his paternal
estates were not sullicienlly ample to support so distin-
guished a lllan in the dignity of his station. And the
wisest friends of ::\Ir. Grattan considered sneh a grant
not as a mercenary l"ecompense, but the reward of patri-
otic virtue, confEmed by the gratitude of a nation to
elevate a deliverer.

VII. ~While the Honse seemed to hesitate as to the
wisest course of carrying the proposed grant into imme-
diate execntioH, a most unexpected circumstance took
place, which, though in its results of no important conse-
quence, forms one of the most interesting anecdotes of
Irish events, developes the insidious artifices to which the
Government resorted, and t()rms an episode without a
precedent in ancient or modern annab.

:\fr. Thomas Connolly. who. as a leading member of the
'Yhig party, had entii'~ly connecter! hImself with the
Duke of Portland; and though not holding any ministerial
office. ,vas a Priq' Councillor, and considel'l,d to be par-
ticul;{dv confidential iu the COllllCilsof the Viceroy, after
man\' (:uloQ:iulllSupon :Hr. Grattan's unparalleled services
to II:eland, stated, "That the Duke of Portland fdt
equally with the Irish people, th? high value of Ihose
services; and that he was antllOrJzed hy lIlt' Lord LlCu-
tenant to express, ill the strongest teflns, the sense he 811-
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tertained of th~ pnhlic yirtne of 1Ir. Grattan, :llHI of his
emincnt and important scn-ices to Irelalld: allil as the
hio-hest proof he could rrive of his adnuralloil aild rt.speet
fo~ tlmt distinguished p~rsonagc, he (tlIP Lord Lienll'llant)
beo-CTedto oiler. as a p:nt of the illtl'lHh-d :Irant to 3Ir.
Gr~ttan tlte ri:'ererral Palace ill tlte Plto'ili,r ParI;, to
be settl~d on :\1r. l:rattan and his heirs tllr en,r, as a
suitable residence for so meritorious a person."

VIII. The Viceroy of His l3ritannic 1Iajest y, om.ring
to a private illdh'idiwl a grallt for CL'I'/' of the King's best
palace in Ireland, was repu;,inant to the pl:lllclple of
Monarchical GO\'eml11ents; wlnle :\11'. Bagenal s propos,al
of a grant by the HOl/se of COnlJnllllS, as a reward ior
the public seryices of one of their own indepelllknt mem-
bers, appeared to the Viceroy as making the people every
thing and the administration nothing. lIe saw clearly,
that the public spirit was irresistible, and that the grant
must pass; and the Viceroy determined, at any sacrifice,
to give it a tinge of ministerial generosity, and thereby
deaden, as much as possihle, the brilliancy and etIcct of
a popular proceeding. He knew that if his proposal
through Mr. Connolly should be accepted, the grallt wonld
have very considerably changed its democratic complex-
ion, the prerogative would he I'omcwhat preselTed, and
Mr. Grattan no longer considered as cIeriving his reward
exclusively from the gratitude of his COllutrymen: the
Crown would have its share in a claim to his acknow-
ledgements j and thus the merit of the Lwour be divided
between the people and the ministcr.

This magnificent and unexampled offer, at first view,
appea~ed flattering and showy; at the second, it appeared
deceptious; and at the third, inadmissihle. Delicacy pre-
v~nted any ~ebate on the subject; and it would have
dIed away WIthout remark or observation and haye been
rejected by a judicious silence, had not the indiscretion
of C?l.onel Fitzpatrick betrayed the whole feeling and
duphclty of ~he Government? and opened the eyes of
~ani:' to the Jealousy and deslgns of His Grace's admin-
IstratiOn. Tho,ugh the, se~r~tary was extremely disposed
to serve Mr. Grattan mdividually, the entire failure of
~Plan, and ~he frigid mann~r in which the royal offer

been receIved on every SIde, hurt his official pride,
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and affected him extremely. He recollected his ministry,
hut forgot his discretion; and he could no longer restrain
himself from some observations equally ill-timed and
injl1dicious.

Colonel Fitzpatrick ,,-as the brother of the Earl of Upper
Ossory_ Though uot an expert diplomatist, he was well
selected to make his way amongst the Irish gentry. and
consequently carry into' ef!l'ct the objects of the B~'itish
ministers, and the deceptions of the Duke of Portlaud.
He was ingenuous and convivial; friendly aud familiar;
and theoretically honest, even in politics. His uame was
musical to the ear of that short-sighted community (the
Irish gentry), and his casual indiscretious in Parliament
were kindly attributed to his undesigning nature; and
of all qualities, an appearance of unguarded openness is
most imposing upon the Irish people. Bnt the office of
a minister or of a secretary is too well adapted to alter,
if not the nature, at least the hahits of a private gentle-
man; and, as a matter of course, he relinquishes his can-
dour when he commences his diplomacy.

,Vhatever his iudividual feelings might have heen as
Colonel Fitzpatrick, it is impossible that in his capacity
of secretary, .Mr.Bagenal's motion could have given him
any gratification. He declared, that "he conceived the
power of rewarding eminent men was one of the noblest
of the Royal Prerogatives, Which were certainly a part
of the constitution. He did not wish to be considered
as giving a sullen acquiescence, but he conceived that
marks of favour of this nature always appertained to the
Crown alone, and he should have \\"ished that this grant
had come from the Royal hand; hut, as the man was Ull-
precedented, so was the grant; and he hoped this would
not be considered as a precedent on future occasions."

IX. By these few, but comprehensive observations of
the Secretary, the apparently magnificent liberality of the
Viceroy appeared in its real character, and dwindled into
a narrow subterfuge of ministerial jealousy. 1\lr. Con-
nolly appeared to have travelled out of his .st~tion, and
officiously to have assumed the office of a.mlllIst~r, for a
deceptt ve purpose, and lent him.self to a little artIfice, to
trepan the Parliament and liu~ll~rate th~ peopl~..

By this rejected tender the " lug admullstratlOl1 gamed
17"
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no credit; theye\-inced a disposition to I~\1mhlethe Crown
without elevating the people, and to wmd the laurels of
both around their own temples_

The Viceroy considerec~a grant br the Comn~ons to,o
democratic; and the ParlIament considered the' Icer,oys
tender too ministerial. Mr. Grattan was a servallt of the
Irish people. and was utterly unconnected with the Bnt.lsh
Government. In every point of view, tberd,ne, the rlce-
roy's offer, at that moment, w~s ~n:propcr, '\llli d~.rogatory
alike to the Crown and the lllchndliai. 'I he' Iceroy of
Ireland proposing, on behalf of the King of England! to
Ireland's great patriot to reward his services for havmg
emancipated his country from the domination of Great
Britain, was an incident as extraordinary as had ever
occurred in any government, and, emanating from that
of Enaland, told, in a single sentence, the whole history
of her" terrors, her jealousy, her shallow artifice amI
humbled arrogance.

This proposal was linked with many other insidious
objects, but they were too obvious to be successful, and
only disclosed that shallow cunning. His Excellency
had perceived in Ireland the phenomena of a governing
people, without a ruling democracy,-an armed and un-
restrained population, possessing, without ahusing, the
powers of Sovereignty, awl tuming their authority, not to
the purposes of turbulence or.sedition, but to those of Con-
stitution, order, and tranquillity. These armed Associa-
tions, however irreproachable in their conduct, were un-
prece~ented in their [ormation, and were fairly considered
by: His Grac~ with a lively jealousy, as tending to esta-
blish a speCies of popular aristocracy, dangerous to the
very nature of the British Constitution.

X. Many friends of Mr. Grattan, or those who pro-
fessed to be so, declared he would not accept of so large
a .sum as that proposed by :Mr.Ragenal; but this was a
mlstak:n, or an ~ffected view of that subject. In fact the
grant its~lf, no~ Its amount, was the only point for digni-
fied ,cons!deratlOn: .I~owever, after a considerable dis-
CUSSIOn,it was dnnullshcd, by :\11'.Grattan's friends, to
the sum of fifty thousand pouuds, \\'hich Was unani-
:'ot~sly voted to him; and never had a reward, more

. eJ."lbyted or mor~ honourable, beeu conferred on any pat-not any nation.
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The times when civic crowns conferred honours no

longer existed; property had become essential for impor-
tance in society. The Irish Parliament had before them
a sad and recent example of the necessity of such a fP.-

ward, in the fate of Dr. Lucas, one of the best friends of
Irebnd, who had sacrificed himself to support his prin-
ciples: a man who had, so far as his talents admitted,
propagated and applied the doctrines of the great :\Ioly-
neux j and, like him, was banished, and, like him, de-
clared a traitor; who had sat a Representative for the
metropolis of Ireland; and whose statue still adorns the
Royal Exchange of Dublin: a venerable Senator, sink-
ing under the pressure of years and of infirmity, carried
into their Honse to snpport its libcrties,-sickening in
their cause and expiring in their service; a rare example
of patriotism and independence; yet suffercd to die in
indigence, and leave an orphan offspring to become the
prey of famine. 'Vith such 3, reproachful warning hefore
the nation, it was for thc pt'ople, not f;)r the Crown, to
take care that they never shonld he again disgraced by
similar ingratitude. In these degenerate times, honours
give no sustenance; and in the perverted practices of
modem policy, it is not the province of the Monarch to
reward the patriot. And this event leads the historian to
others still more important.

Upon every important debate on the claims of Ireland,
in the British and Imperial Parliaments, the native cha-
racter and political propensities of the Irish people had
been uniformly made a subject of animated discussion j
and the loyalty of that Nation to her Kings had been put
directly in issue, by both her friends and her enemies;
by the latter, as a pretext for having abrogated her Con-
stitution: by the tonner, as a detence against libel and
exaggeration; each party asserting, that the past events
of Irish history justify their reasoning, and afford evi-
dence of their respective allegations.

XI. It is, theref()re, at this important epoch highly ex-
pedient that this controversy of opinions, as to the loyalty
of the Irish people, though probably digressive, should
be decided by unequivocal historic matters of fact, unde-
niable by either party; and thereby, that the true pnncI-
pIes of n. long persecuted and calumniated people, should
be no longer mistaken nor misrepresented.
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A reference to the authentie Annals and J{eeords of
Irish Historv. indisputably pron's that the unrdenting
e.ruelties and 'misrule of their British GO\'(Tllors 111 early
ages, goading the wretched nati\'es to il:surrectioll. t(Hll1cd
the first pretext for afterwards brandlllg them wIth ~l!l
imputation of indigenous disloyalty, thereby excIllllg ~lll
inveterate prejudice agamst the Insh penple: \\'hlCh. be-
comino- hereditary. has descended. tholl2:h with dllnm-
ished ~iruleIlce, from fat.her to son' thronghout the Eng-
lish nation.

These calumnies had their full and fatal operation, as
an argument in mging the necessity of a Legislative
Union; an argnment at once refuted by reference even
to the modern events of 1782, and to the unexampled
moderation, forbearance, and loyalty of the Irish nation,
who sought only a full participation in the British Con-
stitution, though the moral and physical powers of that
ardent people were then consolidated by their patriot ism,
and rendered irresistible by their numbers, their discipline,
and their energy.

XII. At that awful crisis of the British Empin', the
Irish were an armed and triumphant people; EllglalH.l a
defeated and trembling nation. Ireland was in the bloom
of energy and of vigoUf; England Oll the couch uf dis-
comfiture and malady. And if the spirit of iudigenolls
disaffection, so falsely imputated to the Irish Nation, had,
in reality, existed, she had then fnll scope, and ample
powers, to pursue and effect all its dispositions for an
eternal separation.

It is not, however, by modern or isolated events alone,
that a fair judgment can be formed of the characteristic
attributes of any nation; still less so of a worried and mis-
governed people. It is only by recurring to remoter
periods, thence tracing, step by step, the conduct of Ireland
throughout all her provocations, her miseries and her
pe~secutions, and then comparing the extent 0'[ her suf-
f~rlt1gs, her ~ndura~ce, and her loyalty, with those of her
sls~er countnes dunng the same periods, that the compa-
rative charac~er of ~th can be)llstly appreciated, and
those caluml1les which have weighed so heavily on her
reput~tion be effectually refuted .
. It IS a. matter. of indisputable fact, that during the
twenty reIgns which succeeded the first submission of the
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Irish princes, the fidelity of Ireland to the British mo~
narchs was but seldom interrupted, and that Irish soldiers
were not unfrefluentJy brought over to England, to defend
their English sovereigns against the insurrections of
English rebels. ~ ~

But when we peruse the authenticated Llcts of British
annals during the same twenty reigns, we find an unex-
tinguishable spirit of disaffection to their princes, and that
an insatiable thirst for rebellion and disloyalty signalized
every reign, and almost every year of British history,
during the same period; that above thirty civil wars
raged within the English nation; four of their monarchs
were dethroned; three of their kings were murdered, and
during four centuries, the standard of rebellion scarcely
ever ceased to 'wave over some portion of that distracted
island; and so deeply had disloyalty been engrafted in
the very nature of the British nobles and British people,
that insurrection and regicide, if not the certain, were
the expected cOnSe(JllCncesof every coronation.

Through these obsen'ations, the eye of England will
at length be directed to these events. They .."ill then be
convinced that there lurked within the bosom of Great
Britain herself the germs of a disquietude more unre-
mitting, a licentiousness more inflammatory, a fanaticism
more intolerant, and a political agitation more dangerous
and unjustifiable, than any which even her most inveterate
foes can justly extract from an impartial history of the
libelled country.

This short digression must have the advantage of illus-
trating the principles which led to the transactions of
1798 and 1800, those gloomy epochs of Irish calamity;
it may rnlighten that dark and profound ignorance of
Irish Historv and transactions which still obscure the
intellect of the English people, and even leads members
of the united Parliament to avow that utter i2"lloranceof
the very country and people as to whom they~were at the
same moment so severely legislating. Those men are
surely the most injurious to the general tranquillity of a
state, the collected power of united nations, and the
safety of the common weal, whose. prejudices ignorance
and bigotry lead them by .wantOl~ IrrItatIOn to engender
uncongenial feeliuas in Clght llllllJons of so powerful,
ardent, and genero~s a portion of the empire.
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CHAPTER XII.

Epitome of Irish History-Treacheroll'i_ sY'item of the F.ng-lish Cr:vcrn-
ment-Fir'it Irish l:nion-:--econel 1.:n1On comparel! Wllh the tlr-t-
King Henry's Acts in Ireland-His plan to decimate tbe nalJon-He
relinquished his dominion onr lrdanu-Abortlvc attempts to C010lllZe
-Totally failed.

I. THE Irish annals, thongh more imper(;'cf, ran he tr:lccd
by tradition farther back than those of England .. l\nClent
records and other eVIdence also of a most llldlspntahle
nature,' of the eighth and preceding centuries, prove that
in the earliest ages lreland had been the scat ot hterature,
arts and refinement; and scarcely a year passes without
disdovering st.rong proofs of her former wealth, skill, and
magnificence." She first degenerated nnder the 1m:) sIan
of northern barbarians; and while England profited by
the intercourse of her great and accomplislled CO!Hj \lerors,
Ireland had retrograded under the ignorance ami brutality
of hers.

By the great hattle of Howth, her Danish tyrants were
at length exterminated, and' Ireland was gradually re-
covering her original prosperity, when she found that

• Some English writers, of the best authority, acknowled:.;e the hig:h
state of learning and civilization, which exi':'!ed in Irdanel during Ibe
early ages; and numerous works and manuscripts now in the Vatican
and the Royal Library at Paris, put the truth of that fact beyond all ques-
tion. The variety and exquisite workmanship of ornaments and weapons
of 30lid gold, still occasionalJy found buried in the bogs of Ireland, leave
no doubt that great metallic wealth and superior skiil once existed in
that country, and that some of the arts were cultivatea there to an al most
unexampled perfection. The author has seen a solid piece of vjr~in
gold, found in one of the Wicklow gold mines, about twenty-eight miles
from Dublm, larger than a racket ball, and a great quantity of smaller
dImenSIOns: :rhe mmes extend many mdes up the bea of a shallow
stream, Sprlll,~Jl1,~from the chffs m the mountains. Ana an Irish statute
in the reign of Henry the Fourth, prohibiting the native Irish from using
g:old .stmu.ps and bridles, is a convincing proof that, even since the Eng-
!ish IDvaslOn, sumptuary laws were judged proper to restram the remain-
Ing llmdency to profuse splendour among the Irish chieftains.
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she had only changed the name, not the nature of her
slavery.

It was at this commencement of her convalescence and
before the Irish monarch had as yet been able to reform
the chiefs or re-establish his authority that a band of
~ritish adyenturers, headed by Stiguel'Strongbow, a Bri-
tIsh nobleman, abetted by the subtlety and practices of a
vicious native chieftain, the treacherous Mac l\Iurrouah
landed in Ireland, with a view to mend their fortunes "'by
conquest, and by plunder.

Earl Strongbow found in Ireland a powerful but a dis-
jointed people, who though they had regained their in-
dependence, were still divided by jealous factions-
enfeebled by civil warfare, and dispirited by the dread of
recurring contests. He found it a worn down, palsied
nation, well adapted to become a prey to the impression
of arms, or the wiles of treachery. He ,,'as lavish in the
use of both. She struggled much with these disciplined
adventurers j but her vigom had been exhausted by her
civil contests, and, though occasionally victorious, her
energy had declined, ami her powers were but inter-
mitting. As her strength failed, her terrors augmented j
and she was finally iuduced to listen to the deceptious
representations of Strongbow and ]\Iac J\Iurrough; and
after an inefli.,ctual resistance she fell beneath the mingled
pressure of arms and of seduction. At a conference in
1170, her Chieftains were told nearly in the same words
which disgraced her Parliament in 1800, that there could
be no remission of her internal feuds, no protection against
future massacres, but by a voluntary sacrifice of that mis-
chievous and agitating independence, which she had so
uselessly enjoyed, aud was so unavailingly contending for,
but that, if united to the tlomishiug and powerful realm
of Britain, its benevolent and potent monarch 'would then
find it to be the interest of his empire to arrest all her
feuds, and promote her prosperity.

II. Though the spirit of national independence still
lingered in the country, her heart was broken; the melan-
choly recollection of feuds, of defeats, and misfortunes,
made a powerful impression on the jealous and divided
leaders. Mac Murrough's treachery had destroyed all
confidence amongst the Princes-discord had torn the
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Royal Standard of the Irish Monarch-the Chieftains
had no general rallying station to colh'ct tlte]r powcrs
they submitted to the invaders, and each stipulated f~r
himself, and influcnced his Kcrnes* to a reluctant capI-
tulation.

The choice of difficulties and dangers. or of re,,'ards
and honours, was held out to the most obdllrate opponents
of British annexation. Some leaders were gained by
specious promises of territory; many were beguiled by
the assurance of future protection, and a large portion
of the chieftains at length yielded to tlte s\vay of a British
sceptre.

But this submission nerer was unanimous. Many who
would have resisted it to the last extremity, were dismayed
and scattered; many who retained the power to resist it,
were terrified or corrupted; and though the acquisition
of the entire island appeared to have been effected by the
adventurers, the appearance was fallacious. However,
the English Strongbow gained great honours for his
achievement, the Irish Mac Murrough obtained great
rewards for his treachery, the adn;ntllrers were com-
pensated at the expense of the natives: and the First
Union of Ireland with Britain, in the year 1I73, received
a royal assent and consnrnrnation from the Second Henry.

It is very remarkable, that though the occurrences
were so different, the persons so dissimilar, and the periods
so remote, the circumstances attending this first annexation
of Ireland cannot be reflected on without the memory
also recurring to the circumstances of the last. Though

.. Kernes were a species of followers who attended the Irish Chief-
tams, ready to execute any busiJCIess~o which their palrons might order
f!1em. The ChIefs generally gamed Importance with the King in propor-
bon to the n~mber of Kernes he could produce, when the King had occa-
SIon for the~r assIstance: and when a Chief made terms for himself he
generally sl1P.ulated for his Kernes into the bargain. '
. They deSI?lsed any. mdependent mode of livelihood' and often lived
In a state of expectatIon on their Chief, or by the p~blic. This race
seems not to have been totally ext met In Ireland, in ]800, though they
then eXIsted under the denommatlOn of gentlefolks. See the fac simile
~ ~r. Robert Crowe's leiter, annexed to this volume respectinO' Lordh ereagh's treaty wjt~ tl~e Earl of Belvidere, to imrdhase tlessrs.
.. ox:;d Crowe ~two ot ~IS Lordship's members): Witnessed by the

v .. Usher, his LordshIp's chaplain.-Litera scripta manet.
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Cornwallis was not Strongbow, though Castlereagh was
not .MacJVIurrough,though the Peers were not Princes,
and the Commons were not Kernes; and though nearly
seven centuries had intervened between the accomplish-
ment of these unions, it is impossible not to recognize in
their features a strong family resemblance.

Henry lost no time in repairing to the Irish metropolis,
where, in great state he received the allegiance of his new
but reluctant suhjects; and feasted the Irish Princes in a
style of magnificence and splendour unusual in those
times. But his banquets were those of policy, his splen-
dours were founded on contempt, and before the games
and rejoicings which accompanied those celebrated feasts
were yet entirely terminated, the beards of Irish Kings
had been pulled by the vassals of the English monarch."

III. Henry, on his return to England, soon perceived
that the submission of such a people, effected by such
means, could never be permanent; that his Irish sove-
reignty, if not actually precarious, must he inevitably
embarrassing. He found that his narrow revenues were
inadequate to the expenses of perpetual and desultory
warfare; and truly conceived, that the most certain,
cheap, and feasible mode of retaining his new subjects in
due subjection, would be by fomenting the jealousies
which had reduced them to his authority, and aggravating
those feuds which he had promised to extinguish; and
thus, by alternately fostering and depressing the contend-
ing factions to embroil them in eternal contests, and leave
them no strength to regain their independence when they
returned to their reason.

This system of misrule, connecting a decrease of their
resources with an increase of their ignorance, had then a
powerful operation in keeping down the people; and this

* Henry had a temporary palace erected on Hoghill (now 81. Andrew
Street), Dublin, where he entertained such Irish princes as acknowledged
him for .their liege lord. The singularity of their dress and manners
were subjects of amusement and ridicule to Henry's courtiers. He en-
tertained them on a feast of storks, a bird never eaten in Ireland. These
banquets, which lasted nine days ended without any permanent advan-
tage to Henry. ::\lost of the princes and chiefs considered themselves
insulted by the familiarity of his ~ollowers, and return~d home WIth a
full determination to reassert their mdependence and reSIst IllS authOrity
on the first favourable opportWlity.

18
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same fundamental and fan)l1rite principle of governing Ire-
land has been dI,'r:ti \-cly adopted by en'ry king, llsufjJer,
and minister of England, fOf seven llistracted r('ntune~.

Henry having discovered by: experienc? that his nonll-
nal kingdom of Ireland ,was likely to af~onl hnn, III t,he
end little more than a tertJle desert, sprlllkled on'r WIth
inv~terate enemies; and that neither peace, nor strength,
nor honour, nor what to him \ras more important, tribut~,
was likely to be the prodw~e of his ne\dy-acquired terrI-
tory, became indifTerent to its state, and left it to its destiny.

The successors of Henry also perceiving that they
possessed but a naked and consuming power, equally
unprofitable and precarious, formed the design of colom-
zing Ireland by English settlers; who, connecting them-
selves by affinity with the uncultivated natives, would
improve their habits and gradually introduce a growing
attachment to the English people.

IV. This theory was plausible and meritorious; but the
propensities of human nature were not calculated on in
the execution i the pr~ject was merely abstract, uncon-
nected with any general system of wise or conciliatory
government: and the attempt at colonization, instead of
producing in the Irish a more congenial fi?eling only con-
firmed their hatred, increased their powers, and became
one of the keenest thorns that ever pierced the side of
British governments.

There is something cordial, open, and joyous, in the
native Irish character, which never fails to attract and
seldom to attach, strangers who reside amongst that peo-
ple. Even their errors become contagious by protracted
intercourse; and the habits and propensities of the host
and of the domiciliated foreigner become quickly and
almost imperceptibly assimilated.

Th.is malady bccam: almost epidemic amongst the
colol1lst~,whom the pohcy of England had vainly sent
over to Improve .the people. On all important occasions,
the new race e:ll1ced a more than ordinary attachment to
the place of theIr settlement, and vied with the Irish in an
i'!-veterate l~ostility~othe domination of their own compat-
lIots; and III the dIrect descendants of those British colo-

J ~ts, .England has since found many of the most able, dis-
, tiDguished, and persevering of her political opponents.
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CHAPTER XIII.
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Ireland kept in a state of oppression and turbulence--Elizabeth becomes
Queen- Character public and private of Queen Elizabeth-Henry
the VIlI.-Fanaticism of the English-True principles of tolerance-
Union of religion and political fanaticism-Religious schisms excited
through Luther-Violent dissensions-The Irish roused--Cruel tyran-
nyof Elizabeth-Earl of Tyrone excites the Irish-Extract from his
speech-General rising of the Irish and old English colonists-Im-
mense slaughter-Confiscation of whole provinces to Elizabeth-Ac-
cession of James the First-Comparison with Elizabeth-His wise
maxims-Conciliatory principles-Its full success---Charles the First-
Disloyalty of the English-Ireland desolated by Cromwell.

I. The English monarchs, disappointed in this plausible
project, perceived that colonizatiun was a hopeless expe-
dient, and became more inveterate against "the degene-
rate English of the Pale," than against the aboriginal
natives; and for some centuries in every contest of the two
nations, a full proportion of the Brit;sh settlers, or of their
descendants, fell by the executioner, or under the sword of
their own countrymen. Through the same vicious policy
by which Ireland had been kept in perpetual warfare, it
remained in a state of ignorance, misery, and turbulence,
when Elizabeth, one of the most sagacious of rulers, and
the most unprincipled of women, succeeded to the throne,
and to the vices of her father.

Compared with later periods, Elizabeth's sphere of
action was contracted. Compcued with modern times, her
reign was a reign in minature. But at all times it would
ha ve been considered a reign of talent, and in all countries
a reign of tyranny. ~

II. She was well adapted to rule over a nation, where,
if she governed with success she might govern despotically.
The uncontrolled tyranny of her father, had prepared her
subjeC'tsto admire any thing on their throne superior to a
mOllster. 'rhe imbecility of her brother was contrasted
with the viguur of her own intellect; and she. assumed
the British sceptre, with all the advantages which expe-
rience and expectation could excite m a worned people.
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Her reizn is celebrated as the most 2'lorious and 'ldmired
era of Bt:itish history: but. with all its nlf'rits, it owed
much of its celebrit\: to the darkness of till' times, the
habitual slavery of 'the people, the sex of thl' mOllarch,
and the talents of the ministry. Awl Charles afterwards
lost his head, and James his throne, for aSSUmill2'a small
portion of that despotic rule which is eulogized by the
biographers of their female predecessor. .

The wisdom of Elizabeth was not the wisdom of plnlo-
sophy. It was a penetrating sagacity, prompt, vigilant,
and inflexible. The ener2'V of her resolution, and her
profound dissimulatioll, sl~i.inounted what her physical
powers would have been unable to accomplish; at home,
she was despotic, ahroad, she was victorious; by sea, by
land, by negotiation, she was every way successful. The
external glory of England arose under her administration.
Providence seemed to pardon her disregard of moral
principles, and to smile even upon the vices of this
celebrated female. 'rhe people admired her, because
she was a successful queen; and she liked the people,
because they were submissive vassals. By the acutl;ness
of her discrimination she chose ahle ministers. They
served her with fidelity, because they feared her anger
and they flattered her vanities, because it prolonged her
favour. But they served her at their peril; and she
selected and sacrificed them with equa.l policy and in-
difference.

She affected learning, and she professed religion. In the
one she was a pedant without depth; and in the other,
she was a bigot without devotion. She plundered her
peo~le, to be i~dependent of her parliaments; and she
bulhed the parhamen~s to be independent of the people.
She was fr?ga~ of theu money where she had no passion
for expendlllg It; and she was generous to her favoutites
for her own gratification.

Magna Charta.ha~ been tr.af!lP~edon by a succession of
!yrants. The prmclples of cIvil liberty had been forgotten
Ill.the cOll!ltry; and, throughout the whole course of her
reIgn, Elizabeth assiduously laboured to retain her
t;0ple in the most profound" ignorance of constitutional

eedom.
The W01.'dmercy was banished from her vocabulary.
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Her administration as to Ireland where she expenenced
no restraint, gave the strongest proofs that she felt no
compunctions. In her nature there was no feminine soft-
ness to moderate her cruelties; no moral scruples to
arrest her conscience; no elevated generosity to contract
her dissimulation. Though she was mistress of the great
qualities, she was a slave to the little ones; * and though
the strength of her judgment somewhat restrained the
progress of her vices, she was intrepid but harsh, trea-
cherous, and decisive; even the spirit of murdered Mary
conld not appall her fortitude. The eyes of the people
were closed by the brilliancy of her successes, and the
crimes of the woman were merged in the popularity of

• Mr. Hllme's life and character of Queen Elizabeth appear altogether
irreconcileahle to each other. In his delineation of her character, he
states her to be a princess of the most" magi/ai/imolls 1"irt1lcs" In the
anecdotes of her life, he states her to have heen gnilty of as tyrannic,
crne!, and treacherous actions as any crowne,l he'lli (Richar,l excepted)
that ever tilled the throne of England. Amon}'."stnumerous other exam-
ples of her" magi/allillwI/' 1";rtll(8," :\lr. Hume detaj]s her interview
with the Lord Chancellor Bacon, when Her :\lajesty declared with nhe-
mence, that she would order 1\1r.Hayward, an innocent inoffensive man,
to be put upon the rack and tortured, solely because he had translated
some passages of Tacitus, which Her Majesty's ignorance of that author
permitted her to suppose were Hayward's own composition, and were
intended to rellect upon herself.

Mr. Hume's allempt to apologise for the despotic conduct of Elizabeth
certainly requires a nryample apology for himself. He says, H She
did not always do what was bcst, but she did what was usual;" the
most tyrannic' political principle evcr m'owed by any modern historian.
'Vllat 'was " ben" was her imperative duty as a Soverei~n, what was
" usual" (after the reig'ns of her father and her sister) mu;t be the apol-
ogyof a tyrant, shelterin,g the commission of cmue under the protection
of precedt/d. Mr. Hume mi~ht as justly excuse her errors by the pre-
cedent of the Emperor of :\lorocco, who makes the same apolo!.;y for
shooting one of his subjects every morning as a matter of amU5€ment,
because it was uwal, Had some of :\Ir. Hume"s antitheological essays
been published in the Iei~n of his favonrik Elizabeth, the author cer-
tainly would have retracted either on the rack, or among the faggots,
every eulogium on her" magnanimous virtues."

As a further exemplification of Elizabeth's "ma,.,"11animous virtues,"
Mr. Hume states also (vo]. v. page 449), a leller of that Queen, to the
Earl of Sussex, exp~essing her displ~asure, that proper sererity had
not been exerctsed a,.,«alllstsome EIlgltSI lIlsurgents, althoup;h It appeared,
that his Lordship h~d previollsly hanged above clght hllildn'd ot them
to gratify his mistress. However, thts was mercltul, In companson wllh
her orders to Carew and MountJOY, a5 to the Insh.18*
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the monarch. Such was the British princess, who first
projected an extirpation of the aboriginal Irish: and she
soon discovered and put mto action the lllOst deadly
weapon to eflect her purposes. _ ...

III. Her father, Henry, the Nero of Bntish l11story,
had assumed, as a pastime, the trade of a theolo'!~sl;
and changing his religion as often as he decapitated his
consorts, at length settled his ycering faith, hy declaring
himself a Reformist, with the most 11l11[ualifiedintolerance.

Theological disputes, after this important auxiliary to
the Reformation, altogetber divested the minds of lllen of
the attributes of common reason: and the hlac kest enor-
mities were considered as the m~st holv virtues, if they
corresponded with the fanaticism o( deluded inwgi-
nations.

Henry's seetarial versatility had extended not only to his
subjects, but to his children. Mary and Elizabeth had
embraced adverse teuets with equal pertinacity; and the
whole population of England plunged at once, under the
cloak of religion, into thl) commission of the very crimes
which were prohibited by its precepts.

One moment of calm unhig-ottecl reflection must con-
vince every man, not Oldy of the follr, hut of the impiety
of such controversies. The point is plain, the dogma
simple, that no human authority should control man, as
to his choice of what words he may utter, \V hat language
he may adopt, what posture he may choose, or what cere-
monies he may practice, in the abstract act of piously
supplicating the mercy of his Creator.

Common sense, however, had taken its flight from Eng-
land j and the doctrines of Martin Luther, not a founder,
but a fanatical Reformist, soon became the greatest
scourge that had ever been laid in chastisement upon a
sinful people.

Hi~ doctrine~,. which p~ofessed only to simplify the
exerclse~ of I?lvI~e worshIp, to purify religion hom the
dros.s ~vI~hwhIch It ha~ amalgamated through priestcraft,
!o dmulllsh the mystenes of Revelation, and reconcile the
mconsistc.neies of C~ristian theori~s, failed in its professed
~ndJ and mstantly kmdled a fanatl~ fire which enveloped
ill Its. flam~s the reason of mankmd; and which, daily
supplied WIth new fuel, has continued to the present day
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alternately smothering and blazing, and consuming, with
an inextinguishable violence.

IV. The incendiaries of modern times have preserved
this destructive fire for their own purposes. They per-
ceived that the return of reason must be the death of
fanaticism, and that discord amongst a people would not
survive the extinction of religious prejudice, without the
aid of some new excitement; political feuds have been
therefore cultivated, as theological ones were losing
ground; and a novel and complicated system of discord
has been invented which, by artfully entangling the theory
of politics with the theories of religion, and fallaciously
affecting to render their combination inseparable, has per-
petuated animosities which were declining with rapidity.
And this culpable and insidious policy appears to have
been most sedulously and successfully cultivated in
Ireland.

Elizabeth, even in those early times, well knew the
efficacy of this species of weapon, to inflame, to divide,
and to conquer.

The Reformation (now fully established in England)
furnished her with a weapon for the general subjugation
of Ireland, more fatal and effective than the keenest sword
which had been whetted by any of her predecessors for
the same purpose.

V. The later of the English settlers in Ireland had
embraced the novel doctrines of Luther. The natives
and the old English colonists adhered to the original
faith. This portion of the people, therdore, perse-
cuted and stigmatised, snnk into ignorance; and, hunted
down as outlaws, fillding no protf!ction but with their
chiefs, allcl 1/0 instruction but from their clergy, naturally
attached tllemsclves to both with a savage fidelity. Eliza-
beth took ad,'antage of every circmnstance to attain her
objects. The ref(mnation was not only proclaimed, but
enft)rced in Ireland with unexampled rigor. A few adopt-
ed, most rejected, but noue comprehended it. Elizabeth
havillg lighted the firebrand at both ends, tossed it amongst
the people. The sects t()ught around it, aud Elizabeth's
officers gave out, "ReC,JrIll," as the watch-word of the
combatallts, and the pretext It)r exterminatioll.

The contending factions massacred each other without
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mercy or compunction, and without any intelligible reason
for their individual animosities.

The famished, harassed people, in the midst of blood
and flame, naturally became alive to every feeling, and
susceptible to every argument, which could show then:
the way to even a prospect of alleviation. Their duets
and their clergy were their only instructors, who in !he
wild, strong, persuClsive IClnguClgeof their cOllntry, Im-
pressed in glowing figures on the shivering multitude, the
excesses of their misery, fired their irritClble minds by a
distant prospect of deliverance, Clndharrowed up all the
feelings of hatred to their oppressors, which torture and
famine had implanted in their bosoms.

Elizabeth proceeded systematically in her projects.
She first ordered the performance of the Catholic worshIp
to be forcibly prohibited in Ireland. She ordered the
rack to be employed, and directed her officers to torture
the suspected Irish. She ordered free quarters on the
peasantry to gratify her soldiers, and rouse the natives to
premature insurrections. Her executioners were ordered
to butcher them without mercy. Religion W:J.S abolished
by martial law, and Divine worship prohibited under
pain of death.

This curious order of Queen Elizabeth remains still on
record. By her instructions to the Deputy of Munster
(C.arew) in 1598-9, on his going over to carry her exter-
mmating schemes into execution in that country, she au-
thorizes her officers to "put suspected Irish to the rack,
and to torture "them when they should find it conveni-
ent." Carew fulfilled her Majesty's instructions to their
full extent, and at the conclusion of his government she
had the satisfaction of finding that Munster was nearly
depopulated.

It is here well worthy of reflection that the exercise of
f~eequarters ar:d n.rartiallaw, the su~pension of all muni-
CIpal COUl1s of JustIce, the discretional application of the
torture to sl.lspected persons, executions in cold blood,
and the vanous measures which Mountjoy and Carew
and the other officers of Elizabeth practised in Ireland by'~ th .. ,
d' r au onty 111 15~8-9,were again judged to be expe-17;taud were agam resorted to with vigour in the years

9, two hlmdred years after they had been practised
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by the ministers of Elizabeth. The ruinous misrule of
Ireland for nearly two centuries, and the errors of Eliza-
beth's barbarOllSpolicy, are proved beyond all controversy
by the extent of improyement in Ireland, and in the habits
of tbe Irish people, in a very few years, under the mild
and benevolent administration of James the First, her
successor, and the adoption by him of a system of govern-
ment diametrically the reverse of that which had been
practised by Elizabeth, proves that Ireland advanced
more in loyalty, prosperity, and civilization, under a tem-
perate and conciliating administration in a few years,
than in four centuries of coercion and severity; a prece-
dent which should never have been lost sight of by Bri-
tish ministers, but to which they seemed too long to have
been either entirely blind, or criminally inattentive. Ire-
land ne\'er was governed, nor ever can be ruled, by any
coercive system, and those who think otherwise know
little of her character.

Harassed by every mode that the ingenuity of oppres-
sion could inflict or dictate, the natives, already barbarisecl
by ~ervitude, became savage by irritation; and at length
the whole population, wrought up to frenzy, flew into
resistance, and have been libelled as traitors to the Bri-
tish crown for asserting the indefeasible rights of human
nature, and claiming the enjoyments of civil liberty, for
which their allegiance to Elizabeth was only a "condi-
tion subsequent."

IV. The Earl of Tyrone, an Irish chieftain, was a man
of great talents, and for those days a powerful leader.
Skilful, courageous, and persevering, he raised the stan-
dard of insurrection against the goverlnnent of Elizabeth.
He represent;?d to the wretched natives in the animating
colours of uncultivated eloqnence: "The miseries they
had been enduring under the tyranny of their oppressors."

He presented to their view the proclamation of Eliza-
beth to extinguish for ever the religion of their ancestors.
He told them, "that the power of endurance had arrived
at its final limits, that an attempt for their liberation

• This principlp has "ince become an acknowleuged maxim, and com-
ponent part of the British constitution: yet was violated in Ireland by
\Villiam, the same prince through whose usurpation it was established.
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though unsuccessful, could not even by its failure aggra-
vate their miseries. That death would be the worst they
could experience by hattie, and that death was prcft'rable
to the slow tortures they were enduring, the famine nnder
which they languished, and the desolation of their L1Il1ilies:"

He impressed upon their heated minds, that "thelr
lands were overrun bv foreign soldiers; their homes plun-
dered or enjoyed by the butchering bands of an English
female; that their race of princes had becomn a family
of slaves, and their clergy had been exncuted as the guil-
tiest felons :" and he invoked them, "in the name of their
country, by the memory of their ancestors, and the holi-
ness of their religion, to rise as one man, and liberate all
from their tyrants." Nor can an impartial reader of Irish
and English history deny that there .was great crimes in
Elizabeth's government, and much justice in Tyrone's
representations.

The event was a general insurrection of the aboriginal
natives, aided by a great number of the English settlers,
who had become connected by affinity with the Irish
chieftains. But in all such contests, a multitudn of nu"ked
insurgents, without arms, without ollicers, without any
discipline or much subordination, without any of the ne-
cessary requisites, except courage and numbers, which
could resist a trained and accoutred army, must naturally
be defeated, and, if defeated, have seldom reason to ex-
pect mercy from the cOl1l1uerorsi such was the fate of
Tyrone and his followers.

VII. At the conclusion of these dreadful campaigns,
though the Irish people had been diminished by nearly a
moi~ty, and though the entire of Ulster, and a great pro-
portloll of the other provinces, were confiscated to her
Majesty,'" Elizabeth had not sated the voracity of her
mucour. The chiefs had been reduced to beggary, the
clergy had been ex~cuted, the people slaughtered, their
towns destroyed, th~lr ca~tles razed; yet still she felt that
Ireland was not extwguzshed. Though under the weight

• A circumstantial account of this most san~ujnary insurrection was
afterwards publ1shed under the immediate authority of the Queen.
Though t~e Pecca.ta H,benlla, as a hIstory, cannot be an impartial one,
~re !8 a ~pecl~8 of horrid candour ~ns through the pages of that

whi£h pves It altogether strong claims to a partial authenticity.
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of such an enormous pressure, the chiefs still breathed,
but it was the breath of vengeance. The clergy were re-
cruited from inveterate sources i and even the very name
of England and Reformation was rendered detestable by
the savage cruelties of Elizabeth's Reformers.

Similar efforts of that determined and indefatigable
Princess to crush the Irish people were renewed, resisted,
and persevered in during her long reign. Ireland appear-
ed to Elizabeth as a country of Hydras; every head she
severed produced a numher of new enemies: she slaugh-
tered and she burned, but she could not exterminate;
and, at length, she expired, leaving Ireland to her S11C-.
cessor, more depopulated, impoverished, desolated, igno-
rant, and feeble, but in principle more inveterate and not
more subdued, than the day on which she received its
sceptre.

VIII. James the First, unfortunately for his own fame,
succeeded to so gaudy a reign as that of Elizabeth. A
great proportion of his bettcr qualities was thrown away
upon the English ?\ation. Intoxicated by the renown
and splendour of Elizabeth's successes, they undervalued
the advantages of tranquillity and of improvement. An
English Queen of powerful talents, and a Scottish King
of moderate capacity; a woman of undaunted fortitude,
and a man of personal imbecility; a proud, magnificent,
and dignified female; an awkward, shambling, unaffected
Monarch, drew down the sarcasms of superficial ridicule
upon one of the best reigns for the internal and prospec-
tive happiness of the people.

James's system of government \\'as as distinct as possible
from that of his predecessor's. ,Yhile the reign of Eliza-
beth abounded in wars abroad and despotism at home,
that of James was tranquillity en'ry where; the rudiments
of civil liberty slO\dy and gradually advancing, at length
became \"Cryvisihle in the results of his mild and pacific,
though whimsical administration. Bnt it was in Ireland
that the government of James was most remarkable and
most for/unate; for the sword, the torture, the execu-
tioner, and desolation, he substituted improvement and
well re"ulatcd justice. He sent not a Mountjoy llor a
Carew to inflame and massacre; he sellt Davies and Petty
to im-estigate and to instruct, to reform and tranquilizp.
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They sought to convince the natives, by examples and by
reasonin~ that their ancient laws and customs were less
just than~~he laws of England; and by. pr~ctisitlS"..as ~ar
as circumstances could admit, those prInciples ot jllStICe
which they so earnestly recommended, gave the people
the very best proofs of the integrity of their intentions.

James had been taught, by experience, that loyalty t.o
Monarchs never can be compulsory,. it is not loyalty If
it be not principle, and it cannot be principle if it be not
voluntary: past events in Scotland and in England had
proved to James, that the loyalty of force is but the lucid
interval of insurrection. He therefore sought to persuade,
not to subdue, his Irish subjects; and, to moderate their
feelings, and to render them susceptible of persuasion, he
thought it necessary to give them overt acts of his own
moderation."

Himself a bigot of the first order, yet he knew how to
make allowances for the same vice in others; he knew that
religious persecution is the assassin of morality, and he
substituted his pen for his sword to reform his subjects.
Thus James, a most bigoted Protestant Monarch, by
tranquillity and moderation, by wise measures and whole-
some instruction, conciliated, and governed in peace and
improvement, a nation of rude and exasperated Catholics,
still bleeding from the scourge and the sword of his pre-
decessor; and by that conduct James laid the basis of
whatever civilization that country afterwards attained to.

The reign of James amply demonstrates that Irish
loyalty was fully commensurate with royal tolerance;
and. that. whilst plots against his life, and conspiracies
agl;u.nsthiS throne, abounded in England, and debased the
Bn~lsh ch~racter, a Catholic population in Ireland re-
l11allledfal~hful to a bigoted Protestant of England "
and by theIr conduct, dur~ngthis reign, unequivocally dis-
proved the charge of native disloyalty. Their advance-

.• It can~ot be controverted that many acts of civil injustice were com-
mItted by ChIchester and other officers of James in Ireland under colour
of the Commi,sion of Escheats, anu of uefective titles ,,'hich can only
~ palliated by a companson \nth the reign he succeeded to, and the
tunes he lived Ill; at all events the reign of James the first was the
only tru~ypaternal Government ever experienced by Ireland, from its first
811nexation to the present day.
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menl in civilization amply repayed both the people and
the monarch; and it is deeply to be regretted, that no
government of England followed the same course, to
tranquilize a country, whose turh1!lence has ever been a
theme lor their calumnies and thcu seventy.

However, Providence had decreed that,. with the ex-
ception of James the First, whether kings, or queens, or
usurpers, were the rulers of Great Britain, the same de-
structive and desolating system should be adopted as to
Ireland; all nations, save her, had some intervals of tran-
quillity; she had none; and the more she sufl:ered in the
cause of royalty, the more she was branded with the
charge of disaffection.

IX. "When Charles the First succeeded to the throne,
the doctrines of Luther "wereyielding fast to new sects in
England. The united standard of bigotry and of treason
was now elevated by the Puritans far above the sphere of
all former sectaries; and the British Constitution (snch
as it was in those times) was, at once, demolished eyen to
its foundation. Rebellion and hypocrisy marched hand
in hand triumphantly over its ruins; and the intolerance
of Mary and of Elizabeth only changed its garb, but re-
tained its principles, in the practice of Cromwell.

The English Commons House of Parliament renounced
its allegiance, cashiered the Lords, extinguished the epis-
copacy, and dethroned their King. The English Rebels
subdued him; the Scots betrayed him; conjointly they
beheaded him; but Ireland upheld him. She combated
his murderers, and, as the reward of loyalty, she met the
fate of Rebels." The wrecks of Cromwell's desolation
still appear scattered over every part of Ireland; blood
that had escaped the massacres of Elizabeth was only
reserved to flow under the sword of usurpation; and
Cromwell has the credit of having done his business more
effectually than any of his predecessors. He cooped up
the surviving Irish in a contracted district, confined the
clergy nearly to one country, confiscated two thirds of

• So fireat a hatred did the English Parliamentarians entertain against
the Iri,h Royalists, that they ordered "No quarter to be given by their
troops to Irish Soldiers." This order was, for a short time, strictly ad-
hered to; but Prince Rupert, on the King's part, making retaliation, this
Inost sanguinary measure wa~quickly rescinded.

19
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Irish territory, and stained his sanguinary career by indis-
criminate massacres in every fortress that resisted him.

Never was any Rebel so triumphant as he was in Ire-
land; yet it is impossible to deny, that perhaps a less
decisive or less cruel general than that splendid usurper,
might, by lenity have increased the misery, in prolonging
the warfare, and have lengthened out the sanguinary
scenes of an unavailing resistance. But it is remarkable
that Charles, the graceless son of the decapitated monarch,
on his restoration, confirmed under his seal the confisca-
tions against the Irish royalists, and actually regranted
th~ir estates and territories to the heirs and descendants
of his father's murderers.
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Restoration of the Stuart dynasty - Usurpation of 'William - Ireland
remained loyal-Comparison of the people-The revolutionary prin-
ciple undefined-The Irish treated as rebels by \Villiam for their loy-
alty to their King-Character of William the Third-Contiuued op-
pression and malgovcrnment of Ireland-The Scotch and English
rebelled-Ireland remained tranquil-Comparison of the English and
Irish as to their kings-Ireland first infected by the Scotch and English
rebellions-~Ir. Pitt suppressed the spirit of insurrection in England
promptly-Suffered it to increase in Ireland.

I. IRELAxDhad now been weary of bleeding and begging
in the cause of legitimate monarchy; however, a new and
not less ruinous opportunity soon occurred of again
proving the loyalty, the perseverance, the fidelity, but the
folly of the Irish people.

The Puritans had got out of fashion, and the Stuarts
had been restored to the British sceptre. Charles the
Second, after a long and shameless reign, had by his death,
ceased to disgrace the throne and stigmatize the nation;
and England swore allegiance to his brother Jame:;:, as
her legitimate monarch, so did Ireland. His English
subjects soon became disgusted with his administration,
and privately negociated with aforeign prince to invade
their country, and dethrone their king. Heedle:;:s of their
obligation, they renounced their allegiance, recanted their
oaths: and, without a trial, drove James from his palace,
and then proclaimed his throne empty, as if vacated by an
act of voluntary abdication.

At the head of his foreign guards, 'William, unequivo-
cally an usurper, marched into the metropolis of Great
Britain, seized on the throne, and occupied the royal
palares. The unnatural desertion of Mary and of Anne
to the prince who had dethroned their parent, exhibited
to the world (whatever might have been the political errors
of their father) the most disgusting example of filial in-
gratitude, and nearly of parricide.
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Ireland had not as n.t learned those deep political
refinE'ments, the adoptiol'l of which 11OU' !!iyescOllqitutional
sanction to' the Ilrincipic of reyollltion. 'I~hat great
precedent was to ('orne from England hE'rsE'l.t. Ireland
experienced not, or at kast had not f,'lt, Janlt's s attempts
at despotism, which the English Commons had proclanlled
to be a forfeiture of his sceptre, .

The pretence of his t"olulltaryabdication, on whIch
England had proceeded to dethrone her killg-, had. :1Ot
extended its operation to Ireland, nor even been notified
to that peopll!. On the contrary, James, a monarch. de
jure and de facto, expelled from one portion of his empJn',
threw himself for protection upon the faith and the
loyalty of another j and Ireland did not shrink from
affording that protection. She defended her legitimate
monarch against the usurpation of a foreigner,. and
whilst a Dutch guard possessed themselves of tbe British
capital, the Irish people remained firm and faithful to their
king and fought against the invader.

In strict matter of fact, therefore, England became a
nation of decided rebels, and Ireland remained a cOllntry
of decided royalists. Historic records leave that point
beyond the power of refutation.

At the period of James's expulsion, even in England
the rigid of popular l'esistance, and the deposition of a
British monarch, by a simple vote of tbe Commons House
of Parliament, though exemplified by Cromwell, had no
acknowledged place in the existing constitution of the
British empire. It was then an unsanctimzed principle of
political polity; and though, in theory, according with the
original nature and essence of the social compact between
the governor and the governed, yet of the utmost difficulty
in its constructions, and dangerous in its execution. Even
n<?w~he quantity or qU3;lityof arbitrary acts and uncon-
stItutIonal practIces whIch may be deemed sufficient to
put that revolutionary principle into operation remains
still undefined, and must, therefore, be a matt~r of COl1-
flict~n~ opinions, and of most dangerous investigation;
but It IS an open argument.

II. The representatives of the people in the Commons
House,o~ Parliament are incompetent solely to enact the
most UJUmportant local statute j it is therefore not easy
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to designate the cause and crisis which may legally invest
that one branch of the Legislature with a dispensing
power as to the others, or enahle it to erect itself into an
arbitrary tribunal, to decide by its sole authority, questions
of revolution."

As to James, this difficlllty was exemplified. The
British Commons, and the Irish people, both suhjects of
the same king, entirely differed in their opinions as to
what acts, regal or despotic, could be construed into 1'01-

untary abdical'ion, a point of great importance as to
suhseqlleut events which took place in Ireland.

III. James was the hereditary king of both countries,
jointly and severally. The third constitutional estate
only of one of them (England), had deposed him by thei:
own simple vote: but Ireland had never been consulted
upon that subject; and the deposition of the King of Ire-
land by the Commons of England conld han' 1/0 para-
mount authority in Ircland, or ~mp('rsedethe rights, nnel
dispense with the loyalty, of the Irish Parliament. The
Irish people had held no treasonable intercourse with
'William i they knew him not; they only knew that he
was a foreigner, ~nd not their legal prince; that he was

• Though the Eng-lish Commons House of Parliament had taken
upon themselves to dethrone and decapItate Charles the First, on their
own sale authOrity, it will scarcely be contended, that Bradshaw and
Cromwell established any crmstztutumal precedent for a similar proceed_
ing. Yet the proceedings of the Commons, in James's case, thouo-h
more peaceable, were not more legal. "

The 1:acancy of the English throne, and consequently the deposition
o~ James, was strongly con'ested and nega1Jved by the House of Peers
ot England. The questwns an(l dIVISIons of the House of Lords were
as follows ,-

For the election of a new king:, 51
Against the election of any king, 49

Majority, 2
The next debate came more to the point-" whether James had broken

the original compart, and thereby made the throne vacant 7"
This was neira/ired by a majority of 2.
It therefore appears, that the Irish people and the En!!:lish Peers were

oi the same 'yay of thinking. Even. after James had quitted Ireland in
despair, the Irish did not relinqlli,h h~s cause, which was finally termi_
nated by the gallant defence and ultimate capllulalJQn of Limerick i
the whole of Ireland. or

19"
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supported by a foreign power, and had succeeded hy
foreign mercenaries. But even if there was a doubt,
they conceived that the most commendable conduct was
that of preserving entire their allegiance to the King, to
whom, in conjunction with England, they had steorn
fealty. The British Peers had showed them an example,
and on that principle they fought .William as they had
fought Cromwell: and again they bled, and again were
ruined by their adherence to legitimate monarchy. 1\1as-
sacre and confiscation again desolated their entire country,
and they were treated by .William as rebels to a thr?ne
which they had never sanctioned, and to an usurpmg
prince whom they had always resisted; at length, the
contest ended, and Ireland finally submitted, not in the
field, but by capitulation.

The triumph of William over the Irish Royalists at the
Boyne and at Aughrim, and the deceptious capitulation
of Limerick, finally established William on the throne of
both nations. Their results introduced into the theory
of the British Constitution, certain principles of a regene-
rating liberty, which have given it a solid and decided
superiority over every other system of Government as
yet devised by the wisdom of mankind; yet the advan-
tages of that constitution which England has thus raised
upon the loyalty, and completed upon the ruins of Ire-
land, never were participated in by the Irish people.

William, an able captain, a wise and prudent statesman,
was yet a gloomy and discontented magistrate; and had
in his nature a portion of sulky despotic principle, which
nothing but a consideration of the mode in which he had
acquired the English crown could have restrained or
counteracted. But as to Ireland, the case was different.
William had been invited into England, and he felt that
she wa~ his mistress; ~mthe had fought for Ireland, and
he conSidered her as hIS vassal, and he adapted his gov-
ernment to the relative situation in which he stood as to
the two countries.

The massacre of Mac John, his family and clan, in the
va~le'yof Glenco" perpetrated by the especial order of'Yllham, under IllS sign manual, has, in point of barba-
~ treaehery and, injustice, no parallel in the annals of

pe. Its details cannot be read without exciting
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horror; and while it develops the, cold-blooded. nature of
William's character, it accounts 101' much of IllS conduct
towards the Irish royalists, whom he called relwls: but
who owed him no allegiance; so far as It bears llpon the
events of his reign in Ireland ...

The result of 1Villiam's llsmpatlon, 11l tIll' ¥eneml ('5-
tablishment of constitutional liberty in England, <lnd the
principles of popular revolution which his accession lws
sanctioned and confirmed, have rendered the memory
of his reign glorious in that country. But little did he
foresee his restraints and disappointments on the throne
of England; there he felt his arbitrary nature unexpect-
edly curbed and chained down by the principles of that
same liberty, which his own usurpation had originated;
and mortified by the resistance he experienced in Great
Britain, he lavished his redundant rancour on prostrate
Ireland. But had 1Villiam acted in Great Britain as he
did in Ireland, he would have lost his thron<" npon the
very salUe principles by whieh he aC1lllired it, and have
left his own short reign as an historic snpplement to the
deposition of.his father-in-law.

IV. For nearly a century after the capitulation of
Limerick had been signed afld violated by 'William, Ire-
land exhibited a scene of oppression, suffering and pati-
ence, which excited the wonder and commiseration of
every people of Europe. The inveterate system of Bri-
tish political and commercial policy invariably practised
against her interests, excluded all hopes of progressive
prosperity, and if it were possible, she must have entirely
retrogaded to the iron age. But even during this state
of depression, it Was destined that Ireland should have
new touchstones and trials to assay her nature' and
again be placed in situations where her loyalty ShO{lldbe
pr?ved, and again found preponderating in the balance
WIth the loyalty of Great Britain.

I'.l1715, and ~n 1745, the British and Scotch people
agam for~ot thetr oaths and their allegiance, and again
revolted I1l favour of that very prince whom Ireland had
been so ruined and stigmatized for defending against
themsel VI's.

The Stuarts again claimed the aid of Ireland. But
Ireland, in the interval, had sworn fealty to the House of
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Brunswick; and Ireland, though groaning under slav~ry,
remained faithful to her obligation. Neither oppressIOn,
no politics, nor religion, swayed bel' from the line of her
allegiance. The noblest blood of Scotland was poured
upon the scaffold; the heads of Scottish Peers were
elevated upon the gates of London; Britons in crowds
expiated their disloyalty by the cord of the executioner;
the anger of offended Brunswick fell with desolating
weight upon Great Britain; but through all those bloody
scenes, English ingenuity could not find a single traitor
to execute in Ireland. She preserved her loyalty and
her oath, during two rebellions, but she gained neither
favour nor character by that preservation; and her laud-
able fidelity was only rewarded by new oppressions, and
by the incessant calumnies of that same people who had
seldom lost an opportunity of being themselves disloyal.
Tranquil and submissive, though in absolute servitude,
nearly one hundred years passed over Ireland. The great
population of the Irish nation continued to be deprived of
every attribute of liberty, civil, political and religious.

A few of the Penal Acts then in force, or since enacted,
against Catholics, were~" By 7th l'Villiam 111,"no Pro-
testant in Ireland was allowed to instruct any Papist.
"By 8th of Anne," no Papist was allowed to instruct any
other Papist. "By 7th l'Villiam 11/." no Papist was
permittf)d to be sent out of Ireland to receive instructions.

By these statutes, as the great body of the Irish people
were Roman Catholics, more than nine-tenths of the in-
habi,ta,nts of Ir~land ',:ere legislatively prohibited from
recelvmg any tnstructwn whatever, either from a Pro-
tes~ant or a Catholic, either at home or abroad, or from
gomg out of Ireland to be instructed' consequently the
darkest and most profound ignorance ~as enforced under
the severest penalties in Ireland. How then can the Irish
Catholics admire the memory of that prince who debased
them to the level of bmtes, that he might retain them in
a state of slavery'?

Even so ~ateas the 12th George I. any Catholic clergy-
man marryll1g a Protestant and Catholic was to be han credo
"By 7th. George I~" any barrister or attorney marrying
a Catholic, to be dtsbarred. "By 2nd Anne" Papistcle1"tn7Yn '. ,

-r:>J _en commg fito Ireland, and performing religious
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exercises, to be hanged. " By 8th Anne," Fifty pounds
reward for all informers against Catholic archbishops and
vicars-general.

But the most extraordinary of these Penal Statutes, is
that of 7th \Villiam III. ;\0 Papist to ride any horse
worth more than £5. And by 9th George II. Papists
residing in Ireland, shall make good to ~Protestants all
losses sustained by the privateers of any Catholic king
ra:xlging. the coasts of Ireland.

29th George II. barristers and attorneys obliged to
wah.e their privilege, and betray their clients, if Papists.

Literally outlaws in their own country, labourers on
their own territory, they quarried on their own demesnes,
to raise palaces for the descendants of those canting
hypocrites who had massacred their monarch, or of the
foreign soldiers of that gloomy and ambitious prince,
who had seduced away the loyalty of the children from
their pareuts, awl had occupied the throne of their banished
father.

Y. If the future is to be judged by the past, it will
probably continue to be alleged, that the adherence of
Ireland to her kings has rather been the result of her
religion than of her loyalty. That observation could not
in any degree be applicable to any reign but that of James,
an imputation, however, which in its true construction,
general or especial, goes to assert, that a connection of
loyalty and religion so cultivated and extolled in England
under the title of " Church and State," was a crime of the
most heinous culpability when found in Ireland. But when
historic facts are resorted to, that charge is retorted: and
it will hardly he contended, that it w'as more loyal and
meritorious tor Protestant subjects to murder their Pro-
testant king, as they did in England, than for Catholic
subjects to defend their Catholic king, as they did in
Ireland. And it will be as difficult to defend the rebel-
lions of 1715 and 1745 raised by British Protestant
subjects against their Pr~testant lting, as it will be ~o
calumniate the undeviating, unshaken 10yaltyofCathohc
lrelalill to her Protestant monarchs, and the House of
Brunswick, during the same pcriod~. ~ut unfortunately
these indisputable facts will form tins miserable preced~nt
for future ages, that in England the reward oj rebellIOn
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1cas liberty; 1chile in Ireland, the reltard of loyalty
u'as bonda[[e.

The Irish insnrrection of ligS, which at1(1rclrd to the
British minister the fatal and premeditated pretext for
annihilating the Irish legislatnre, clitll'red but little inits
ordinary events from those nlllllrl'OUS ci,'il w<lrs. winch
the history of England, and of eyrry nation, so liherally
abound with; and more especially with those ,\'hich
desolated some of the fUlest COlllltries of Europe about the
same period, the conta7ioll of which had heell imported
from ElIglm/(1 hrrsel}; whrre the on~rthrow of the s?n-
stitutioll had hren planned, and the mnrdcr of the h.!I1g
attempted, before Ireland Iwd been infected.

But it was reserved (llr the recorders of that sanguinary
contest in Ireland, with moti,'es not less mischievous than
those of the insurgents, to raise by their misreprespntation
a permanent standard of enmity between the two nations,
and endeavour to persuadp one portion of the empire, that
its safety was altogether incompatible with the iudepen'
dence and prosperity of the other.

'Vere the leading authors ofthesp ahsnnl anddan7pwus
doctrines, confined solelv to the hired tradncers or f~\c-
tionists (;1' that country,' tlwir histories and their fabrica-
tions would sink, t07et11Cl'with their names, into obscurity.
But when persons of thn superior orders in Great Britain
lent their weight, their zeal, awl their reason to the pur-
poses of their bigotry and tlwir pfPjudices, and attempted
to impose upon the eredulity of their couut rymen with the
same facility that they had been imposed upon themselves,
?-s to ~he native disloyalty of the Irish people, it becomes
Just, If not necessary, to recall their recollection to
the affairs and records of their own country at the
same. epoch: a reference to which, if it cannot check the
fanatICIsm, may at least diminish the authority of the
fanatics.

Though in fact a digression, it may be here not improper
to follow up t~at subject a little further, by anticipating
some observatIOns more connected with a subsequent part
of this memoir.

YI. When it pleased Heaven, during the French Revo-
lution, to. inflict a temporary derangement on the reason
of mankind, a spirit of wild democracy, under the mask
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of liberty, appeared in fanciful forms to seduce away or
destroy the peace, the morality, the order, and the alle-
giance of every European people. It would have been
more than a phenomenon, if too sensitive and ardent
Ireland had escaped that general fever, from which the
boasted constitution of England, and the steady character
of Scotland, had been unable to protect them. The Ca-
tholic in the South, the Presbyter in the :Korth, the Pro-
testant in the metropolis of Ireland, and the professors of
every religion in England and in Scotland, became more
or less infuriated by the general delirium. That conta-
gion which so vitally at!ccted the nations of Europe,
originating in France, soon displayed its symptoms in
every part of Great Britain; and when in progress to
full maturity, and not before, was carried into Ireland by
collision with the English and Scots republicans."

Religion could have but little influence on the projects
and politics of that era, it)r the total extinction of all
religion was a fundamental principle of that foreign revo-
lution, ~which gave birth to a democracy that sought to
overturn every throne and constitution of Europe. Yet
the calumniators of Ireland place that spirit of insurrec-
tion almost exclusively to the credit of religion amongst
the Irish people, because the population of Ireland, was
chiefly composed of Catholics whom they stigmatized.

At that period, Ireland had a resident Legislature and
a free constitution. She was in profound tranquillity, and
the most progressive state of national prosperity,t when

• See the state trials and the reports of the Secret Committee of Eng-
land, in the year 1794.

By these reports of the Secret Committee, It appears that Edinburgh,
and various other places in England and Scotbnd, were infected long
before Ireland; and ~Ir. Secretary Dunda~ Illustrated these reports by
annexing accurate drawings of the different forms of pikes, battle-axes,
&c., which were fabricated in Scotland, his own coun!!T, for the pur-
poses of treason and murder. Ireland did not appear to .:Ifr. Pitt forward
enough in treason with the kingdom under his more immediate manage-
ment, and. therefore sent over Lord Fitzwilliam to Ireland, to ensure tran-
quillity; and when his Lordship was on the point of doing so, ordered
him back ag"ain to excite insurrection.-See Lord Fitzwilliam's letter,. to
Lord Carl;,lc.

t When Lord \V e~tmoreland was removed from [reland, in 1i95, Ire-
land was in a most llnexample.! and prop-essive state of .~fneral prosper-
ity. In that year, Mr. Curran informed the Author of hiS mtentlon to
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the emissaries of the English and Scotch societies qui\.Ju~
proceeded to pervert he;' reason, as their own had been
perverted, The original societies of Ireland had 11,0 ~uch
principles as designat~d the latter. Olles. The. ?li~llster,
,Mr. Pitt, had made his entrance mto pubhc hte m the
domino of a Reformer. 1'he first and most loyal noble-
men, and commoners in Ireland were Ret(ml1~rS; but it
was through the prospecti \'e policy of that great Minister,
that the seeds of insurrection were permitted to take root
in Ireland: without it a union had ne\'er been accom-
plished.

VII. In England, the Government took prompt and
vigorous measures to stop the progress of that dangerous
and destructive principle; but in Ireland they coolly saw
the weed springing up, and artfully forced it to premature
maturity. They watched its growth till it had covered
sufficient of the country to bewilder the residue. Its yege-
tation was cautiously permitted to proceed, whilst there
remained within their own reach sufficient means of sup-
pressing it at their diseretion; and this deep and trea-
cherous experiment was risked to effect the greatest object
of Mr. Pitt's administration, a fmal extinguishment of
Irish independence.

'Vith that view, it was expedient to suffer that country
to plunge itself into a state of sanguinary civil warfare,
of terrors and of animosities; whilst England should hold
the reigns which could check its progress, and might falla-
ciously induce it, by the hopes of English protection, to
exchange a constitutional independence for a speculative
tranquillity, or render it so feeble and so divided by a

8U~st an impeachment lloo-:Un8tthe Earl of Westmoreland, for having
permitted a ~. of 12,000 troops (which, accordingto stipulation, should
alw~ys remam ill Ireland) to be drafted out of that kingdom for foreign
servIce.

Mr. Curran laughed at his own project, when the Author asked him
what plausible reason he could give for saying that any troops were
necessary.

The day .Lo~ Westm~reJanddeparted, no army was necessary in Ire-
l~d; .and If Earl FitzwIllIam had not been removed, doubtless insurrec.
tion might have been prevented. But tranquillity would not have etfect.
ed Mr. Pitt's p~rposes: and Earl Fitzwilliam, one of the best and honest.
est ~f the Bntis~ JlCerage,was appointed, duped, and deposed by the
}IOliey of the Mini8ter; the reason Wall obvious.
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continuation of internal contests, that it could not be se-
duced, it might be compelled, to anllexation.

And here lies the secret spring which regulated the
insurrection of 1708, awl the machinery which moved the
Union in 1800, a llwasnre which, f{)rthe thirty-two years
succeeding its accomplishment, has only operated as a
ruin to the annexed, and a torment to the annexing nation.
Recorded abstracts of Irish and of British history thus
form an incontrovertible exposition of Irish principles,
and of English misconception. The character of the Irish
people has been always calumniated, their independence
has been torn away, but their indigenous loyalty is un-
affected, their nation is monarchical, they naturally love
kings, the traditioll of their old monarchs keeps up the
attachment; and never was a greater injustice done to
any people, than to call them democratic. But immortality
of power is not an attribute of nations, like man, they
llourish; but like man, they must decay. Rome had her
glory and her power, but, snbdued by time, she yielded
up her empire; and should some Gibbon of future ages
record the decline and fall of British greatness, the his-
torian will probably do justice to Ireland; and tell pos-
terity, that when some gigantic foreign power, nurtured
by British folly, for British subjugation, had paralyzed
her resources, and decolonized her empire, England, in the
last struggles of her superiority, had not a faithful ally
left to cover her remains, but her calumniated" sister.

• This observation will not be considered altogether visionary, when
men reflect upon the modem events of Europe, and the possible conse-
quences of that extravagant and ruinous system which had been adopt-
ed, of blindly subsidizing and stren~thening every foreign power at the
expense of the British treasury. Russia, Prussia, Austria, Portugal;
but above all, Spain, owe their present independent political existence
to the blood and the treasure of Great Britain and of Ireland, levied for
their use, and lavished for their protection.

And miserably is England requited for her protection. her money, .and
her sacrifices: and miserabJ y has Ireland been requited for her partiCIpa-
tion.

20
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Catholic relaxation Bi]]s opposccl hy 1Ir. Rowley-Sir Edward Xewen-
enham-Doctor Patrick Duig:cnam-His Character-:\Ir. Og-le-Btlls
passed-Fnjust (l()ctrine-Chan~(' in the hi"h Parliamcnt-:\Ir. Fox's
candour-His "peech-Deccptioll of the Briti"h Gm'.crnment dewl-
oped - :\Iarquis of Rockin.~ham -Total ah"ence oj energy-1Ir.
Burke-Inactive as to Ireland-l'\ew deh::llcs-Emharra,"n~ conse-
quences of Mr. Grattan's addres,-:\Ir. (;rattan', motion objectionable
-;\Ir. Flood's reply-Unfortunate coUision of Grattan anll Flood-
Mr. Grattan's fallacious motion-Mr. Flood's reply-Mr. Montgo-
mery moves to build an Irish navy-Negatived-Parliament pro-
rogued-Most impOllant session-Moderation of Ireland-Duke of
Portland's hypocritical speech.

I. WE now return to the measures which were taken to
rock Ireland into a slumber more fatal to her existence
than the trance she had awakened from. Bills to ameli-
orate by partial concession the depressed state of the
Catholics, as some reward for thcir zeal and patriotism,
were introducell, and had arrived at their last stages in
the House of Commons 'without any pfl(~<:tiveopposition;
intolerance, however, even to the extent of fanaticism, had
so identified itself with the minds of some members of
both Houses of Parliament, that these Bills of partial
relief to their enslaved countrymen were strenllolls]y op-
posed, in their latter stages, by statements so exaggerated,
and language so aggravating, that a cry of "Danger to
Church and State!" was raised and circulated, and ac-
tually bew~ldered the intellect of many, who were on
other occas~ons of reasonable judgment.

These BIlls were clamorously opposed in Parliament
by several country gentlemen of high local consideration,
and principally by Mr. Rowley, member for Meath County,
one of the best landlords and best men in Ireland a
~ownrig~t, honest, headstrong country gentleman. IIis
mformatlOn was scant, and his abilities were less than
moderate; but he was of large fortune, splendid establish-
ments, unbounded hospitality, and full of philanthropy;
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yet so perverted was his mind by legendary tales, and
hereditary prejudices, that though he most generously
aflorded to his Catholic tenantry. and to individual Catho-
lics, every service and kinclnes~ in his power, he consi-
dered and represented them, collectit'ely, as a body of
demons; their chapels, temples of idolatry; their schools,
seminaries of rebellion, and their clergy as a gang of
necron1ancers.

So infatuateu was he by these prepossessions, that he
saw, or rather fancied that he saw, in any relaxation of
the penal statutes, nothing but a total overthrow of the
entire Protestant establishment, and an immediate revo-
lution in favour of some Popish monarch.

Those nills were also pertinaciously opposed by Sir
Edward Newenham, member for Dublin County, a weak,
busy, narrow-minded, but not ill informed, nor ill-inten-
tioned person. He was very defective in talent, but very
confident that he possessed much of it; he fancied he was
a great patriot, awl was disposed to imagine himself a
distinguished personage. He had drawn Gcneral1Yash-
ington into a short literary eorrespondcnce with himself
as to Ireland, on the strength of which, he affected, with
great importance, to be an importer of the most eaTly and
authentic information from America.

He was an active officer of the Volunteer Artillery, and
a good Irishman; but a busy, buzzing, useless, intermed-
dling member of Parliament, and one of the most credu-
lous, tceble, and fanatical of all the Irish intolerants.

Many inveterate opponents of any concessions to the
Catholics made their appearance in the Irish Parliament;
and as the concerns of that body must fon~l a prominent
topic in the prOC!TeSSof this memoir, it may he interesting
and useful to introducc: e\'cn by anticipation, the most
distinguished of its opponents.

This celebrated antagonist of the Irish Catholics, so
far as invective and dec:lamation could affect their interests,
was Doctor Patrick Duigcnam, Juclge of the Prerogative
Court of Ireland: a man whose name must survive so
IOllg as the fl~Jl({sof Ircland shall be remembered, and
whose singular conduct, Oil many points, was of a nature
so inconsistent and irregular that, even now, when his
race is run, and no further traits of his character can ever



232 RISE AXD FALL

be developed, it is yet impossible to decide with certainty
as to his genuine principles, if such he possessed, upon
anyone subject, religious or political.

His father was parish-clerk of St. "\Yerbnrgh's C~urch,
Dublin, but in what part of Ireland he originated, ISstill
uncertain; he was educated ill the Parish School, and (as
he told the Author himself) was humourously ehristen:d
Paddy, having been born on St. Patrick's day. He sIg-
nalized himself as a scholar in the University of Dublin,
of which he was chosen a fellow; he soon afterwards
quarrelled with the Provost, )Ir. Hutchinson, and every
person who did not coincide with his humours, and wrote
a number of severe pamphlets, of which "Lachrymm
Academicffi" and "Pranceriana," are the most notable;
the first, personally against the conduct of the Provost
and Sir Sohn Blaquiere; the second, on a proposal (Ifthe
Provost's to establish a riding house for the students.
He was always at open war with some person, during the
whole course of his public life.

He left the University, retaining the office of Law Pro-
fessor; was shortly afterwards appointed King's Counsel;
Judge of the Prerogative and Consistory Courts; King's
Advocate to the High Court of Admiralty; one of Lord
Castlereagh's Commissioners for bribing j}lembers of
Parliament; (Post j) and to many other public offices,
most of which he retained to his death. His income was
very large, and he must have privately done many liberal
and charitable acts, because he was not extravagant, and
left no considerable fortune behind him .

.Dr. Duigenam having been King's Advocate to the
High Court of Admiralty, where the Author presided;
alld the Author being a Doctor of Laws and Advocate in
the Court ?f 'prerogative, of which D: Duigenam was
Judge, therr mtercourse was constant and very intimate
for ~any years, ~nd the A~thor had daily priv'ate oppor-
tU.llltlesof observmg the cunous habits of this most eccen-
t~ICcharacter; the most outrageous, and at the same
tIme one of the best natured men in the world to those
whom he regarded. '
.. This eccentric person, whose celebrity originated from
his crusades for ~rotestant supremacy, would probably
Mve been a conspIcuOUScharacter in whatever station he
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mio-ht have been placed, or in whatever profession he
mi~ht have adopted. Incapable of moderation upon any
sul~ect he possessed too much vigorous and active in-
tellect to have passed through life an unsignalized spec-
tator; and if he had not at an early period enlisted as a
champion of Luther, it is more than probahle he would,
with equal zeal and courage, have borne the standard for
St. Peter's followers. A hot, rough, intrcpid, obstinate
mind, strcngthened by very considerable erudition, and
armed by a memOlY of the most extraordinary retention,
contrihuted their attributes equally to his pen, and his
speeches.

He considered invective as the first, detail as the second,
and decorum as the last quality of a public orator; and
he never failed to exemplify these principles.

A partisan in his very nature, every act of his life was
infiuencecl by invincible prepossessions; a strong guard
of inveterate prejudices were sure, on all subjects, to keep
moderation at a distance, and occasionally prevented even
common reason from obtruding on his dogmas, or inter-
rupting his speeches.

A mingled strain of boisterous invective, unlimited
assertion, rhapsody and reasoning, erudition and ignorance,
,vere alike perceptible in his writings and orations; yet
there were few of either, from which a dispassionate com-
piler might not have selected ample materials for an able
production.

He persuaded himself that he was a true fanatic; but
though the world gaw him full credit for his practical
intolerance, there were many exceptions to the consis-
tency of his profe"sion", and many who doubted his theo-
retic "incerity. His intokrancl' \\'as too ontragpolls to be
honest. and too lllll\:,asonahle to be sincere: and whenever
his Pr~testant extra\'agancc appeared to have even one
moment of a lucid intC'ITal, it was immediately predicted
that he would die a Catholic.

Hi" politics conld not be termed either uniform or co-
11('rl'lI1. lle had a latent spark of independent spirit in
his c01nposition, which the minister sometimes found it
ditlicult to extinguish, and dangerous to explode. He had
the same respect for a Protestant hishop that he would
probably have had for a Catholic canliml. Epis,:opacy

2W
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was his standard; and when he showed symptoms of run
ninO"restive to the Government, the primate of Ireland
wa~ called in to be the pacificator.

He held a multiplicity of public offices at the same
time unconnected with Government: He was Yicar
Gen~ral to most of the bishops; and whenever he con-
ceived the rights of the Church were threatened, his
bristles instantly arose, as it were, by instinct; his tusks
were bared for combat; he moved forward for battle;
and would have shown no more mercy to the Govern-
ment than he would have done to the patriots.

He injured the reputation of Protestant ascend~ncy )1Y
his extravagant support of the most untenable of Its prm-
ciples. He ser:ed the ~atholics by the ~xces.sof his ca-
lumnies and aided their claims to amehoratlOn, by per-
sonifying that virulent sectarian intolerance which was
the very subject of their grievances.

He had, however, other traits, which frequently dis-
closed qualities of a very superior description. His tongue
and his actions were constantly at variance; he was hos-
pitable and surly; sour and beneficent; prejudiced and
liberal; friendly and inveterate. His bad qualities he ex-
posed without reserve to the public; his good ones he
husbanded for private intercourse. Many of the former
were fictitious; all the latter were natnral. He was an
honest man, with an outrageous temper and perverted
judgment; and, as if he conceived that right was wrong,
he sedulously endeavoured to conceal his philanthropy
under the garb of a misanthrope.

In private society, he was often the first in conviviality;
and when his memory, his classic reading, and his mis-

.* On the Union, he accer>tedthe officeof Commissioner for paying the
bnbes to Mem.heTSof Parliament (under the name of compensation for
the loss of their Seats or Patronage.) (Vide Post.)

The Doctor,. the late .L~rdAnnesley, and a Mr. Jameson, an English-
man, under thIS commiSSIOn,dlstnbuted, by Lord Castlereagh'8 appoint-
ment, ONE MILLION FIVE HeNDRED THOUSAND POUNDS of the Irish money,
amongst .Members of the Houses of Lords and Commons' without
which bribes and gifts of peerages, there would be a vast majority
against the Union. T~e Doctor told the Author that he accepted that
office, solely that he might be a~le to ~ke care of the bishops; and the
Author believes at least half hIS assertion. BUI the bishops were out-
witted-
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cellaneous mformation were turned to the purposes of
humour or of anecdote, they gave a quaint, joyous, ec-
centric cast to his conversation, highly entertaining to
strangers, and still more so to those accustomed to the
display of his versatilities.

The most striking singnlarity of this most singuhr
man, was his unaccountable inconsistency in words and
actions toward the Catholic conllllunity. lIe alteruately
fostered and abused, caressed and calumniated, many in-
timates of that persuasion; an inconsistency, however,
which his last matrimonial connection was supposed to
have redeemed; and he died at a very advanced age,
upon a short notice, retaining all his strength and facul-
ties, and in the full vigour of all his prejudices.

His strong, sturdy person, and coarse, obstinate, dog-
matic, intelligent countenance, indicated many of his
characteristic qualities. He was too rongh and too un-
accommodating to have had many partisans; and atter
the Union which he vigorously supported, his public im-
portance and reputation dwindled away to nothing; and
his death afforded no great cause of regret to his ii'iends,
or of gratification to his enemies.

1\1r.George Ogle, and many other decided opponents
of the Catholic claims, were also prominent characters in
the general affairs and politics of the country, and will
appear in most of the miscellaneous transactions of the
Irish Parliament. But the whole bent and efforts of the
Doctor's mind and actions were concentrated and publicly
arrayed against the Catholic community, some members of
which were in private his chief associates, and his nearest
connections, and the earl y introduction of such a personage
may tend to illustrate the singular situation of that body,
and that inconsistency which from first to last has sig-
nalized the conduct both of their friends and their
enenues.

Those Bills relaxing the severity of the penal code
passed, howe\'er, through both Houses, withou! any con-
siderable difticulty; and, though th~ co~cesslOns were
very limited, they afforded great satIsfactIo,n to ~he,Ca-
tholic body, as the .first wowth of a toleratmg prmclple,
which they vainly Ilnagll,l~dwas a sure I?recurso,r~~th~t
general religious and polItlcal freedom, without \\ hH:h, 111
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an ardent and divided population, peace and security
must ever be precarious. ,

Some men however, saw in those incipient concessions
the germ of discord and extravagant expectation. The
most unrelenting of their opponents, in the full zeal of
unqualified fanaticism, used arguments so cruel and un-
just in principle, that the distorted mind, or crooked pol-
icy of legislators alone could have resorted to.

They argued, that the nearly insupportable oppressions
under which the Irish Catholics had so long laboured,
were rapidly disgusting them with their own tenets,
which had entailed upon them all the attributes of slav-
ery and deprivation; that, worn down by penal codes,
under the pressure of which they could neither rise nor
prosper, they were daily recanting those disqualifyin,g
tenets, and embracing that religion, under which their
wants and their ambition could be fully gratified; that
noblemen, gentlemen, peasants, and even their priests,
were rapidly embracing the Protestant profession; and
that if the same propensity to recantation was still kept
in progress, hya full and strict continuance of that same
penal code, the se\'erity of which had originally caused it,
Ireland would gradu:tlly acquire a protestant population,
if not a majority of the people, at least more than a pro-
portion of all whose property, rank, and interest would
lead them to preserye the peace of the nation and the
connection with Great Britain.

II. 'l'his was a barbarous doctrine, which could never
be supported by any principle either of justice or of policy.
The principle of concession which actuated the Parlia-
ment in these relaxations, proved that the light of justice
and reason had broken in upon them, and excited reason-
able expectations of further grants and general toleration .
. The wealth of the Catholics multiplied, their numbers
ll1eJ"eased., The first chain of intolerance was loosened,
and pCTll11tteclthem to take a view of that total emanci-
p~tiOll,\\"hich by unremitting stl'1lgglcs they were certain
ot attallllll!!.

Ill. The" p:1ro'iT~'llJSof :1rclcntpatriotism havina- some-
What abated in 'the Irish Parliament. distinctio~ls and
shades of distinctions \\'ere risina- an;! re-openinO' into
party, and into jealousies. ~011l~ mell cOllcei\-ed that
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Ireland had obtained every thing, others argued that she
had acquired no securities, that euthusiastic unanimity
which had so proudly signalized their first movements
was gradually dl'gellerating, the old courtiers, who had
wandered from their stanuards, seized greedilynpon every
pretcilce to re-assume their stations; and mallY of that
body, who a mOlw'llt before had been unanimous, and
sllpposed to be incorruptible, now began to remember
themselves, and forget their country; bnt the people were
staunch, their spirit was invincible, the voice of the yolnn-
tel'rs \\'as raised it was lond and clear, and echoed through
the Parliament. The Government was arrested in its
corrupting progress; many were recalled to a sense of
duty by a scnse of danger, and the situation of the COUll-
try seemed approaching to allot her crisis.

':\11'. Grattan acted on the purest patriotic principles,
but they \\"ere o';('r moderated by Earl Charlemont, and
occasionalh- neutralized bv au houourable confidence in
"hig siucl.rity. He stilI' cOlltt'lilled (because such \\"as
his cOIl\"iction) that the Irish :\ation should rest satisfied,
and confide in the sincerity of the British ~Iinistry, alld
the existing guarantees, for the permanence of their con-
stitution. He was devoted to the \Yhigs, because they
professed the purest principles of well-regulated liberty;
amI he would not doubt the integrity of those whose prin-
ciples he had adopted, till at length Mr. Fox himself,
wearied by a protracted course of slow deception, uncon-
genial either to the proud impetuosity of his great mind,
or the natural feelings of his open temper, at once con-
firmed the opiniolls of the Irish people, and opeilly pro-
claimt'd to Ireland the inadequacy of all the measures that
had theretojl»)'f' heen adopted. Ill' took occasiou in the
British Parlialll(.nt, on the repeal of the sixth of (icorge
the First, being there alluded to, to state, .. that the repeal
of that Statute could not stand alone, but must be accom-
panied by a fiual adjustment, and by a solid basis of per-
manent l'onnpction:' He said "that some plans of that
nature would he laid belore the Irish Parliament by the
Irish 'Iinisters, and a treaty entered upon, which t;eaty,
when proceeded on, mIght be adopted by both I arl1a-
ments and finally become an irrcwcable arrangement
between the two countries."
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By that short, hnt most impo~'tant speech, ~h? Irish
delusion of a fiual adjnstment was m a moment dISSIpated,
the Viceroy's dnplicity became indisputably proved; ] {is
Majesty's reply to the Irish Parliament was renou!1<'cdby
the vel:Y minister who had written it. The Irish address
to the Duke of Portland appe:ued to have been premature
and inconsiderate; and his reply could no longer be
dct;~nded on the gronlHls either of its truth or its sin-
ceritv. :\1r. Fox himself: with the tme candonr of an able
state~man, a\"owpd the ill~n{ficiencyofthc existing arrange-
ment; and thus, hy easy in!i'renee;;:, decided against the
adeqllaev ofthesirnple repeal it)r gcnpral purposes. His
dpebrat(on, that" a fmther treaty was in contemplation,"
WGSprosp'~cti\-e and ambiguous, and ga ye not only I)lau-
sible but justifiable gronnds, for an alarming uneaslllcsS
amongst the Irish people.

N'otwithstanding this avowal, Mr. Flood was still hut
feebly supported iu the House of Commons. The Voltm-
teers, rather than the Parliament, had now the prepon-
der:mee in public estimation, and their activity increased
as ditliculties all~mented.

III En!:;hnd pllblic matters were sinking into a state of
hm,llor and torpidit~-. TIll' Jbrqnis of I10ckimrham, in a
t:ltall\- d,'dining state of health. and his friend Lord Char-
lemol;t, in an hahitually ('oml)laining one, earried on a
well-bred, sllpl'rticial, whining correspondence, as to the
atf~irs of Ireland, eypry thing that was eonrtcons, but
nothing that \\-as sl:ltesmanlike: and even if death had not
unfortunately !l)r the 'fhig;;:, snatched a\\-ay Lord Rock-

'. ingham, he and the Earl of Charlemont were Ilot likelv
to effeet the consummation of the political arran~cment~<;
between the two nations. The latter nohleman CQuld see
wide, hut he conld not see deep. The former could
Iwither see very wid", nor very deep. hut hl' eould see
\"'1'y diqilwtly: in ,'ulti\'ating mo(krati"ll. tlll'\-!oq sight
of l'Il'TZ~'. :1l1r1tlt,'ir e"llIlu"t at tillS nlOlllPnl W:1S shallow
awl ill'!f,id,

'11', 1l!1";," Illi!l1f 11-1\'" 1::"'11 'Illl"'rp to\\";lnl" Irelalld'
hut Iw had ;1 :,!.llll" I .. phI' ;11I"l' lIi1l1,,'II: ;llld his I;ll"llt":
!lowPv/'1' !:;r";11III lil"11' ""11'111. \\"'r"Ii"1 t;'lInd snl'O)]Sisll'llt
in ~heiTapph":llll)tl, AIH1 thOllZh his t~l!lll' J1e\'cr can he
ecUp6t->d, his nbtlllics never deprpcialed; Ihou3h his
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.,'.l j li):I")IJ-, i:.' ,.

le:';SOIlS will Iw ('v(:r illslrtwti\'(,. and the vigonr of his
intl'II"I,t "(Jitld II lit h" \';I111111ish.:d.slill ht' had'his trances,
Ilis visi"lJs. all,ll,is t11",'ri,'s: ,llId tllllW!h alwa\'s ill the
jirst lill" "t' ~"II,'r,d "dlllir,lli"ll. I", ""lid l\llt ill' tll<' front
)';1111.III' I',ild,,' l'II:liidl':II"'. II., 1,,,,); 1111d's:illc;lli.sll<'d p,lrt
III lil'h" 11.\11':1li"II"', II I'PI',Iri!I'..': II'; II' II,' \\'1'1'(' r"\ill::;llant
(" 1"IilJlllil "il/lC.,.!t' ill all illll"'rl;','1 11'1',11\',

\\111Ist i1ILlil's r,'lll.lil1l'd ill tllis l"t','arililis stall" a d,'hate
"'1'111'1"'1. 111'11'""IIJiJ;lrr:lssill:! 111,111any tllal liar! I'I'I:I:1'(1c<1
Jt, alJll \\,111<'11:I,I\'(' 11<'\\' jj',ltlll'f'S 10 111l~"lose of Illis, the
liI.,,1 r"III.llkaldl' .s",sillllilf Irish P:lrliall1,'nls.

I r. Til" 1[III'Slilill o( sillll'l(' r"l,,',11 had now been so
"(:"]1 ",III\'ass('d. Sl' 0(1"11 ar:!II,'d. alld h:1<1<:an;.;l1t so strong
a ""id uf tIlt' hi,11 1"'1'1'1,',I!i:il il \\"IS "I,\'ions it ('onld not
r.',! \\'Il"f" it \\''',. ;111,111",1S'ljlll'lllill:I l'llll",'r 1Il1lst !wuolle
10 ~lli'I\' th.' J:"il :\"i:IIII: 1'liI \',lldl Illal ~ollll'tliiJ1!:\"
~hl'1l1,11/!', \\-;!-..; JJl'l:'i' l'ijdi:I;'r.'I..;..;il~'.! tll thn r;(J\-('rJllnl:lJt of
}f'lilll'll;l:l;j,!'''; t;l:i!1 ;!jJY "II]J"il!"Lltll';l \~.-}i;I'!llt:tr.1 l!li'lTtO-

1~)rt' lh'l';lrrf.d tll tll"ill.

,\1',"1' t!i,' lldd."',s ,,1'1
'
1,' hi,iJ ('''Il1ll1'';L. t<,lli~ .'\r:.i"st"~l

In'":,,.! 1.\' ,III'. (;l',lli:lIl. 1':w!l:lIi<l ">!Iid 11,,1 l,t: 'I(!a'in SO
strongly' appliell 10 j;,i' (mIl]!')' COlli',:-sj"n, Sllc had
promptly [It'<,,.dl'd to I'\''')'Y thing Il1at \\'a, thill rcqnired of
hiT. :lld \\'a" told !.,' 111:1taddn',~. that nothing r/'mained
(lirther to ],.. drJIlP a" to it rnllstitllliOll I>('(w/,('n the two
r"II:lIli,<: sil" llJi:!hl. 1)1'-1'<'1:11'1', pJclll"ibly d",'lill" fllrllwr
d.'m ill']' 11:>"il tljl' "IIIV' ~lI}.i"d. 'fh:ll :JdrJrl'~" h:lt! ill
]dli!l Lill:.!ll:l;!i'. r_j-'il~ljlll"I' 1 al((lijih.r( ..-lil'-Uiin;nllalcl:lltnS
h\' the In";1 Par!i:Jlll"llt: "11.1 '\11'.\ ; •.1;;:,': (;>1;:J. not recede
fr'om sljl'h Ilis Il'.l'd ], '!'T';' j ,., <:c. :'Ilr. Flood,
hll\\'''''d. 1"111'::,' i n 1';1 ',,' ' , i his opinion of
1ltl' 111"'~itji. ;. 1 1'; •. , -. nil JI,d It)

Jr, ...:! f", j .....l,lilJ ,'ii :ij . ,,1; Ll~ ,/>1' Jldy,
\:., 111(1\",,1 l~,r I•. ,',' ,L .. ,,', ;:1 ,I ,: :, •. t" :1tErm the
~,.l.. ""ch:'I\'" 1,.:iil ,t' iil" 11"11 P,";I;\"I"11! to IIlak" lnws
:>.11",';.',),: 1\1:;1 l'll\j:l~l~,'. 11\ ;\i,\ ,'\~;l"l'rl\~ (,(trrH(,l and j,lller ..
J III I ",\"]I; I • "~l I.' \ t. r."

\ \ltl",\ ;\l1111Lltt"L :\1).1 p\','n \~ln~lpHt df'.lnt;~. hlOk p1:H"C
(III 11t.1! 1:1";'''11, It ,,\'iI" <!"j.,;!.,,j With l!r"ntll.!~dll\'. !>lIt lll,

.... 1 \'I.'f 1'1' '\111, ..1 'I,--l ....\l ....'n _/:>I (:lll,j",j tit"p~acf': I'nn 1 ~'nf"" p \-, ',', , ,- ,
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majority of the Commons; and e\'f'1l the introduction of
the Bill \\'as negatlyed wIthout a dlYlSll~n....

JUr.Grattan heated hy the bnguage ot IllS n~'al, bllll~ded
bv an unlimited confidence in the integrity ot the \, ~Ig
Ministry, and for a moment losing sight of the first p~'Jfi-
ciple of ~oustitutional liberty, thCl~.proposed a motIOn,
equally smgular for the language ot Its exordl1lll1,and t~e
extravagance of its matter. He moveo, "that the LegIS-
lature of Ireland was independent; and that any per~on
who should propagate in1l'riting, or otherwise, an opinwn
that any right whatsoever, whether exterual or internal,
existed in any other Parliament, or could be revived, was
inimical to both kingdoms."

The ingenuity of man conld scarcely have formed a
more objectionable precedent or dangerous resolution .. It
was too great an opportunity not to be taken immediate
advantage of by Mr. Flood; his reply was equally sev~re
and able; he represented the resolution as "p1acm15
lreland in a state of tyranny worse than Russia; prohI-
biting both the Lords aud Commons of Ireland, under a
denunciation of being enemies to their country, from the
common rights of every British citizen, to discuss the same
constitutional question which had been so often before, and
was at that very moment, debating in the House of Parlia-
llolent,depriving every Irish suhject of his naturallibe~ty,
eIther of speech or of writinD': a proscription agamst
all who differed with the honOl~'able gentleman on a vital
questiQ(l:respe.cting his own country, or who should pre-
sume~~ publish or even to whisper that difference, a
resolution "Whichwould be scoffed at in Ireland, ridiculed
~~;lJritain, and be contemptible in both, a reso~u-
tlo~ whIch co?ld. have no operation as a law, no justifi-
catIOn as a prmclple, a.nd which could have no character
to sUPpoll:)t,but those of folly and of tyranny." He
thereforl!"''fiioved an adjournment. The tide however,
flowed too s~ng against Mr. Flood personally. It was
the great object of the Government to conquer him first,
and then neutralize his adversarv' and even those who
Were determined to negative Mr. 'Grattan's motion also
detenn~ned to negative the motion of adjournmen't, be-
cause It was Mr. Flood's i and a considerable majority
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decided against it.... Mr. Grattan then proposed another
declaratory resolution, stretching away from the real facts
as to any political applic[l.tion of those that existed, but
unaccompanied by most of the former ohjections; and, at
all events, leaving both his o\\'n and NIl'.Flood's principles
nearly where it found them at the commencement of the
altercation. Mr. Grattan moved, that leave was" refused
to bring in the (Mr. Flood's) Bill, because the sole and
exclusive right to legislate for Ireland in all cases what-
soever, internally and externally, had been asserted by
the Parliament of Ireland, and had been fully, finally, and
irrevocably acknowledged by the British Parliament."

This resolution obviously stated some facts which did
not exist. No final irrevocable acknowledgment ever
had been made by the British Parliament. On the con-
trary, acts had been dOIlf~,and declarations made by the
Minister himseli~ that a future treaty would be necessary
to render the arrangement fuU, final, or irrevocable.

1\1r.Flood saw the weak point, and he possessed himself
of it. He altered his language, became satiric, and ridi-
culed the resolution as the" innocent child of fiction and
of fancy." He congratulated Mr. Grattan on changing
his tone, and declared" that he would willingly leave him
in the full enjoyment of this new production of his lively
imaginatioll." Mr. Grattan's motion then passed without
further observation, and the House adjourned.

V. No further proceedings of importance took
in the House of Commons during the session, exe
motions of Mr. Montgomery, of Cavan Countt:
to bring in a Bill to build Irish men of war SOr
tection of the trade of Ireland. This motion appeltfe

• The division was ninety,nine to thirteen against :\lr. Flood's motion,
though the whole II.ouse saw cle...arly that :\Ir. Grattan's re~u.t ion could
not possibly pass; yet so stron::; was the opposition to a~thillg pro-
posed by Mr. Flood, that an adjournment \vas rejected. This debate, so
near the termination of the session, appeared at first very disagreeable;
but ill the event it had E!;rcatellect; and the embarrassments,whIch Mr.
Grattan's resolution, if ~arried,must necesi'arily have created, waS a very
strong ingrcJient amongst those considerations which induced the Bntlsh
Parliament v\)luntarily to pass an Act of ~env.~w~ttoll, which \Ir.
Gmltan had thOll"ht unnece""my, belore the IfI"h I arllament could meet
again to diseu"" the subject, when the accumulating dis.';ati~faction of the
nation might have given rise to more dlstractmg measurc~.

21
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distinct, and was of course nezatived. He also moved
for an address to the Kinz. to ~einstate ~Ir. Flood in his
office of Vice Treasurer. [I:om which he had been dis-
missed for supporting hi; country. This would ha,oebee~
just, but it was not eligible. l\lr. Fitzpatrick rece!ved It
in civility, but it was also negatived, as encroachmg 011
the prerogative; and on the 27th of July, the Duke ?f
Portland prorogued the Parliament, with a speech detal,l-
ing all the advantages Ireland had received under hIS
paternal administration; and thus ended the public tr~ns-
actions of his Grace the Duke of Portland's first vIce-
royalty to the Irish nation.

VI. This session of the Irish Parliament was the most
interesting and important its history records; important,
not to Ireland only, but to the best interests of Great
Britain; illustrative of the first and finest principles of
civil liberty ; and a lecture on the rights and foundations
of rights, by the establishment of which alone the inde-
pendence of nations can be attainable, or, being attained,
preserved. It displayed a scelle of loyalty and of for-
bearance in the Irish nation, unequalled in the history of
any armed. people, It proved. the possibility of an irre-
sistible democratic power, roused. without commotion;
the entire population of an extensive country converted
into a disciplined. and independ.ent army, to assert its
liberties, yet, in the pursuit of that most animating of all
objects, preserving perfect peace and substantial loyalty.
It showed an independent and patriotic army, able in one

sh or to drive every relic of usurpation from
t ever, with a moderation almost incredible;

~ a!lla kind concession, those natural rights which
It had the power of commanding; and, with a liberal and
generous confidence, peculiar to its character, honourably,
bt~t f~tal]a. insisting on no further guarantee for her con-
stltutlOn;ni.an the faith of a government which had never
before omitted an opportunity of deceiving her.

T~e Duke of Portland's proroguing speech to the Irish
~arhament, July 27, 1782, is in itself the most unsophis-
~Icated t~ssue of hypocrisy on record, totally unparalleled
Imthe hIstory of the British Empire or of any Minister
who regarded either the law of nati~ns or the character
of the sovereign. It was emphatically delivered by a
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Viceroy, who, a few years afterwards, in 1800, in his
place in Parliament, unblushingly declared, that he never
considered the treaty bet\\OeenEngland and Ireland (con-
summated by himself) as filial. His Grace's speech,
addressed, in the name of the Kin:!, to the assembled
Peers and Commons of Ireland, on the prorogation of that
Parliament, is of the greatest importance, as connected
with the events of 1799 and 1800; and when that speech
is compared with a subseqnent speech of the same noble-
man in the Peers of England, not only an Irish subject,
but even a disinterested citizen of the world, would draw
conclusions in no way favourable to his Grace's political
integrity. It was, however a useful lesson to all people,
to trust their statesmen jnst so fill' and so long as their
interest or their party called for their consistence. His
Grace was pleased to speak as follows:

"The [[reat and constitutional advantages you have
securf'd to-your country, and the \\"ise anclinagil<lllirnous
conduct of Great Britain. in contrilmting to the snccess of
your steady and temper~te exertions, c'illl £)r my congra-
tulations, on the close of a session which must ever reflect
the highest honour on the national character of both
kingdoms.

" It must be a most pleasing consideration to you, to
recollect, that in the advances you made towards the
settlement of your constitution, no acts of violence or
impatience have marked their progress. A religious
adherence to the laws, confined your endeavours within
the strictest bounds of loyalty and good order; your claims
'were directcd by the same spirit that ga\Oerise and sta-
bility to the liberty of Great Britain, and could not fail of
success. as soon as the councils of that kingdom were
inflllell~ed by the a,oo"oedfriends of the constItution.

":VIany, aild great national objects, must present them-
selves to your consideration during the recess from par-
liamentary business; but what I would most earnestly
press upon you, as that on which your domestic pease
and happincss, and the prosperity of the Empi.re at tlns
momellt, most immediately depend, is to<cultivate ~nd
diffuse those scntiments of affection and confidence which
are now happily restored between the two kingdoms j
convince the people in your several districts, as you are



244 RISE AiI."D FALL

yourselves conviuced, that e,-ery cause of past jealousies
and discontents is jillally rcmol"cd j that both countries
have pledged their good faith to each other, and that their
best security will be an illl"iolabic adherence to that com-
pact j that the implicit reliance which Great Britain has
reposed on the honour, generosity, and candour of Ireland,
engages your national character to a rctmn of sentiments
equally liberal aud enlarged; cOllvinee them that the two
kingdoms arc nail' OIlC, indissolubly connected in unity of
constitution, and unity of interests; and that the danger
and security, the prosperity and calamity of the one, must
equally affect the other, that they must stand and fall
together."
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CHAPTER XVI.
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In~ufficiency of Mr. Grattan's measures--Death of the :\larquis of
Rockingham and its consequences--Earl Temple Lord Lieutenant-
Mr. Grenville Secretary-His Character-Lord Temple-l'\ot unpop-
ular.~:\Ir. COlTYa principal instrument of Lord Temple-Proceedings
of the Volunteers--Strong resolutions to oppose Eng;lish Laws-Bad
effects of the dissension between Grattan and Flood-Sir George
YounO"-Effect of Sir George Young;'s speech-Lord J\Iansfield's con-
duct ~ccounted for-Consequence of these speeches-- British Parlia-
ment belie their own Act-Lord Abingdon denies the King's right to
pass the Bill-England by Statute admitted her usurpation, and relin-
quished for ever her right to legislate for Ireland-Renunciation Act
-:\Ir. nrattan stil1 perversely opposes AIr. Flood-The renunciation
Act confirmed ;\Ir. Flood's doctrine.

I. BILI"S to carry into dIert th(' r()nre~sions of England
had been passed'through the British Parliament with un-
usual expedition. The sixth of George the First, decla-
ratory of the dependence of Ireland, had been repealed;
and the arbitrary dictum of Blackstone, that favourite
Druid of modern Britain, had been abandoned by his
countrymen. But it quickly became obvious, that though
Mr. Grattan's declaration of grievances had left to the Irish
Parliament a certain latitude for reclaiming their consti-
tutional rights in detail, he had not foreseen to what lengths
those details might extend, or the danger of attempting
to conclude on narrow discussions on that intricate subject.
His address to the King now appeared to have so con-
tracted in its tenor the claims which the declaration of
grievances, if not specifically, had virtually alluded to,
that many of the most important of Irish constitutional
rights had been thereby altogether passed over' and con-
cessions of England had been accepted of, without those
guarantees which the invariable practices and principles
of British government therefore, rendered absolutely in-
dispensahle to the permanence and security of Irish
independence.

Had the constitutional arrangement been complete and
21"
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final, and the conce~~i()n~of Great Britain as sincere as
they appeared to be liheraL and withont any yie\\' to
ulterior revocation, never would two natiolls haye been
placed in an attitlllle more powerful and imposing, or
pregnant with happier consequences to the interests ~nd
prosperity of both; they would hayc been firmly ullIted
by indissoluble ties, and bound to each other by a Gordwn
knot, which nothing but the scythe of time could ha'"e
divided. But unfortnnately, England was not sincere.
Her cabinet remained mentally intolerant; and Ireland,
after ten years of unexampled prosperity, was again des-
tined to fnture miseries, equally unforeseen and unmerited.

It was for a moment snpposed that commercial jealou-
sies towards Ireland, those eternal enemies to every thing
generous or cordial, had been at least partially excluded
ham British counc:ils, to make room for a more just, liberal,
and enlightened policy. Had it been so, the interests of
both nations would have found their common level in
their mutual prosperity; the moral and physical powers
of both would have been invigorated and embarked in the
same cause, attracting and consolidating their united
strength into one impenetrable mass, which would have
defied all the enmities, the machinations, and the powers
of united Europe.

Arrangements of such n nature, founded on so strong
and broad a basis, might have been durahle as the ancient
towers of Ireland, of which even tradition cannot trace
the origin, but which neither time nor the elements have
as yet had the power to dilapidate. Ireland was disposed,
for a time, to be contented with her Parliament: sus-
picion is not one of her characteristic feelings; she looked
at every object through the sunny medium of her own
bright and warm generosity, and threw herself at once
into the arms of her sister country. She did not or she
would not, till forced by its glare upon her vision' see the
false and fatal artifices by which her independe:lce was
surrounded. She disdained to suspect those on whom
she had already lavished a noble confidence' and she
fancied she beheld all her better fortunes Circling like a
glory, round the brow of her new-born freedom. ~,

~ phenomenon so novel and captivating, absorbed 1'01
a time the reflection of the people, and concealed from
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them that treacherous reservation, which subsequent e\'ents
have proved to ha n~.then lnrked behind the faithless, but
specious language ot the ywldll1g cOllntry ...

However. the matter \\'as suddenl v hrought to a df'ClSlVe
issue. Aft~r a lingering indispo:,iiion, the "\lar'luis of
Rockingham the oilly linl~ which hound the. \\'hig ministry
tocrether ceased to exist. This loss was 1rrcIKuahlc, the

o , . 1cabinet became incomplete, and could not he recrl1ltcl ;
its members suspected each other, and the nation suspected
them, and, but a short period had elapsed, when the most
llllllatmal amI corrupt ministerial coalition in the annals
of British Government. between JUr. Fox and Lord :\orth,
justified the suspicion~ of both the people and the parties,
and taught Irelanu wlmt she might expect from the con-
sistency of British .:\Iinisters.

II. A temporary confnsion was the consequence of the
Marquis of Rockill;halll's dl'atlI. Ho\\'ever, an f'lltire
new ministry was /'ll"!lH'd, and pnblic a/Elirs in Englallli
appeared to be aClplirillg at least a semblance of some
stability.

In Il:eland, the sceue entirely changcIl. The Marquis
of Rockingham no more, the administration of England
remodelled without being improved; and Earl Temple
sent over to supersede the Duke of Portland, and to take
his chance of governing and tranquilizing the Irish peo-
ple, as circumstances might warrant.

His Excellency was a(~companicd to Ireland by his
brother, Mr. (now Lord) Grenville, in the office of Chief
Secretary; a person not adapted to the habits of that
people, the temper of the times, or the circumstances of
the country; a proud English gentleman, deficient in that
modulation and flexibility of character so usefnl to a
minister, ~t times when h~. cannot control, and so pecu-
lIarly ~erVlce~ble at all penods to the temporary rulers of
the ~nsh natl?n; and as he and his family assumed a
leadmg part, eighteen years afterwards, in the suppression
of that constlttltlOll which he then came over professedly
to complete, it hecomes necessary to allude to some of
those public qualities which have distinguished that per-
sOilage in his political capacities on both occasions.

l\Ir. Grenville hnd improved hy unremitting assiduity
Whatever talents nature had entrusted him with: and s~
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far as they could be extended, he worked them up into
very considerable reputation, and never fail~d to. exer~ise
them with firmness, though not always wIth discretIOn,
and occasionally with inconsistency.

He commenced his public course in an Irish office, and
he pursued it till he arrived at the British Cabinet. In
both he was efficient; but in the first he was mistaken,
and in the latter he was overrated. Too unbending for
the crown, and too aristocratic for the people, he sought
influence from both, without attaching himself to either;
and like the coffin of Mahomet, he was suspended be-
tween attraction. The popularity of the man ...vas cir-
cumscribed by the austerity of the courtier; and the am-
bition of the courtier, counteracted by the inflexibility of
the statesman. His powers were inferior to domination,
but his pride superior to subserviency; his party therefore
have been placed in a long abeyance, but which certainly
could not be well justified, either by the policy of the
state, or by the gratitude of the ruler.

The Viceroy, though a grander person was a 'Tery in-
ferior statesman. He was a man of business; not less
proud, yet rather more accessible than his hrother, and
would have worked his way better had he been aided by
a more elastic secretary. They both mistook their course;
they began where they should have concluded; and
acted upon the vaill idea of diverting away the attention
of an ardent people from an animating object, by the
novel purity of pecuniary retrenchments. On this erro-
neous principle, they passed over more important con-
c~rns, ~nd proceeded to the detection of official pecula-
tl(~nsWIth.unprecedented activity; they even sacrificed to
thiS ~eluslve, and comparatively frivolous object, one of
the highest. offic~rs, and one of the most extensive politi-
cal conn~ctlOns 111 Ireland. Earl Temple and his brother
thus ~ettmg to work steadily, as men of business, laboured
to gam a .confidence amongst the people by financial re-
forms, before they had established a foundation for de-
serving it by constitutional services .
. Ill. However, few u:ts of the first Temple administra-

tlO~ gave the IrIsh ~l~tlOnallY important gronnds for com-
plamt or for suspicion. Every day discovered and ex-
posed some new official delinquency, and every day
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brought its dismissals or its punishments. In other
times, and under other circumstances, this meritorious
exertion would have had its full weight, and received
adequate approbation; hut that moment was not an or-
dinary onc; a financial reform was but a secondary ob-
ject, and was soon considered rather as an interruption
to the view of constitutional arrangcment, and leading
away the attention of the nation from great measures, by
thosA of comparatively unimportant consequence. This
systcm failed in all its objects; the nation saw and de-
spised the principle, they were not in a humour to relish
naked financial arrangcments, the idea of national inde-
dependencc had filled their minds, and popular tranquil-
lity should have preccded financial retrcnchment, then it
would have bccn grateful, now it was contemptible.

The Viceroy, ho\\"cvel', persevered in his otilcial refor-
mations ; and though he obtained no credit from the body
of the people, he appeared to make considerable progres's
among-st the aristocracy of the patriots.

Amongst those whom Lord Temple selected to aid him
in this plausible reformation of public abuses, was a
person, who, from that period, continued an active and on
some occasions, a distinguished member of the Irish Par-
liament. On the question of an Union, he made himself
particularly remarkable, and had nearly ended his mortal
career in supporting the minister.

Mr. Isaac Corry, the son of an eminent merchant in
I\l:Wry, had been elected representative in Parliament for
his native town, and commenced his public life under the
patronage of that dignified Irishman, nIl'. John O'I\eil,
with great advantages. His figure and address were
those of a gentlem,w, rather graceful and prepossessing j
and though not regnlarly edncated, he was not badly in-
formed. He ,,'as a Ulan of business, and a man of plea-
sure; he had glided over the surface of general politics,
and collected the idioms of sllperficialliterature; he pos-
sessed abont a third rate public talent; his class of e10-
Clition in Parliament was sometimes useful and always
agr('e~\hie, but on momentous subjects he was not efficiel~t.
III t~lcillg great questiolls, he frequently shrull~ back, III
facing great men, he was sllfficlClltly asslUlIllli? HIS
public principles were naturally patrIotIc; but his mterest
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lost no time in adaptin~ tllPrn to his pnrposes. He .songht
to acquire the charactf'r of au accomplished finanelCr, hut
he ,,-as totally unerplal to the mazes of finane.lal sprcula-
tion and there he altozethcr faIled. HIs pn \'atf' halllts
and'qualities were frielldly and engaginz, his puhlic ones
as correct as his interest would admit of:

As a reward for his fidditv to the Irish ::\Iinister of
1799, he succeeded in the first object of his life, the sup-
planting of Sir John Pa~nell in the. Chaneellorship of the
Irish Exchequer. But It added lIttle to IllS emolument,
and nothing to his reputation. He wr:1ngled through
the Irish Union as a ministerial partisan, allCl exposed
himself as a financier in the Imperial Parlianwnt. His
influence was neutralized when he lost his country, his
pride was extinguished when he lost his otficf', ailll he
Was defeated at ~ewry, in which he thought himself es-
tablished. Like others of his repenting eonntr)'mcn, he
withdrew from publie lite, npon the pllrehase of his in-
tegrity, regretting past scenes, and disgusted with the
passing ones. He lingered out his latt(~r days in an in-
glorious retirement, the prey of ehagrin, and tlw vietim
of unimportanee. As a private fi'iend, it is impossible
but to regret him; as a 'public character he has left but
little of celehrity.

Lord Charlemont and 1\1r.Grattan, dazzled by specious
appearanees, plaeed much confidence in, and formed some-
what of a political connection with the new Lord Lieute-
nant. But they soon found that it had become impera-
tively necessary to change the tone of their representa-
tions to Government; and during the recess of Pm'lia-
ment, they adopted language very different from and
much stronger than that which they had conceived to be
sufficient during the last administration. The interval
~etween the pr?rogation .and the meeting of a new Par-
h~ment, compnse~ a pen~ of great importance in Irish
history, and ments conSIderable attention, as bearing
strongly on the subsequent transactions which extin-
guished its constitution.

IV. The armed Volunteers had now assumed a delib-
erative capac.ity. ~olitic.al ~uhjects became topics of
regular orgamzed diSCUSSIonIII every district of Ireland,
and amongst every class and description of its population.
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They paraded as soldiers, and they debated as cItIzens j
and but few days passed 0\"Cl", in which they did not
exercise in both capacities. ::\lore than 150,000 Vohm-
teers now appeared upon their regimental muster-rolls:
prepared to join their standards the moment their country
dem:ll1ded theil: exertions; an army so constituted must
have been strong, an army so animated must have been
invincible.

The Catholics now became also practically active in
the same cause, considerable bodies of that body now took
up arms, formed regiments in several districts, and placed
themselves entirely under the command and control of
their Protestant officers and fellow subjects. All was
unanimity in the armed bodies; but a general discontent
and suspicion, as to the conduct of Great Britain, appeared
in rapid progress, and proceedings more than usually
alarming were occurring every moment throughout the
"wholenation.

J\I:lny collateral and important constitutional points
now successively appeared to have been omitted in the
claim of rights; and many remained unaftected by the
repeal of the English statute, but which sooner or later
must necessarily give rise to new and great collisions.
The debates of the last session inconclusive in their results,
had, without remedying these difficulties, inflamed the
people; and a new paroxysm of discontent actually seized
upon the entire population. '1'he Volunteers, however,
soon placed the matter beyond all doubt or argument;
they again entered into decisive resolutions, no longer to
obtey,or sufler to be obeyed, any statute or law theretofore
enacted in England, and to oppose their execntion with
their li\'es and fortuncs.'" The magistrates rcfused to
act under them, the judges were greatly emharrassed, no
legal canses could be proceeded on, under the authority
of the British statutes,t though naming Ireland, no counsel

• A few resolutions of the Volunteer corps will serve to sh?w t~e
spirit awl temper of the whole; the most importa.nt will be detailed In

the "\ pp,'ndix ..
t Hcsoilltiods. County of lUonllghlln. "\Ve. the High Shenlf.

Forem'lIl. and Grand Jury of the County of Monaghan, as-..""lIIbled,Lent
Assizes, 17K:2 : .

.. Thinking it now peculiarly necessary to declare our senhments reo
Bpecting the funda.-nental and undoubted ngbts of thh~ natIOn, we do
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would plead them, no juries would find for them, the
operation of many important laws, theretofore in force,
was necessarily suspended; and matters seemed verging
towards great perplexity. The general dissatisfaction
made rapid progress, assumed a more decisive attitude,
and every discreet person became alarmed for the con-
sequences.

'fhe discussion and arrangement of those numerous
constitutio.nal and legal difficulties, though complicated
and irritating, appeared absolutely indispensable. It
became impossible longer to support the terms of the
address to his Majesty, or to argue that" all constitutional
questions between the two nations were at an end for
ever;" the fact was practically negatived, and all reasoning
on the sufficiency of the simple repeal, daily lost its weight
amongst the people.

V. ~Whi]st these important subjects were in agitation,
and many men's opinions remained undecided in Ireland,
the conduct of the British Parliament and of the British
Ministry justly confirmed all the suspicions which had
been entertained as to the sincerity of Great Britain.
unanimously dcclare, that we will, in cyery situation of life, and with
all the means in our power, assert and maintain the constitutional rights
of this kingdom, to he governed by sllch laws only as are enacted by the
King, Lords, and Commons of Ireland, and that we will in eyery in-
stance, uniformly and strenuously oppose the execution of any statutes,
except such as derive authority from said Parliament, pledging ourselves
to.our country, and to each othcr, to support, with our lives and fortunes,
thIS our solemn declaration; and further, we bind ourselves, that we will
yearly renew this necessary yindication of our rights, until such time as
they shall be exphcitly acknowledged, and firmly established.

" THO~IASCORRY, Sheriff,
" SAMUEL:MADDEN,Foreman, and Fellows."

Resolutions entered into by the Corps of Dublin Volunteers, on Friday,
the 1st of March, 1782, His Grace the Duke of Leinster in the
ChaIr.

"Resolveu, That Great Britain and Ireland are, and ouaht to be, in-
Bejlarahly connected, by bein.~ unller the dominion of the sa~e King, and
enJoYIll.~"qll,d hbert\', an,l 'lllldar constitutions.

"That the Kin~,~ Lor.I" ,ml COlllllllln, of Ireland on1\', are compl'tent
to make law" bllldlll~ the suhjects of this realm; ami ihat we will not
~ey or glve operation to allY la\"", save only those enacted by the King.

rds. and Commons ot ~relan,l, whose rights and privileges, jointl y and
MVerally, we are deterrnilled to support wlth our lives and fortunes."

.. Signed (by order), JOHN \VU,LIAMS. Sec."
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Every day during the session of Parliament discord had
heen augmenting: 1\1r. Flood was frequently victorious in
the argument; but :Mr.Grattan was always victorious in
the majority. Their contests were, at first moderate; but
at length, discretion was abandoned on both sides and
gave way to altercations, abounding in eloquence, but too
person.al and too acrimonious to be recorded in these
mcmOlrs.

This violent difference of opinion between those two
great men, of course communicated its effects, more or
less, amongst all their supporters, and became injurious to
the general cause of the country. 1\11'. Grattan firmly
believed that he was right; and he would not recede. His
pertinacity formed a rallying station for some of the old
courtiers, who hated both men, but Mr. Flood most, and
gave them a pretencc for their re-embodying against the
country. Strong parties in Parliament had assailed 1\11'.
Flood, he stood at bay, and no loco.l statesman ever
showed morc talent, more judgl11pnt, more constitutional
knowledge, and euccti vc firmness, than he did in this
memorable contest.

This divided state of the Irish nation was exactly what
the Ministry were desirous to bring about. It somewhat
discredited all the Irish parties, gave breathing time to
the British Cabinet; and if disunion had extended itself
materially to the people, it 'would have given the Govern-
ment an opportunity of making arrangements entirely
conformable to their o\\'n objects. This dividing system
however, became entircl y defeated by the injudicious
conduct of some :\Iemhprs of the British Parliament,
who could not restrain their eha::rrin at concessions which
they disapproyed of: but carri,:d by thell' zecd beyond
their discrdioll, their ilJjlllliciolls l'(mduct UlIill:dpcnties in
Irebnd. as against a eOllllllon l'nelll\".

Evcl{ts 1l0~V rapidly SUCCI'I'd, ..! P;'lc!Iother, to impress
the Irish natioll \vith a tllOrol1::rhcOllyictioll that they had
to (}Palwith a Gl)\.(~l'lll11<'llt,from \'.-110111, neither political
sincPritv nor cordia I concession could he further expected.

YI. 8ir (;corl.!c YOUlU.!', a lllemlJ<~rof the British Par-
lialllpnt. Ilt'ith(,l~'a l);Jti~.t?Ilor a ['Psidellt of Ircland, had
been placed in thc otlice of "icc-Trea~urer of Ireland, as

22
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a sinecure reward for his Parliamentary support of the
British Government.

It was an ofllce during pleasure only; and therefore
no person holding that office could act contrary to the
desire of the Government which appointed him. Yet so
circumstanced, Sir George Young, in his place in Parlia-
ment, did oppose the Bills of Concession to Ireland, and
the repeal of 6th George I. which had been brought in by
the British lVlinisters themsel ves ; he also protested against
the power of passing such Bills by the English Parliament,
and disclaimed the power of the King himself to relin-
quish the inherent rights of the British Legislature to
legislate for Ireland.

No person, therefore, could suppose, that Sir George
Young, a dependent placeman, and partisan of the Britis~
Ministers, durst have so acted, or have ostensibly opposed
the King and his Government, without the express desire
or implied concurrence of the Ministers themselves.

The effect of such a speech, by such a person, at such
a moment, was almost electrical; but a much weightier
authority against the independence of Ireland soon suc-
ceeded it. Lord Mansfield (though one of the greatest,
was an arbitrary, and, in some points, one of the most
mischievous judges that ever sat upon the English Bench,)
notwithstanding the repeal of the 6th of George the First
by the British Parliament, proceeded to entertain, in the
Court of King's Bench, at Westmillster, an Appeal from
the Court of King's Bench of Ireland; observing, that
" he knew of no law depriving the British Court of its
vested jurisdiction."

The interest of money in England was only five per
cent., in Ireland it was six j and Lord :Mansfield had
pla~~ very large sums on Irish mortgages, to gain the
addlho~al o~e per cent. His Lordship well knew that
such Insh mvestments were, in their nature a trouble-
some. species of .s~curity; ,~~t that they werd not like,ly
t~ g!llll a~y addltlOnal faclhtIes by the appellant's juns-
dIctIOnbell1g taken from the British Courts awl transferred
to. Ire~and herself: hence his Lordship's reluctance to part
WIth It.

These considerations were not concealed by his Lord.
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ship. He was forced however to yield to circumstances j
but he never did it with a good grace.

VII. The effect of this proceeding was sufficiently
alarming; but another exciting circumstance immediately
took place, of still higher order. The English Parliament
passed an Act, regulating the importation of sugars from
St. Domingo to all His Majesty's dominions in Europe.
Ireland was a part of His Majesty's dominions in Europe j
and this statute was construed as of course embracing
Ireland, and thereby constituting an act of external legis-
lation over Irish concerns, by the King of England, and
Parliament of Great Britain, without the concurrence of
the Irish legislature. This, however, was rather a refine-
ment of construction; but the condnct of Lord Abingdon,
in the British Lords, rendered all further confidence in
the state of the arrangement between the two countries,
as it then stood, totally inadmissible: it \vas too explicit
to he mistaken.

Lord Abingdon, equally adverse to the ricdlts ofIreJand,
followed, in the House of Peers, the example of Sir George
Young in the House of Commons; and totally denying
the authority of the King and the Parliament of England
to emancipate Ireland, he moved for leave to bring in a
declaratory Bill to re-assert the right of England to legis-
late externally in the concerns of Ireland. This remarka-
ble Bill stated, "that the Kings of England being masters
of the British Seas for eighteen centuries, and the \Ves-
tern Sea, which surrounded Ireland, belonging to the Kings
of England, the British Parliament had the sale right to
make laws to regulate the commerce of Ireland, &c."

It was impossihle now for the Irish nation longer to re-
main silent. The aggregate of all these circlllllstances
went clearly to a simultaueons attack upon the new inde-
pendence of Ireland, and a decisi\-e proof of what might
occur when Great Britain acquired sufficient vigour to
re-assf'rt, with any prospect of cntlwcing, her supremacy.

Lord Ahingdon's attempt was candid and direct, and,
above all others, alarmed the Irish people: The Volun-
teprs ]H'at to arms throughout the whole kmgdom; above
120,000 paraded. The Voltmt:-e:s :Marc~ was.played ~.~
every band, and sung by e\-eri; V Olc.ethe \\ ar h'l'~n of.h.e
land. All confidence in the sll1centy of the Bntish :MllllS-
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try, its CahineL its Officers, its Parliament, \vas dissipate~;
and there were not wanting persons who belie\'ed and dIs-
seminated their opinion, !hat the rights of Ireland were
actually betrayed. The danger and confusion of the times
hourly increased; JUl'. Flood preserved his firmness and
his dignity, and gained much ground amongst the people.
The repeal of the 6th George 1. could no longer be urged
by Mr. Grattan as a guarantee; the sincerity of England
could no longer be relied upon; the people began to act
for themselves; and the Anglo Irish Government was
driven back to its old practices, and endeavoured, by every
means within its power to diminish the number and over-
whelming weight of their Parliamentary opponents. But
the Volunteers were in line: the people cried to arms; the
British Cabinet now trembled for the consequences of
their own duplicity; yet they had neither honour to relin-
quish their system, nor courage to support it: they reluc-
tantly perceived it was totally inoperative; and at length
became sensible to the imminent dangers of their own
situation. They felt the impossibility of either evasion or
resistance; and early in the ensuing Session the British
Ministry and the British Parliament, without any stimu-
lating debate, and without waiting for further and peremp-
tory remonstrances from Ireland, passed the most impor-
tant statute that ever had been enacted as to the aflairs of
Ireland, a statute unequivocally and explicitly renouncing
all future right to legislate for Ireland. They thereby
aPl?eared to have abrogated for ever that principle of
legl~lati~e usurpation which they had for so many ages
pertlllaclOusly and unjustly exercised.

Anno vicessimo tertia ..
GEORGII III REGIS.

CHAP. XXYII1. An act for removing and preventing
all doubts ~hlCh, have arisen, or might arise, concerning
the exclUSive Rights of the Parliament and Courts of
Ireland" in matters of legislation and judicature; and for
~eyentI.ng any writ of error or appeal from any of His

aJesty's Courts in that kingdom from beinO' received,
~~~ and adjudged in any of His Majesty's C~urts in the
&"""""tsuom of Great Britain. Whereas, by an Act of the
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last Session of this present Parliament, (intituled An Act
to repeal an Act, made in the Sixth Year of the Reign of
his Late Majesty King George the First, intituled An
Act for the better securing the Dependency of the King-
dom of Ireland upon the Crown of Great Britain,) it was
enacted, that the said lust mentioned Act, and all matters
and things therein contained, should be repealed: And
whereas, doubts have arisen whether the provisions of the
said Act are sufficient to secure to the people of Ireland
the Rights claimed by them, to be bound only by laws
enacted by His Majesty and the Parliament of that King-
dom, in all cases whatever, and to have all actions and
suits at law, or in equity, which may be instituted in that
Kingdom, decided in His Majesty's Courts therein finally,
and without apppeal from thence. Therefore, forrernoving
all doubts respc('ting the same, may it please your l\Iajesty
that it ma V be declared and enacted, and be it declared
and enacted by the King's :Uost Excellent ::\bjesty, by
and with the advice and consent of the Lords spiritual
and temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament
assembled, and by the authority of the same, that the said
right claimed by the people of Ireland, to be bound only
by laws enacted by His Majesty and the Parliament of
that Kingdom, in all cases whatever, and to have all actions
and suits at law or in equity, which may he instituted in
that Kingdom, decided in His Majesty's Courts therein
finally, and without appeal from thence, shall be, and it
is hereby declared to be established and ascerta ined for
ever, and shall, at no time hereafter be questioned or
questionable.

2nd. And be it further enacted. bv the authority afore-
said, that no writ of error or app~a( shall be recehoed or
adjucbcd, or any other proceeding be had by or in any of
His }Iaj8sty's Courts in this Kingdom, in any action or
suit at law or in equity, iustitnted in allY ofllis Majesty's
Courts in the King-dam of Ireland; and that all such
writs, appeals, or !)roce8dings shall be, and they are
ht:rehv declared Ilnll and void to all intents and purposes i
awl tlwt all rpconIs, transcripts?f records, or pro~;eeding~,
which have he81l transmItted trom Ireland to (.reat Bn-
tain, by virtue of any writ of ~rror or appeal, and upon
which no judgment has been gIven or decree pronoWlced,

22"



258 RISE AXD FALL

before the first day of June. one thousand sen'n hundred
and eiS!"hty-two, 'shall, up~n application made by ?r in
behalf of the party in whosp til\'our jIHIS!"nwnt\\'as given,
or decree pronounced in Ireland, he dl'livprpd to snch
party, or any person by him authorised to apply tor and
receive the same.

VII. This most important ll1ensun~was brought into
the British House of Commons hy ::\Ir.Townshend, passed
through both Houses, and rpcpivcd the Hoyell assent
without debate and with verv littlc ohservation. In Eng-
land it was c:lutiously held 'out neither in the light of a
new concession to Irclaml, nor of a rdi11l1uishment of any
then existing supremacy of Great Britain; out as a con-
sequential declaratory part of a general constitutional
arrangf'ment entered into between the two nations.

In Ireland it was represented as not presuming to create
a new, but merely to define a pre-existing constitution.
These were wise constructions, and in these points of
view gave no alarm nor jealousy to either country; while
it seemed to consummate Ihe desires and objects of the
Irish nation. England had now surrendered all the
interests and concerns, constitutional ,md commercial, AX-
ternal and internal, which Ireland claimed, into the hands
and guardianship of her own lcgi:.dature. To many, this
great and finishing concession app('ared a conclusive,
magnanimons, and sapicnt measnre of the British :Min-
istry. Irish freedom appeared complete; her indepen-
dence as a nation legislati\'ely acknowledged for ever.
The great outline of her constitution appeared to have
been drawn irrevocably, the possibility of reassumptioll
was regarded as chimerical, and nothing but commercial
a~angements remained to be adjusted by the mutual good
WIt!, and according to the reciprocal interests of the twO
n~tI?ns. F~r 1l; ~oment, general happiness, great cor-
diality! ~nd mvu;rcible strength, seemed to be in store for
the BntIsh EmpIre, as the result and reward of this wise
and ~ollourable confederacy of two independent nations.
A un,lOnof P?w~rs an,d of interests more dignified, sub-
stantIal, ar;rd lllYlgoratmg to a people, and more ennobling
to an empIre, never had existed. And it is grievous to
cont~ast that moment of pride and strength with the de-
solating measure which in eighteen years afterwards
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sacrificed the pledged honour and good faith of one
nation, to annihilate the independence and paralyze the
-prosperity of another."

VIII. 'fhis legislative renunciation of British supre-
macy, however, appeared to some in a different point of
view. Mr. Grattan, and many persons of great talent,
considered that statute rather a confirmation than a re-
linquishment of British supremacy, and still adhered more
strongly to the adequacy of simple repeal in preference
to such a renunciation; and many considered that it did
not go far enough. The arguments on both sides were
carried on with great warmth and pertinacity; and the
doubtful security ofIrish independence was debated upon
the construction of that very statute which was enacted
to confirm it.

This Act of Renunciation, however, appeared to have
a conclusive operation. It was conceived by many, that
nothing further was necessary to be done, but such as the
Irish Parliament was now in itself competent to enact.
But though the measnre temled to give a strong confidence
in the good intentions of the British Parliament, it came
too late to satisfy the Irish people as to the purity of their
own. On the contrary, it convinced them of either its
inefficiency or its corruption, or the Renunciation Act of
the British Parliament would have been totally unne-
cessary. J\1r. Flood's argument now appeared not only
triumphant in Ireland, but fully acknowledged, and legis-
latively acted upon, even by Great Britain herself. The
unfortunate opposition ill the Irish Commons, and the
still more unfortunate majorities of that House, which had
scouted doctrines and measures thus subsequently admitted
to be just and necessary, by the voluntary acts of England
herself, made a deep impression on the Volunteers of
Ireland.

It was true they had acquired their liberties, they
had gained their independence; but they still had to
secure it. The Renunciation Act of England had dis-
credited the Irish Parliament with the Irish people. But
it had its apology. It had ?een so long enfeebled ~nd
corrupted, so long within the Iron trammels of usurpatIOn,

• A full experience of thirt}'.two years has proved unanswerably the
truth of this observation.
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that the chain had becol11('hahitual. and therefore it was
more to be dreaded tint its broken links might be rivetted
ane\\", and Irdallll, in lapse of time, sink again under the
same po\\-er which had originally enslaved it. The Irish
Declaration of Rights had been one of those sudden events
which ages mig!it not again produce; it was the power-
ful struggle of an enslaved people, and the irresistible
energy of an extraordinary man, uniting to command the
acquiescence of a corrupt legislature .

.Without the peoplp, the Parliament would have been
neutralized; and without the man, the people would have
been unsupported: and it was indisputable, that whilst
the work remained as yet unfinished, the Irish Parliament
had slackened in its duties, and relapsed into its old
habits of a corrnpt and indolent confidence, contrary to
every principle of prudence and foresight, and the opinion
of the nation: the Irish people, therefore, as they gave
credit to the British Parliament for voluntarily conceding
what their own Parliament had refused, naturally lost
all confidence in the future conduct and purity of their
own legislature; a suspicion but too justly founded, and
which has given rise to consequences deeply interesting
to the fate of that country.
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Lord Charlemont's courtly propensities-Comparison of Grattan and
Flood-Consequences of their jealousy to the country-The people
enli~htened, learn the true state of their situation-Discussion-And
Arp;uments.-Inefficiency of the measures as a future security-A
Refonn of Parliament indispensable to public security-Mr. Pitt-His
duplicity and corruption-Constitutional reasons for a Reform of Par-
liament-Deduction-Conclusion drawn by the Volunteers-Proved
by incontrovertible fact-State of Electors and Representatives cOrn-
pared-Mr. Curran-His character.

I. THESE historic incidents have been anticipated, to give
a clearer insight into the interesting and important de-
bates which immediately succeeded them. During the
Marquis of Rockingham's lifetime, Earl Charlemont, al-
ways virtuous but often feeble, had found something
most congenial to himself in the refined habits and mild
plaintive disposition of that nobleman; and was led, by
his love of order, to conceive a visionalY amalgamation
of popular rights and ministerial generosity; and the
fundamental object of all British Cabinets-disunion
amongst patriots-seemed likely to gain much ground
through so debilitating a doctrine. Those who were
guided by Lord Charlemont's tranquil credulity and
courtly moderation, had been disposed to be content with
simple repeal. But ::\:Ir.Flood hall seen the crisis, and
had boldly thrown down the gauntlet. ::\:1r.Grattan had
as boldly taken it up; direct hostilities commenced; and
the same Parliament, which for a moment had been all
confidence and unanimity, arrayed itself for combat
nnder two powerful leaders.

1\1r. Flood had hecome most prominent amongst the
Irish patriots. He was a man of profound abilities, high
manners and O"reatexperience in the affairs of Ireland,, '" ., dHe had deep information, an extensIve c~paclty, ~n a
solid judgment. His experi~nce made lum sceptlcal-
Mr. Grattan's honesty made him credulous. Mr. Grattan
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was a great patriot-:\Ir. Flood ,,-as a great statesman.
The first was qualified to achieve the liberties of a cO,un-
try-the latter to untangle a complicated constitutIOn.
Grattan was the more brilliant man-Flood the able
senator. Flood was the wiser politician-Grattan was
the purer. The one used more logic-the other made
more proselytes. limi\-alled, save by each other, they
were equal in their fortitude: hut Grattan was the more
impetuous. Flood lW.d flualities for a great prince-
Grattan for a virtuous one; and a combination of both
would have made a glorious monarch. They were
great enough to be in contest; but they were not great
enough to be in harmony: both were too proud; but
neither had sufTicient magnanimity to merge his jealou-
sies in the cause of his country.

It was deeply lamented, that at a moment, critical and
vital to Ireland beyond all former precedent, an inveterate
and almost vulgar hostility should have prevented the co-
operation of men, whose counsels and talents would have
secured its independence. But that jealous lust for undi-
vided honour, the eternal enem y of patriots and of liberty,
led them away even beyond the ordinary limits of Parlia-
mentary decorum. The old courtiers fanlled the flame-
the new ones added fuel to it-and the independence of
Ireland was eventually lost by the distracting result of
their animosities, which ill a few years was Ilsed as an
instrument to annihilate that very legislature, the preser-
vation of which had been the theme of their hostilities.

This irreconcileable difference of opinion between twO
of the ablest men of Ireland, generated the most ruino~S
consequences for that ill-fated country. Both had their
adherents, as pertinacious as themselves. The simple
repeal had contented Mr. Grattan and Earl Charlemont;
the Renunciation Act was enforced by the perseverance
of Mr. Flood and the people, and still considered incon-
clusive. Both parties adhered to their own conviction j
nothing could warp the opinions of either' and to the
day of their death their opinions remained u~altered, and
events proved that both were mistaken .
. II. By those two statutes, by daily political discussions

amo~gs~ the ~olunteers, and by a multitude of literary
llublicatIons, clrculated with activity, the people were at
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length informed of the plain, true facts of their own case
and situation. They were reminded, as at their first for-
mation, that Great Britain had long usurped the power
of binding Ireland by acts of their own Parliament, and
that Ireland had thereby been reduced to a state of con-
stitutional slavery; that the British Government, intend-
ing to carry its usual usurpation to an extraordinary
length, had passed an Act in "the British Parliament,"
during the reign of George I., "binding Ireland by
British statutes," cutting off at once every branch of Irish
liberty ;* that this statute did not affect to originate any
new power by England, but declared peremptorily, that
such a right had always existed in the English Parlia-
ment, and always would be acted on when it suited the
convenience of the British Ministry. They were reminded,
that when the Irish nation became too wise and too pow-
erful to be longer retained in subjection, England (in
order to pacify the Irish nation) had herself voluntarily
repealed that statute declaratory of her pre-existing
power; but did not, by that repeal, renounce the right
which she had so long exercised, nor did she in any way
declare that she would never re-enact it: that the same
right remained, in abeyance; nor had England admitted
in any way that she had been originally erroneous in
enacting it.

III. These being the plain and undisputed facts of the

• \Vhen the author uses the term liberty, as connected "ith Ireland,
lest his application of that term mi~ht be misconceived, he thinks it right
to sute that he applies the term" lJberty," preno"s to 1782, m contradis-
tinction to the then existing constitutional subserviency of that country,
From 1782 to 1800, he uses it as a cOiliititutional quality, actually and
fully enjoyed bv Ireland; and after 1800, as a cOI1',titutional quality ac-
tually rcililqu.i.,hu[,. because he thinks, and always has thought, ant! that
in uni"on with the avowed opinion of many of the King's present law
officer" and judges of Ireland, that no dctached distinct nation can be
said to possess the attributes of a constitutional liberty without a resi-
dent lelIlslat ure of her own to re!rulate her own concerns; and because
he con~eiws the lTnion hetween "Great Britain and Ireland, considered
abstractedly as a unioll, has too much of the" imperium in imperio"
remaining, to be a pe.fect union,of two nations, and too litt~e of it to be
afcdcml (()!,'poct; and he conSiders that the tIe of connectJon between
England and Ireland, as it stood on the 1st day of January, 1800, was
the most pelfeet, firm, and advant~ous uni,on (illustratmg the term
.. liberty"') that human wisdom could bave deVIsed,
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case, it ,,'as thence argued that the mere repeal of the
declarator<; statllte, so far from definitiyelv renouncing
the existilig right 01' If'gislation over Ireland,'confirm?d it;
and, by repealing, only enacted the expediency of discon
tinuing its exercise under existing circumstances, The
statute which had declared that there existed such a pre-
existing right in England to bind Ireland, was indeed
repealed by Engbnd; but still, though the declar~tion
was repealed, the right was not renounce<l, and remall1ed
only dormant till it might be adyisable, under a change
of circumstances, to re.-declare it by a new statute.

The simple repeal of any statute certainly leaves ,the
original jurisdiction untouched, exactly in the same Situ-
ation as before the repeal of it, and with an un<liminished
right to re.enact it as might be conveuient: and the 6~h
of George I., its enactments and repeal, stood exactly III
the same situation as any enactment and repeal of any
ordinary statute of the same monarch. It was therefore
argued, that it had become indispensably necessary, for
the security of Ireland, that the British Parliament should,
by statutes of their own, not ouly repeal the Act declara-
tory of Irish dependence, but also expressly aud for ever
renounce the existence of auy such legislative authority
over Ireland, or future renewal of such usurpation, with-
out which renunciation Ireland had no guarantee for her
constitution.

Had the statute of George I. been an assumption of a
new authority to legislate for Ireland, its simple repeal
would have at once admitted the usurpation of such modern
assumption; but as that statute was the recognition and
declaration of pre-existing authority, coeval with the
British Parliament itself, a repeal could not he binding
on a!1y future Parliament, which might at any future time
be disposed to re-enact it.

But a statute of the British Parliament and the King of
EI~gland, by his royal assent, directly renouncing the pre-
extstence o~ such assumed right by England, pledged all
future Parhame.nts, (as far as Parliaments can be pledged)
to the s~me pr~nciple, and also definitively pledged all
f~ture Kmgs. of England against any future re-assump-
tion or exerCIse of such power over the Kingdom of Ire-
land; and though the Kings of England and Ireland
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must always be the same individual, the realms were
totally distinct, their crowns were distinct, though on the
same head; and Irchnd, possessing her own indepen-
dent lc:rislaturc any such future attempt by a King of
Englami would then be a direct breach of the law of
natTtms, and a dereliction of his Irish office bv the Kino-
of lreh~lld. "' 0

These arguments* became a nnivcrsal subject of dis-
cuss ion; and wcrc rendcrcd of still greater intcrest by
debat!;s, which every day arose on other points inter-
woven with the arrangements. Numerons British statutes
had been enacted, expressly naming and legislating for
Ireland, as if enacted by its own Parliaments. All these
remained still in activity, and great inconvcnience must
necessarily have cll'isen from an immediate and indiscri-
minate sllspension of thci r operation. None werc cnacted
in Ireland to Sltpply tlwir places; alHl grcat difIiculties
were occmrill:!, :\ltlllel'll Em::bncl could not bc 111lmili-
ated by geJlerulV';!~'([..daring that her ancestors had cx-
ceeded their COilstitlltional authority as to Ireland, On
the contrary, it should have been her proudest boast to
have done justice by avowing it. This was not humilia-
tion~it was true glory: and when E.ngland, shortly after-
wards, actually renounced for ever, by the act of her own
legislature, her domillation over Ireland, she could not
ha vc bf'ClllllllChgratified by the temporizing complaisance
of the Jrish Parliamcnt.

IV. It is also verv remarkable, that though :'Ill'.\Valshe
and the Recorder ~tlolle divided agaillst the addrcss of
:Mr.Grattan, in a very short time aftcrwards there was
scarcely a member ot' Parliament, or a lllall in lrcbwl,

• The aL!1l1nent;; u,p<! In. :'IfI. Floo,1 an,] :'Ifr, GratTan 011 this intricate
point, an.] \\'hich linally decide,! the late of lrebnd, hranche,l out into
so many parts, were dehated wilh snch ability b~' hoth partirs, that
thou~h Ille ar,c;lUnents may he compresseJ, tilC ,-tren,;th and heauty of the
lan,~lla~e never can he ~i\"{;n in any pulJIication. At an cventf', those
argumenls han, hCI'll publi,lwd by a number of persons, and partly
app,'ar in :'III. (;rallan', ,peech~s, puhlished hy IDS,,,,m, The author,
h"\\"1'\.('r, neVi'r !)('ing on that pomt 01 the "-,,me o]lInJOn as 1\lr., Grattan,
mentioned to h;1l( his dissent and his dilfiCIIlty as to the terms In WlllCh
he shoul,l publish the points anll is.-me of, tho,"" an;umenL,;, and _!he
author ha'i no moJe so authentic 'b by :\fL brattan s letter to hnD~elt on
that subject, obviously not a private OIH', bul rather llltrn,]ed, III pomt of
subject, to be made puhlic, ":1
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who did not concur decidedlv in their opinions; and even
the British ministrv and the' British legislatun'. bv their
own ,'oluntarv act,' confirmed their doctrine. Puhiic dis-
cussions on aile great subject seldom fail to involve re!lec-
tions upon others, and these lw.turally brought the Irish
people to discuss the imperfections of their OWll Commons
House of Parliament, and to perceive, that without a
comprehensive reform of that department, there was no
security against the instability of eveuts and the duplicity
of England.

The following letter, however, from Mr. Grattan to the
author, appears to throw new and material light upon the
subject, and to develop the individual views and politics
of lVIr.Grattan himself~ more clearly than any speech or
document heretofore published.

This letter also proves, more than volumes, the insin-
cerity of the Duke of Portland and the English Go\'ern-
ment: their distinction between the words "recognised"
and " established," leaves their political reservation be-
yond the reach of scepticism.

This letter shows palpably the ruin that a want of
co-operation between two great men brought npon the
country; and, above all, it incidentally exposes the
courtly, credulous, and feeble politics of Earl Charlemont,
so injurions to the public canse, and so depressing to the
vigour and energies of its greatest advocate.

To Mr. Ponsonby's chance remissness on a future cri~
sis, is attributable the ultimate loss of the Irish legisla-
ture, as Lord Charlemont's political courtesy was, on this,
fatal to its security. Patriots without energy, as bees
without stings, may buz in sunshine, but can neither
defend their hive, nor assail their enemy.

" House of Commons, London,
" iWardt, 2nd.

"My DEAR BARRINGTON,

.. " I am excessively sony that your health has been
Impaired, and I hope it will soon be restored.

"I will ge~ you the Whig-Clnb resolution. They pro-
posed to obtam an internal reform of Parliament in which
they p~rtly .succeeded: they proposed to p;event an
UftlOn, ill which they failed.
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"The address that declared no political question re-
mained between the two countries, had in view to stop
the growth of demand, and preserve entire the annexation
of thc Crown. It was, to us, an object to prevent any
flltnre political discussion touching the relati\'e state of
the two countries; because we might not be so strong as
in that moment. And it was an ohject to us, and to the
English :.linister, to guard against any discussion that
might shake the connection to which we were equally
attached. Fox wished sincerely for the liberty of Ireland
without reserve. He was an enemy to an union, and
wished the freedom to be annexed to his name.

"The Act of repeal was a part of a treaty with Eng-
land. A declaratory Act of title is the affirmance of the
existence of a former title: the repeal is a disaffirmance
of any such former title; the more so when accompanied
by a transter of the possession, 1"iz. the transfer of the
final judicature and the legislation for the colony-trade of
the new-acfluireu islands, made in consequence of a pro-
test by Ireland against the claim of Englanu.

" The repeal was not any conti'ssion of usurpation-it
was a disclaimer of any right. You must suppose what
I have said, unsaid. A man of spirit may say that,. but
he will hesitate to unsay word by ~l"ord. That was the
case of England. She would not in so many words con-
fess her usurpation, nor did she; on the contrary, when
they pressed her, she exercised the power, and said, 'The
constitution of Ireland is established and ascertained in
future by the authority of the British Parliament.' It
was proposed in the House of Commons to change the
words, and say' reeognised for e.'er.' They agreed to
the words 'for ever,' and refused the word 'reeognised,'
and kept in the word 'established.' This, I call making
Ireland free with a vengeance.

"I wish, in your HiStory, you would put down the
argnment on both sides. I can get you Flood's published
br his authority.

"I am excessively thankful for the many handsome
thin!:.':srOll have said of me.

~ "Your's most trulv,
"HE~RY GRATTAN.

" Chevalier Barrington,
" BOlllogne, pres Paris."
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v. Their bte constitution~l ~cCJuirements, t1.ongh
app~rently confirmed beyond the po\\'er of re\'(Jcation,
might be yet a precarious tenure, whilst Irelallli had a
HOllse of Commons, so framed and elected as to be sus-
ceptible of relapse into its former degradation; and
though their constitution w~s not in any state of present
danger, future insecurity n11lst be the necessary conse-
quence of a feeble or corrupt representation.

Over the Lords ~nd over the Crown, the control of the
people was insuflicient and uncertain. It was just, there-
fore, that they should lmve a counterpoise, by a House of
Commons of their own free selection; and events have
since proved that the suspicions were prophetic.

These, and such like reflections, led the Irish people
gradually according to their capacities, into a train of
constitutional deductions; and suggested topics as to the
reform aud purity of Parliament, which they had never
before thought of.

The gre~t body of a people can never be capable of
that cool and discriminating course of reasoning, which
individuals or limited delegations arc capable of exercising,
hence they too frequently, in great general ~ssemblies,
1011ow,whether right or wrong, the sentimeuts of those
who reason more plausibly than themselves, or whose
elocution grasps at their t(;clings, and gives them a filC-
titious superiority over ordinary understandings.

It was impossible that the great body of the Irish
Volunteers, which had now assumed the guardianship of
Ireland, could be capable of methodical, deep, systematic
reasoning, or of unerring political deduction from argu-
ments of enthusiastic and heated orators; but a great
proportion of them reasoned by that instinctive power
whIch nature confers on shrewd uncultivated capacities,
and on none more than the humble orders of the Irish
people; they caught the strong features of their case and
thOlr c~mstitutioll: they knew that they had contributed
by theIr arms and by their energy. to the common cause
of thei~ country, they felt that they had been victorious,
they hstened attenti n~lyto their officers, who, more
learned ~han the soldiers, endeavoured to adapt their
explanatiOns to the strong, coarse minds which they
sought to enlighten, they instructed them as to existing
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circumstances, and to future possibilities, and thus en-
deavoured to teach those whom they commanded, not
only how to act, but why that principle of action was
dcmanded by their conntry.

At this time, the visionary and impracticable theories
of more modern days had no place amongst the ohjects of
the an1lf~dsocieties of Ireland; but the naturally shrewd
and intelligent capacities of the Irish people were easily
convinced, that without some constitutional reform in the
mode of electing the Commons House of Parliament, they
could have no adequate security for permanent indepcn-
dence. They learned that paroxysms of liberty which give
rise to revolutions, do not endure for ever, and that the
spirit of Irish freedom, which had effected the liberation
of their country, might expire, that the independence of
the constitution, unless protected by a free parliament,
never could he secure, that the enemy might attempt to
regain her position, and that the hattle would then be
fonght again undcr multiplied disad,-antages.

SLldl a reform, thcretore, as might insure the unin-
fluenced election and individual independence of the Irish
representatives, appeared to be indispensable, not as a
theoretical innovation, nor of a revolutionary complexion,
but as a practical recurrence to the first and finest
elements of the constitution as it then existed, without
any diviation from the principles on which it had been
with so much wisdom originally constructed. This species
of reformation, and none other, was that which the Irish
nation so judiciously sought for; nor were they without
high authority and precedent to countenance that requi-
sition. :\lr. Pitt, that great, hut mischieyous and mistaken
statesman, at that time professed himself to be a retorming
patriot, but it was prot;'ssion only, his deep and solid in-
tellect \vas soon perverted by the pride of his successes,
and confidence in his omnipotence, He reigned at an
un('xampled era, his it'rtde and aspiring, but ar~ogant
genins, kd him into a series of grand and m?-gmfice,nt
delusions, geuerating systems and meaSllfP.SwhIch, w:hile
proit'ssing: to save, sapped the outworks of the BntIsh
constitution. and accelerated, If not caused, the finanCial
ruin in which he left his country. He, however, lived
long enough to rule as a minister by that system of cor-

23"
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ruption which, as a patriot, he had reprobated; and to
extinguish the Irish Parliament, by the loyalty and at-
taclllllent of which his government had been uniformly
supported.

'fhe Irish people coincided with Mr. Pitt as to the
necessity of a reform; nor did the leading reformers of
Ireland materially differ with him in the details of that
reformation: the principle was admitted by both nations,
but Mr. Flood was ulldisguised, amI Mr. Pitt was in
masquerade.

The course of reasoning which led the armed associa-
tions of Ireland at that period to decide upon the impe-
rative necessity of a rcionn of Parliamellt, was of that
sober alld cOllvincing nature, which without sophism or
declamation, proves itself by the force of uncontrovertible
premises, and of plain and simple deductions.

VI. 1st. It could not be denied that the fundamental
principle of the British constitntion is a perfect relative
equipoise and distinctiveness of its three component es-
tates, the King, the Lords, and the representatives of the
people.

2nd. It could not be L1enied,that any deviatioll from
that equipoise and distinctivclless IlCcessarily altered the
political symmetry of the whole, and destroyed that
counteracting quality of the three estates, on the preser-
vation of which pnblic liberty entirely depended.

3d. It could llot be denied that the ::\Iembers of the
House of Commons, funning the third estate, should, by
the theory of the cOllstitution, be persons freely selected
by !he people themselves, to guard above all things
agamst any coalition of the other estates, (the Crown and
the Peers), which coalition must endall"er the liberties of
the people, by extending the prerogativ~s and powers of
the Executive Government beyond the limits the consti-
tution restrains them to.

4th. !t coul~ not be denied, that anyone individual,
arro~atmg to llllnself, and actually exercising a power to
nOlIlinate, and by his own sole will elect and return re-
presentatives to the COllllllons Honse of Parliament, sent
them mto that assembly, not to speak the sentiments of
th~ people, but the sentiments of the imlividual who no-
mmated them, and causell all imlllediate deviation from
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the fundamental principles of the British constitution;
but where members of the House of Peers so nominated
and returned persons to sit and vote as members in the
House of Commons. it was, in fact. the HOllseof Peers
voting by proxy in 'the HOllse of C~mmons; thereby at
once destroying the illllepellllence and distinctiveness of
the third estate, awl cnabling the Crown and the Peers,
DY c.oalition, to control the Commons, and establish a
despotic throne and an arbitrary aristocracy.

The power, therefore, constitutionally conferred on the
King by his royal prerogative of creating Peers, coupled
with the power unconstitutionally practised by Peers, of
creating Commoners, left the people no sufficiently
counteracting constitutional protection for their liberties.

5th. It could not be denied, that purchasing the repre-
sentation of the people in the Commons House of Par-
lialncnt Il)f money, and selling the exercise of that repre-
scntation flH olfice, was a constitutional crime of great
magnitude; and that when such a practice \\'as publicly
countenanced, it of course destroyed the purity of Parlia-
ment, the principle of representation, and safeguard of
the constitution.

But if these purchases were made by servants of the
Executive Government, in trust, for the uses and purposes
of its ministers to enable them to carry measures through
the legislature, which their naked strength, official
character, or the merits of the measure, might be unable
to effect, it was unequivocal that such practices put an
end totally to all security in the constitution, and that the
people must owe the enjoyment of their liberties only to
the timidity, the forbearancl', or the possible wisdom of
an official olizarch\'.

The Yoluntecrs ilOW ex::unined existinz matters of fact
in Ireland as applicable to thcse premises: and comparing
the aile with the other, the conclusion became so plain
and obvious to the humblest capacities, that the necessity
of reform or modification in the mode of electing
members ti)r the Parliament of Ireland, required no
furt her arZlllnent.

To ase(:rtain the rclati,'e matters of fact, as applicable
to these premises, the, Volunteers calls~d to be print.cll
and published, lists ot theIr House of Commons, desIg-
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nating the mode of election of every individual; ~htJ
individual by whose personal influence each representatIve
was elected; the number of persons who nominally
returned the member; and, as far as could be ascertained,
the money or valuable cOllsideration, paid for such uncon.
stitutional representation. The result of the inquiry left
no room to doubt the applicability of those inquiries to a
great proportion of the Commons House of Parliament.
The Earl of Ely nominated nine members to the House
of Gammons. The Earl of Shannon nominated seven;
and above twenty other members of the House of Lords
nominated and elected members for the House of Com-
mons. Many individuals openly sold their patronage, for
money, to the best bidder, others returned members at
the nomination of the Viceroy or his secretary; and it
appeared that the number of representatives elected freely
by the people, upon constitutional principles, did not
compose one-fourth of the Irish Commons.

VII. An internal reform of Parliament was, on full
consideration, deemed quite incompetent to meet the
9anger. :\ umerous statutes had been passed to punish,
~s a public crime, the bribery of an elector; but no law
reached the individual who possesscd and exercised an
intlucncc over electors, and then secretly sold that in-
fluence for money or tor title. Thc elector who corruptly
voted, was considered as a criminal; but the man who
corruptly bought and sold his vote, was tolerated. On
the fullest investigation, therefore, it appeared that in
Ireland the third estate was, in a considerable degree,
nominated by the second estate; that both the second and
third estates were influenced by the first estate; and that
the whole symmetry amI equipoise of the constitution
were theoretic, but had no solid or permanent existence.

The Volunteers at length determined to demand a
reform of Parliament, and to bring the measure })('(IJre
the existing Commons in a garb which they conceived
wonld rt'nder it irresistihlt': and from that d~~terminati()11
arose the formation of a national representative conH'ntioll
of patriotIc delegates selec(t.d from the armed regiments,
the most extraordinary, animating, but unprecedented
assembly e~er.yet beheld in the midst of a people, at the

. moment enJOymg an ascertained constitution.
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1b(l this ass('ml,1y h('pn ('olldlletpd with discriminating

eanlion alHllllltlilJl'hill:! III'IIIII"S". it IlIi:!ht han' attaillpd
all ils ohj("'ls. alII! Iia \'1' ('(I""I('d :\ ("(11111'\('«>n'1I0v:llioll of
th,' British ,',,"s111111i"ll.tlll'''II'.!lllill' Iri,III"'''I'II', EII:!lalld
\\',,"1d ""1 l,,"'.!' 11:1\'l'd"!;I\',.d :JI'lill:!OII 1)11'S1J1'I'('""fltll're-
(.,.d"111 01' ",,'I:llId, This ,'xlr:'''n!III:'IT 1l1,.,.till:!.llo\\'('\'pr,
tl'''II'.!'h its "hl""ts \\',,1'<' Ilol (.n;"'!II:11l'd, III'''II:!III j;'r\\'ard a
gr,.:'t Illass (Ii' lal"llt allt! (If patriotism wlii,:h had thNC-
t"t;\r,' laill dOrJllallt.

Ililrill'.!' Ih(~ prn:!('('ss of all Jlolitical rl'/cmns and ]'("'0-
Illtt"lI". 11ll'1I1"l\,(' I)('ell fre<[lll'llrly {')lIl1d pressillg them-
s,'h'l''' t;ln\'anl illto puhlic noti('e. soldy hy the strellgth of
their tal"llts all(] the po\\'pr of their eller!!ips: springing
at OIl"P frol!l t)'I'luullhlest rallks of ohscurity, to the high-
e,,! ('lass of r"jllil:llioll,

Ollf' 01' lh"",' Itllllill:lri,'" \\'as ahout this period seen
ari"ill~ ill Jr,.lalld, \\'1,,,,,<, 1',.I,'hri1\' illlhat ""lllltlTltaclno

, ,

CnJlljll'!llrll',

Julill Philp"t ('mr:lll. a 1\1'1'''''11 \11' hUlllh],' o!ic:ill, l,f
car,.I,."" h:lhil'" alill "olll"!llj>tild,' ":XI"iil'I'. J'''''' :11 (111('1' to
S'''''' lie\\' lustre alld "pirit to:lIl alrpady his:-Idy Pldi:!htcned
alld spirited prol':ssioll. He hall pass('d through the
l'nin.rsityof Duhliu llllsi'.!'lIalised br allY "ery peculiar
1,nn"1\l's: and was admitted to the Iri"h bar. scarcely
kllO\nL alld totallr unpatroniscd. 'Yith the hig-herorders,
}lI' had IIi' illt,,\,,'ourse. and ha.] contracted !Il:lnnl'rs. and
adopI",] a killd 01' "n('iI'IY. t"lldill2 r.~t'\('r todi"'JllaEt\ him
1;,1':u!\'alW"Illt'lIt: hut \\'hatP\','r dl":Hlyal1la:;ps ltr. slltic'n,d
from hltmhl,' hirth. \\'pr" """II 1,,'-1 "j:!ltt Ill' amidst the
hnlli:lIll'\' IIf lti" t:J!"ill. :11l.] :1 ""llltnn""11 of what 1\1' It~ld
''''PI1. w,il, \\'h:lt 1\1' i'''''' tll, 1"IJI!':wd 1/,.. Cil1aIJlIIJl'!Jl" of
111' :2l'llill'- IIp' :~Plfl' .ilJ ....tl\ (',.\,'l'j':ll,.d. \"\*'1" dId l')I~ltl]f'}Jl'e

~q'IJ<lr J I "'I Ill:l!i~- !1111IiIJI11l> j;\rlll .....1'1' ~ll IIl'lllY ;lti~".ting
IlJ"dIlLttlnlj". a" III tl"ll ~:Ikd p"r">!I":!", E\"'r)' 'lualllY
wlndl cOllld t"1'111 a 1"'\,lIhr IIlall>r \\': ... III hnll l'nmhinl'd;
aud II ""'II\I'd a .. 11 1l:11ln,' IJ:"I stolen SOli!.... splendid
alllil,"t,. 1'1"111 :tlj t<lrJlJl'r d,,'I:'IllI.'rs In tlp,'k 0111 and
l'IIl!"'il1,,lt 1,..1 ;"j"I,!,.d I;l\'purit(,. (Ill ordinary OC(,,:1SiOll"l,

hi" itJl':II':':" \\'"" ,'nplnll'. frp'I'Wlltl}' pln'IU("Jlf. y"'f I!"IH'-
T:llil' 1111"'llid. J,1I1. Oil !!T"at ow's. IIIP ,'andy 01 11I~ ,,10-
cllli~ljl. II~ 11Ixurialw".It~ df",'!. wl'r" rJllll" 1l1lr1\'alll'd,
so I.? III11, ludlCfllll<, dramati ... anl1l111"nl:lt"" .. h1lIl1onrou'l,
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His political life was unvaried: from the moment he
became a Member of the Irish Parliament his temperature
never changed. He pursued the s::nnecourse, founded 01~
the same principles. He had closely connected himselt
in party and in friendship with l\Ir. George Ponsonby;
but he more than equalled that gentleman in the sincerity
of his politics. From the commencement to the conclusion
of his public life, he was the invariable advocate of the
Irish people; he never for a moment deserted their in-
terest or abandoned their defence. He started from
obscurity with the love of Ireland in his heart; and while
that heart beat, it was his ruling passion.

As a mere lawyer, he was in 110 estimation; but, as an
able advocate, he had no rival; and, in his skill and powers
of interrogation, he vastly excelled all his ri\'als. He never
failed to uphold the rights and independence of the Irish
baL on every occasion where its privileges were trenched
upon; and the Bench trembled belore him when it merited
his animadversions. );one ever assailed him publicly,
who was not overthrown in the contest; and even the
haughty arrogance of Fitzgibbon seldom hazarded an
attack, being certain of discomfiture."

Mr. Curran was appointed Master of the Rolls (Mr.
Ponsol1hy then Lord Chancellor.) He was disappointed
in not obtaining a legal situation more adapted to his des-
cription of talents. He was also chagrined at not having
obtained a seat in the Imperial Parliament, and at length
resigned his oflice, upon a pension of 2,7001. per annum.
He died at Brompton, on the 14th of October, 1817, after
a short illness, and now" not a stone tells where he lies."
His funeral was private, and he was huried in the yard
of Padding-ton Chmch. The Author knew him. He had
too much talent to last, every thing is worn out by inces-
sant action. He was never fond of show, and in his latter
days he both sought and obtained obscurity. Of the close
of his life I have heard much, and credit little•

• :\Ir. Cumn and Lord Clare, whil~ tbe latter W88~=..~~~
had on one {>erasion a conlrovel'!lY whiCh could :f~ry long pistols at
personal baltIc. The combatants fired two ca:sand Vl'ry little ~clat; (or
each other, but certainly With very bad ~fied liar reconciled; nor did
they were neither killed, woulldedd:",,:,,.~sont~ continue tbe engagement.
either of them expre,;s the shghtem I ; .~I
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CHAPTER XVJII.

Volunteers received by the KinQ:-Happy state of TreJancl-Progressive-
Iy prosperous~entoward consequences of the collisiun between Flood
and Grattan-.\. second Vllllgannon meetingol' delegated YoJuJlteers--
1\11'.Floud gaim'ground-Argument,,-A 1\"ational Convention decided
on-Their lir,t meeting -:... Interesting prnce,,'ioJl uf the Delegates
described--Entrance of the Delegates-E:\traurdinar~' coincidence of
localities-Embarrassing situatiou-The Dele.!Jates mePl at the Ro-
tunda.

I. THAT unparalleled army, the Irish Volunteers, had
now ascended to the zenith of their charactICr and pros-
perity. They had liberated their country from a thr,ddom
of seycn centuries, their numbers, their attitude, and re-
spectability, had conquered their independen('c from a
more po\\"erful nation, without llloodshecl. The King
received at his comt, and his le\"('('s, \\"ith Clpp::nent cordi-
alit\-, Volunteer otiicers allll soldiers who \\"ithout his
authorit\", 1()rmed an Clrl11Vunconnected with his Crown,
and independent of his GO\"ertlment: they acted without
pay, and suhmitted to discipline witlwtlt coercion.

The regular forces p::tid them military honours; the
Parliament repeatedly thanked th(,lll tor supporting a
constitution upon which their establishmcnt had undoubt-
edly encroached. They were adored hy the people,
dreaded by the Minister, honoured by the Kin!!. and cele-
brated through Europe. The," had rai~e(1 their country
fr?m sla~"ery, and they supported their 3lonarch against
hts em'mies. They were loyal. but determined to be free;
and if their Parliament haZi h;'ell 11Onl'~t, Ireland would
han' b'pl hN rank, and tilt' natiou prc~('rn'd its tranquil-
lity. Tilt, rise and pro~ress of that illstilllli"n han' l,,'en
aln.ady traeed: its (I.'clille :l1HII'lllnlllst !lO\\"be re('ord,'(1.
. At this period, lwland :1J'pe,lJ"('dto 11,1\'" !lothin~ to de-

sire but capita! allll illdllstlT. ,...;he""as free, she '\"a~ in-
dependent, populous, powel:fnl and p::ttriotil' ; her debt did
DOt exceed her means of payment; hut of trading capital
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she had insufficient means, and her industry was cramp-
ed hy Ihe lIarrOWIlI'SS of hl'1' rt'sOllr<'1", :\ II tllf' matl'rials
and drllll'llts of indll,tl'\! \\"1'1'1' \\'Ililill 1,,'1' O\\'Jl realm.
and till' t"r<...dlllll of tmdl' 'slll' h:1I1 al'Il'llrl"!. 110\\' prolilisecl
a stilllldils I,) liI'l' elllllllll'r<'I' wlii"I, slil' h:,,1 111'\""1'""'~'I'e
expl'ril'II,:,'d, '1'111, 1'1'01'11' Wen' 1IIIilf'd: ('atlioll<' alill
Pro!t'stalll werr~ Oil till' Illl'Sl "Imiral If'rlIIS: tlil' \'oiee of
patt"Jlllislllllad eXllrei,,'d tIll' spirit of discord, till' ('atholi,;
1;"1'111<'mOlllf'llt tim!ot his chaills. alld tIll' Prolf'stallt 110
IOIl~I'r wI'olle(.tf'd his ascI'lld('llcy: peaef', order, alld se-
ClIrtl\', f'xtl'lId('c1 O\'l'r tIll' whol" lsiallcl; 110 army was
rC'lllll'cd to deli'llIl till' coasts, 110 plilicl' was wallied to
pres(~rn~ tran'lllillil ~', IIcitlll'r 10rl'i~1l Ilnr dOllll'stic elll'l11ies
could slll'eced a~'lIllst a Pl'osp(.rincr and ulliled pf'oplf'.

lIad tlIP ar<l,'111 llalllrl' of h,'hlld t"'1'1l tlwlI tl'lll)l"rcd
by ('altll alld 1"'I'SI'\"I'rillcr jWI:.!IIl<'Ilt. h:lIl nrdillan' t()I'(~-
sicrlil "'lIltr"II,," 01' :.!llid,.d h,'r z"al. ;'lId had ralllljr:ll.sr, /1-
tiCtSlfl 11ICl(l\'r:i.tt.d lIt.\" ('llthu-...i:\'-'liL t1j1l' ~ll('l't ~l>",ii)ll llf
hel' O\\'n Parll:!II!,'lll 1l1l~llr 11<1\'1' Ililr"lldl/'d 111'1'illd")"'I1-
deliCt', ;U1d ('~t;lhiJ.,ltl'd 111'1'"Ollqllllllf'lJ, I"Y"'lJd lIlt' p"wt'r
or the illtlut'IlCP of all her e]Jemie,.:,

Lnto\\'ard destilJ\', howcn,r. had decreed that untor-
tlIllate and crel' rnai-1!On'rJIl'd Islalld to fall into thfl ('Tror
hr which in,li\'idnals so ofrcn Ill"et thi'ir min. Ha\'ing-
obtailwd ,lJl'f'(',.:ses heyond rlwir e\:pel'tation, a mist oh~
scnres tlwir n,.:jOlJ: th,,\' know not where 10 stnp, Ihp,,'
f11,.:lJ L1I1]ll1\' to lit.' d:Il]:.!;'rs that ,nrronlld tlil'ln, a'nd los'e
b\' illdl'i'!"<.iioll \dlat t1],.\" had al'/l1,.\' ..d h\' 1;'1'111111]",
'It \\'as PIstil- t;'ar •.d tint rh .. 1,,,, ''']]''1'11\'1', 1'T,',hIions,

and f'nlll1i,ia,.:il" Irl,iJ, in a hli:l";"ll" 1<'r'I\:\"'111 ••f crati-
tud.,. mi:!hl ral'" lit,. dr:I\\"!o:-ldzl' (,I rli"lr 1,'rlr"" f"r lh,~
:ldm]SSI";1 of 111t'11' ('I1"III;"S. rill.). iiJ111d,j Ill" di'~']I'I"nS

of th .. 111'''[ al.!p and hOIIl''-l "f tll"]r w;tr,j..r": ;l]"". who
snuzht their on.rthrow 1I11~hr a!,!alll 1.'Ii"lr:ll1' Illto hN
('itadc\.

II. '1'1\1' untllrltllJat,. dlll,'r"llef' of ""'ntiJl1f'lIt~ !l<Ptwf"t'n
:\11'. FlUI"1 alld .'Ir. t iratt;l/I. Ioy "nl,',.hhlHr thp lluthority

• TL.' l);~;j-",. nit' atiH'f •••e f.- •• ,imj( .... ;u.d .h:;;(l)rd31lt J!focc-h_hnll'il 01
~rr F,.,. ;\:,' ~1; Cra::an. and tlwJr par',;_~'l,n". pn~yt;:.k.! thr ili:-pLon
0: I'll .~"~;~"" ',\ 11llj;~tJr LoFt' <4'(!jf",! d;l" ,. "",:;1 ;,~~ ~l:!i;np.(
nt lInlllH nr an;wxa!;on. :'.e-~(t the c;,i)Ppch nf I..IH',~ (\:1 l;,th
January, IS(I{I.

21
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't ' of the nation. :Mr.
of both, had diminished the secnn \~ 1110stcongenial to
Flood's diffidence of govenllnenll~'I'ocnO'enslaved. The

, 'on t" ' dthe prospective interests at [l pl t t 't required the WIS om
, d I" d hn 1 'd 't' nenergy of patnots ha ae ne,'e :wlv-acqlllre cons~ltu 10 •

of statesmen to secure, theIr Hl . to the necessity of a
Both, however, united in opinIOn~s protect Ihat constitu-
free and independent Parliamen[t tOrrenthem or through-
'b ., -trd )r'tlOn; ut no Unal1lmltyexl, . _of that measure ..

out the country, as to the deullbj old courtiers obtamed
.. ' tle ThBy this unfortunate cOllISIon. acquired hope. e

breathing time, and the JIilJlstrr. ~rere keen to discov~r
hundred eyes of the British.Argul ish patriots; nor did
the failings and frailties ~)tthe ,\u1'e which fonus one
they watch long in vain i, to~a n~~'lofh:ish History, s~on
of the most remarkable lIlClden portunity of resumll1g
~ave the ,English.Governrnc~l~a~J~ountry.
Its operations agamst that de\ o~d scribed, as to the state

The line of reasoning already ctv for its reform, made
of the Parliament, and the necesSI Ild was indefatigably
a deep and general impresslO11,l~ nation. Discontent

I ~~OL 'circulated throughout t lC )[e and their meetlllg5

quickly sprang up amongst the ?et~Jll; several Volunteer
increased. At length delegatr)~ ~[lnnon, to consider t?e
rebCTimenlsabCTainrrssembled al,1 11ll~l'1atereform of Parha-

. mnll' d'expediency and means 01 an I . the most extraor mary
ment. Hence originated Olle at t' _". unly. 1 dscenes in the annals of any cO 'J ,cd the most able ea er51 el . , .

III. Mr. Flood was noWcOll'l supported his Opullons
of the Irish patriots. Those \\ lOt the measures already
still pertinaciously ~ontend~d, ~l~1.guarantees for the con-
conceded were not, 1Il them~eh.e d or in any respect suf-
stitution which had been acqul!ed~ endence' that confi-
ficient for the preservation of ll1 ~rliament would lull
dence in the existing state of hir m which sill' might be
the nation into a fatal slumber, 1r~lpon her freedom; and
awakened only by a neW assaU t licit formal and un-
that no arrangement, without an deX:~fh~r ori'Yi~alllsur-

'1 'b }' 10'1~n , "d 1 teq~lvoca recantatIOn y'Jl"',, )wd. They urge t lU
patlOns, ought to have bee~ ac,c;; ve been obtained, if the
such. an avowal would certaml) ~~d or deceived. They
Parhament had not been corfUPld refuse such a dec1ara-
contended, that if England ShOll
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tion, that, in itself, would be positive proof of her general
insincerity; and that if she hall~htily persisted in retain-
ing the theory of her usnrpatioll. after the practice of it
had been relinquished, it was e\-it]ent she would watch
the fnst favourahle moment to impose still stronger chains
than those that she had IOllsclJf'cl.

This strong langnagl; had already heen frePly used to.
rouse the friends of Ireland to a conviction of the versa-
tility which her Representatives had given such practical
proofs oC It was most assiduously disseminated, and not
'without fOllndation, that the Irish Parliament, in its re-
cent proceedings, had clearly e\'inced more talent than
prudence, and less wisdom than declamation; that whilst
patriots were dehating in the House, the Secretary was
negoeiating in the corridor; and theref()re it was necessary
to the puhlic safety to strangle corruption in its cradle,
and gin' the people a due confidence in the integrity of
their Representatives.

It was considered. hv many men of influence and for-
tUlle, th:J.t a reform ~f the CClIilmons House of Parli:J.ment
\\':J.s attainable, and should he then attained. The na-
tional arrangements daily appeared more imperfect, tor
they had not been conducted with the sound principles of
cautious statesmen, nor h:J.d satisfactory guarantees been
established for their fnture security. As Parliament was
then returned, no well-founded cOlifidcnce could be placed
in its permanent protection; and it ,\'as most judiciously
stated by .:'IIr.Flood, that the speech of a pw::::led J.1/in-
ister, pllt into the 1IIollth f)f an embarrassed .Jlmwrch,
was at that moment the onl\- security for the continuance
of Ireland as an indepcnrlnit lw.tion'; that snch inuepen-
denee mi2:ht rest solely upon a sin!!le word of t\\"() sylla-
blcs! on \\-hich every future .:'IIinister might found falla-
ciolls reasoning, and place his o\\"n eqni\-ocal construc-
tion, This was, in truth, prophetic.

It was also llIore than insinuated, hv men of clear and
dispassionate judgment, that the strwigles in Parliament
wCle hecollling rather f()rthe sllpremacrof men and party,
than t(1f the preservation of tlw C'onstitlltion; that they
were hlind, wncorOIlS, awl Ill-tlllled lII(iIndnal contests,
dangerous to the state, and irritating to the people. They

• The word Flnili.
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aI'crued, that the pIercing eye of the British Minister would
no~ fail to watch for the moment when, the Irish being
enfeebled by their dissensions, he might destroy that in-
dependence which the architects of 1782 had attempted
to establish, without guarding against the insecurity of the
foundation. So far these arguments were true, but men
stopped not here. It was suggested that a requisition to
the Parliament, to reform itself, urged by the people,
in their civil capacities only, might not have sufficient
weight to command attention. If, however, 300 delegates
were chosen by Volunteer regiments, from men of fortune,
influence, and character, it would prove to the Parliament
that a reform was required by those who had a right to
require it, and could enforce it. They might send the
heads of a Bill to Parliament through the hands of their
own members; such a mode of presentation could create
no cavil; and, above all, the very same men who would
deliberate as volunteer delegates, and prepare such a bill,
would be, in a great measure, those who, in their civil
capacities, composed the several grand juries of the na-
tion, many of them being members of the Legislature.
The measure was almost unanimously determined upon.

IV. Three hundred delegates were now chosen by dif-
ferent corps, and the 10th of November (1783) was pro-
claimed for the first sitting of the Grand National Con-
vention of Ireland, within the precincts of the two Houses
of Parliament, the members of which were at the same
period exercising their legislative functions. Never was
any country placed in a more extraordinary or critical
situation.

This state of affairs in Ireland was then seriously felt
by the English Cabinet, it became alarmed. Ireland no\¥
stood in a high station. No loncrer (in the language of
Mr. Gibbon) a remote and obscu~e Island, she formed a
new feature on the face of Europe, and might assert her
rank .amongst th: second order of European nations. In
constItutIOn and mlaws, municipal and international, she
was ~undamentally the same as England; her legislature
was, II? t~e.ory, altogether independent. The individuality
of theIr JOInt Monarch constituted the indefeasible baSIS
0..£ their tederative connection; but their respective Par-
liaments alone could make laws to bind their respective
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people, to regulate their own. commerce, and t? pay their
own armies. Ireland had wlsely and magnammously re-
corded her loyalty, and proclaimed her determination,
that "whilst she shared the libcrl1j, she would share the
fate of the British nation;" but the compact was recipro-
cal, and she had bound herself no Jill.tlter.

Eno-Iand conhlnot with apathy regard a military Con-
venti~], meetillg and operating on political subjects, in
the centre of the Irish Metropolis.

The attention of England was by the adoption of these
extraordinary proceedings naturally roused to a morc
detailed review of the statistical circumstances of Ireland
By the acquisition of a fi'ee commerce, and of unshackled
manufactures, the revenue and resources of Ireland con-
sequently became susceptible of extraordinary improve-
ment, and might soon have equalled those of many
cOlltinental nations, and solely at her own disposal and
appropriatioll.

In the capability of military power also she had few
rivals; at that period she contained, (and cOlltinues to
contain) more fighting mell, or men who love fighting,
and who might be collected in a week, than any other
state in Europe. The powerful and elevated position she
was then about to occupy, and the unprecedented steps
by which she had mounted to that eminence, could not be
regarded without strong feelings of solicitude by the
sister country.

The example of Ireland had afforded a grave and
mstructive lesson to an oppressed and vassal people, and
a wholesome lecture to griping and monopolising govern-
ments. Of all the extraordinary circumstances which the
state of Ireland then displayed, none was beheld, at that
critical pcriod, 'with such mingled wonder and alarm by
England, as the rapid progress of the Volunteer associa-
tiolls. And the bold stcp of a delegated convention, the
increasing numbers, discipline, and energy of that military
institution, had no precedent, nor in the changed state
of Europe, can the phenomenon ever appear in any
conntry.

Th(: Volunteers, now actually armed and disciplined,
and whose delegates were n0W to be assembled were said
to exceed 150,000 organzied men. But whatever the

24*
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force then was, the Volunteer recruits, if called on, would
have comprised the male inhabitants of nearly the whole
island, including every rank, religion, and occupation.

Such a force, though self-levied, self-officered, and
utterly independent of any control or subjection, save to
their own chosen chief,;, still remained in perfect harmony
amongst themselves, in entire obedience to the municipal
laws of the country, holding the most friend 1y and intimate
intercourse with the regular forces, and by their activity
and local knowledge, preserving their country in a state
of general and unprecedented tranquillity.

This extraordinary military body, equally ready to shed
their blood in opposing a foreign enemy, supporting their
own liberties, or defending those of England, combining
the moral and physical powers, and nearly the entire
wealth, of an immense population, nothing could have
resisted; and whatever ground of alarm the British
Government might then have felt, had ministers been
mad enough, at that period, to have attempted its direct
or compulsory suppression, instead of its attachment to
the sister country, the result would inevitably have been
a prompt separation of the two islands.

Ireland was in this state at the first meeting of the
National Convention, and the Parliament assembled about
the same time. The Volunteer elections were quickly
ended .without tumult or opposition, and their 300
delegates, each escorted by small detachments of Vohm-
teers from their respective counties, entered the metropolis,
and were universally received with a respect and cor-
diality impossible to be depicted; yet, all was harmony
and peace. Many men of large fortune, many of great
talent, and many members of the Lords and Commons,
had been elected delegates by the Volunteers, and took
upon themselves the double functions of Parliament and
of the Convention.

The Royal Exchange of Dublin was first selected for
the meeting of the Volunteer delegates. Whoever has
seen the metropolis of Ireland must admire the external
architecture of that building; but it was found inadequate
to the accommodation of a very large deliberative assem-
bly. It was therefore determined that the Rotunda
(being then the finest room in Ireland) was best adapted
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for the meeting of the National Convention. This was,
and continues to he, the great assembly-room of Dublin.
It consists of a circular saloon of very large dimensions,
connected with nmnerons and very spacious chambers,
and terminates Sackville street, the finest of the Irish
metropolis. It is surmounted by a dome, exceeding in
diameter the Irish House of Commons, and was perfectly
adapted to the accommodation of a popular assembly.

This saloon and the cDnnected chambers had been fitted
up for the important purpose to which they were to be
appropriated. But little did the Irish people conceive.
that what they then considered as the proudest day their
nation had ever seen, only preceded a little time her
national dissolution, and even prepared the grave in which
her new-gained independence was t.o be inhumated. Every
measure, however, had been prevIOusly taken to prepare
that splendid chamber [or this unparalleled assembly,
and to receive the delegates and their escorts with every
possible mark of respect and dignity. Volunteer grena-
diers were ordered to attend on the Convention as a
guard of honour during their sittings, and to mount an
officer's guard at the house of the President; whilst
Volunteer dragoons patrolled during the sittings, in the
utmost tranquillity, throughout the entire city. The
detachments of country corps, who had escorted their
delegates, having a great emulation as to their appearance
and acquipments on this grand occasion, had new dresses
and accoutrements, and it was agreeable to see the noble
hunters on which a great proportion of the cavalry were
mounted. The horse had entered Dublin in very small
detachments, from exceedingly numerous corps, and when
occasionally (;'1rl1lCdinto line, the great variety of their
dresses, ensigns and equipmellts, presented a splendid
but very striking and singular appearance." '

• The author had heen sent to town with a detachment of his father'S
cavalry corps, the " Cullena~h Rangers;" their undress Was white, with
black velvet facin~s, the full dress, scarlet. At the head of these few
men, the author felt prouder than an Emperor, it made an impre3Sion on
his youthful min.\, which, even in the chill of age, is still vivid and ani-
matln5!:, a e:lnwing patriotism. a military feeling. and an instinctive,
thou5!:h a sensele~s lust for af'hwl suricc. arose within him, a sen"-.'\tion
which is certainly inherent in a great pro~ortion of the Irish people, and
which seldom forsakes them but With theIr ll\'es.
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The cItIzens of Dublin excelled in their hospitality,
they appeared in crowds every where, forcing their invi-
tations on the country Volunteers, every soldier had nu-
merous billets pressed into his hand, every householder
who could afford it, vied in entertaining his guests with
zeal and cordiality. Every thing was secure and tranquil,
but when it was considered that 300 members had vir-
tually proclaimed a \:oncurrent Parliament, under the
title of a National Convention, and were about to lead a
splendid procession through the body of the city, to hold
its sittings within view of the Houses of Legislature, the
affairs of Ireland seemed drawing fast to some decisive
catastrophe. But it was also considered, tbat the Con-
vention was an assembly of men of rank, of fortune, and
of talent. The Convention, therefore, possessed an im-
portance and a consistence that seemed to render some
momentous consequence ahsolutely inevitable; the crisis
did arrive, but it was unfortunate; Ireland tottered, re-
trograded and has fallen.

The firing of twenty-one cannon announced the first
movement of the delegates from the Royal Exchange to
the Rotunda, a troop of the Rathdown cavalry, commanded
by Colonel Edwards, of Old Court, County of 1Vicklow,
commenced the procession; the Liberty Brigade of artil-
lery,'" commanded by Napper Tandy, with a band, suc-
ceeded. A company of the Barristers' grenadiers, headed
by Colonel Pedder, with a national standard for Ireland,
borne by a captain of grenadiers, and surrounded by a
company of the finest men of the reCTimentcame after,
their muskets slung, and bright battle~axes borne on their
shoulders. A battalion of infantry, with a band, followed,
an.d then the delegates, two and two, with side-arms, car-
rymg banner~ with motto and in their respective uniforms,
broad green nbbands were worn across their shoulders.
Another band followed playing the special air alluded to.
The chaplains of the ditterent regiments in their cassocks,

• Some of the musicians of Dublin in li80, had been employed to
compose a march for the general adoption of the Volunteer corps through-
out the kmgdom, that all might be accustomed to march to the same air
at their reviews, &c. They'compm;erl a simple-noted march, now (luso-
~te. ~ut of which t.he author retained a copy, still interesting, as conned-

with a recollecl1on of the urnes, and of that unparalleled Institution.
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marched each with his respective corps, givin~ solemnity
to the procession, and as if invoking the b~essmg of Hea-
ven all their efforts. which had a wDlHlertul effect on the
surrounding multitude. Several standards and colours
were borne'by the different corps of horse and [.)ot, and
another hri"ade of artillery, command(x! by Counsellor
Calbeck, With labels on the cannons' mouths,* was escort-
ed by the Barristers' corps in scarlet and gold (the fu~l
dress uniform of the King's Guards:) the motto on theIr
buttons being " YO.T popnli snprema le:r cst."

The procession in itself was interesting, but the sur-
rounding scene was still more affecting. Their line of
march, from the Exchange to the Rotunda, was through
the most spacious streets and Clllays of the city, open on
both sides to the rinr, and capaLJe of containing a vastly
larger assemblage of people than any part of the metro-
polis of England. An immense hody of spectators,
crowding every window and honse-top, would he but an
ordinary occurrence, and might be seen awl descrihed
without novelty or interest, out, on this occasion, every
countenance spoke zeal, every eye expressed solicitude,
and every action praclaimed triumph, green ribands and
handkerchiefs were waved from every window, by the
enthusiasm of its fair Occupants; crowds seemed to move
on the house-tops, ribands were ffung upon the delegates
as they passed; yet it was not'a lond or boisterous, but a
firm enthusiasm. It was not the effervescence of a heated
crowd, it was not the fiery ebullition of a glowing peaple
it was not sedition, it was liberty that inspired them, th~
heart bounded though the tongue was motionless, thase
who did not see, or ~vho~o not recolle.ct that splendid day,
n?ust have the l110rtificatJo.nof refiectmg that (under all its
Circumstances) no man dId before, and no. man ever will
"behold its like again."

V. The entrance of the delegates into the Ro.tunda was
more than interesting, it was awful. Each doffed his
helmet or his hat, as if he felt the influence of that sacred
place where he was about to sacrifice at the Shrine of
Freedom .. E\.ery man k~1e\Vhe was, in some respect,
oversteppmg the boundarIes of the Constitution, but he

• Their motto was, "Oh Lord, open Ihou our lips, and our mouth3
shall 60und forth thy praise !"
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considered that his trespass was for the purpose only of
adding security to that Constitution which he seemed to
transgress.

Such a state of things never existed in any other
country, consistent with perfect tranquillity. Ireland,
however, proved on that occasion her superior loyalty,
and gave the retort courteous to all her calumniators. It
was a matter of fact that the independence of Ireland had
been achieved, that it had been proclaimed in Ireland and
in England, that it had been solemnly ratified and con-
firmed for ever by his YIajesty from his throne, as monarch
of both countries. That compact was therefore firm,
because it was federal and final, and the delegates sought
what their own Parliament alone was competent to discuss,
and over which England had no control. A partial reform
of the representation was a measure which the British
Minister himself had the duplicity of proposing in Eng-
land, yet of undermining in the sister country, even in the
face of his own renunciation of all innovation and acknow-
ledgment of the former usurpation.

VI. These would at any other time, have been subjects
for deliberate consideration, but it was too late to reliect,
the die was thrown, and, as if every thing conspired to
increase the peculiarity of the scene, even the site of th~
Rotunda, where the Convention assembled, exactly lernll-
nated the street and fronted the river, on the other side of
which, in a direct line, was seen the magnificent dome of
the Commons House of Parliament, were 300 mcmbers,
returned as representatives of the Irish people, according
to the practice of the Constitution, wcre also deliberating .

.!ho~e localitics excited, in every rational mind, some-
tlimg hke a dread of possible c01lision, it was also a grave
and curious consideration, that the avowed object of the
Volunteer delegation was, in fact to degrade the character
of the Parliamentary delegates, and, under the name of
reform, convict them of corruption .
. It \~as i~npossib!enot to perceive, that both were placed
In a SituatIOn, which lllUSt necessarily terminate in the
humiliation of one of tlWfll.

It was also remarkable that the Volunteers, who had
thus sent their delegates to reform the Commons House
of Parliament, had been themselves solemnly thanked the
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precedino- session, for their support to the Constitution, by
the very ~ame House of Commons which they now deter-
mined to reorganize awl rc1onn ..

It is impossible not to contrelst tillS neltional convention
of Ireland ,,"ith the dernonatic assemblies which. in later
ciavs overwhelmed so many thrones and countrie~. ",Yith
,vllat pride must an Irishman call to his recollection the
concentration of rank and fortune, and patriotism and
loyalty, which composed that convention of the Irish
people! ",Vith what pride must the tew survivors re-
member the 300 Irish nobles and gentlemen assemblin<T
peaceably and loyally to den!and a retorm, 'an object of
all others the nearest to theIr hearts, and the most ne-
cessary to their independence!

Yet the recollection of that assembly must also cast a
dark shade over the History of Ireland, bv transterrinO" <l.
rel1eetion on its proud birth to its humble "termination.o

A delilleation of those scenes may appear, to modern
readers, an eXClggerated eplsode. That generation whieh
beheld, or act~d in those dap', is dr~1.\vingfast to a close;
and whIlst a iew contemporanes eXist, It Would be unpar-
donable to leave the scenes altogether to future historians
who could convey but a.n i.mperfeet re~ital of actions they
had never seen, and fngld ldeas of feehngs they had never
experienced, The results of that extraordinary

bl . d '. measuremay ena e postenty to 0 some JustIce to c~1 't d
.. " UllUlla eIreland, where loyalty appears to have wOlld. 't' II. ".1 ' I el u y re-tamed Its mt uence over a powertu 1 proud ~Ild t' t'

d d d. , , " pa no Ieassemblv. an, over an arm.c an IrresIstible I '" '1 . popu atlO11under Clrcnlllstances the most l :lnzerol]s ~lld' .. '. , ,. , '" IrntatlllO"that had {'ver t('rmmated With tranquillity in a . '"
The chtilkrv had scarcely announ<:('d tl.le (ny naftlOlll.

" - entr" 0 t 1edele\fatcs into Ill(, Rotlllllh, wh"n that silellt re J I' h
had pervaded the entire popnlation, duriner th SP~ctw ~IC
yielded to morc liv('ly fedings' no lonerb e IllocesslOn,
" ,.' ," __ -':, ' ber could the peo-pk rcstlalll thur JOy. At illst, a low Inurm
jlroc",'d frolll dill;~rcnt quarters, which, sOon ~Ir~ee~ed ~o
its li.n'oUl', at kngth hurst into a l1nivcrsat~~~asmg l~
llIn!,h, hk,~ lhslant thunder, gradually 1'0111'1 .er .ollftn

, . 10- on tl onegrf':tl ;111,[ contmued peal burst upon the sellS'" , I d
and incpssant cheering of the peapl" sO'1!l ,,~:; the on
from street to street, contributing the WI I. Verbcrated

10 e powers of
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acclamation to glorify an assembly which they vainly con-
ceived must be omnipotent, it was an acclamation, long,
sincere, and unanimous, and occasionally died away,
only to be renewed with redoubled energy. The vivid
interest excited by this extraordinary and affecting scene
can never be conceived, save by those who were present,
and participated in its feelings, nor can time or age ob.
literate it from the memory.

It is not unworthy of remark, that a wonderful pro-
portion of female voices was distinguishable amidst these
plaudits. A general illumination took place throughout
the city, bands of music were heard every where, and
never did a day and night of rejoicing so truly express
the unsophisticated gratification of an entire population.
The Government was astounded, the Privy Council had
sat, but were far from unanimous, and had separated
without decisioll. The old courtiers called the scene
frantic, but it was not the frenzy of a mob, it was the
triumph of a nation, incomprehensible to the vulgar
meetings of another country.

The scene within was still more novel and impressive.
The varied uniforms of the delegates had a very singular
appearance; sent from different regiments, no two of
them were dressed or armed alike; cavalry, infantry, gre-
nadiers, artillery, generals, colonels, serjeants, privates; in
fine, all possible varieties of military dress and rank were
collected in one general body, destined to act solely in a
civil capacity.

The cheers, the cannon, the music, the musketry, com-
bined to prevent any procedure that day, save that of the
members giving in their delegations, and nominating some
officers to act during the session.
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The Hi,hop of Dl'rrr takes his sca! at the Com-crltion-Jlis spkndour-
An'\ ]'ac;ea;ltry-Pro,,('s-ion-~Popularity~E:\JraorJinary Visit to the
Hml"~' Ul Lnrd.----.\ (iu:ml of llfltlour moullt('d at his hou:,e-Entire-
1;- ,L'Y\'l1l:tl in tJ\I~ Iri~h 1)['()plP-lli.-.; .!!rC'al {lUalitit' ....and arqlljf(>m(,llt,~~

0Pl"N'S Ch"rlell1ont and Cratlan--First trf>achefOll.- Schein!' of the
British (;"wrnment a~2;ainto cnslarc Ireland-The spirit of the Irish
Parliament decllnes-rtc",on, lor Hdorm in l'arlianwnt-,\ IJsolntely
essential to In>r l'r,,"perity--Further traits uf Luni Clnrbnonrs Char.
acler--IIIS ineffi,'iency-lIi, vie",s -Oi'l'''''''; the HlSh01' ut Dr-ITY's
Election ior the Presidcnn' ot the :'o.'ali""c1lC,mnntinll-:'Ihny -'Iem-
hers of Parliament atlen:' the Conv('nlioll aJ-o---J-:"rJ Char!"!llont's
tlil('mlll~- l'rocerJing-s of the C'(){n'ention ~ Th~_' ni:.;hn[l and ~rr.
FlOUtl ;1.crluirl'J the fl.~cenilL'n('\--Tlli' Parli,l:-nC'nt a~t1 C(!\l\"CldIOn-
D?~p('r;1tt} <t'p of Govcrnllh.'l~t'~-F'itz:rjbb(j:l'~ PhiL rI-':c-~r( I';;~ y;olent
Dt'~)Jt(';,:-Bi!l reicctrl-Extraordlnarv co;;~,~'iJ(,ll((' O!' [itrt--;-.\Ir. Con ..
nollv~~ moti()n~Fe('ble and insjdj(Ju~"r('~olu1i(ln 01 1)11"1} Charlemont-
Fatal adjournment-Caller! a meeting' of hi, p:1fli,an3-Breab his
tnE't-Inexcu,,,ble conuuct-False 3tatemcnt- Yirtualh' ui3so1\'es the
Cnnwntion bdore the full meetinlj-Lord Charlemont j",tly reproba-
te,l- Yolanteer-i heat to arms-Lord Cbarlemont's intoier<1l1ce--Op-
pClSCJ hy the Bi~hop of Derry.

L PREno,-~ to tIll' m""tin~ of the dej,>~at ..~. the Bi~hop
of l),'rry k1d d"t\'nnillcrl to cOl1Yince the Iri,h peor1c,
that he was 110hlk('\\-anll rrnfcssor nf :lllh'cn'n('r~ to their
intercst; hi~ charart'.!', :clr<v1\- ~i\-"IL is r,)!!Jinn:'d hy
CI-CIT:let of hi'i lit~,\\'h'>ll ill 1r..1;'lld. H'~ tnnk hi~ 9':tt
:1I1JOil2'st t1: .. lri'.JI .l,'l".!:ltl'.', at Ill'> H,)tlll!.h. ,,-ph the
g-re:lt",;( "J11,~'n:!ollr: amI. t,) prill'" ti':1! h.' Pi'r";':'!',':! the
claiJll~ of till' Irish \"Olllllt",-r., 10 hr.:h Iti, (':n::tl:'lt rank as
E:lr! of Bristol and his Irish r:'.lll;. as :t :,piritll:tlnob[(', he
entered Dllhlin ill royal stat", drl'\\" lip hi" ("lilipa:.:\' at thfl
":ltr:1I1"(' to tit" lIol!se nf Lords. as if !If' h:t!tl'd tn ti'a~h
th,' \',>,>rs th,>ir dllt\' 10 tlH'ir ~olllltn'. :llHI th"ll 1lJ()\'pd jnr-
ward td 1:11,,'l1i, s"":-Itat tl!pRJltIllHl:I, as .111lri-h lkl"g,lte
ill th,' :'\:llj"ll'Il ('dll\'l'lltidll, ~Il"h a cirCllm,t:lll"" ":Ill he
sC:-Ir"eh-1'I'1':lited ill Ell~l:Jlla: ),111klJlllot Lord ('hcnle.
mont's'temporizing IlPlltraliz"a his spirit, it is I,rnbable

25
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tho.t the Convention mizht have succeeded in its object.
It is not, therefore, woJ;.derful, tho.t 0. British Peer, an
Englishman, o.nd o.bove 0.11,0. Bishop, taking so decided
a part in the cause of Ireland, should gain a popularity
that few betore him ever had so fully, or perhaps, more
justly, experienced. He certainly was sincere; his pro-
ceedings on this occasion were extraordinary, and not
unworthy of a specio.lnotice.

The Lords ho.d taken their seats in the House of Peers
when the Bishop of Derry began his procession to take
his seat in the Convention. He had several carriages in
his suite, ar,d sat in an open landau, drawn by six beau-
tiful horses, caparisoned with purple ribands. He was
dressed in purple, his horses, equipages, and servants
being in the most splendid trappings o.nd liveries: .He
had brought to Dublin, as his escort, a troop of lIght
cavalry, raised by his unfortunate and guilty nephew,
George Robert Fitzgerald; they were splendidly dressed
and accoutred, and were mounted on tlIe finest chargers
that the Bishop or their Commander could procure. A
part of these dragoons led the procession, anotber closed
it, and some rode on each side of his Lordship's carriage.
Trumpets announced his approach, and detachments
from several Volunteer corps of Dnbliu joined his Lord-
ship's calvacade. He never ceased making dignified
obeisances to the multitude: his salutations were enthu-
siastically returned on every side; "Long Iilie the Bishop,"
echoed from every window; yet all was peace and har-
mony, and never did there appear so extraordinary a
procession within the realm of Ireland.

This calvacade marched slowly through the different
streets, till it arrived at the portico of the house of Lords,
which adjoined that of the Commons. A short halt was
then made, the trumpets sounded, the sudden and uneK-
p.ected clangor of which echoed throughout the long cor-
ndors .. Both Hou~es had just finished prayers, and were
proceedmg to busmess, and, totally unconscious of the
cause, several members rushed to the entrance. The
Bishop saluted all ~with royal dignity, the Volunteers
presented arms, and the bands played the Valunteer's
march. Of a sudden another clanaor of trumpets was
heard j the astonished Lords and Commons unable toI
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divine what was to ensue, or the reason of the extra-
ordinary appearance of the Bishop, l:e~ired to t~eir re-
spective chambers, and with great solrcltude awaIted the
res nIt.

The Bishop, hO\1'ever,had done what he intended; he
had astonished hath Honses, and had proved to them his
priuciplcs and his determination; amidst the shouts and
cheers of thousands, he proceeded to the Rotunda, where,
in point of dignity and importance, he certainly appeared
to surpass the whole of his brother delegates. He enter-
ed the chamber in the greatest form, presented his cre-
dentials, took his seat, conversed a few moments with all
the ceremony of a temporal prince, and then, with the
excess of that dignified courtesy of which he was a perfect
master, he retireu as he had entereu, and urove away ill
the same majestic style, and amidst reiterated applauses,
to his house, where the Volunteers had previously mount-
ed a guard of honour. He entertained a great uumber of
persons of rauk at a magnificent dillller, and the ensuing
day began his comse amongst the Delegates, as an ordi-
nary man of business.

rrhe personal appearance of the Bishop was extremely
prepossessing; rather under the middle size, he was pe-
culi;:ll'lywell made, his countenance fair, haudsome, and
intelligent, hut rather expressive of a rapidity of thought
than of the deliberation of judgment; his hair, receding
from his foreheau, gave a peculiar trait of respectability
to his appearance.

His manner appeared zealous and earnest, and rather
more quick than is eonsistent with perfect dignity; but
he seemed to be particularly well bred and courteous j
and altogether, he could not be viewed wilhout an il11-
pressi<)Uthat he was a person of talent and of eminence.

He appeared always dresseu with peculiar care and
neatness; in general, entirely in purple, and he wore
diamond knee and shoe buckles. But what I most ob-
served in his dress was, that he wore white gloves, with
gold fringe round the wrists, and large gold tassels hang-
ing from them.

The Author was then too young, and too unimportant,
to have the honour of any personal acquaintance with
that distinguished prelate j but the singularity of his
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habits, his patriotic conduct, popuhu character, and !lTI-
pressii"e appearance, excited a satisfaction in beholding
him, and impressed him strongly on my recollection.

The Bishop, in dei"oting himself to the service of the
Irish people, could have no personal object but popularity.
He could be greater in title: he was rich, and in health,
vigour, and spirits; his learning was rare, his talents very
considerable~in all reslJccts he was an able man. From
the moment he became an Irish Bishop he adopted Ire-
land, built ,m immense palace in a remote and singular
situation, and did lllInlCfOUS acts which nobody could ac-
count for. He had many of those qualities in an el~1inent
degree, which our more ancient histories ha'"c attnbuted
to the proudest churchmen; but they were in him ,so
blended with liberality, so tempered by enlightened pnn-
ciples, that they excited a very different mode of con~l~lct
from his episcopal predecessors. However, his ambItion
for popularity obviously knew no bounds, and his et.forts
to gain that popularity found no limits. His great faIlmg
was a portion of natural versatility, which frequently
enfeebled the confidence of his adherents. It was sup-
posed that the gentle, lambient flame of Charlemont,
would soon be quenched in the roBing, rapid torrent of
the Bishop's popularity, and that the epigrammatic elo-
quence of Grattan, cramped or overpowered by the influ-
ence of his splemlour, would probably be withdrawn from
the scene of action. The Bishop soon adopted his course;
he paid his whole attention to iUr. Flood. In this he was
right. It is not too much to say, that Mr. Flood was, at
least, the best educated and deepest statesman, and the
most able partisan, in the Irish Senate.

II. 'Whilst these extraordinary and brilliant scenes were
pr?C~eding in Ireland, the embarrassment of the British
MmIsters must necessarily be on the increase, if possible.
They well knew, that if the Convention succeeded in re-
forming the Commons House of Parliament the British
Governmen~ would lose the use of the only instrument
through wInch they ever could hope to regain their ascen-
dency; and with this view, and at this critical period,
the plot was suggested and the conspiracy formed, to re-
place Ireland within the trammels of the sister country,
wbenever 8. feasible opportunity should offer. The se.
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guenee of Irish events leaves no doubt of the truth of this
observation.

These collisions were, to England a golden opportu-
nity: plans against the' Volunteer Associations were
deeply laid, and \,"ith considerable prospect of e\Oentually
succeeding, first by working npon the conr! ly moderation
ami courteous feebleness of the short-sighted ('harlemont,
and credulity of Grattan, to dismiss the C'onvelltioll, and
thereby divide and dispirit the Volunteers. And lIext,
by corrupting Parliament and sedncing the Irish gentle-
lllell, under pretence of upholding the British Constitu-
tion, to recapture the Irish indepeudence. \Vhoever
reads the political history of those realms from 1782 to
1800, cannot doubt that this ohject, from that period to
the completion of the legislative Union, was never lost
sight of.

The British }Iinister had also reasons nearer home for
determining to undermine the reforming spirit of the Irish
Yolunteers. He knew that if a reform of Parliament
'were etfected in Ireland, though the same reasons did not
exist, yet the same measure could not he long withheld
from the English nation; and as the Parliament of Eng-
land was at that era supposed to be ruled absolutely by
the inHuence of the Crown, the control of the Miuister
\,"ould receive a vital blow, which it never could recover.

The commercial system of England, also, whilst with-
out external ri,oalship, had no necessity for a special pro-
tection. But now she had a rind in the free trade of
Ireland, a subject which soon after came under full dis-
cussion. The jealousy of England ""as pro,oed by her
commercial propositions, and the Irish Parliament had yet
sutflcicnt hOllc'stv to resist that inro~1tl.

But as a body that had labonred long and mnch, a
lassitllde and relaxation ,\"(:re ob,"iousl\" commenciug in
the Irish Senate, how 10llg that spirit, \\.hich had acqlllred
their rights, might retain its vigour to protect them,
depended on the purity of the representative~, and t~is
was the tme reason for considering a reform Imperative
ill Ireland.

Whilst, th"rc{()re, the subject of Reform is under (~is-
cussion, it may be proper to see how far the thell eXlsllllg
state of Ireland substantially required that measure, or

,) ...._J
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warranted that conclusion. She was to commence as a
trading country, and her sitnation on the map of the world
seemed to combine many defects and many advantages.
She appears partially secluded from that general inter-
course which other states of Europe enjoy from their
localities. England, on the east, intervenes between her
and the British Channel and German Ocean; Scotland
intercepts the Northern Seas; and though the most
western point of Europe, and of course well situated for
the western commerce, the enterprise and great capital,
or jealousy, of England, could have excluded her at
pleasure, if unprotected by her own Parliament, from any
proportional participation in the colonial trade. * On a
view of the whole, her position might have entitled her ~o
have become a considerable emporium, but jealousy IS
natural to commercial nations, and Ireland would probably
have possessed the same lust for monopoly, had she been
circumstanced as Great Britain. But the non-importation
resolutions of Ireland had alarmed Great Britain, and
proved to her to what a zeal of retaliation the Irish people
might be urged by any future measures of injustice.

The situation of Ireland places her comparatively out
of the pale of busy Europn, by the absence of that
political interest which the Powers of Enropc take in the
commerce of other and infi~rior COllutries. This was a
deprivation which nothing could ever remedy or counter-
act, but a local legislature, constantly resident, and co~-
stantly alive to the foreign and domestic interests of theIr
country.t

These were some of the causes which rendered a pure
and independent Parliament more necessary to Ireland
than to her sister country. Ireland never had been a

* .It could not be very gratifying to the Irish traders or people, to see
the Immense c?lonial and general trade of Liverpool necessarily pass by
the ports of \\ aterford and Dublin. The author has seen a fleet of sev-
enty \Vest Indiamen sail proudly down the Irish Channel to the mer-
chant.s at Ln'erpool, and one sohtary vessel separate from the fleet, and
steer ~to the port of Dubll1l, \nth sugar and molasses, for home con-
sumption.

t See ante Sir Lucius O'Brien's Speech on the conduct of Portugal.
He proposed merely a declaration of war by Ireland against her, and ~
~ end Portugal was oblio-ed to redress her notwithstalldinu the dupll-
erty of the BritWl roiniate~ and Mr . .Eden. ' ..
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nation of extensive commerce, yet e\'en the narrow'
channels of her tradc "verc ever contracted by the
jealousies and monopoly of England; and this in public
opinion, rendered a pure parliament indispensable, as the
only ample security against such interference."

To constitute an Iridl Parliament, therefore, as much
as possible free from every tinge of English commercial
or political influence, was plausibly considered essential
to the security of the former country. The necessity, in
point of fact, can only be judged of by this view of the
external state of Ireland at the crisis, when a military
convention to discuss Reform surprised every nation of
Europe, that would condescend or take the trouble to
think about an island so secluded.

III. The public characters of the Bishop of Derry and
his more moderate ri\'al, were so extremely dissimilar,
and their composition so totally repugnant, that any
amalgamation of sentiment was utterly impossible. A
cautious attachment to regularity and order, a sincere love
for the people, a polished, courtly respect for the aristo-
cracy, with a degree of popular ambition and a proportion
of individual vanity, were the governing principles of
Lord Charlemont during the whole of his political
conduct. But, unfortunntcly, these were accompanied by
a strong taint of that religious intolerance which has since
proveu the interruption of Irish tranquillity.

No man in Ireland coulu do the honours of a review
better; and though his personal courage was undoubted,
no man in Ircland was likely to do the duties of a battle
worse than Lord Charlemont. He gnessed. the extent of
his own powers, and sedulously avoided any situation to
which they might prove inadequate. If the people had
not respected his virtues, they would not have submitted
to his weakness; and if he had not lowd the people, he
would not have sacriflced his tranquillity to command
them. He was an excellent nurse, tender of the consti-

• ride King William's reply to the British Parliament; and in 1484
the great manufacturing towns of England and Scotland fullv displayed
the Mmp attachment to their monopolies, rven to the ruin of Irish com-
merce. 11lPY have become better informed since that period, and are, of
course, morc liberal.
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tution, but dreading C\'ery effective remedy prescribed for
its disorders.

Lord Charlemont saw clearlv that the Presidency of
the ~ ational Convention was of vital consequence to the
country, and the master-key of his own importance. He
had his little as \\'ell as his great feelings, and both were
set into action bv this dilemma. He knew full well that
if the bold and enterprising Prelate were at the head of
that Convention. he \\'ould lose all weight with the
Government, and all influence with the people. The
measure was altogether too strong for the character of
Lord Charlemont, he knew he should be incapable of
governing that body, if it once got into any leading-strings
but his own, and it was obvious that if his Lordship should
get one step beyond his depth, he never could regain his
position. His friends, therefore, anticipated every means
to ensure his nomination to the Presidencv, and the Bishop
of Derry, before he was aware that there would be any
effectual opposition to himself, found Lord Charlemont
actually placed in that situation, where he might restrain,
if not counteract the ultra energies of the reforming party.
This was the very step the Government desired; Earl
Charlemont might be managed, but the Bishop of Derry
would have been intractable. Lord Charlemont involun-
tarily became the tool of Government, whilst he fancie.d
he was labouring in the service of the people. From thiS
moment the neutralizing system by which its President
wished to conduct that assembly became obvious. Every
body might foresee that not only the Convention, but per-
haps the Volunteer associations were likely to droop.

Many sensible men had apprehended that the Bishop's
P?litics might be too strong; the very act of his attaching
himself to Ireland proved at once their vigour and
eccentricity; and hence the Presidency of the Convention,
in every point of view, became a measure of extreme
importance.

IV. A few of the members of the House of Commons
had declined their election to the Convention," but some
of the ablest anu most respectable members performed

• !he state. ?f Parliament may be imagined from Mr. George M?Ii-
neux s apologl.smgto the House of Commons for being unable to bnng
forward a molJon of which he had given notice-" As the close atten-
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their duties alternately in hoth assemblies. The Lord
Lieutenant and his Privy Council at thc same time held
their sittings at the Castlp, exactly mid way between the
two Parliaments, they received altemate reports from
each, and undecided whether the strong or the passive
system were least, or rather most, fraught with danger,
they at length wisely adopted their accustomed course,
and determined to take advantage of the chances of
division, and of the moderation, ductility, and pride of
Lord Charlemont.

It was artfully insinuated to Lord Charlemont, by the
friends of Government, that the peace of the country was
considered to be in his hands, that he had accepted a
situation of the most responsible nature, and that if he
did not possess sufficient influence to curb the Convention,
he ought at once to resign the trust, and thercby give the
Parliament a ground of rP'luiring the immediate dissolu-
tion of its unconstitutional rival.

Lord Charlemont found himself in a situation of great
embarrassment. If he held the Presidcncy, he ~was
responsible for its proceedings, if he resigned it, he would
still be responsible for having countenanced the organi-
zation of the assembly, the Bishop would succeed him in
his chair-and he would still be considered the inceptive
promoter of whatever might be adopted by his successor.
Lord Charlemont's pride resisted his resignation. He was
too high to be commanded, he was too feeble to control,
and he found himself in a state of great perplexity. After
much deliberation, he adopted the suggestions of the
courtiers, and was led blindfold to that deceptious course,
which might answer his tranquil objects tor the moment,
but was bellc:lth his character, and which must e\'entually
han~ extinguished all thr popular intluence of the Yolull-
teers, and have destroyed that of the country. In fine he
lost himself; he sacrificed his country, and determined on
a line of proceeding entirely nnworthy of his former

tion he had been ohlige;! to gi,'e to the National Convention, did not
le'l'.e him time to prepare him""lf on Parliamentary suhject> ....

The memher~ trying the petition on the Cork eleclIon, adJoumed the
trial, thou~h the expense was daily very great,as there were S?me of
the Committee who were obliged to attend theIr duty 10 the NatIonal
Convention.
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conduct; if he could not govern, he resolved to temporize,
divide, neutralize, and dissolve the assembly, ,

This fatal system was eventually successful, and Ins
Lordship effected the dissolution of that body whose con-
fidence had raised him to so glorious an eminence, by
which the British Government now foresaw the possi-
bility of recapturing Irish independence. Lord Charle-
mont had been seized with a nervous dread of that very
institution he had originally been so active in creating \
and entirely, though unconsciously, surrendered hirr~s~lt
to the darling objects of a deep and treacherous adll1l111S-
tration.

And here let it be remarked, that the independence of
Ireland, which certainly was first achieved by the exer-
tions of the ~Whigs, was now left unguarded, and after-
wards destroyed by the corrupt tergiversation of many
members of that same party. The inconsistent conduct
of some of the \Vhigs, and their Place Bill in 1794," wer,e
the proximate means through which the Union was ulll
mutely effected.

V. 'fhe proceedings of the Convention were carried on
for some time with the utmost regularity. The rules and
orders, and customs of Parliament were adopted, and t~e
meetiugs were held and continued without any matenal
interruption. But when such an assembly had been de-
legated for the purpose of requiring the Parliament to
purify itself, and remodel its constitution, it could n~t be
expected that every member could possess similar vIewS
or similar feelings, or perhaps observe the most unll1ter-
rupted order and discipline in discussions. But the
decorum and regularity of the Convention may be ~est
exemplified by observing that there was not any meetmg
or discussion of the National Convention of Ireland, from
its first to its last sitting, more confused or boisterous
than what has very frequently been witnessed in the
Commons House of the Imperial Parliament.

• The Place Bill, perseveringly forced by the \VhiO's upon the Gov-
ernment by admiltllJg Ihe vacating of seals by nominal ~fficers (Escheal-
orship of Munster), enabled Lord Castlcreagh 10 pack the Parliamenllfi
1800, wilh a degree of undis,guised elTronlery never before attempted by
any Minister. See hereafler, Mr. Craw's Leller 10 Lor.! Belvidere, lfi
whic1\ the high crimes and misdemeanours of Lord Cast/ereagh are ..p-
parent beyond the power of refutal.
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A strong opposition soon arose to the imbecile system

of Lord Charlemont. Superior public characters at length
assumed their stations, and effectively overwhelmed that
childish affcctCltion of delicClcy, so utterly incompCltible
with the circumstances of the timps, and the spirit of the
pCltriots. Yet unfortunately Lord Charlemont was elected,
and took the chair as President.

The Bishop, disappointed of the chair, lost no time in
rendering it a seat of thorns. He took to his council, the
man of all others best adapted to give weight and dignity
to the measure of ParliClmentClry reform. Lord Charle-
mont supported reform most sincerely. Mr. Grattan was
also a sincere and honest friend to a purification of Par-
liament: but his favourite scheme, as he said, to begin
with, was an internal reform. He partially accomplished
that ohject hy the PIClceBill, whilst, by one of its clauses,
he most certainly lost both the PClrliament Clndthe Con-
stitutioll.*

YI. The Bishop Clnd JIr. Flood soon gClined a full as-
cendency in the Convention, and many men of the yery
first rank, fj)rtune, and influence, took part in its deliber-
ations. Numerous plans were proposed, and reform, of
all others the most difficult of political measures, was
sought to be too promptly decided in a heated and impa-
tient assembly.

By the imprudence of both parties, the Convention and
the Parliament were driven into a direct collision. After
mnch deliberation, a plan of reform, framed by ::\Ir. Flood
amI approved by the Convention. was directpd by them
to be presented to Parliament [iJrthwith, and the sittings
of the Convention were made permanent till Parliament
had uecided the question. ::\Ir. Flood obeyed his instruc-
tions, and mO\'ed for leaye to bring in a Bill to reform
the Parliament.

The Government felt that a collision of the 1\\'0 assem-
blies was una,'oidablc. The crisis, ho\,-cver, afIorded no

• The Author, when a member of the Irish Parliament, clearly fore-
saw the usp that any minister mig;ht make of the racat'"g dallsf and
strong Iy nppnsed that clause in his place, though conce<ll'd by (rilvern-
men!. The tille of a Place Bill was 50 agreeable to the Oppot'.tJOn, that
very few of them ever ~.e themselves the trouble of cons.deTlng the
details of it..
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opportunity for mature consideration, and it was not long
before the danger of so hasty a proceeding was fatally
experienced. Government had yielded to the Volunteers
when it could not resist them; but it was not probable
that the Parliament would quietly capitulate to the Con-
vention ; whilst the triumph of the Parliament implied
not only the destruction of the Convention but of the
Volunteers.

The measure of reform, patriotic and noble, blinded the
nation to every consideration but its attainment, actual
and prompt; yet so many persons of character, fortune,
and influence, were in both assemblies, that a discreet
and prudent deliberation might possibly have devised
means of averting so dangerous a crisis.

The Government resolved to risk a direct assault upon
the Volunteers, by refusing leave to bring in :Mr.Flood's
Bill, because it had originated from their deliberations
Strong language was used, but with some precaution,
even by Mr. Yelverton, who had been a zealous Volun-
teer, but was now the Attorney General. His eloquence
was splendid; but the bold, restless, arrogant spirit of
Fitzgibbon, ever prone to offend, to irritate, and to per-
vert, in a speech replete with the most unnecessary in-
vective, unwarrantable fury and abuse, assailed the Con-
vention, tho Volunteers, and the Bill, with every epithet
and allusion that could bring the Government and the
Volunteers into a state of direct hostility. Had his efforts
been crowned with success, British connection would pro-
bably not have been of three months dl1l'ation.

The House felt the danger of his conduct, and he was
not supported in his philippics. lVIr.Curran called Mr.
Fitzgibbon a maniac and an incendiary; Mr. D. Daley
ter~ed Mr. Flood a demagogue. The debate becaffi.8
qUIte unprecedented in point of violence and party recn-
mination, but the good sense of some members endea-
voure~ to moderate the partisans. The Bill, after a
dre~d~ul uproar, was rejected by 158 to 49 ;* 138 of the
majorIty were placemen, and the very persons on 1£11017£
the reform was intended to operate. It is very re-
markable, that it was 138 plucemen that rejected the
Reform Bill in 1783, and that it was the same number of

• Ninety-three memberll were absent.
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placemen who carried the Union Bill in umo, which, if
the reform had succeeded, never could have been passed.

Upon this very decision ultimately depended the
existence of Irish independence. The Volunteers were
insulted, their Bill was rejected without a hearing, their
intentions were calumniated, even their name was repro-
bated; their services were forgotten, and that very
corruption which they sought to reform thus had its full
revenge.

1\11'. Connolly-that weak, obstinate, and most incon-
sistent of the Irish .Whigs, whom family and fortune
alone could have raised from obscurity, endeavoured to
give a finishing blow to that virtuous association," which,
in the same place, he had so often eulogised. He now
explicitly denounced the Volunteers as enemies to that
Constitution which they had obtained for their country,
and which he afterwards surrendered to the Ministers,
against whose measures he had arrayed himself on every
important occasion.

This too great confidence of the Volunteers, in the
success of their measures had thus led them too rapidly
into a proceeding that required the most deliberate con-
sideration. The refusal of Parliament to receive their
Bill created a sensation which, for a moment, left the
peace of Ireland on the very briuk of a precipice. Lord
Charlemont mistook his fears for his prudence, the VOhlll-
teers mistook their resentment for their patriotism, both
were disposed to extremities, and some decisive crisis
appeared absolutely inevitahle. That great and patriotic
army, which had the year before received the unanimous
thatiks of the Parliament, ,,'('re, by the motion of a "-hig,
nearly denollllced as rehels aml little less than a declara-
tion of war azainst them was voted. e,'en without a
division in the Parliament. '

VII. By this fatal dilemma, resistance or dissolution

• ,\fter the rlivi,ion, i\k Connolly moved, "That an humble lllldrese
he pre"ente,! to hi" ;\lajesty, to <!t'c1:lfe the perfect satisfaction ,,:C feel,
alllilhe IJ\t'~sin~~ we enjoy Undf'f hj~ ::\rajt'sty'~ mo:'"t aUfOplc.lOUS Clovcrn-
lllt'nt, and nllr l're"cnt happy con.titution'" .. And that. at tin. time, we
feel it peculiarlY incumhent on u" to declare our resolutIOn to support
the same with our lives and fortune ....

This was an unequivocal attack upon the Volunteer.!: it was carrie,l.
26
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~lOIl(' remailJed to the f'onn'lJtion. The most intellil?ent
Ilf that hOlh" d,'tl'l"lllilll'd lh:lt a day or two should be
tak"11 to !'t,il,'ct 011 11lf' Iwst l'Olll'S,'-Ot" prol'PI'dill!!. Bllt
l.ord ('harll'lllollt drl'ad,'d tilt' CnIIS"'1l1t'ncc ot" disl'ussioll,
and decided ralllf'r tn hetra\' his tmst thall hazard insur-
r,'(:tion, awl to adopt the'sakr step of rhssolvillg the
ConH'ntioll.

It is not easy to Iksnilu' the 11l1easincss and df'E'p
soli,'itllll .. ot" till" ('OIJ\'I'lilioli lU'lldin~ Ihat d<'l ';1 If'. Re-
porll'rs werl' 1)<'qH'tllall~' passill~ and Tt'passin~ !letweell
tllf' two assclllbl:es: till' illlpatil'lIl'e of lilt' rolulJteers was
risin~ into a storm; Earl ('harlell1ont, overwhelmed hy
his apprehension, sa \V 110 course hut 10 induce IlwlTl to
adjourn; they, howen'r. waited lill lon~ at"tf'r nlldnizht,
in a state het\\'een an~f'r and anxil'1\'. Lord Charlemont
did not oppose, bllt he dllped tlH'lIl .. He [{'ct'i"ed a note
from the HOllse of COIllnwns. which he said l..ftno hopes
of a spt'cdy decision, and Ilt' had lilt' address and illtlllcnce
to indlll'e tlIP (")JJ\"('ntion to adJonrn 1111~lond:l\'lll()TIlllll?
a~ th nSllal hour. tl1<'n to d,'ei;/t, lIpnn 1I11eriltr 'Jl1 .. asmes.
It Ih lr Btll sholll!1 1,,' rf'j"ctt'd. Bilt his f.oulslup had
s....crt'tl\. det,'rIllll1t'd tint th'T O'lwllld mct'l IlO mort': the
dl':llh . (If tht' ('nll\"t'llti"ll' \\":IS prnllnllnct'rI b\- their
adJt)llrll!llt'lll: :llld th,' h')llt''i. palrintic. bllt 1~'('bl(' ('har-
lemollt. Oll Ihl' '\1')11<1:1\'!lInrnlllQ" bl'Q":tn In t'xtilll.;lIish that
inslillltion I,) \\-hl('h It;, owcd his c ....lphril\ .. :Inri to raraiyzl'
that rr011l1 r>0Pllhr spirit \0 \\'lli"}} alnl]!,' Ireland was m-
dehrf'd Illr ils cnnO'llllltion :11](1 illrlt'Iw'lldpnct' .

. YIIL ~lInda\- W:lS p:\"",'d hctw(,l'n IllS illdl'cislon and
hiS til1ll<liry. In his wl'ak and yirtnolls Illlnd. rm!l'and
p..'l.triOIll'1ll wprl' ralll:;t'd on the Olle sid,,: hut Il1lb<>t.'\l\t'-
and a senSl" of inca pacity to 11l1'e( thl' cnSIl'. hlmd,'(! lurn
to the natnre 01 that lllsidlOIlS cnlldllCI. wlndl Oil thl!!.
and p"'rhaps tl1l' onll' f)("'a~:Oll oi lus 111;'.hl' meditated
n,,:Ullst IllS b., Ill't;'lI' tor..,

lit' Iud a !lit-dim; of:1 ("\\' ,)f his fri.'nds.lIl"sl of wh,om
had Ih.' S.IIIl!' ""1\ sllf i"l1" as !nllls/,If. Tlw Blshop ..{ ))NI1'
nlltl ."r 1'1,,"1 lq'l~\r,'d Ilk,- d:Hll1Z s!,,'clr"s to hi'
11It:l'.;lll.llillll. h,' dr",I.I,'d I" IIlf'd Ih.'m al I Ill' ('011\'1'11\1,'11.
aud a1't.'r /1111','11 d,'i!i.'r.llltlll. ht' d""ld ••d on a conrS!" winch
detracted irom 1115 r<'plllallOll. and tor which !'\"en the en-
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the people. W.hilst Lord Charlemont gently descended
into the placid ranks of order and of courtesy, the Bishop
rose like a phcenix from the ashes of the Convention.
The Volunteer Corps in many districts beat to arms; they
paraded, they deliberated, but their bond of union was
enteebled or dissevered.

Amongst the weaknesses of Lord Charlemont, he had
an odious tinge of bigotry, and was decidedly opposed to
the admission of Catholics to the full enjoyment of the
Constitution. The Bishop, with more zeal and much
greater abilities was their warmest advocate.

Exclusion on the one side, and toleration on the other
became the theme of both. The dispute ran high; par-
tisans were not wanting, the people began to separat~;
and this unfortunate controversy gradually terminated. In
that fatal dissension which never ceased to divide the IrIsh
nation, and at length effected all the objects of mischief
that the most ruthless enemies of the Irish could have
expected, or have even wished.
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Celenrated A(ldre" of the Vo]nntee" to the Bishop-Hep]y of the
Bi,hop-::>ome thong-ht the Bishop's answer too ,tronl!'-A 'new Bill
sn!!l!:,'sll'd-:'\ew mca"Il"l's of Earl Charlemont-Decline of the Yol.
unkl'[" ... In,ineent,' oi the coneessiollti-Cupidityof En"lish trader.
-:-;"r.li,1 inkrest ;ihsorbed her justice--Commercial trea~' and tariff
prop""l'd-Comml'rrial I'ror~lSitions-.i\Ir. Pill's duplieity-.:\lagniti.
cencI' of the Irish Conrt- The Propositions rejectl'd-:\Jr, Brownlow
oppo,e, thl' eJeyen propositions-Passed thl' Commons--2\lr. Pitt
pmpoSl's twent,' proposition,.- Emnarra",ment of the Secretary-
1.\lo"t y;oll'nt dehat.-s in the Iri,h l'ar],;unent- The :\1in;"ter yirtuall V
ddealecl.- The treaty ended-Defeat of the treaty eAi,ete,1hy tllf' cowi.
tn' !!entJemen. <\!r,' FornI'S a lca.Jitl" memher (,f the HOlt"e of Com-
";on,,.--:\1r. llanly--:'Ilr. Carleton, ~()licitor General-His sinf<U]ar
character. . ~

1. AFTER this fatal en:nt, the Yolunteers became less
calm and more unguarded. The address of one regi.
ment to the Bishop of Derry, forms an interesting fea'
ture of Irish history, and it gave rise to a reply, such as
had not heen ventured upon by any public character in
either count!T.

A northen; corps, of considerahl!' strength, had adopted
the patriotic title of the "Bill of Bights Battalion," and
had entered into resolutions to ,. ~llpport their constitu
tion, or be hUrled lindeI' it~ rnins." A Jar?!' detachment
of that corp~ mardlNI from tJwir clllinty, dl'tennined to
uphold the Bi~hop's principl('~, and ~llpp"rt hj~ mea~ure~,
with their lin's awl l()rtun(>~. The ~I(]drl'''s and the
answer are strongly Iilu~tratin' ofllie ~pirIt of tlie times,
and the emharra~snwJlt of the ('al,illel.

This dl'daratinn rail like wild /im throughout the
nation. Th.~ last sentence was the h()lde~t and most un-
equivocaL tll(' mnst dariug alld df'cisin', used in Ireland .
.\ Briti~h Earl aud Irish Bi~hnp, of ,"rf'at wf'allh,lf'anl'
inz. ;lhillti.'s. and of 1IlIhOlIl1(krl pop1llar intlllf'ncf'. rJ~kll1lZ
his tiJrtulw,'und perhap~ his liff', in s1lpport of Ireland,
was in every res?"ct a plwno!nenol1.

~tJ.
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His Lordship's desire to put himself at the head of the
Irish nation \\"as no jonC("r donl1tlid, and well was he
calculatc(l to lead it to ('\"i'n" f'xtremit\', All men were
now cOll\'inced that had his"LordslllP jwen President of
the :\"ational COllw'ntion. tlw 1l10derMe awl courtly
Charlemont mw;t either hayc submitted to his standard,
or haye sunk into nihility.

"BILL OF RIGHTS BATTALIO~,

" Resolved-That the j(lllowin9: Address be presented
from this Battalion, under arms;~ to the Earl of ~rist~\,
Lord Bishop of Derry, for his truly patriotic exertIOns In
support of our rights and liberties ;-

" To the Ri,[(ht JlonOll1'able the Barl of Bristol, !-orcl
Bishop oflJerry. The Address oflhe Bill of Rtghts
Battalion of Volunteers.

" l\Iv LORD,-Ha\'ing, with the eye of sill'nt approba-
tion, viewed yom conduct, iu el"ery stage of its progress,
at the Grand Natiollal COll\'l'ntion of Votunteer Dele-
gates, we are impelled, by those generous sentiments
that actuate the breasts of Irishmen, to otli~r your ~ord-
ship this Address, as it mark of aflcction and of gratItude.

" "\Vc see, with indignation and concern, the treatment
which the wise, spirited, and salutary Resolutions of the
V:0lunteer Convention have received; but we trust th;
vutuous efforts of a united people, under the allspIces 0
YO~Ir Lordship, will cleanse the Augean stable-the
nOIsome stalls of venality and corruption.

"The gloomy clouds of superstition and bigotry, thOS;
engines of disunion, being fled the realm the intrests 0
Ireland ?an no longer su!fer by a diversity of religio1tS
per:suaslOns. All ~re ~mted in the pursuit of one great
object-the extermmatIOn of corruption from our Con-
stitution; nor can your Lordship and your virtuoUS
coa~jutors, in pr?moting civil and religious liberty, be
destItute of the aId of all professions.

"Permit us to assure you, that, as freemen, freeholderS,
and as Volunteers, our exertions to effectuate the gran.d
work of reformation, shall be as strenuous as the aim IS
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important: and that we are, with unfeigned gratitude
and attachment, your Lordship's most faithful friends.

"Signed, by order of the Battalion,
"JOH~ ORR, Sec."

A detClchme'nt from thn Battalion, consisting of eighty
rank and l'tie, headed by their lieutenant-colollel, waited
on his Lordship, on the 14th instant, elt Downhill, and
presented, under arms, their Address: to which his
Lordship was pleased to give the subseqnent reply :-

" GE~TLEi\IEX.- vVhen you acknowledged the services
of your fellow-citizens, in the County of Antrim, in the
late struggle for liberty, you rewarded their toils in that
coin most valuable to virtuous mell; and your approba-
tion of their efl()J'ts, in some measure, consoled them for
their want of success.

"But, when yon step forth from yonr OIrn county, to
hail the individual of another, unknown to you bnt by
his honest endeavonrs, and unconnected, except by that
kindrel spirit which seems now, at length, to pervade
the whole hody of Irishmen, and, like a Promethean fire,
to animate a hitherto lifeless mass, the satisfaction excited
in his mind, by the applauses of men who have a right
to approve what they dare to support, can be known only
to those who are conscious of deserving what they are
fortunate enongh to receive.

"'Vhen the conscience of a patriot bears testimony to
the truth of the panegyric, and the sincerity of the pane-
gyrists' praise ceases to be adulation, then they become
the wholesome f()oclof a mank mind. amlnollrish that
virtue they \\'ere, at first, intended onl~-to approve.

"But, gentlemen, those who dare assert their own
rights, should rise above the mean policy of violating the
rights of others.

"There is, in this island, a class of citizens equally
respectable, and infinitely more numerous than those who
ha,"e hitherto oppressed them-

" :\Ien who have Ion" crouched under the iron rod of
their oppressors, not f~orn any dastardly insensibility to
their shad,les--not from any unmanly mdJiference to the
inalienable rights of men j. but from a pious dread of
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wounding our common country through the sides of its
tyrants- ,

"J\Ien, in whose hearts beats at this instant as h]g~ a
pulse for liberty, and through whose veins pours.a tide
of as pure blood, and as noble too, as any that aJ1lmates
the proudest citizen in Ireland- .

" Men, whose ancestors, at the hazard of their property,
and with the loss of their lives, obtained the first great
Bill of Rights, and upon which every other must be
founded-the Magna Charta of Ireland-

":Men, whose ancestors, in the midst of ign?rance,
could distinguish between the duties of a religioJ1lst and
the rights of a citizen, and who enacted those elementary
and never obsolete statutes of prremunire, which, f~r
centuries, have been an irrefragable monument of t?elr
sagacity in distinguishing, and their fortitude in severIng,
their duty to the Church of Rome from their dependence
on its Court-

"Men, the undegenerate progeny of such virtu.nus
ancestors, who, with a firmness worthy of our imitatIOn,
and still more worthy of our gratitude, have endured
those very outrages from their country which their fore-
fathers spurned at from its sovereirr7l, and 'who, under a
series of accumulated wrongs, whic':h would heighten t~e
disgrace of human policy if they could be paralleled I~
its annals, have with a fortitude as unexampled as theIr
oppression, allowed every thing dear to the huma~ h,eart
to be wrecked, except their religion and their patrIotIsm,
except their acquiescence to the will of an inscrutable
God, and their affection for a mistaken and deluded
country.

'~But, Gentlemen, the hour is now come, when sound
polIcy, as well as irresistible justice will compel those
who demand their own rights, to support their claim by
a restitutIOn of those of their fellow citizens.

" \Vh.en Ireland mllst necessarily avail herself of her
whole mternal force to 'ward off foreign encroachments,
or once more acqlllesce ullder those encroachments, the
bette.r to exercise allew the tyranny of a part of the C0111-

mumtyover the dearest and inalienable rights of others.
" .F'orone million of divided Protestants can never, in

the scale of hwnan government, be a counterpoise agams*
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three millions of united Catholics, But. Gcntlcmen of
the Bill of Rig-hts B:ttt:dion, I <I1'1't':tl to 'yourseln's, and
snmmon you to consisl"ll<'v Tv It ,\:>;:>;\ is not (;O\'ERN-
ME:>;T, :lIicl,\L\,r:,;J,\:>;, I: i,,-, Ill",; O~;I.\' TO I'lloTU'TION .

.. BIU :-;'1'< )( •."
"I,ltlt Jrlll/lary, list"

II. TIle (;OYt'rnnwnt no\\' ]H','amc spriollsh' al:mne,I.
l.\en'r "'as an\'e;On'rllllH'nt in e;reater dilii,'ult';', Yarious
were its :lllyi~ers at this illJp~rtant 1II0nWII(; tho:;c in
COllilCil, \\'hose arro:;anC'l and arhitrarr i;",lings generally
olltweighed their prlllh-lIce, strollglr "ntorcecl the lIIost
dan2prolls of all meaSlires, tJlll illllllediate arrest of tlie
Bishop. TIH'r con1('lld"cl that, hr slI<:h enl'rgr, and by
at on<:e depri\'ing the Yolllntens of so enthusiastic a
partisan, th"r migllt e1i1'(:k tlwir pro2rpss ; hut they ncver
retlel'tetl Oil tilt' litter inahility of Gun:rnment to enlorce
that n-",dllli')11. '

'l'he darine; allll daIl2"rc,us stn-m,lh (It tllt: Bi"hop's
lamnw2e, tlw 2bring light \\'hidl h)' t)i<' ]aq sl'ntenl'c,
was thrown upon the conditional tprn1S ot al1e!!iance, as
settled under the precedent of IGSO, though IOt~dly inap-
plicable to the Irish nation, or to the state of its connec-
tion \\'ith Great Britain. astounderl all men. But the
Go\'ernment soon pel'('~ived the ine\'itablc convulsion
'\\'hich 111ust ha \'e attended so violent a step as Fitzgihbon
had recommended, It would ha \'C hee1l the si:rnal1or
100.000 rolllnteers rushin:r to tlw rescue, and orlp '\\'cek
would han' prndu('ed an illsurn.ction, the smallest spark
would no\\' han' intlamed the nation,

The Gnn'rnmf'lll n,,. .. ln.r\ to \\'atch the progress of
e\'cnts n\'er \\'!lich ('nlllrn! mi!!ht I.., imJ"'s,ihi.~, This
conrse flllly C,\ITcsl'"n,I.-d \\'ith 11wir lItlll",'1 'X!","t:lllOllS.

'Man,' of tlw Ill""t patrioti,' \0111111<'1'1't!l"lI!!111 the ;Hl-
dress oi' the BI"h"p tnl'~ in priwq,J". ],lIt 1')(' strong ill
tt'fIllS, paJ1icIIlarh' as it was ,HIdre",,-d to an afllH'd corps,
ill tllP "l'lltw of iholl,allds who cnllid not t:,il to kindle
at illl' I'rnllwtlwall tin' with whrch his Lordship had so
cb',I,'alh' allilllall'd his oratioll.

TIIP i,jea of COl'Tf'ill!.!"the Pariiallle1l1 ,'pry rapidlr lost
groulld. ;1lid III a shnrt tllll"H 1"'(';'111)('the w'lJ('ral ('pinion,
that :.\Ir. Flood's Heform BIll kId IH:('n 0n")seJ by mall)'
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upon the principle, thGt it was rather a command than a
solicit::ttion; and that it would he prudent to give the
Parliament a fair trial hefore thcT alJsolutelv condemned
them. It was thought that the o'bjectioll be;ng removed,
by the dissollllioll of the :\atiollal 'Convention, a new ~i!l
should be pres/'utcd in the ordinary course of .par~l~-
mentary proccedin~s, by mClubcrs solely 1ll theIr ClVll
character, and the disposition of the House and the re-
solves of G'H'erJl!J1Cllt be thus 1l1irlyascertained ..

The people \I'(;re sc\"(~red,but the Government remam-
ed comp::tct; the Pa rliament was corrupted, the Vol~m-
teers were paralyzed, and the high spirit of the nat!on
exhibited a rapid dl~c!ension. The jealousy of patnots
is always destructive of liberty.

III. A new event, however, soon proved the weak de-
lusions of Earl Charlemont. At the dissolution of the
Corrvention, he recommended a Reform Bill to be pre-
sented to Parliament, as emanating solely from civil
bodies, unconnected with military character." Every
experiment is silly, where its b.ilure can be clearly antI-
cipated, and almost every man in Ireland well knew, that
such a bill would be lost in such a Parliament. Mr.
Flood, however, tried the experiment, and it failed j he
attempted it without spirit, because he was without con-
fidence. Mr. Grattan supported it with langnor, because
it was the measure of his rival. The military bill had
been scouted, because it was military, and the civil bIll
was rejected because it was popular. A corrupt senate
never wants a vicious apology.

The Volunteers now drooped, yet their resolutions
were published, their meetings were not suspended, and
their reviews continued; but these appeared only as boy-
ish shows, to amuse the languid vanity of their deluded
general. He passed their lines in militalY state; he re-
ceived their salutes with grace and condescension, and
recommended them to be tranquil and obedient; and,
after a peaceable campaign of four hours duration, com-
posed his mild aud grammatical despCltches, and returned

• The decide,! opinion of the whole Bar, after a long and solemn dig-
cu.."Sion, was that the Yolunteers, as an armed body, had not divested
themselves of any civil right political or personal.
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to his Marino, and tQ the enjoyment of the more conge-
nial elegancies of literature and of private friendships.

'rhe temperate system llOW gaincu ground; some
patriots lost their ener;.:y, others lost their influence, and
t~le Government experienced the wisdom of their nega-
tIve measures.

That noble institution, the Volunteers of Ireland, sur-
vived, however, these blo\\'s some years. This only
luminary of her sphere was, by the devices of the Govern-
ment, gradually obscured, and, at length extingnished ! !

IV. [t was not supposed that the concessions to Ireland
had been voluntary on the part of Great Britain. They
were only a sacrifice to circumstances, with the mental
reservation of acting upon the original principle, as often
as events might facilitate s\1ch a procepding. The egotis-
tical character of the English trader, the avarice insepa-
ble from mercantile education, and the llational impa-
tiencp, under even an ideal ri\Oalsllip, united in exciting
every drart to neutralize the concessions: and it soon
becaine palpa ble to both nations, that the' free traue of
Ireland might prove a sore impediment 10 the gratifica-
tions of the English monopoly. England could not so
suddenly renounce the force of ancient habit, and of en-
grafted prejudices, and become, at once, liberal, enlight-
ened, and magnanimolls. ]\'0 persoll conversant with
the ruling principles of mankind, could suppose that her
very nature could change in a day, and that she could be
sincere towards Ireland, as long as it was imagined that
the two countries had repugnant interests.

The insatiable cnpidity of British capitalists, and the
necessities of the British Gorcrnmcnt, had commenced
their coalition even against the prosperity of Englan(l.
The extravagance of the Government was supplied with
facility, by the usuries of the monied intPrest, and a rein
was given to that boundless waste of pnblic money,
which termillatf~d in an overwh{'\min~ debt, and which
nearly exhausted financittl iug-enllity, 'having not unfrc-
ouent Iv assailed the principles anJ safeguards of her own
(~onstiiUlion.

These concessions were likewise rendered peculiarly
unpalatable, hy political circumstances. En?land, at that
gloomy epoch, had not bef'n able to retalll one dlSlll-



312 RISE AND FALL

terested friend or sincere ally in Europe. She had sub-
sidized German mendicants, and she had purchased
human blood, she had hired military slaves from beggarly
principalities; but these were not alliances for the honour
of Great Britain.

The character "which England had justly acqui:'ed
previously to the year 1780, had raised her reputatIOn
above that of all the powers of Europe. The new attempt
on Ireland, proclaimed that her sordid interests now ab-
sorbed every other consideration.

V. The minister's only excuse for his schemes, was the
pecuninry wants of Government. But JHr. Pitt feared
that Ireland would murmur at paying her portion of .his
profuse extravagance. Taxation commenced on luxunes,
proceeded to comforts, to necessaries, and, at length, ex-
tended its grasp to justice and morality. A trenty for a
commercial tariff between the two nations was now pro-
ceeded on, and exposed that duplicity which had b~en
scarcely suspected. The Irish, unaccustomed to receive
any concession or fnvour, and little versed in the schemes
of commercial polity, gave a giddy confidence to the
dignified terms in which their claims had been acknow-
ledged. Some ahle men, hO\n~ver, reasoned that the ,:ery
composition of British Cabinets, the means of getting Illta
power, and of keeping it; their privnte interests, an~
public object, were decidedlv adverse to nny liberal parti-
cipation of commercial adv;uta:res with I]:eland. Cpon
the English monopolists alone; ministers could dcp~nd
for replenishing their Exchequer, and for their retamJl1g
their power. 1\1en also reasoned tl1:1t. if England and
Ireland should clash on any point' of cO;l1merc~ a British
Parliament could not serve two conflict in'! interests, and
an Irish Par~iarnen~ was not likely to slJrrender rights
she had ohtamed With so much difficulty and danger.

It was, therefore. palpahle (as )Ir. Fox had mptcriotlsly
declared) that some fnrther intemationnl measures were
absohltt'h- tleCeSSnlT, and ns Irebnt! eonld noW kn-islatc
for her ll\\'ll C<HllIllf"f('1' with all the world. it 5eC[11('(/;ldri-
sable, that a ('ollllll.'n'ia I trea tv should hl: contracted hy
t~~ two coulltries, ,dlich might provide against any col-
lilllon, and secure to both nations the advantaaes of the
federal compact. 0
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:'\othing coul11 h~ m()r~ plausihle than the theory of
this rneasun', alll! kw tllill;';s IIlnt',~ Ili/licult to carry into
exc"lltioli.

VI. 'I'lw d"tail"tl tl,'hatps, Oil tl]f'sP cOl11nwrcial pro-
positi"IIS ai'<' I"'yolld 11]f' 1':111,,"l,r tlli~ C(lIIII':lI'l hist(lry."
Bill if is "''''llli:d to }'I'III:lrl, 11j,(I!l 111<'111\\'itli ]'I'll']'I'1I1'" to
tlw ",,"dlld of (;]'I"lt Britai!l, ,lIld it Illay he pro!,"r to
alllld,' 1(1the slate of Ircbnd, at the 1ll01lH'lIt s,'!ect('(} hy
tlw 1llllIi'kr Il)r IllakillC; the first illdirect attempt to re-
":!J'llir" III<' illd"j"'lId"lIce of that dev(lted coulltry.

'I'll<' hish lIalioll \\'as rapidly ;ulvallcing to el11inence
and pr(lsl'erity, her eOlllnH~rce improving, her deht light,
Ol!' taxps illc(llI;;id,'rahlp, {,lIIigration had ceased, and
p0l'ulatioll \1';10' aU:!lllPlitill!.Y. llI'arl;; t\\'O hundred nobles,
,lI II! 1I<'arh' a lillie' '()I11I11'lIlf'rs. resid"I!Oll thl'ir dempslles
alld I'Xl"'I',d,.d tlwir ]'I'llts amid,! those \\'ho paid them.
'I'll" !':lrli:lllil'lll "'1'1111'dtn ha\'" j"'''ll a\\';d,"lll'U to a more
H'dll].'"S ;1i1"IJlinll t,) th,' \I'ish,'~ (If Ill<' p""I,J,', :\Ir, Pitt
tonk :)(I\';111Ia:!,' (If th" lllilnlPJlth,' ;;:1\\' t!!:1t tIll' lIati(lll \\'ns
ill :!\md 11l1l!lnllr all,l l!I'att.f!l1. am!lw d"t(,],llIilll"l. \\'hilst
h,. tlattPred their vanit'\, to ill\'ad" tbcir conqil1ltiOl~. The
stalt) of the Irish cOlirt and aristocracy, at this period,
~1'Pll1ed p:Hticularly 1':n'ourahle to the experiment. The
('onqant residellce ()1'the landed proprietors was an incal.
rnlal,],) b"Ilt'tlt; awl their influence, in mitigating the
a\'ari,'p of tljP c!Pl':!\' alllI tIlt: irritating t\-rannv of the
titllill:! ;;!'~tell1. \\':1< iJlI)q l!ratdnl to the'p(~ople .•

Tile \'i"l',re:!;l! pS1:IJ.lislllllPllt \\"a5 at th:l1 p"riod much
mon' bl'iJli,l1lt and h"'''pitabl,' thnn th:1t of the monarch;
the ntmost 1ll:l!.YlliticCIl<'"~i"ll:diz"tJ tl!l' ell(f'rt;linnll'lIts of
the /)uke :1nd /)lI<'h,'"" Ill' HlIlLlIld, all'! th,ir Inxurv gave
a ]Xl\\,.'rfnl ill1JHtl". III 11J:lllnl~l"tllr," :111']:lldn'-lry, 'It \\'as
to h., fl''-il't't1l,tJ ho\\'.,\""J', tll:il tbis 111:I~JJ](i""Ij('e was
acculJIp,llIied hr cin.'lllIlst:lnc. 's whi<' h f,rJ ll"d :l IIPW ()poch

• Thf' .khalf's of tlw Iri,.!t l'arlialllpnt Ilj".on tltf'~ prnJ'O"itionll, went
tak~n with Vl'fy «Ill,.idf'rah)., aNura.-\' hy W,nllall. :md publi&bed by
llnnf'. III Ouh!;n, Th"\' an) valuahle "ior ~1.~Jo"lll" tbe political c.barlIc-
".n- "",j taknt_ oj !warl," "II lh~ m..n of nolf'. then memhl! ....of the 1=
Cilmmnil" Scarcely "Iiy otb ..r docufTll'nt ""tt"f d"pK't" the ~~ all
,h'('1,j,',: (ha,ac!rr of Mr, Flt7~bhon whICh (1)!'ltmll'l~ him thn 19
the ~l1h.;.;.,llj;-'!1: r(.N'i'rn'l of Ireland. unlit 10 #I chaf3(':tl'n~hc attf~nlpt ~.
Innlll'oVf'~ the l",l"h 1'f'P~p. h .. "". r.,l1tlcally .lam hy the Dub ,.
Bedford
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in the Iwhits of Irish socid,-: ;t \axit,- of decorum in both
sexes of tlw tashiollahl,' ari',tonaIT.liad commenced, and
thollgh the \'oluptllolls brilli:lIwy at' th,' ('ourt \\Oasdazzling
to the COUlltry, it was deficient ill that proud, elevat~d
dignity 'which had g-elll'r:dly distill"llishcd that societym
former vice-royalties. :\"otllill" could 1,,' more honourable
than the condilctof the nllk.? of Rlltland; but the sudden
relaxation of nElllllcrs at his COllrt. was bv no means
gratifying to those who had heen accllstome((to theynde-
viating strictness of decorum amongst the Irish bdles:

This paroxysm ofjoy throughout thecoun~ry, ~onfidence
amongst the gentry, and absence of SlIsplclOn m the Par-
liament, was judged by the British Go\'('rnment the oppor-
tunity most favourable, under colour of her commerce to
undermine her Constitution. This proposition for a
treaty of commerce between England and Ireland, as tWO
independent countries, w'cessa ri Iy req 11 ired a deeper CO?-
sideration than any other event of her history. No
decisive international overt act had, as yet, taken place
between the two countries. Rut ]\Ir. Pitt, in his anxiety
to encroach upon the ind'~peJl(Jt.nt spirit of the compact,
unintentionally confirmed it lIpon a clear internatiOnal
principle .

.Mr. Orde, the Secretary of the Viceroy, on the 7th of
February, 1785, proposed to the Irish Parliament cleven
resolutions, as a distinct commercial treaty between tWO
independent states. As such they were received, l:l~
the treaty was at lcnuth utterly rejected by the Ins
Parliament. "

Mr. Brownlow, one of the first country gentlemen o!
Ireland, most zealously opposed it as a badge of slaver~,
and an attempt to encroach on the independence of hiS
country: It ~vas, however, conditionally accepted, ~fter
much dIscussIOn; during which a manreuvre was practised
by the Secretary, which would have disgraced the 1?~V~st
trader . .M~. Orde expatiated with great plaUSIbility
upon the kllld concessions of the English Government,

• Before this period, there had been but two actions of crim. con. in
Irel:lDd,~ both of which noblemen ware the plaintiffs; Lonl Belvide~
agamst hIS ~rother Captain Rochfort, and Lord Lisle against Dennis
M<Cart~y,.hISown postillion. There had, however, been several hun'
dreds tried m England.
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und the extraordinary advantages likely to result to
Ireland; and urged the House to come to a hasty decision
in their favour, "lest the English monopolist should pour
in applications to the English Parliament to stop their
progress, as too partial to Ireland." The bait took, and
the resolutions were approved, and sent back with some
alterations,

His artifice, however, was defeated, and Mr. Orde was
left in a sit,nationof excessive embarrassment and appeared
equally ndlculous to both countries. Mr. Pitt having
gained his first point, conceived it possible to assail more
openly the independence of Ireland, by attaching her
finances and commerce to Great Britain, so that her own
Parliament should become, if not impotent, at least con-
temptible.

Instead, therefore of rediseussing the eleven resolutions
as approved by Ireland, he brought twenty propositions
l?ctore the English Parliament, incorporated in a Bill,
tramell with such consummate artifice. that it atfected to
confer favours, whilst it rendered th~ Irish Parliament
only the register of all English statutes relating to com-
merce; and, by a perpetual money bill, appropriated a
proportion of her hereditary revenue to the uses of the
British Navy.

YII. Mr. Orde" himself was utterly uncertain how to
proceed, and after many adjournments, on the 12th of
August, 1785, he moved for leave to bring in a Bill
pursuant to Mr Pitt's twenty propositions. The country
gentlemen of Ireland, though they did not understand the
commercial details of the subject, percei\'ed the design
of the minister. A storm arose in Parliament, the
landed interests of the country were alarmed, the country
gentlemen grew boisterous, tlie law officers were arro~ant,
the patriots retorted, and rendered the debate on,e ot the
most inflammatory that had for some years been witnessed •

• Mr. Orde, the Secretary, a cold, cautious, slow, and. ~nten~ous
man, tolerably well informed, but not at all talented, had, a mmd neIther
powerful nor feeble; as a public man he could not be despIsed, as an Eng-
lish Factor, he could plausibly enhance the property he ,was entrusted to
dispose of, though he well knew there was a rent wlthm Jt~ folds. He
had much to g-ain, for of politIcal reputatton he had nothmg to be de-
...rived. He certain Iy did as much as cOl~ldbe effected on the subject, and
~ British peerage consoled him for his lnsh di..<eomfilure.
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LOll'! awl (mill! I" \\'a ~tIta t TI'marka hIe COil test. Fitzgibbon
the -:'\ttllrlli'\' (;,'nl'r;t!, ,',IIIl'11t'11 all arrll:::III,?e \vhich
mor<' than ':'l'l:t!le,[ any IIf hi~ t;'fl!wr ,'x/libilions; he
insu\tl'clmallr, alld ll".d tl,,~ tuo,t oYl'I"ll('ariug language
to all \\'110opposed It ill!, 'I'lli' dl.I,atl' coutimlt'd allnigh4
and, at nine o'clol'k nf'xt llwrnill::, the yio\ence \Vas
undiminished, amI it was di/Ii"llit to pill t/w '1m'slioll: at
length a diyisioll at "1li'1'allllllllllCI,d tit,. e(jlliyocal yictory
of the Millistf'r. TI\f' nillu/wrs j"r (;"V"rlll!lf'llt were 127,
against tlte .\Iinislf'r lll~, leanll'! only a nrajority o,f 1~,
As tlte ll10liun was on!\' j;'r lea \'1' to IJrin~ in the Bill, It
was nln'iolls tltat on a ;"f'ond rf'adillg it \\~ollidhave been
disgracpf'Il11r nj,~r;ted, }Ir, Flood then moved a decla-
ralioll of riC!hts; anolh'!r division r-;till If'r-;r-;favourable
to the ;'Iinisler sllcc,~('(lc-l; an adjollrllll!Cllt, therefore,
and a prorogation took place, awl the r-;lll~ectwas never
renewed,

Mr. Pitt never wonld have hrnn:!ht in hir-;Bill, had he
not becn assllred of r-;lICCPSShy tIll: Irir-;h Sp('('elary; this
defeat, therefore, was the morl' gallin~, allil it confirmed,
in his pcrst:ycrillg alld illll('xjbll~ mind, a dl'tel'lllinatioll, If
he ~ollid Hot ntl.,. the [rish l'arliallll'1l1 to annihilate the
imlcpcndellcc of /I'elallll. 1\/ r. Pill llC\';'r was scrupnlous
as to means, and a mlld\ mow important point sho~lly
confirmed his dclcrminalioll by flnn-iug that, upon vilal
subjects he had !lot yet sullieientl y lllllnbled the people,
or been able slIlIiciently to seclilce tlwir representatives.

These propositions were in fitet deteated by the honest
obstinacy of the ~ounlry gf;ntlernen, and hy lhe influellce
and talents of Mr. Grattan and ~1r.Flood, who, upon
this subject alone, were pcrfectly in unison. It is worthy
of observation, that the zeal and honesty of 1\1r, Con-
nolly, in supporting the independence of his country
agaiI?-st the agency of .Mr. Oi'de, were utterly rever~ed
by hiS subsequently supportiuo- the still more destructlve
measures of his corrupt and u~fortunate relative.

VIII. During these scenes some men who though
not of the highest order of ta'lent were i~ con~iderable

I reputation and of untainted inteo-rlty exerted themselves
in defence of their country' ~lOng' st them the most

. " daC~lve was lVIr. Forbes, the Member for Droghe a.
W Ithout a~y very distinguished natural abilities. and but
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moderately acquainted with Iiteraturc, by his zealous at-
tachment to Mr. Grattan, his public principles, and atten-
tion to business, he recnived much respect, and acquired
some influence in the House of Commons. He had
practised at the bar with a probability of success; but he
mistook his course, and became a statesman, as which
he llever could rise to any great distinctioll. As a
la wyer, he undervalued himself and was modest; as a
stateman, he over-rated himself, and was presnmptuous.
He benefitted his party by his indefatigable zeal, and re-
flected honour upon it by his character; he was a good
Irishman, and to the last undeviating in his public prin-
ciples. He died in honourable exile, as Governor of the
Bahama Isles.

In a class lower as a politician, but higher as a man of
letters, and equal in integrity, stood Mr. Hardy, the bio-
grapher of Earl Charlemont. He had been returned to
Parliament by the interest of Earl Granard, and faith-
fully followed the fortunes of that nobleman and his rela-
tive, EarllVIoira, throughout all the political vicissitudes
of Ireland.

His mind was too calm, and his habits too refined, for
the rugged drudgery of the bar-he was not sufficiently
profound for a statesman, and was too mild for a political
wrangler-his ambition was languid, and he had no love
of lucre-he therefore was not eminent either as a poli-
tician or a lawyer. Like many other modest and accom-
plished men he was universally esteemed. H~ h.ad suf-
ficient talents, had he possessed energy, and hIS lllterest
was always the last of his considerations; his means
were narrow, and his exertions inconsiderable.

IX. Mr. (afterwards Viscount) Carleton, was, during a
part of this important period, Solicitor General <?fIreland,
and no man was less adequate to the parlIamentary
duties of that office. He was, of course, but little noticed
by the recorders of that epoch; and is almost a dead
letter in the memoirs of Ireland. His conduct on the
Union, however, was remarkable.

Viscount Carleton was the son of a respectable mer-
chant of Cork and was created Solicitor General when
the superior h~woffic:eswere considered as .stati~ms.of
very considerable weIght, and of much offiCIaldlgmty.

2i*
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At the ],:lr 1\1' W:l~ ,'lli,-i"111 : Oil t]1I' ]."lw11 II/' was exem-
plar~;. \\iIh a \,1:1111alld "x..[II~I\,,'I~' l;'n'n~i(- talent,cul-
tivated h\' all a~~ldlll!\' ll"tllill:..' "llltid ~llr!,a~~, he allam-
cd very considera}'I,' i,r"f,'~,i"l1:tl 1'1I1illl'l«"I': his ~\'hole
capa,'ity scelw'd tll ha\',' 1""'11 r;'rIljt'd IlIlll IUllnl,; 01 law,
rC'gularly nUll1hcruJ. amI :tl\\':I\'~ w:ldy tllr use. HIS
limited (renins s<'ld,'nl \\'al1d"r,'d 1"'\'''lId the natural
boundary; },ut wlll'llI'\"'r it dl;III,' ..d I'll slray to general
suhject~, it ap!H'ar<.d ah\'ay~ I" r"l1lrtl tll ils symtlletrIcal
tcclllliGditi .. s wilh :!r"at :!ralti"allllii.

Hahit and applil'atioll kId Iliad .. hilll a ~im,ular rro-
firient in that ml'thndieal luir-splillill:..' of le:!al dlS\I?C-
tinns, and in recOlwilill:..' till: ill"flIl:!rIll!\' of confllctlUg
pren~dl'nt;;, which g"II"rally 1",:..'<'111\1' r;'pulation.of an
ahl,~ lawY"f. The gllvel'lln),'nl wI'n' :..'lad 10 get IJlm ~ut
of Parlianwnl, and witlwnt illl"'Hlillg il. did all essentIal
service to the uue ;ulministratillil of jw,li,'".

As Chief Justin' of till' ('onlmOIl I'l"as. Ilis naturally
gcntle manners and affability, his le:..':tl knowledge, an~
the rectit1Hlp of his df"'.isions, )lffll'IlWd him the IIn~I1l-
mOllS approbatioll of his prot;'ssioll. J It- had no enemlCS.
But, C\'I'II ill his prilill', lie was a most f{".bJe and mclfi-
cicnt Il'ljishlor alld stale~(Ilal); his cap:lI'ity was not ~uf-
ficicntly cOInpn,llf'nsivc 10 1'lIll,race subjects of C()IIS~ltu-
tiona! polity. Ill' brought tlIP attrilHltcs of his trade IlIto
Parliamcnt, and aI'P(~ar('(l either blind or inditIcreJ~t t?
those varied and lllxnri:mt labyrillths whidl the prIllcl-
pies of civil liberty cternally disclose, and which the
enlightencd lcgislator ne\'cr fails to discover, and never
ceases to cnjoy.

'\Vhen men shall read the childish contemptible, and
strained attempts at reasoning, \Vhicl~ were pronounced
by him upon the discussion of the Union and reflect upon
the. dup~icitr of his professions, and h'is predetermined
emigratIOn, It must be regretted that a judge so compe-
tent a~d inde~endent, and a ~an so respected, should
h~ve YIClded hIS country against his conviction, and lent
hIS faIr fame to the corrupting Minister."

~ After Lord Carleton had supported the Union, he was suffered to
~tire, '?1l the ground of declining health, on a magnificent pension. J.Ie
~mmediately emIgrated to London, and lived in excellent health and 8pll
ltafor four-and-twenty '!lean
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.Death of the Duke of Rutland-Marquis of Buckingham's second Gov-
ernment- The question of a Regency- Mr. Pitt's conduct-The
Prince submitted to the restraints-The Irish resisted, and refused to
restrain him-Vnprecedented case-Collision between the two Parlia.
ments-Round Robin-Irish address to the Prince-Sketch of the
Arguments on the Regency question in Ireland-Constitutional state
of both nations-Conlluct of the nations contrasted-Reasons for the
Irish Parliament proceeding by Address, and not by Statute, to appoint
a Regent-Question whether the Parliaments of England or Ireland
had committe,l a breach of the Constitution-Threats of the Viceroy-
The Round Robin-Viceroy determined to retire-Reception of the
Irish delel!;atcsby the l'rillce-A'ldress of the Irish Parliament to the
Prince-He ply o'f the Prince, eulogizing the Irish legislature-After-
wards neglected.

I. THE British Government, for a short time, affected to
relinquish the idea of opposing the commercial interests
of Ireland. It was determined to let the Irish take their
own course, and patiently to await, till circumstances
might enable them to act more decisively against their
independence.

Mr. Pitt was obliged to rest upon his oars: his own
bark was tempest tossed, whilst that of Ireland was run-
ning rapidly before a prosperous wind. This was the state
of Ireland after the proposition-tempest had subsided,
when the Duke ofRutland's incessant conviviality deprived
(October, 1787) the British Peerage of an honourable,
generous, and high-minded nobleman, and Ireland of a
Viceroy, whose government did nothing, or worse than
nothing, for the Irish people. 'With the aristocracy, the
Duke was singularly popular, and he was not disliked by
any class of the community; but his advis~rs were pro-
fligate, and his measures were corrupt. HIS Grace and
the Duchess were reckoned the handsomest couple in
Ireland.

The Marquis of Buckingham was sent, a second time,
to govern Ireland. As a moderate, hard-working Viceroy,
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with a ('atholi,' \\'it~,. Ill' wa~ ~I'k,'tl'd, as not unlikely to
be a"n','al>11' to the hl,h.

Little, htnn'\'l'r. was it SllpI",,,'d, that tlw mo~t impor-
tant and 1'1Ilharrassill!! of all "')Jjqltutional questions be-
tween th.' two COlllllrl"" \\'as 111".1\-In ocr-Ilr dming his
administration. \'lIt;'l'tullat,.I\-, ho'\\-c\'l'r. slwh did arise,
through tllP Il"r-I's..;ity of al'pnlntin!! a R"gt'nt during the
Monarch's aherration of illt,.IIer-!.

Thi~ great qlll'qion, and its intlut'lH'e on the federative
compart of tlw two natinns, 1I0W rutirdy occuplCd the
attention of both Parlianlf<nts, Thc Princc, at that
period, Iwld a line of politics, and empl0Y"d a class of
sf'fYants, ditlf'rl'nt from tho~e lIP afterwards adopted.
1\Ir. Pitt well kul'w that his owu n~i!!n, and that of the
Cabinet he rommallded, were iu danger-.that they could
endnre no 10llger than ~Ollle tattprs of thl1 royal prer?,"
gative and rl'straints on thfl Rq~l1ut should remain in hiS
hands as minister, by which he could cnrh the Regency,
which might otherwise he fatal to his ambilion and hiS
cabinet.

He therefore resisted, with all his enl'rgy, the heir-
apparent's right to the prr<rogati\'es of his father, and
struggled to restrain the Prillce from many of those
essential powers of the executive authority,

The PriIll~e acted with that digllity of which he was
Su mnch a mastcr, hut, through a state necessity, sub-
mitted reluctantly to the restraints prescrilll,d by his ow.n
servants; and, from a delicacy to the feeling of hiS
mother, retained in his service a minister whom, on every
other ground, he would havc becn more than justified In
dismissing with indignation. ,

. 'fhe Irish nation had nothing to do with this pnvate
CIrcumstance, and the Parliament would not obey the
minister, or submit to the mandates of the British G<;
vemment. They decided that the Prince was theIr
Regent, in virtue of the federative compact. and they
also determincd that he should have all the r~gal prero-
gatives connected with the monarchy of Ireland.

Upon this subject debatcs arose, more embarrassi~g
than any that had ever taken place in the Irish parha-
ment. It was a casus omissus both in the British Revo-
hJtion of 1688, and in the Irish Constitution of 1782.
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The question was, whether the Parliament of Ireland
were competent, by address or otherwise, to invest the
Regent with more extensive privileges, as to Ireland,
than the British Parliament had thought fit to entr'lst to
him in England.

II. This point was without precedent; but it was
argued, that if an act of Parliament were necessary, no
Regent could be appointed, for an act implied the ex-
istence of the third estate, and the proper proceeding
was, therefore, by address. The probability of His
Majesty's recovery had a powerful influence on placemen
and official connections. The Marquis of Buckingham
took a decisive part against the Prince, and made bold
and hazardous attempts upon the rights of the Irish Par-
liament. crhat body was indignant at his presumption,
and he found it impossible to govern or control even the
habitual supporters of every administration. Fitzgibbon,
the Attorney General, was promised the seals, if he suc-
ceeded for Mr. Pitt, and he even announced that every
opponent should be made the victim of his suffrage.
Lord Buckingham even threatened those who would not
coincide with the British Parliament; the then powerful
family of Ponsonby, decided supporters of Government,
on this occasion seceded from the Marquis, and which
gave rise to the famous and spirited Round Robin.* Many
however, may be induced to ask, why it was expedient to
be honest in a circle.

After long and ardent debates, an address of the Irish
Parliament was voted to the Prince, declaring him Regent
of the Kingdom of Ireland, in asfall, ample, and unquali-
fied a manner as was enjoyed by his Royal Father.

The words, though simple, were as comprehensive as
the English language could make them. The terms are:
" Under the style and title of Prince Regent of Ireland,
in the name and on behalf of his Majesty, to exercise and
administer, according to the laws and constitution of.this
Kingdom, all regal powers, jurisdiction, and prerogatlves
to the Crown and Government thereof belonging."

In the Commons, the Address was moved by Mr.
Grattan, and was carned withont a division. It was

• That Round Robin was so decISive, that it was brought forward in
1800. as the mOBtpowerful argument in favour of a Ulllon
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moved in the Lords by the Earl of Charlemont, and was
carried by a majority of only 19. Contents 45-Non-
contents 26.

In the Commons, the number upon lVIr.Grattan's Mo-
tion, for thus transmitting the Address were-for the
Motion, 130: against it, 74.

The Address having passed both the Lords and Can:-
mons, it was sent to the Viceroy to be transmitted to HIs
Royal Highness. The Marquis of Buckingham peremp-
torily refused acquiescence, and an embassy of two Lords
and four Commoners," was immediatel y appointed to hum-
blypresent the Address, in the name of the nation, to the
Prince. A severe resolution of censure was then moved
against the Lord Lieutenant, for a breach of official duty.
It passed both Houses, and obliged him to quit the co~n-
try. Though his extensi ve patronage was craftily applIed
and had procured him many adherents, he neve~ after-
wards could make any head in the Irish ParlIament.
The Address was the boldest step yet taken by the Irish
nation, and it brought the independence of Ireland to a
practical issue ..

III. The vital importance of the Regency Quest~on,
in consolidating the independence of the Irish NatIOn,
and the fallacious influence which it afterwards afforded
to the arguments for extinguishing that independen.ce,
offer considerations more grave and more comprehenSive
than any that have occurred since England, by the Re-
nunciation Act, admitted her usurpation.

The facts and reasoning on that subject are beyond t.he
range of this volume-they are therefore here necessar:ly
epitomised. However somewhat more than superfiCial
?et~l is ind~spensable, to dispel that mist of ming.ledpre-
JudIce and Ignorance of the English people, which has
never ceased to obscure from their view every clear pros-
pect of the true state of Ireland, when she evinced h~r
un«;lualifiedadherence to the genuine spirit of the consti-
tutIOn.

In 1789 two branches of the legislature, the Peers and
the Commons of Great Britain and of Ireland, were by
comm~~ law originally, and by statute law, subsequently,

:<iIP1t':

,.• Thi-~were. the Duke of Leinster and Lord CharlemonL The
Coaunon6, Melin!. Connolly, J. O'Neil, W. B. Ponsonby, and J. Stewart.
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as distinct as those of any other independent nation.
The third estate, the king, was common Monarch of
both; the two crowns placed on the same brow were, by
the common constitution, entailed for ever on the same
dynasty: the executive power was united; the other
branches utterly separate.

IV. The King of both countries having become incapa-
ble of executing his functiolls for either-his eldest son
and heir apparent to the throne, in the full vigour of
health and intellect, by the irJcapacityofhis father, became
the proper guardian of thoSt~ two realms to the throne of
which he was constitutionally to succeed.

So circumstanced, the British minister who as such had
no constitutional right to interfere with Ireland, thought
proper, through the British Parliament, to shackle the
Rei!ency with restrictions, that deprived the executive
po\\"er in England of its cOllStitntional prerogatives; such
a measure, if adopted by Ireland, wonld have left hel
king incompetent, and her Regency imperfect, during
the necessary sllspension of the monarch's capacity to
govern.

The Viceroy of Ireland, under the dictation of the Bri-
tish minister, resisted the legislature of Ireland in its own
course of appointing the same Regent; and a collision
ensued: the Irish supporting, and the English curtailing,
the constitutional prerogative of the executive branch of
the constitution, in the office of Regent.

Y. In this state of things, the session was opened on
the 5th February by the )Iarquis of Buckingham, who, in
his speech from the throne, jn!l)[med the two houses of
the SHere indisposition with ,,"hich the King was afflicted,
and at th.' same time, acquainted them that he had
uirectcd all the docnments respecting his )Iajesty's health
which could assist their deliberations to be laid before
them.

111'. Fitzh('rbert, the secretary, then moved the bouse,
that it should resolve itself into a committee on the Mon-
day sell"night, to take into consideration the state of his
Majesty.s health ...

As the eYid('nt deSIgn of thIS delay was to. pre~ent ~he
Irish Parliament from coming to ~ny .resoll1llonS1'eI~t!vo
to a Regency hefore thp dptprmmatlOns of the Bntlsn
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ParlinnJl'nt eould b" prnpn",.(l to tlll'm f()r their concur.
f('IW", it \\':lS "1'1")",<1;[, ,j,'r,,:!atnry to the illdependen.ce
of 11I;lt !\in:!d"lll. allt! t,) tll>' <li:!llit\' and credIt of Its
Parli:IIlIl'IIl. -'II'. (;ratl:1l! tll>'n't;'n' l'i'oposed that-"the
House shollid Iller-( (Ill rlw Ilf.r1 \\ ,.dll""d:I\':' IIis amend.
ment, after a 10m! illifl warrJl d"bat, .. w:is carried by a
majority of 128 to /.1 .. \. Ill(l! inn In:l(!e liy the Chancel.
lor of the Exdw'llHlr tilr pro"l'l'd illl; imlllediately upon the
business of SIl}I}lly. W:l" uf':!ati\",tl.

VI. On \Vl'dll,."day tll!: 11th, .\Ir. Connolly.moved,
that "an ncldress should h... presented to the PrInce of
\Yair's, n'qul'stiJl~ him to lake on himself the Govern';llent
of In'land, [lS Rpl!pnt thereof dming his ~bjesty's 1I1ca-
pacity," (without any rpstriction.) .

This motion gave rise tn a long and violent debate, :
which the Attomey (;eneral, .\Ir. Fitzgibbon (af~envar. s
Chancellor of Ireland) {'minently distim!llished hlmselfm
opposition to the motion. It was supported by. Mr.
Grattan, .Mr. Ponsonhy, .Mr. Currall, and other e!n:~ent
speakers, and was ultimately carripd withont a dIVISIOn.

On Monday th" ]fith, fllf' JIow.;P of Lords being met,
the Earl of Charlemont mo\'ed fur an address to the
Prince of Wales sirllilar tn that voted by the Co.mz,n0lli
whIch, after some debate, was carried hy a majorIty 0
nineteen. A protest was entered signed by seventeen
Lords.

On Thursday the 19th, Loth houses waited upon t~e
Lord Lieutenant with their address, and requested him
to transmit the same, with this re(111est his Excellency
~efused to comply, returning for answer that under the
Impressions he felt of his official duty and of the oath he
had taken, he did not consider himself warranted to lay
before th~ Prince an address, purporting to invest hIS
Royal Highness with powers to take upon him the Gov-
ernment of the realm, before he should be enabled by
law so to do; and therefore he declined transmitting theU'
address to Great Britain.

Upon the return of the Commons to their own House,
and the answer of the Lord Lieutenant being reported to
them! Mr. Grattan observed, that in a case so extremely
new It::w.oul~ be highly improper to proceed with hu~ry
... precipitanon; the House was called npon to act WIth
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dignity, firmness and decision; and therefore that due
time might be had for deliberation, he would move the
question of adjournment to the following day. The
question was put and carried without opposition.

VII. On the next day he moved, That his Excellency
the Lord Lieutenant, having thought proper to decline to
transmit to his Royal Highness George, Prince of vVales,
the address of both Houses of Parliament, a competent
number of members be appointed to present the said ad-
dress to his Royal Highness.

Mr. Grattan's motion was passed without any division,
whereupon he moved, "That Mr. Connolly do attend the
Lords with the said resolution, and acquaint them that
this House requests them to appoint members of their
own body to join with the members of the Commons in
presenting the said address." This also passed without
any division, and :\1r. Connolly went up to the Lords
accordingly. The message received in reply was, that
the Lords had concurred in the resolution of the Com-
mons, and had appointed his Grace the Duke of Leinster,
and the Earl of Charlemont, to join with such members
as the Commons should appoint to present the address of
both Houses to his Royal Highness, the Prince of Wales.

:Mr.Grattan then moved that the Right Hon. Thomas
Connolly, Right Hon. J. O'Neil, Right Hon. 'N. Ponson-
by, and J. Stewart, Esq. should be appointed commis-
sioners on the part of the Commons, for the purpose of
presenting the Address to his Royal Highness, the Prince
of 'Vales, and they were appointed accordingly.

These motions having passed, Mr. Grattan then moved,
that the two Houses of Parliament had discharged an in-
dispensable duty in providing for the third estate of the
Irish Constitution (rendered incomplete through the
King's incapacity) by appointing the Prince of 'Yales,
Regent of Ireland. This motion was carried after a long
debate. Ayes 150, Noes 71.

Mr. Grattan then moved that it is the opinion of this
House, "That the answer of his Excellency the. Lord
Lieutenant to both Houses, in refusing to transmIt the
said address, is ill advised, und tends to convey an un-
warrantable and unconstitutional censure on the con.
duct of both Houses."
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1\1r.Grattan's motion of cel/sure was then put, on which
the Hous(' di,-ideJ, and there appeared for the motion 115
against it 8:~.

On the 25th. resolutions of the committee of supply
(which provide~ for the payment of the interest of ~he
national debt, the annuities and establishments,) belllg
read, 1\11'. Grattan moved "That the words for TWO
MO~THS, only ending the 26th of May, 1789, be added,"
On the question being put, there appeared: Ayes 104,
Noes 85.

Mr. Grattan then moved that the army be provided,for
to the 25th of May only, which motion was camed.
Ayes 102, Noes n..

VIII. This determination of the Irish legislatu,re JU
asserting their constitutional independence, and th~lr en"
tire rejection of all subserviency to the views or dictates
of the British Parliament, was f(mnded not only on t,he
nature of their federative compact, but on the very pnn-
ciples of that constitution which it was their mutual duty
to preserve in its full integrity.

By that constitution it was indispensable that every
statute should receive its consummation only by the eX-
press assent of the King, as the third estate of that con-
stitution.

In this case no thin.l estate existed in a capacity to as"
s~~t to or consummate any statute, and no express pro-
vIsIon had been made by the constitution for s~ch an
emergency. The Irish legislature therefore, havmg nO
competent third estate to consummate a statute, adop!ed
the next step admitted by the Constitution, of proceedJll~
by address, for which they had the English precedent of
1688.

The British Minister however, determined to proceed
by statute, and this difference therefore arose between
the two legislatures, England proceeded by means which
could not be constitutionally consummated, Ireland pro-
c~eded by means which constitutionally could. ~he
VIceroy surrendered himself to the minister' the IrIsh
legislature adhered to the Prince and assert~d their in-
dependence by an overt act, whidh England never since
f<.!fgaye; ~nd, on the Union, used that act of Irish c0!l"
8litutionality as an argument for annihilating that legIS-
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lature, which had dared to support the rights of their
Prince against the ambition of his Minister.

IX. International controversies are frequently referred
to the arbitration of f(weign states, disinterested on the
subject, and had the question been submitted to such an
arbitrator, "'Whether the British legislature abetting the
conspiracy of NIt'.Pitt, to abridge the executin~ power of
its inherent rights, or that of Ireland supporting the royal
prerogatives of their common Regent, and had committed
a crime, should he extinguished for its inroad on the con-
stitlltion," the awful sentence must have been pronounced
against Great Britain; and even the dignified language
of the Prince himself, evinced nothing adverse to the
principle of so just a condemnation."

Previous to the departure of the Delegates to present
the address to the Prince of ~Wales, a declaration by the
Viceroy had been made public, which threatencJ to visit
with his displeasure, or reward by his bvours, every
member of the legislature who could either be deprived
of office for his resistance, or induced to accept one for
his desertion.

This declaration gave rise to the then celebrated Round
Robin, which was subscribed by a great number of the
highest and most leading characters of both Houses of
Parliament, pledging themselves as a body and as indi-
viduals, against every attempt by Government either to
seduce or to intimidate them. This was a fatal blow to
all further struggles of the Viceroy. The tide ran too
strongly to be res~isted; the rank and influence of those
who signed that document could no longer be opposed,
and pro\'ed to the Viceroy the impossibility of his con-
tinllina the Government of Ireland, upon such a pflnci-
pIe, at~dof course he determined to retire from the Vice-
royalty.

X. The Delegates now proceeded to London to deli~er
to the Prince the joint address of both Houses of the Irish
Parliament. The first nobles and commoners of that
kingdom investina him with allthosc royal rights and
pre~ogatives which had been relilsed t? him by his Bri-
tish subjects, was too grand and gratllrlllg an ~mbassy
not to receive the highest honours and attentIOn Ius Royal

• See his letter to )lr, Pitt, and his J"{'pli .... to the ~B5<'~~
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Highness and his friends could bestow. Nothing could
exceed the dignified cordiality and splendour with which
they were received by the Regent on that occasion.. He
felt all the importance of such a grant, and if gratitude
has any permanent station in the hearts of monarchs,
the Irish people had reason to expect every favour that
future power could confer, on a nation whose firmness
and fidelity had given him so imperishable a proof of
their attachment.

The words of the address bespeak the independe~ce
and loyalty of the Irish legislature, and fix the constitu-
tional limitation to the power conferred by them; they
prayed :-

" 'Ve, his Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the
lords spiritual and temporal and the Commons of Ireland
in Parliament assembled, beg leave to approach your
Royal Highness with hearts full of the most loyal and
affectionate attachment to the person and government of
your Royal Father, to express the deepest and most
grateful sense of the numerous blessings which we h~ve
enjoyed under his illustrious House, and at the same time
to condole with your Royal Highness upon the g~ievoUS
malady with which it has pleased Heaven to afflict the
best of sovereigns.

" We beg leave humbly to rl:'quest that your Royal
Highness will be pleased to take upon you the gove.ru-
ment of this realm, during the continuance of his MaJes-
ty's present indisposition, and no longer j and under the
style and title of Prince Regent of Ireland, in th~ ~ame
and on behalf of his Majesty, to exercise and admmlster,
according to the laws and constitution of this kingdom,
all regal powers, jurisdictions, and prerogatives to the
crown and government thereof belonging."

XI. The re.ply of his Royal Highness to this embassY
from Ireland, IS a document of most intrinsic value to the
character, and ought to have been so to the interests of
that calumniated and ruined island.

That royal docum~nt expressly upheld and .for.ever
records the loyal, conSistent, and constitutional pnnclples,
and conduct which guided the Irish legislature iI~~hat
unprecedented proceeding, therein, not only explicItly,
but most ardently eulogised by the heir apparent.
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Yet it is unfortunate for the character and consIstency
of British Governments, to find seated high in the cabinet
of George the Fourth, the very minister who, in the Irish
Parliament, in 1799, gave the retort courteous to every
word so uttered by that monarch, as Regent in 1789, and
stigmatized as treason that just eulogium uttered but ten
years before upon their loyalty.

Posterity, however, will read with disgust that, within
so short a period, the very act which elicited those just
and florid praises of devoted Ireland, was converted into
a libel, and made a leading argument to effect the
annihilation of the very legislature they had so ardently
applauded.

It is a remarkable coincidence in Irish annals, that
Providence was pleased to diminish her visitation on the
King's capacity on the very day first appointed by the
Prince to receive his investiture as Regent of Ireland,
through the hands of the Irish Delegates: the object of
this mission therefore could have no ulterior operation,
and they returned to their country with every public
honour and private estimation which their embassy and
their characters so justly merited. The Prince therefore
had no power previous to the Union of exemplifying his
declaration of gratitude to Ireland. After the Union,
when Imperial Regent, his British ministers showed no
disposition to give his Royal Highness that power or
opportunity; his energies seemed to retire as his powers
were advancing, and when he became actual monarch
of both countries, events proved that the Regencies were
forgotten, and that gratitude was not a record.

28-
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CHAPTER XXII.

Ireland acted on her independence-Prosperous state of Irelan.d at thai
Periotl- The Rise of the Irish "ation consummated by the WIthdrawal
of the Viceroy-Particularly important ohservation-Lord .Westmo.re-
land-Major Hobart-His character-State of Ireland on hIS acceSSIon
to office-Concessions hy Govemment- Del usion and negligence of the
Opposition--Catholic emancipation commenced-Arguments of the
Catholics-Catholic petition rejected by a great majority-Deep de-
signs of MI. l'itt-M r. Pitt proceeds with his measures to promote a
union-Lord Fitzwill iam appointed Lord Lieutenant-His characler-
Deceived and calumniated hy Mr. Pitt-Great popularity of the Lo~
Lieutenant-Earl Fitzwilliam recalled-Fatal consequences-IreJ~n.
given up to Lord Clare, and insurrection excited-Lord Camden-VOl-
ted Irishmen-Unprecedented ~nization-Lonl Camden's character
-Despotic conduct of Lord Clare-Earl Carhampton commander:lO-
chief-Disobeys Lord Camden-Again disobeys-The King's SIgn-
manuel commands him to obey-He resigns.

I. UPON the return of the Delegates to Ireland, th~ first
epocha which gives a title to this epitome of her hIstory
was consummated; her Rise. She had arisen from ser-
vitude to freedom, from a subservient to an independent
Nation; the acquirement of that independence waS a
revolution, but it was a revolution without bloodshed. It
was rather a regeneration, accomplished by the almost
unanimous exertion of all. the rank, the wealth, th~ cha-
racter and the honesty of a vast population; the hIghest
of the Aristocracy, and the humblest of the people joined
hand in hand to regain their independence; and it IIl:ay
we~l be termed a .loyal revolution, because the EnglIs~
legIslatur~, by theIr ~wn voluntary act, admitted thmf
own prevIOUSusurpatIOn, and denounced all further pre-
tensions to dominate over Ireland; and the King of Gr~at
Brit~ainon his throne, ~eceiyed and acknowledged his IrIsh
subjects altogether legIslatively unconnected with the re~t
of England. From that day Ireland rose in wealth, In
tra~e, and in manufactures, agriculture, and every branch
of mdustry that could enhance her value or render a
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1"'0plc rich and prosperous. She had acquired her seat
amougst the nations of the world, she had asserted her
mdependence against the insolence of Portugal, she had
suggested an Irish navy to protect her shores, she had
declared a perpetnalleagne of mutual amity and aid with
Great Britain. The court of her Viceroy appeared as
splendid as her monarch's. Her nobles resided and
expended their great fortunes amongst the Irish people,
the Commons all resided on tllE'irown demesnes, supported
and fostered a laborious and tranquil tenantry. The
peace of the country was perfect, no standing army, no
militia, no police were wanting for its preservation; the
activity of the Volunteers had suppressed crime in every
district, religious prejndices were gradually diminishing;
every means of amelioration were in contemplation or in
progress. The distinctness ofIreland had been proclaimed
to the world by overt acts of herself, and of her monarch
and the King of England. The Irish sceptre in the hands
of her King had touched the charter of her independence,
on the faith of nations. before God and man its eternal
freedom had been de~lared, and should have been in-
violable. But by some inscrutable will of heaven, it was
decreed that she should soon be again erased from the list
of nations, punished without a crime, and laid prostrate at
the feet of a jealous ally.

II. The spirit and independence of the conjoint Peers
and Commons of Ireland, and their reception by the heir
apparent, convinced the Viceroy .of the impossibility. of
his retaining officf!; IllS declaratIOn of departure bemg
aO'ain repeated, was greeted in Dublin as a measure of
tl~ehighest gratification to the Whigs and Patriots, and
of the~deepe~t regret to the adherents of the minister.

However, though the recovery of the King rendered the
appointment of their Regent, at the time, unncccssary! it
sufficiently asserted their constitutIOnal and national m-
dependence, and as we have already mentioned, consum-
mated that epoch which is termed the Rise of. Ireland.

One observation is here not ont of place, and It IS rather
a remarkable occurrence, Ihat it was during the short
interval which occurred between the first and second
announcement of the entire incapacitr of King George
the Third, that he was induced by the same nUlllsters who
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had resisted the re2;ent. to forego his own ROY3;lrt~
rescind his own constil1ltional assent-melt down S.IS r;~
Crown, and place his Irish subjects under the gl~ar tan~yp
of a mutilated and a hsent representation. It IS.tl~er~.~re
not easy to reconcile to ordinary reason the 'pIO ~ I ~ty
that a. conscientious and moml inonarch, dUrIng t e I~-
teryal of a disease so deep-seated and rnfecbling to t e
human intellect, could cahnlv Of judicially reflect on ~
measure so comprehensive in' its results, and so corrup
in its attainment, as the legislative Union. t

It was under all rhese circumstances, and the depar ure
of the Viceroy, that the Earl of \Yestmoreland came over... r govern-as his successor. But the line of his politlCS0

ment had not preceded him. s
III. Mr. Pitt felt that he had made but sligh~ pro~re~s

towards his scheme of a uuion with Ireland; h.ls proJtec
had turned uaainst himself. anel the Irish parhamen ,ohn

to , . lesson e
the subject of the Regency, had taught h1l11 a the
had but little expectation of learning. lIowe,ver" us
spirit of the Irish confirmed that austere and pertl~a~IO,
statesman in his resolution to rule Ireland in Great f1t:;'~
and to leave her no power to impede the course 0 I
ambition. , d t J

'1'he Earl oeWestmoreland 'was by no means 111a ap:
to the Irish people. He was sufficiently reserve, t~ ~?on-
m~nd respect, and dignified enough to uphold hIS s :- Inai
HIS splendid conviviality procured him many ra fO t
partisans, and his extreme hospitality engendered:t e~:
temporary friendships. He was honourable an. ~o te
natur~d, and, among the higher orders and his ll1tlma
associates, he was a popular Viceroy .. )

His Secretary, Major Hobart (Lord Bucking~amsh~=l:
was more a man of the world and waS admIrably
culated for the higher classes of the Irish.

A perfect gentleman, cheerful convivial, and ~OI1-
ciliating, though, decided; liber~l, yet crafty i kIllddheart,e?, ~ut c.autlOus; and with a mixture of pl'l~e all f
affa~lhty I~ hIS manner, he particularly ada~ted hlms~~_
to ~lS offiCIal purposes by occasionally aJtermg the :r cd
portIon of each, as persons or circumstances reqmr
their applic~tion. With an open, prepossessing, cour~t~~
nauce he gamed wonderfully upon every gentleman "It
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whom he associated! The period of Lord Westmore.
land's government was certainlv the summit of Irish
prosperity. From the epoch of his departure she may
date the commencement of her downfall. Lord lYest-
moreland's was charged with being ajobbing Government
but it was less so than that of any of his predecessors;
and if he did not diminish, he certainly did not aggravate
the burthens of the people.

IV. lYhen Lord 'Yestmorcland arrived, Ireland was in
a state of great prosperity. He met a strong opposition
in Parliament,'but it was an honest opposition, the guardian
of public liberty, and not a faction. It was constitutional
in principle, and formidable in talent; it was rather a
party to effect wholesome measures, than a systematic
opposition to the Government. Only two subjects of
vital importance were introduced during his adminis-
tration; most of the others being plausible demands,
calculated rather to gratify the people than to produce
any radical change in the system of the Government. A
Place Bill, a Pension Bill, and a Responsibility Bill, an
inquiry into the sale of Peerages, and into the Police of
Dublin, were amongst the most material measures pressed
by the opposition during his viceroyalty. The Place Bill,
however, supposed to be remedial, eventually became the
most important that had ever been passed by an indepen-
dent Irish Parliament.

The perseverance of the able men who formed the
opposition, at length gave a pretence to the .Minister to
purchase an armistice, by conceding some of the measures
they had so long and pertinaciously resisted.

It could not have been flattering however, to the warm
supporters of Government, to be required by the Secretary

• The Boartl of Green Cloth (the Lord Lientenant'~ ~econcl table),
never was supported with more ~plendour than durinj{ Lord \Vestmore-
land's Government. It was, at least, a~ ~ooJ as his own, the class of s0-
ciety the same, the conviviality snperior. ECOllomy had not crept into
that department, and every shilling that was granted to that establish-
ment wa~ expended IIpon it. .

Major Hohart ~...xed nothing in Ireland; he expended m the metro-
polI~ all he received; and tl!e ,mtire of the j.\TIlnts,then made hy :h,e, Insh
ParlIament to ~lIpport the' Ice-regal e~tablIshment, was ~ctuall) laid out
on it, and the citizens of Dublin, in fact, reaped the prohts of theu tax-
ation.
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to become absolutely inconsistent, and to change their
language without a change of circmllstances, and recant
opinions they had so freliuently declared in conjunction
with the minister.

Some of the most acti\'e supporters of Government,
theretore, determined not to intertere in these concessions,
and the opposition, on the other hand, was so keen at the
chase, and so gratified at the concession of their long-
sought measures, that they but superficially regarded the
det?-ils or the moue of conceding, and never reflected, as
legislators or as statesmen, that one of those measu:es
might prove a deadly weapon, by which the executive
Government might destroy the Parliament under pretence
of purifying it. A Bill was brought in to vacate thc.s~ats
of members accepting oftices under Government, OJ~lt~mg
the term of bona fide offices; thereby leaving the mlllister
a power of packing the Parliament ..

.The opposition, blinded by their honest zeal, consl?ered
thIS ruinous Bill a species of reform, and were astoIllshed
at the concession of a measure at ollce so popular, a:ld
which they conceived to be so destructive of ministerIal
corruption ..

The sagacity of Mr. Pitt, however, clearly showed him,
that measure would put the Irish Parliament eventually
in.to his hands; and the sequel proved, that, with?u.t that
BIll, worded as it was, the corruption by the lVInusters,
the rebellion, torce and terror combined, could not have
effected the Union.

The Place, Pension, and Responsibility Bills, were prod
posed by Mr. Grattan, acceded to by tlte Viceroy, pa.s~e
mto laws, and considered as a triumph of the opposltlOn
over the venality of the Government." .

Mr. Grattan was certainly the most incorruptible publIc
character on the records of the Irish Parliament. He
~or~hipped popular~ty, yet there was a tinge of aristo?racy
III hIS devotIOn, whICh whilst it qualified its enthUSIasm,
still added to its purity.

• The Author ...vas requested by Government to give his assent, in the
House, to the Place Bdl; but he had, at their orif.;"inal request, as well
88 on hiS own opmlOn, for some years opposed it; he therefore poSItivelY
n:fused, and stood nearly alone in his opposition. Mr. Newenham and
~hn M'Cartney only 8uppo~ed him He foresaw its possible opel'
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Such men may occasionally err in judgment, or may be
misled by their ardour; and this was the case with 'Mr.
Grattau, on this armistice with the Government.

Mr. Grattau did not always foresee the remote operation
of his projerts.

He was little adapted to labour on the details of mea-
sures; he had laid the broad foundation of the constitu-
tion, but sometimes regarded lightly the out-buildings
that were occasionally attached to it. au this occasion,
the ::'.Iinisterswere too subtle for him, and he heeded not
that fatal clause which made no distinction between real
and nominal offices. He considered not, that though
offices of real emolument could not be so frequently
vacated and transferred, as to give the Minister any very
important adl'antage, those of nominal value might be
daily given and resigned, without observation, aud that,
as the House was then cOllStitutcd, the ::'.Iinister might
almost form the Commons at his pleasure!

By comparing the Irish Parliament at the epochs of
the Proposition and the Regency Bills, and at that of
1800, the fatal operation of the Place Bill can be no lon-
ger questionable. In one word-it carried the Union.t

V. During the administration of Lord 'Westmoreland,
the first question (which so deeply affp,ctedthe subsequent
events of Ireland) was the partial emancipation of the
Irish Catholics. Though the question did not, when in-
troduced, appear to involve the consideration of a legis-
lative union, its results communicated a powerful intiu-
ence to that measure.

The national annihilation of Ireland was, in a consi-
derable degree promoted by the impolitic misnlanagemeut
of the Catholic population.

Though many of the penal and restrictive qatutes, by

• There are four nominal office, in Trrlan(]-lhe E.cheatorships of
Lein~ter, l\[lIn~ter, Connaut('ht, and Cbter. which are ohsolete: their
emoluments are 30,1'1'1' all"" m. By means of these offices, Lord Cas-
tJerea)!:h packed the parliament in 1SOD.

Th' Chilt"rn l!undrd, in En!!1anll are 01 the ~.mne nature; hut the
lace'" Ilumher 01 the British Cn;ntllOn~ render, an}' thing like parki.ng
l'arhUlll'nt for ncca.-ional THlrfK"....s. hy that mean •. imr<"'~ihl~.. J'>or
dllrst a Briti~h mil1i~tcr practice that artifice, Hcept to a 'Cer)' hmltoo

extent. , l'd
t Slop hereaitPr :\[1' Crow'. T.~lt.'r to Lor .. &> ,'I,Cll'.
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which the Catholics had been so long excluded from all
the most valuable rights. not only of British subjects, but
of freemen, were rere;led: and though the power of
taking freeholds, and possessing lauded property, was
restored to them, these concessions were but a stimulus
to further claims, and for which they created a most
rational expectation.

The Catholics argued, that if they were allowed ~o
purchase freeholds, and to receive, by descent, lands. m
fee, it must consequently be an injustice, an absurd~ty,
and an insult, to debar them from the electiye franchise,
and the privileges which were hy law attached. to the
possession of the same species of property by th811'Pro-
testant fellow-suhjects.

They said, that nohlemen and commoners of great fo~-
tunc, of their persuasion, who had been deprived of their
rights by their attachment to hereditary monarchy, .not-
withstanding those partial concessions, still remamed
loaded with many attrihntes of actual slavery, in the
midst of a free people; that after a century of loyal and
peaceable demeanour towards a Protestant dynasty, they
were still to be stigmatized as npither trustworthy nor
loyal. Their language, firm and decided, was rational,
and eventually successful. Government were noWalarm-
ed, and afi()cted to take a liberal view of the subject; but
were by no means unanimous as to the extent of the
concessions. They conceived that tranquillity might be
attained by mere religious toleration. This may be true,
where hut a small portion of the people are claimants:
far different, however, where those excluded forIll the
bulk, and the exclusionists a small minority of the people.
However, the concessions were important, and greater
than could have been credible before Lord vVestmore-
land'.s admini~tration. The grant to Catholics of the
elect.lve franchIse was the act more of Major Hobar! ~nd
of hiS government than of himself. The forty shllhng
franchise was then granted to the poorest and most de-
pen~ellt peasantry of Europe, who might on~ day
be mfiuenced by one motive and the next by Its re-
Verse. It is easier to grant ~han to recall and strong
doubts were fairly entertained as to the wisdom of that
part of it.
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The first important debates, on granting the elective
franchise to Irish Catholics, were in li92, on a petition
presented in their favour. It was then looked upon as ~
most daring step; intolerance was then in full vigour, and
:Mr. Latollche moved to reject the petition without enter-
ing on its merits.

The prejudice against the Catholics was then so pow-
erful, that their petition was rejected with indignation, by
a division of 208 to 23.

The Government, by this majority, hoped to render
similar applications hopeless; but, a few months after, it
was found necessary that the measure should be recom-
mended from the 'l'hrone, and supported by Government,
and was carried in the same House by a large majority.
The strange proceeding of the Irish Parliament on this
subject, lllay be accounted fix by their dread of reclama-
tion by the Catholics (should they he admitted to power)
of their t(Jr1('itedestates, held by Peers and Commoners,
by grants of Elizabeth, Cromwell, and 'Yilliam; but
which, on more mature retlection, they found to be
chimerical.

The Legislature, however, by granting the elective
franchise to the Irish Catholics, conceded to them the
very essence of the British Constitution.

::Ur.Pitt's ulterior views as to Ireland solve the enigma,
that the rirulent enemies of the Catholics, 1cho opposed
the slicr/dest concession, should directly (lfter l'otc them
the el::Ctice frauchise. ::\Ir. Pitt'S ohject \\'as to recipro-
cally esasperate tlte t\\"Oparties against each other. The
indignant rejection of the petition of 1i92. inthmed t.he
Catholic ,vith lTSf'ntment, awl elated the Protestant wlth
triumph. T!\f~ concession of li93 re';erspcl t!1pse pas-
sions; and both parties fdt equally disgllsted. The
)Iinister took every adnl11t1ge of tljf~unpopularity of the
Parliament.

A '"cry remarkable incident of inconsistency occurred
in the Honse of Lords upon this occasion. Lord Clare,
the most unqualified enemy the Catholics ever h.ad, ~nd
thc mllst virulent against them, on the debat" In 11.93
spoke and voted for giving them the electIve franelnse,
which he h:HI preyiously asserted would be :1, breach of
the Coronation Oath, and d"str\ll'tlve to tllf~ (hurch and

29
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State. On the other hand, Lord Charlemont, always the
most zealous friend of the Irish people, and the most dis-
tinguished of the gentle breed of patriots, on the s~me
debate spoke in fasour of the Catholics, yet voted agamst
any concession whatsoever.

Lord Clare wished to do mischief on NIr. Pitt's system,
even at his own expense, Lord Charlemont wished to
do good, but was too shallO\y to see the designs of the
Chancellor, or e\'en to mix policy with his candour.*

Though Lord 'W estmoreland was powerfully opposed
in Parliament, during the whole of his government, the
country was in peace, and he was zealously supported.
Had he not been recalled, under pretence of making way
for a general pacification, the nation had no reason to
suppose his place would he much better filled. His !~an,
and the appointment and deposition of Lord FitzwllhaI?,
his successor, within three months, completed the tr~m
which NIr. Pitt had laid for the explosion, Hav~ng
divided the country, and obtained the means of packmg
the Parliament, through the Place Dill, he suffered some
men to disseminate the French revolutionary mania; and
having proceeded so far, recalled Lord 'Vestmoreland,
and encouraged others to raise their loyalty into the
region of madness.

l;Iis Lordship had not completed the usual te~m of
reSidence, nor had he failed in his duties; and hiS a~-
pearing not to feel hurt at his abrupt recall was mysterI-
ous, and seemed to forbode some important scheme or
deception.

VI. The appointment of Lord Fitzwilliam, who had
previously opposed the administration, was, perhaps, th~
most deep and treacherous design ever contemplated b)
any minister. But Mr. Pitt had never been in Ireland,
and experienced difficulties he did not anticipate. ~e
fancied, he might excite and suppress commotion at hiS
convemence; but, in deciding upon forcing a premature

• The ablest of the Catholic leaders, at that time, was Mr. Keough.
~e possessed a very strong intellect, and ha.dmore intellig:enceand D10~
mftuence With that body. than any man 01 that persuasIOn; he waB
le~er at all their early ~eetinl;;s, and of very gr~at use in .forward:::ft
thell measures. After thelTattamment of the elective franchIse. he stI
~ their claims with talent. vigour, and perseverance.
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insurrection for a particular object, he did not calculate
on the torrent of blood that would be shed, and the in-
ve!e.rate hatred that might be perpetuated against the
BrItish Government. His ]"('solution was talicn, and he
prevailed upon Olle of the rnost pure amI respected of the
\Ybig leaders to become Viceroy of lrelaml, umkr a sup-
pOSJtlOllthat he was selected to tranquilize and to foster
that country. The Minister wanted only a high-minded
victim, as an instrument to agitate the Irish. His Lord-
ship had great estates in Ireland-was one of its most
kind and indulgent landlords, and was extremely popular.
His manners were, perhaps, too mild, but he had elllarged
principles of political liberty, and of religious toleration.
:i\Ir. Pitt had assured him he should have the gratification
of fully emancipating the Irish Catholics. -Lord Fitz-
william accepted the 011ice only on that consideration,
and "\'.-iththis entire convictioll he repaired to Dublin, to
canT illto immediate execution what lIP conceincd \\-ould
ior c\-er tranquilize that C'HnJlry. -"Ir. Pitt illtellc!ed to
intlame the country-throw upon the Yiceroy the in-
sinuation of disobediellce-and openly charge him with a
precipitancy, of which he himself was the real author.

::'\e\'er was a scheme conducted with more address and
secrecy. Lord Fitzwilliam was received with open arms
by the people-he immediately commenced his arrange-
ments-and Me. Pitt began as closely to counteract
them. In e\"ery act of his government, Lord Fitzwilliam
was either decei\"ed or circumvented.

}Ir. Pitt's end was answered: he thus raised the Catho-
lics to the height of expectation, and. by suddenly recall-
ing their fa\"onrite Yiccroy, he intlamed them to the
degree of generatill!! the commotions 11<'meditated, which
would throw th., Pl~)tcstants into the arms of Enulalld for
protection, whilst the hormrs wonltl be :!uuravated by the
mingled contlicts of parties, royalists aw.ln'pllhllc.ans.

Ily this measure, too, :\Ir. Pitt had the grat~ficatlon of
humbling Earl Fitzwilliam, disuracing the" hJ&s,O\:er-
whelllliuu the Opposition, turning the IrIsh IlIto ta!laUCS,
awl thereby preparing the gentry of thateountry tor the
prpjcl'l !llat was immediately t.o succeed H.

'i'he COlldllct(If the Duke 01 PortlalHllllllst h;\\-e been
either culp~thle or imbecilc-he lJIllst either h:n-e be-
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traved Lord Fitzwilliam to Mr. Pitt, or 1\11'. Pitt must
have made him a blind instrument of treachery to his
friend. The first is most probable, as he remained in
office after his friend had been disgraced, and, in direct
contradiction to his own declaration, aided in the fatal
project which was effected by that treachery. "

The limits of this volume do not admit of statlllg In
detail all the important facts which constituted the treach-
ery of the Premier, and the fraud on Earl Fitzwilliam.
His Lordship's letters to Lord Carlisle cannot be
abridged; every line is material; in those letters only
can the deception practised on that nobleman be found
with that weight and accuracy which so remarkable aU
incident in both English and Irish history requires. ,

In those letters will be found, as in a. glare of ,hg!lt,
on the one side, tha.t high-minded, pure, virtuous dIgmty
of mind and action, and on the other, that intrepid, able,
crafty, inflexible, and unprincipled conduct, which mark-
ed indelibly the characters of those remarkable per-
sonages. ,

1\1r.Pitt having sent Lord Fitzwilliam to Ireland WIth
unlimited powers to satisfy the nation, permitted him to
proceed until he had unavoidably committed himself both
to the Catholics and country, when he suddenly recalled
him, leaving it in a state of excitation and dismay.

The day Lord Fitzwilliam arrived, peace was pr?-
claimed throughout all Ireland. The day he quitted It,
she prepared for insurrection.

r:r:he Beresfords and the Ponsonbys were arrayed
agamst each other-and, in one week more the Beres-
fords. would have ?een prostrate. Mr. Pitt? hO,w~ver~
termlllated the questIon, by dethroning Lord FItzwIlliam,
the Whigs were defeated-and Ireland was surrendered
at discretion to Lord Clare and his connection. Within
three months after Lord Fitzwilliam's dismissal, Lord
Clare had got the nation into full traininO' for military
e:reCll t iorl. '"

VIJ. The arrival of Lord Camden to succeed Earl
Fitzwilliam, was attended by almost insurrectionary out-
rage. The Beresfords were the ostensible calise of the
peopl:'s favourite being overthrown: on that family,
tbeielOre, they conceived they should signalize their ven-
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geance; and their determination was nearly carried into
execution.

The Chancellor. in his rarria(!l'. ,,'as assailed: hI' re-
ceived the blow of a slotif' nn his (iJrdwad. whirh. with
somewhat more force, would han' rid th,~ j;..oplp of tlwir
enemy. His house was attack('d: till' pnl'lIla(',~ were
determined to destroy him, and were 11I'()("'i'din~ In f'xe-
cute their intentions. At that monH'nt their ra(!e was,
most !rJrfunately, diverted by the address of his sistrr,
l\Irs. Jl'/rries, who, unknown aUel at great risk, had min-
gled ill the crowd: she misled them as to the place of
his cOllcealment. Disappointed of their ohject, they then
attacked the Custom Hou~e, wh ..re 311'. Beresford, first
commissioner of the revenue resided. Dreadful results
were \I'ith r ..ason apprehendf'cl.

Such was tll!' i lIDuspiriolls bf':;innill(! of Lord Camden's
go\"erIIIllPllt. From fh" day of his arrl\'al the spirit of
inSlllT{',:rioll increasf'd, and. in a short p"riod, dUlIll:! his
Lordship's Gm'emllH'llt, Illore hlnnd \\';,S sh ..rl, as llllWh
of outra;e and cl'Ilelty \\'as perpetrated Oil both sid(;s, and
as many military executions took place, as ill ten times
the ~ame period during the sanguinary reign of Eliza-
beth. or the usurpations of Cromwell or King \Yilliam.-

rill. The conspiracy of united Irishmen-never pro-
foundlv secret, soon became public; its members avowed
thems(:lves: but the extellt of its objects was unknown,
and its ci\'il arralHrf'ments aud milllan' orgaJlization far
exceeded those of ;{nv association ill Illsion'~ COllStItuents
k'lIc\\' not th.,ir reprc~elllaliv{'s. aUll tllc snIdi,'rs kilt;\\, not
the namcs of thosf' hv \\'hnlll the\' Wi'rc to b<' commanded.
Evcn the m,'mhers' of th"lr (':';""llti\'l' ]Jir(;ctory \\'f're
utter1\- lIilkll<l\\'lI to SOllJl' hlllldr ..d thtlll":llId 1I1"ll, who
had s''''om obcdii'lI(,f' to theIr nrd"ls, .\Jr, Pitt \LIS sur-

• T ha\'e always fOIlSld.'roo. anti !Ifill c"" ..;,i,'r \\';;;;am Ilw Third as
an usurp"r in Ir;/a"d. until th .. lli,;rht of Jalllel', and the Artlcl~ of
Lmwrkk. t"lIpittJlate,l for the whole nat;oll; ,,(leT dlal, h.. "' ..... to be
cnn';"ldt'ff'd kin,::: d,. JIU/(i, Ly (OJiq",d .. j\l all v\'cnt,,_ It '\'"NI thfl:' ~Jt of
a re1.ellinn In I-~.l and nf Inyally In Irdand; and II ~ht)uJ.j be "....01.
leete,i, thal,lw Inilh poople, after that capltlllaliOl1, n..ver d.J h8l' m ",bel
""'",.,;, I,... ",,\'ernm'.'nt, or that of Ill~~UCCet'<lOl1'. a..' tbey did In &olland
h\'iCf'. an,l t.;U'lil:h- m EnszlaneJ. r

The i""';TTl'''~iorl 01 1798 wa,5 excited by thc a:tJjec5 (> ~1r P;!1 to

promote a rnieD
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prised, and found the conspiracy becoming rather too
extensive and dangerous tor his purposes; for a moment
he felt he might possibly get beyond his depth, an~ he
conceived the necessity of forcing a premature explosIOn,
by which he might excite sufficient horrors throughout
the country to serve his purpose, and be able to suppre~s
the conspiracy in the bud, which might be beyond his
power should it arrive at its maturity.

Individually Lord Camden was an excellent man, and,
in ordinary times, would have been an acquisition to the
country, but he was made a cruel instrument in the hands
of Mr. Pitt, and seemed to have no will of his own..

Earl Camden was of a high mind, and of unblemIshed
reputation; his principles were good, but his talent was
not eminent; he intended right but was led wrong; ~e
wished to govern with moderation, but was driven by hIs
council into most violent proceedings; to the arrogant
dictum of Lord Clare he had not a power of resistance,
and he yielded to cruelties that his mind must have re-
volted at.

His Lordship became extremely popnlar amongst the
armed associations which were raised in Ireland under
the title of Yeomen. He was considered the gnar~ian of
that institution. He did what justice he was perllll!ted to
do; and a single false act of his own, during his reSIdence
in Ireland, never was complained of. His Secretary,
Earl Chichester (Mr. Pelham), held up the reputation of
the Government to its proper standard. \Vithout great
talents, J:e had good sense, good manners, a frank ad-
dress, ~v~thhumane, honourable, and just intentions; but,
at a cntICal moment he was obliO'edto return to England
for ~is healtp, and Lord Camd~n filled up the vacancy
by hIS nepHew. This relative became one of the mo.st
celebrated pers~ns of his day, and is the principill her~ ID
the sequel of Insh h~story~3:nd in England proved hun-
self a most destmctlve mll1lster to the finances and cha-
racter of the British Empire.

Howe~er, with all his good qualities asYiceroy, Lord
C~mden s Government was by its consequences, the mo~t
mmous, and most unfortunate, that Ireland ever experI-
enced.

Lord Clare and his connections, intoxicated by their
..~
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victory over the late Viceroy, set no bounds to their
triumph; they treated the people as their vassals, the
country as their demesne, and its patronage as their pri-
vate property.

IX. On a review of the state of Irclal1l1at that period,
it must be obvious to every deliberate observer, that the
design of Mr. Pitl, to eftect some mysterious measure in
Ireland, was nolV, through the unaccountable conduct of
the Irish Government, beginning to develope itself. '1' he
seeds of iusurrection, which had manifested themselves
in Scotland atHl in England, were by the vigour and
promptitude of the British Government, rapidly crushed;
and by the reports of Parliament, Lord Melville had ob-
tained and published priuts of the different pikes manu-
factllred in Scotland, long before that weapon had been
manufactured by the Irish peasantry. But in Ireland,
though it appeared, from puhlic documents, that Govern-
ment had lull and accurate information of the Irish United
Societies, and that their leaders anu chiefs were well
known to the British Ministry, at the same period, and
by the same means that England and Scotland were kept
tranquil, so might have been Ireland.

Mr. Pitt, however, found he had temporized to the ex-
tremity of prudence; the disaffected had not yet appear-
ed as a collected army, but a succession of partial out-
rages convinced him that prompt and decisive measures
became absolutely indispensable. The Earl of Car-
hampton, Commander-in-Chief in Ireland, first expressed
his dissatisfaction at J1r, Pitt's iuexplicable proceedings.
His Lordship had but little military experience, but he
was a man of the world. of courage, and decision, ardent,
and obstin~11l':he deter;nincd riiht or wrong, to annihi-
late the conspiracy. 'Withont the consent of the Irish
Government, he commanded the troops, that, on all
symptoms of insurrectionary movements, Ih,e)'"should
act without waiting for the presence of, any CIVIlpower.
Martial law had not then been proclaImed. He went,
therefore, a length, which could not possibly be supp?rt-
cd; his orders were countermande~,by the Lord Lleu-
tenaut: bllt 111' refused to obey the", wcroy, under colour
that he h:ul no rank in the army ...

Lord Carhamptoll found that the troops III the garrison



344 RISE AND FALL

of Dublin were dni]y corrupted by the United Iris~m.en;
he therefore withdrew them, nnd formed two dlstmct
camps on the south and north, some miles from the capital,
and thereby, as he concei\'ecl, pre\'etlted all intercourse
of the army with the disatlcctecl of the metropolis. Both
measures were disapproved of by the Lord Lieutenan4
whom Lord Carhampton again refused to obey.

The King's sign manual was at length procured, or.
dering him to break up his camps, and bring back .the
garrison; this he obeyed, and marched the troops mto
Dublin barracks. He then resigned his command, and
publicly declared, that some deep and insidious scheme
of the Minister was in agitation: for, instead of suppress-
ing, the Irish Government was obviously disposed to ex-
cite an insurrection.

Mr. Pitt counted on the expertness of the Irish Govern-
ment to effect a premature explosion. Free Quarters*
were now ordered, to irritate the Irish population; SL?W
TORTURES were inflicted under the pretence of forcmg
confessions; the people were goaded and driven to mad-
ness.

General Abercromby, who succeeded as Comma~d.er'
in-Chief, was not permitted to abate these enormltleS,
and therefore resigned with disgust.t Ireland was b~
these means reduced to a state of anarchy, and expose
to crime and cruelties to which no nation had ever been
subject. The people could no longer bear their miser~es.
Mr. Pitt's object was now effected, and an insurrectIOn
was excited.

• Free Quarters is a term not yet practically known in England.
Free Qua~ers rendered officers and soldiers despotic masters of the peas-
antry, theIr I0uses, food, property, and, occasionally, theJr famzlus.
ThIS measure was resorted, with all its attendant horrors, thr<1u?:hout
some of the best parts of Ireland. previous to the insurrection, and for
the purpose of exciting it.

t General Abercromby, in general orders, stated that the army placed
under his command, from thejr state of disorgauization? would soon be
much more formIdable to theIr fnends than to their enemIes; and that he
would not countenance or admit Free Quarters.
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Insurrection-Topography of 'Wexford County-Persecutions and cruel-
ties of the vVexford Gentry-Commencement of H05tilities~State of
the Insurgents-And their number-Expected attack on Dublin-
Excellent plan of the Insurgent&---Rxecutions in cold blood, and bar-
barous exhibition in the Castle yar,l-Major Bacon executed without
trial-Major Foot defeateLl-Col. Walpole defeated and killed-Gen-
eral Fawcett defcatcd~General Dundas an!l the Cavalry defeated by
the Pikemen ~ Captain Armstrong's treachery-Henry and John
Shears--The execution of the two brothcrs-l'ro~rc5s of the in sur-
rection~Dilferent Battles-Important Battle of Ark"low-SpiriteLl reply
of Colonel Skerrit-Battle 01 l(oss~BagenallIarvey~Death of Lord
:;Ho\lntjoy~enprcce,lcnted instance of Heroism in a 'Boy~ The Royal
Army driven out of the tmYIl-Dcscriplion 01 Yine<;ar Hill-Details
of the En2:a.2;em"nt-Genl'ral Lake's horse shot under him-Ennis-
corthy twice 'stormed-\Volln(kd pertsants burned-:\Ir, Gro~an tried
by Court Martial-His witncO's shot by the military-Bill of attainder
-Ten thousand pounds costs to the Attorney General-Barbarous ex-
ecution of Sir Edward Crosby and Mr. GroO"an, under colour of a
Court Martial. 0

T. THESE sanguinary transactions will, in the opinions of
posterity, be placed to the account of those who might
ha\'e prevcnted them. The success of the illiterate in-
surgents at the commencement, nearly confirmed them in
the idea of their cause being divine: they were led to
hope, that, by their numbers, impetuosity, and persever-
ance, they could obtain their liberation from an oppres-
sive Government and a tyrannical aristocracy. The
jal10rance or indiscretion of man\' of the kin::r's officers
,~11Ohad encountered them, ('xciled their contelllpt, while
their own natural habits and instillcti,'e tact led them to
a system of amhuscade and stratagem, which, in many
instances proved disastrolls to the king's forces. The
pike, at the commencement, very frcq~lCl1tlysucceeded
a::raillst the regular, and always agamst t~e yeoma~
civalry: and, in close comhat with even the mfantry, It
proved i;l some instances irresistible."

• The extreme expertneM with which the lri.'!h handled the pike wu
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Almost all countries posscss somc national weapon, In
thc use of which the inhabitants are more expert than at
any other, and their superinrity at which is evinced in
every insurrection, The I Iifddand broadsword and tar-
get, 'in the rebellions of Sc(~tland, ""cre eminently SllC-
cessful; the Polish lances, the American rifle, and the
Indian tomahawk, were often as successful against regu-
lar troops.

II. ,Vex ford, though so near the metropolis, is not a
frequented county, as it is not a direct thoroughfareto any
other part of the kingdom: the towns of Gorey, Arklo,w,
and ,Vicklow intervene between ,Vexford and Dubllll.
The king's troops were in possession of Arklow, and t,he
country to the metropolis, through ,Vieklow, They Ill-
terrupted the cOlllmunication between 'Vexford and the
"\Vicklow mount<lins; ami, on that side, left the "\Vexford
insurgents almost isolated in their original position.

In the interior of the cOllnty, howe\'er, the ins~rgents
had many strong positions; and, on the south Side, t~e
town of New Ross was the only impediment to their
making themselves masters of ,Vaterfonl, where they
were certain of being immediately joined by the Munster
insurgents, particularly by the ,Vaterford and Tipperary
mcn, the most numerous and efficient in the kingdom;
and this possession of New Ross gave rise to one of t~e
most bloody and most protracted battles ever fought JU
Ireland.

The reckless ferocity, so natural to m()n resisting op-
pression, here had full scope for its terrific developm~nt.
The peasantry of that country were, in a great proportiOn,
of English descent i they had been taught that it was
right to separate themselves from England; and they

8Urprising; by withdrawing, they could shorten it to little more than the
lengt~of a dagger, and, in a second, dart it out to its full extent. At
OM Kilcullen, they entirely repulseJ General Dundas, anJ the heavy
ca'ialry, l!l a regular charge, kill in'" two captains anJ many soldIers:
the ~eneral escapelt with great diIfic~Ity, by the fleetness of his horse.
At .New Hoss, they entirely broke the heavy horse by their llIkes, A
IlOhd mass, or deep column of determined pikemen, could only be broken
by artIllery, or a heavy fire of musketry: well-served artillery tliey
could not withstand, if, not close enough to be rushed upon, C?lonel
Foot's detachment ~f mfantry was nearly annihilated by the pIke at
~j only the DlaJor and two others escaped.
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were filled with that dreadful doctrine, that, "if the object
be good, the means are immaterial."

Upon this doctrine, however, many of the higher orders
had unequivocally acted. A portioll of the gentry of the
county of \Vexford were boisterons, overhearing, and de-
void of judgment; their Christian principles were merged
in their Protestant ascendency. '1'he frenzv of an exter-
minating principle seemed to have taken i'oot amongst
them; and they acted as if under the impression, that
burning every cottage, and torturing e\'ery cottager, were
a meritorious proof of their faith and loyalty. Great
and most unwarrantable excesses had been practised by
some of the Protestant gentry on the low-er orders: some
of them were nearly as savage, and certainly as sangui-
nary as the most vicious of the insurgents. Those men
committed their loyal brutalities \vithout calculating that
a singh) victory might cnnblc the insurgents to rptaliate.

The conduct of the \Vext()rd gentry was held ont, by
insurgent leaders, to the infbnlt'd p0}Jubtion, as a syqem
to be retaliated; Hor is it possihle to deny-, that natural
justice gave some colour to that sanguinary doctrine.
The lower orders uninstructed in the distiuction between
the rights of Government and the mad excesses of the
bigoted gentry or tyrannical functionaries, naturally mis-
took retaliatioll for justice, and followed exactly the course
of devastation which had been inflicted upon themselves.
The mansions of the gentry experienced the same fate
which the gentry had inflicted on the cottages. The in-
surgents considered every Protestant a tyrant: the Pro-
testants proclaimed every Catholic a rebel :. reason \~"as
banished, mercy was denounced, and the reciprocal tlllrst
for blood became insatiable.

III. Actual hostilities nO\\"commenced hy skirmishes
round the citvof Dublin, cUll} sp,"cral simultaneous at-
tacks were mci"deby the insurgents, upon various posts. and
garrisons, WIth surprising pertinacity. Th.ey had nClther
officers, regular arms, nor discipline; their plans,. there:
fort', though acutely devised, could have no c('ftamty ot
rcgubr or punctual executioll; yet a m~sterly system of
tactics. of combiuations, nud of offi'lIslve warfare had
been (;rigiuallv determined upon. Though these. III a
great measure', had been frustrated hy the death of Lord
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Ed,,~ard Fitzgerald, and the arrest of the Directory, they
were execnted sllttlciently to prove that there had been
the pian of an etF'ctllal resistance to the Gorernment.

The number of the insurg-l'llts is utterly impossible to
be stated with accuracr. There then existed in Ireland
at least 125,000 efll'ctive men at arms, who, from the
o;mallness of the island, could be collected and marshalled
in a week throughout the entire kingdom.*

The insurgents were unpaid-many of them ne~r1'y
unclothed, few of them well armed, all of them undISCI-
plined, with scarcely any artillery, no cavalry, their pow-
der and ammunition mostly prepared by themselv.e~, no
tents or covering, no money, no certainty of pr?VISlOns,
obedience to their chiefs, and adherence to theIr cause,
were altogether voluntary. Under these circumstance~,
their condition must have been precarious, and then
numbers variable. 1'\0 one leader amongst them .~ad
sufficient power to control or counteract their propensmes,
yet they fought with wonderful perseverance, address,
and intrepidity. t

• Some of the returns stated that above four hundred thousand men
had been sworn, and privately drilled; but little faith can be placed in
any document on the suhject. Had the cause continued to succeed, the
numbers would have been douhle. In 1782, above one hundred thousand
Independent Volnnteer,; wcre well clothed, ;nmed, and disciplined, and
about fifty thousand more of an inferior description, were assembled.

t One of the insurgents in the town of \Yexford, with whom I wall
well acquainted, gave me much information, and a great insight mto the
transactions of that county. He was a rational milll, and disgusted WIth
both parties, he would have hen neutral, but neutrality was impos-
sible; and Mr. Taylor, a Royalist, aIllI a man of truth and integnty,
wh<?m the insurgents, on pain .of death, had forced to print their procl~-
mahon, gave me many of thelT documents, and a great deal of mtelh-
gence. I collected, on all hands, that, on the first risin!-\" there were not
five thousand insurgents to attack the town of \Vexford; but that the
~ng's troops having evacuated the place, with a considerable force, an.d
WIthout any eff~rt to defend it, and heing harassed on their retreat, thIS
first and most Important success had its immediate effect, and before
noon the next day more than twenty thousand \Yexfonl men had flocked
to theIr standards, and they hourly increased in numher while success was
poSSIble. At the battle of New Ross, I was assured that Bagenal Har-
vey had thirty thousand, at the battle of Arklow there were more than
20,000: and, as the most ulleq uivocal proof of their formidable !lUm:
be~, at the engagement of Vinegar Hill, General Lake did not thmk It
llItriluLble to attack them with 1e5f! than twenty thousand regular troop6 and



OF THE IRISH NATION. 349
IV. A night attack on the metropolis had been long

meditated by the united Irishmen, but its early execution
had not been anticipated by the Government. The Lord
Lieutenant ascertained that such an attempt was to be
made on the 23d of ;\Olay,1798, by a large body of in-
surgents then collecting on the north of Swords and
Santry, and on the south under the Rathfarnham moun-
tains less than five miles from the city. Of their num-
bers, leaders, arms, or tactics, every body was ignorant,
all was confusion and every report was extravagantly
exaggerated. The regular garrison, and the yeomanry,
prepared themselves with the utmost animation, but
nobody knew his station, or could ascertain his duty.
Orders were issued, and immediately revoked, positions
were assigned and countermanded, more confused, inde-
cisive, and unintelligible arrangements of a military
nature never appeared.

Ko probable point of attack was signified, and the only
principle of defence appeared to be comprised in one sen-
tence, "every man for himself, and God for us all."
Lord Clare appeared the most busy and active, as far as
his tongue extended. Confidence and bra ,'ery were re-
commended in all quarters; but a very serious uneasiness
was perceptible throughout the metropolis; his Lordship's
activity was confined to the council chamber, and to the
upper court of the castle.

As night approached, orders were given that the yeo-

a considerable artillery. Cavalry and mortars were brought to force their
line, anu eyen a~im,i slIch an aitack they made a ]011,g- and desperate re-
6istanre, and retrealt>,l irom that large and disciplined army with very
little (comparalin) loss ....

I ha,l en'n- r{~a...,;;nn to lwlirn> (anll I omitt('11 nn mean~ of a;;.certamlng
the realilYI. ihat ahow tbirt, .• ti,e thon,and men had ri-.en in theronnty
of \r ex ford alone. Thi., '~tk;ci('-- of compu!a:ion may .. th ..t;'rt'!~re, be
indul<red in as theory, certa;nh. not a~ a true (nt\'fwn, \\ t'xtnrJ I. only
one ~ thirty-two c'{Jlll1tit~:', t;v nn mt'iln~ thr mo~t popul(JtJ~, and fat
from the mo~t f,tpn,ive, lIa,l the ri~in!! I.. en ~eneral. Ih .. northern
ronntlp", mi~ht haY<' f\lrni~hed a~ many, th .. ,.-.uthern count'''R mon', and
the midland 1,,<;.,than '''"dord. A ron~h (hnt no doubt unc .. rlam) av .. r-
aze, maY 0.' drawn from these data, a.'i to what the pO""1ble or proi>ahle
amonnt 'oi in'1lT~l'ntR nll!!:ht have been, throughout the c'ntll'" klllg.lom,
if the "lr1l~~I.~had heen protracted. It 1. eqnally dear. that had the
ingmg.'nt< p",,,,,,,<rd armR. officer<. and dl"flplrne. the,r rmmhl'r. would
lOOn have rendered thrm m,,-<ter" of th~ klllgdom30
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men, cavalry and infantry, should occupy Smithfield,
,vhich was, at length, considered as the probable point of
attack from Santry, where the peasantry were reported
to haye collected in the greatest numbers. The yeomen,
amongst whom were nearly eight hundred attorney:"s,horse
and foot, turned out. Their inf:lIltry was effective, and
their cavalry excellent. The gradations of their d.isci-
pline and enthusiasm were, however, extremely amuslDg;
those who had imbibed their full quantum of generous
fluids, were the most fierce and enthusiastic: others who
had dined on substantial matters, were as steady as posts.
But those who had been paraded before dinner, after
standing under arms for some hours, could endure it no
longer, and a forced loan of cheese, tongues, and bottled
porter, from a Mr. Murray, of Great George's-street, waS
unanimously decided upon, and immediately carried i~to
execution. The barristers, commanded by Captain Saunn,
were from their position likely to sustain the first onset
of the pikemen; and as night closed, such a scene ?f
military array never was, and probably never will be Wit-
nessed. Smithfield is a long and very wide street, open
at both ends, one of which is terminated by the quays and
river. It is intersected by narrow streets, and forn~ed
altogether one of the most disagreeable positions in which
an immense body of demi-disciplined men and horses
ever were stationed in solid mass, without any other order
than, "if you are attacked, defend yourselves to the last
extremity."

The cavalry and infantry were, in some places, ~o
compactly interwoven, that a dragoon could not wield hIS
sword without cutting down a foot soldier, nor a foot
soldier discharge his musket without knocking down a
!rooper. The cavalry being elevated, could breathe free~y
m the crowd; but the infantry could scarcely. aVOId
suff~ation . .1\ few, hundred insurgents, with long pikes,
commg on, rapIdly ll1 the dark, might, without difficulty,
have assaIled the yeomen at once from five different
points. The Barristers and Attorneys' corps occupied
three of those points. So much for General Craig's
tactics.

The danger was considered imminent, the defence
itnpracticable; yet there was a cheerful, thoughtless
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jocularity with which the English nation, under grave
circumstances, are totally unacquainted; and plain matter
of fact men can scarcely concein~ lhat renovating levity
which carries an Irish heart huoyantly over every wa"e,
which would swamp, or at least water-log, their more
steady fellow-subjects. All the barristers, attorneys,
merchants, bankers, revenue officers, shopkel'pers, students
of the Cniversity, doctors, apothecaries, and corporators,
of an immense llll'tropolis, in red coats, with a sprinkling
of parsons, all doubled up together, a waiting in profound
darkness (not with impatienee), for invisible executioners
to dispatch them without mercy, was not (abstractedly)
a situation to engender much hilarity. ScoWs now and
then came, only to report their ignorance, a running buzz
occasionally went round, that the videts were driven in-
and tlu: reports of distant lIIusketry, like a twitch of
electricity, g:1\'e a slight 1mt perceptible 11l0wml'nt to
men's muscles. A ti,w (t~tintly heard) shots on the north
side also seemed to annOllnl'e tllat the vanguard of the
Santry men was approaching. In the lm:;lll time, no
further orders carne from the general, and if there had,
no orders could have been obeyed. It appeared, at break
of day, that both the Santry and Rathfarnham men had
adjourned their main assault till some other opportunity.

The different corps now got more regular, the bands
struck up "God save the King "-the danger of the night,
in all its ramifications, re-occupied the tongue of every
soldier in Smithfield; and at length au order came from
General Craig (Lord Roden being victorious in a skir-

-mish), to disl~liss the troops, ;H1dto parade again in the
el'enim!". :\'e\-er was an order obeyed \\"1thmore alacnty,
and nev!'r did insunrrnts lose so l;t\-ourah]p an opportunity
of coycring a field of battlc with more distllIguished
carcases.

The insurgpnts on 111('sOllth intf'nded to take the castle
by surprisp, ~\'hilst tlwSantry meu assaiblthe barracks;
but their piau was discow:ertf'd by Lord Roden, at the
head of his dragoons (.:alled the fi)x hunters, from tlwlr
lloLle horses). HIS Lordship marched rapidly upontlJf'lII,
awl surprised the ti,w who h:ld ('olle(~ted: and. IWJrlg
supported by a slllallllumh~-'r of light 1Illantry, the a1l~ck
completely succeeded. A iew were saured, and some leW
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made prisoners; but the body dispersed with little n.1!Jst.
ance. Lord Roden received a ball on his helmet, but
was only bruised, and some dragoons were wounded; the
other (county of Dublin) men retreated to join the Kildare
men; the southern marched to unite themselves with those
of 'Wicklow. Their plan had been excellent, had they
acted steadily 011 it, success was not improbable; however,
the metropolis for some time had no further dread of
molestation.

A new, disgusting, and horrid scene was next morning
publicly exhibited; after which military executions com-
menced, and continued with unabating activity. Some
dead bodies of insurgents, sabred the night before by L~rd
Roden's dragoons, were brought in a cart to Dublin, With
some prisoners tied together; the carcases were stret?hed
out in the Castle yard, where the Viceroy then reSIded,
and in full view of the Seeretary's windows; they l~y on
the pavement as trophies of the first skirmish, durmg. a
hot day, cut and gashed in every part, covered With
dotted blood and dust, the most frightful spectacle which'
ever disgraced a royal residence, save the seraglio. After
several hours exposure, some appearance of life was per-.
ceived in one of the mutilated carcases. The man had
been stabbed and gashed in various parts; his body waS
removed into the guard-room, and means were taken to
restore animation; the efforts succeeded, he entirely
recovered, and was pardoned by Lord Camden; he ~vas
an extraordinarily fine young man, above six feet h1gh,
the son of a Mr. Keough, an opulent landholder of Rath-
farnham; he did. not, however, change his principles, and
was, ultimately, sent out of the country.

That morning, the yeomanry corps were called upon
to attend the execution of Lord Roden's prisoners, who
w~re ordered to be hanged from the lamp irons, or at;!the
bndges. It was a service the respectable corps declIned,
several, however, went individually as spectators. The
first victim to that arbitrary and ill-judged execution, waS
a Mr. Led witch, of Rathfiunham the brother of a CathO-
lic clergyman." '

• He wa~ a remarkahly large and heavy person, and was hanged onon.e of the bridges. By the inexperience of the executioner, Mr. Led-
witeh lIuBered a prolonged and cCllel death; the rope frequently !llipped.
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Others were executed at the same time; some of the

lamplighters also paid with their lives for their former
night's omission, and blood began to flow with but little
mercy. Bacon (a 1Iajor of the old volnnteers), was caught
in a female garb, endeavouring to <Flit the city; and
under a general order to execute, forthwith, all persons
found in disguise, he was led to Carlisle Bridge, and
hanged from the scaflolding. These species of executions
became common, and habit soon reconciled men to what
was not only disgusting, but horrible.

Y. ::vIartial law was now proclaimed, and the courts
of justice closed, except on civil subjects. The barristers
pleaded in their uniform, with their side-arms, one of the
judges (Baron Medge) appeared on the bench in the same
uniform, the names of the inmates of every house were
pasted on every door, fabricated reports of massacres and
poisonings were daily propagated, the city assumed,
altogether, the appf'arance of one monstrous barrack, or
slaughter-house. The attacks on the royal garrisons in
Kildare and Dublin counties, \yere in many places unsuc-
cessful; on other points the insurgents entirely succeeded,
and no quarter was granted on either side. The town of
Prosperous was taken, and the garrison were killed by the
peasantry.

On the 'Vexford side the insurgents, at first, were
almost uniformly successful; they took 'Vexford without
resistance; the garrison retreated with much fighting and
some loss. Enniscorthr was stormed by the peasantry,
and. after a desperate con11ict,most of the town was
Imr{Jed,and a great portion of the garrison cut to pieces;
the residue escaped, with great difficulty, through the
flames: The victory \\'as complete, and gave them the

and [aYe awa\-; at lrng1h. hi, ]t.~s \wre lw\lllp l.. hind hI- back. and.
aiter"much strilgglin:; and dra"ging. he wa' di'patched with wry consid-
erable difficulty. It wa' a horrid ,ight.

• Captain liay. :)i tll<' Jig.ht dragoons. had l .. en taken pri<;O/lersome
tim!' beiore. and w~s aecuSt'd oj haYm~ arted a' a commandl'r of the
pe~:'antry in that attack. and at Arklow. Thi. report acqUlI"(! !<If('n~h.
from the circumstance that one of his hrothers had hcl'n han~d a.' a
rehel. and ~nolhrr of them had been ~n active insurpnt dUring tbe OCCll-
pation nf Wexford. Captain Hay. howenr, Wa.'I trwd by ~ rourt-mar-
tlal. and fully acquitted, on the gTou,ndof compu!'Jnn. He at<;<}aPl"'ared
to hal'e sand the Ji\"e~ of 5Cnral ," all'1.- at Enl1lscorth)', and partlCU-

30'
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with difficulty. The same body was attacked again the
same day, with artillery, and quickly hroken; hut not
till lam's had been repeatedly cut through them by
roun(\ shot.

The rt'lt1o\"a\ of the troops into the camps of Laugh-
linstnn awl the :\'anl, heretol;m~ lt1entionecL gaye rise to
one of the most melancholy episodes of this flis!ory, At
Lau~hlillstoll (srn'lI miles from Duhlin) some thousand
1lll'11, mostly Irish militia. were encamped by Lord Car-
hamptoll, The ('lIitrd Irishmen sent emissaries to the
cam p; ami disafrection was rapidly proceeding amongst
troops, It \I'as c\iscl<Jsed to Government by a Captain
Annstrong, of the KillC!:'s COllllty :\Iilitia, who also did
what e\'cry princi pIt' shonld haye imperati \'cly prohibited.

He \\'as pIT\'ailf'd upon at tll(' Cast If', for a reward, to
in ~ua t ia te himst'l t: as a bmt hcr conspirator, amongst the
hi,,\}!'r clas''''s: an;] to rnrOllra!!r their proceedim:s, so as
to '!!:lin prnnfs of their unilt. tlll:nlwh their implicit confi-
d"ne,' in his filklit\" H.' thell b",'amp an e\'idrnce e\en
to death, agaimt those \\'hose cnlpability he had encou-
raged. and attended to execution the \'en' (;lent/omen
,dlolT;' he made \'ictims to their confidence in his integrity.

Captain Armstrong thus wormed himself into the con-
fidence of the leaders. with the design of bet raving them:
his treachery \\'as 1)J:eorganized; alld he prO\:ed ~himself
a \I'orsp Illall and a !11nrc competent conspirator than
those whom he made his victims. He had the honour
of all otnt'''r. ane! tlw int,'C!:rity of a gelltleman to sllstain;
yet he d('liht.rately sanillrpd hoth, alld sa\\- two barris-
ters ('xer'llIN! thrnn!!h hi" Ireadwn'.

YI. ~Iessrs, Helll'\' ane! JIlII11 Slj,.:ln's \\'pn' of the Irish
bar. all'! nf :1 r..s!,,',:!a],]t' l;lJnily, 1I"lln-, thp ,'ld"r, had a
C')IIl!WIt'1l1 t~\('!n!i", :llid \\':1:' all exct'li"lll ,!tl1l1,.;;tic perstln,
with a most :lIl1i:l1,J., hill!1\-: lit. ll:id n.t't'ln,d a llnivpr-
sit)' r,hwali"ll. lill! was Ii:'t i,,\.s,',"s,'d of talellt--plain
:lllt! frif'lldll', '\l"':I~i'-'lI:l1h' \I':nlii. ~t'nt'ralJ\,('rt.dlllous, and
ah\'a~'s flili Itf pI"jlldl""'S, his milld w;;s Jl('\'('l' strollg'
ell.)II::h In n'sist his f,~t'linu', and thol1~h 11Ilexcpptionahie
ill pln':llt' ('In Ia"I"r, lit' had neith,'r capacity, firlllllpss,
nor dl.,,'r"llltil t~\r a pl1]'li!' lit." TIll' )'nlllH!f'f l\fOtlll'r,
.1,,1111,\\'.1'0 I:ll!. (IiI', h:\Iitl,olll<', and of gentlemanly ;ld-
tires" j his rnII!lL'IFlll':': was s"n-iLk, and, firm to intlexi-
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hility, with much more talent than his brother, he guided
him at his uiscretion. They were inseparable as brothers,
allu were unitcu by an almost unparalleled attachment.
--'II'. John Sheares, upon the arrest of the others, became
one of the executive uirectorv of the Vnited Irishmen,
and, as a necessary consequen.ce, Henry was a participa-
tor, and aided in procuring emissaries to seuuce the troops
at Laughlinston. There Captain Armstrong became
acquainted with the two brothers, pleuged to the111his
friendship, perslladeu them that he would seduce his own
regiment, gained their implicit confidence, faithfully ful-
filled the counterplot, devised secret meetings, and worked
up sufficient guilt to sacrifice the lives of both. They
were arrested, tried, on his evidence convicted, and were
hanged and beheaded in the front of Newgate. They
came hand in hand to the scaffi)ld: this was one of the
most interesting trials in Irelanu.

It is only justice to Lord Clare, to record an incident
which proves that he was not insusceptible of humane
feelings, and which often led me to believe that his natnre
might have been noble, had not every f(~elingof modera-
tion been absorbed by that ambition, the f~ltaldisappoint-
ment of which, at length hastened his dissolution.

By some llnfi}rtunate delay, a letter of Henry Sheares
to me was not delivered till eleven o'dock of the morning
after the trial. I immediately waited on Lord Clare, he
read it with great attention; [ saw he was moved; his
heart yielded. I improved on the impression; he only
said: "What a coward he is! but what can we do ?"-he
paused-" John Sheares cannot be spared. Do you think
Henry can say any thing, or make any species of disco-
very, which may authorize the Lord Lieutenant to make
a distinction between them? if so, Henry may be re-
prieved." He read the letter again, and was obviously
affected. I had never seen him amiable before. "Go,"
said he, "to the prison; the execution will be deferred
for one hour. See Henry Shea res, ask him this question
and return to me at Cooke's office." I lost no time but
I found, on my arrival? that 0.rders had been given 'that
nobody should be admItted wlthout a written permission.
I,instantly returned to the castle-they were all at coun-en. Cooke was not in his office, I was delayed several,
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minutes. At length the secretary returned, gave me the
order to see them, and to the sheriff to delay the execu-
tion for one hour. I hastened to Xe\vgClte, and arrived
at the very moment that the cxecutioncr ~washolding up
the head of myoId college friend, and saying, "Here is
the head of a traitor." I felt deeply affected.

vn. This insurrection, which commenced on the 23d
of l\Iay, 1798, and concluded in a f(~wmonths, produced
a greater effusion of blood, more ferocity, and more de-
vastation thCln ever were witnessed in Ireland within an
equal period. Partial battles and skirmishes were inces-
sant, but general engagements were not numerous.

It was generally in small bodies that the insurgents
were successful. The principal battles were those of
Arklow, Gorey, and Vinegar Hill, and the storming of
Enniscorthy and Ross by the peasantry. At Arklow, in
a regular line, the peasantry assCliled Cl disciplined army
in the field, Clnelthe result was a drawn battle. At Ross,
after storming and gaining the town, after ten hours in-
cessClnt fighting, they surrendered thelllsein's to drunk-
enness and plunder, and were sbughtered in their
inebriety.

At Vinegar Hill, the entrenchments were defended for
several hours, though attacked by twenty thousand regular
troops, with ordnance, and the loss of the insurgents was
disproportionately small. They retired un pursued, and
soon formed another army, and marched to the very
heart of Ireland.

At Gorey, Carnew, the Three Rocks, and numerous
places where they fought in ambuscades, they always
succeeded; and hCldthey confined themselves to desultory
attacli:s and partisan warfare, they might soon have de-
stroyed their local enemies the yeomen, and wearied and
exhausted the regular troops. After the storming of
Gorey, had they succeeded in taking Arldow, they might
have marched to the metropolis in one day.

VIII. To protect Arklow, therefore, wa.s imperatively
necessary, yet it WclS but poorly gClrrisoned, and totally
unprovided with mnnumitionor provisions. The garrison
were considerably less than one thousand men, princi-
pally irregular troops, and not a field-work or other pre-
paration Imd been made to defend the place. An old
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barrack, incapable of defence, was their only fortification,
four pieces of fielU artillery their ouly ordnance, and a
p::uty of the .\nci8nt Britons, comrnamled oy Sir ,V. 'V.
'Yynn in person, and a few yeomen, their only cavalry.
The insurgents had collected nearly thirty thousand men
at the ruined town of Gorey, within a few miles of Arklow,
which they boldly but indiscrectly declared they would
storm the ensuillg morning. The alarm of the metropolis
at this intelligence, lIlay be easily conceived. An imme-
diate reinforcement of the garrison of Arklow could alone
prevent an attack on Dublin, and an insnrrcetion of the
populace. The Ca\'an militia, comllJandecl by the pre-
sent Lord Farnham, were instantly despatchecl to succour
General ~eedham, bllt the distance being more than
thirty miles, they were Illirried off in every sort of vehicle ;
and even the carriages of the nobility and gentry were
seized or teuderecl tor the occasion.

This was the most regular engagement throughout the
whole of the insurrection. The pikemen amounted to
many thousands-the king's troops were under fifteen
hundred-the fire-arms on each side were nearly equal
in number, but those of the insurgellts were of every
calibre and description, whilst their powder was carriecl
in horns or in the pocket, and was but scantily supplied.

The Cavan regiment arrived at the critical minute.
The contlict was in a level field at the extremity of the
town; the royal infantry being in a line on open ground,
with two pieces of canllon at each wing; the peasantry,
with fire-arms, were drawn up in a line exactly parallel,
with a very low ditch in hont, and two pieces of artillery
on each tlank; small flags of green and yellow waved in
every part of their position. 'I'he fire began as regularly
as between disciplined armies-no movements were made
on either side; the pike men formed a crescent on a range
of hills just over the royalists, and waited for any dis-
order to rush down and exterminate them. An uninter-
rupted fire was kept up by both parties for some hours,
without any manreuvre, and with very little comparative
execution. At length the insurgents dismounted one of
the royal cannon, killed the gunners, and the battle was
becoming doubtfuL The left tlank of the royal army was
protected by some cavalry and houses, and the right by

"
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their barracks, and a piece of artillery which commanded
the road. Th~ ~)easantry had no pre-arranged plan of
attack, and thell' Immenso body of pikemon remained in-
active 0l.1 th~ emillollce, a fow hundred yards from the
scene of actIOn. The rov,d officers became alarmed:
had the insurgents' ammuilition lasted, and the pike men
charged, the danger would have been realised. General
Needham, and most of the officers were disposed to retire,
as a matter of necessity; but Colonel Skerritt, of the
Dumbarton fencibles, resolutely declared that his regi-
ment never should retreat. A retrogade movement
would have given an opportunity for a rush of the pike-
men, which must have ended in the annihilation of the
royal force. No quarter was expected upon either side.
Had the royal troops advanced, they might have been
easily surrounded; their alternative was, to succeed or
perish. The ammunition of the royal army began to
fail; but fortunately that of the peasantry was 1'ust ex-
hausted. 'fhe firing gradually slackened, and, at length
a very ferocious attack was made on the right wing, by
a large body of pikemen, led by Father Murphy; a four-
pounder opened its fire, and Father Murphy received a
ball which tore him to pieces. The insurgents, thus dis-
pirited, advanced no farther; and after an effort on the
left, repulsed by some Ancient Britons, they began to re-
treat, but without precipitation. The royal army did not
think it prudent to pursue, but retired to their barracks,
whilst the peasantry fell back, unmolested, to Gorey.
Thus concluded a battle bv no means the most sangui-
nary, but, certainly, one of the most important of the in-
surrection. Had the peasantry succeeded, they would
ha\-e been reinforced en>ry mile of their march to Dublin,
by the excited popl1l~tion of 'Wexford and Wick low.
Kildare Meath and \\ estmeath were III arms, and the
capital 'itself h~d more than 30,000 orga~lized. United
Irishmen within its walls; and, ho\\'e\'er lI1trepldly ~e-
fencled, must have yidded in a river of b!ood to the 1I~-
numerable hosts of its enthusiastic assaIlants. Their
failure, however, in the princip~1 attacks in Kildar~ and
1Vicklow, had dispirited and disorgalllzed a multitude
without officers to direct them, and Ireland was thus
Baved. More than 30,000 peasantry were actually pre-
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sent at the battles of Ross and Arklow; and vVexford and
vVicklow are by no me;:tns the most populous counties.
At a yery mouerate computation, there were, in vVexford
and "\Vicldow, at least 50,000 efl,~ctive insurgents, either
under arms, or prepareu to take arms, hau their meaSllJ'es
continued to be successful. Their courage and perseve-
rance may be estimated by the extraordinary incidents
of the battle of Ross, which lasted ten hours with alter-
nate success, and in which they were finally conquered,
only by their insubordination, and the incapacity of their
leaders.

IX. The battle of Ross, with respect to its incidents
and extensive results, was one of the most important of
the insurrection. Ross is surrounded on three sides by
steep hills, and on the fourth by a river, dividing it from
the southern counties, and having a long wooden bridge.
The possession of Ross, therefore, would open a commu-
nication with the southern insurgents, who were prepared
to rise, en masse, the moment their friends should occupy
that town; and the city of .Waterford, and probably the
whole of the western and sonthern counties would have
risen in their favor. Kearly 30,000 insurgents assembled
on Corbet-Hill, near the town of Ross. Their General,
Beauchamp Bagenal Harvey, was, of all men, probably
the most unfit for so desperate an enterprise; his figure
diminutive, his voice tremulous.

He was a Protestant barrister of fortune; good tem-
pered, and of good private character; and was selected
from being lord of Bragay Castle, and of considerable
demesnes in the county of --Wexford. Of individual
courage he had sufficient, but of that manly heroic intre-
pidity which converts danger into enthusiasm, and is in-
dispensable to the leader of such an army and such a
cause, he was altogether ullsusceptible. The other offi-
cers we:e litt.le better th,an ~imsclf; and an army of
30,000 lIltrepld, pe.rsev~r~ng msurgents, could not pro-
duce one leader ot suffiCIent tact or influence to {Tuide
a~ld secure to them certain victory. Harvey and his
ald-de-camp, l\Ir. Gray, a Protestant attorney remained
upon ~ neighbouring hill, inactive spectators 'during ten
hours lUcessantfighting.

The first attack commenced at six o'clock in the morn-
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ing on only one entrance to the town, and that the most
defensible by the garrison; all the others were neglected,
otherwise, the garrison not being sufilciently numerous to
defend all, the town must han, been entered from several
qnarters. A regiment of ini~ll1try and one of cavalr.y'
sallied out to distract the insurgents, and prevent thmr
attack upon the other entrances. Both regiments \\'erc
driven back with great loss, the cavalry by a charge of
lmllocks" and pikemen, the infantry by ambuscade and
irregular attacks. Lord Mountjoy fell at the head of his
regiment, the Dublin ;YIilitia, immediately at the gate i
and the royalists and the peasantry entered Ross almost
intermingled. The main street became the seem, of a most
sanguinmy and protracted conflict; the royalists were
forced back, and their artillery taken and turned ou them-
selves. The market-house alone remained in possession
of the troops; and after a long and bloody contest they
retreated to the bridge, prepared, if necessary, to pass to
the other side, and destroy the communication. Had
they done this, they must have marched throngh the very
heart of an insurgent country, and all would have been
cut to pieces. There is scarcely a trait of individual
courage \vhich was not exemplified during that contest it

• At this battle the in"nr,~ents practi;.ed a ruse de guerre used origin-
ally bv the Romans. A re~iment of heavy ca\'alrv had marched out, to
ch~r~e them on their filA approach; they su;;pected the attack, and were
prepared to reeei\'e them by a vcry unexpected ,.alutation. They had
cooped up in a tieU near tm) hun,lrcd buliocks. '''hen these beasts are
urged, and l'1l,h on in a hod,'" nothing can ,.top them; a wall or even a
hO\lse, they have hecn known to dash against, in their blind fury.
\\'hen the hr8\'y can11n' \\'Crt, in a proper position on the road, the
rebel" with their pikes, !':oaJed the bullocks; maddened by the smart,
thev ruslwllil ih,' nl'l'llin:!"s of the enclll,'ure, which had been purposely
malie inr them: Ihli1illiC( l'IHl1.1 \y;th."t::md them; the caxalrr ,vere oyer-
wlw!m,'d, man a"l iw[-" Iwri' oy,'rlhrnwn an,\ tramp!p,lupon. Oi such
a, could retreat thrllll::h the ?:ate, sewral met their death from the pike-
men.

t Th,' account of lhi, j,,,-tt!,, J hare ha.l from m,,-ny, but from none so
aeenr:\t'.]y or eirl"1l'll-1.11itialh a,.; irnm a gentlemel; I have been long
nC'lu;lIuteJ with. ('uunsl'llor .Lnndyfoot, ~on of the eminent perron of
tl1at ua1l'''. Ill' Inl ''''''1'' properly there. and curiusity led him to Hos~,
tu Sel?wh'l! wa' !':niu[, f()r\ranl: just a,; he got there he found he could
110t ~t't ;m',,\' ",,:ai'1. an,! 'w"s ohli~ed to remain. an,} run his chance
during tll<' b'ltt\.', lie W:1S a nlPmlwr of the barrisler5' infantry, and con-
cei\'e.t that no soldier ~honld on sllch occasions be inaCiiye; he thereforo

31
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the battle occasionally slackened, but never ceased for a
moment. The peasantry, certain of victory, lost all sub-
ordination; and, in their turn, were attacked by such of
the garrison as had time to rally. Many were killed,
almost without resistance; the town was set on fire, and
in the midst of the flames the battle raged for hours most
violently. The royalists recovered the main street. The
insurgents were on the point of being finally repulsed,
when a young gentleman of thirteen years of age, from
the town of vVexford, of the respectable family of Lett,
in that town, had stolen away from his mother, and joined
General Harvey on Corbet Hill. The boy saw the
disorder of the men, and the incapacity of their leaders,
and with a boyish impulse he snatched up a standard,
and calling out "Follow me who dare!" rushed down
the hill, two or three thousand pikemen rapidly followed
him in a tumultuous crowd, and uttering the most
appalling cries. In a moment he was at the gate, rallied
his party, and with his reinforcement rushed upon the
garrison, who, fatigued and astonished at the renewed
vigour of their enemy, were again bol'lw down, and com-
pelled with much loss, fighting step by step, to retire
towards the bridge. For many hours the firing in the
streets and houses was incessant; and the peasantry were
very nearly in possession of the entire place, when again
all subordination vanished, and again fortune forsook
them. Some hundred houses were in a blaze; the horror
was indescribable. The remaining body of the garrison,
overcome by fatigue, became nearly unable to continue
the contest.

The firing, however, continued till towards night, when
the insurgents who had not entered the houses, having no
offi?ers to command them, retreated through the gate by
whICh they had entered, half a mile to Corbet Hill, leaving
some thousands of their comrades asleep in different
houses, or in the streets to which the flames had not com-
municated. Of these, the garrison put hundreds to the
sword, without any resistance; and more than 5000 were
~ed,.8Cted as a Volunteer, and was in the very midst of the battle
dunng the ten hours It contHlued. He described to me the desperate
valour. o~ the peasantry, and confirmed to me a story, nearly incredible.
~ !hell Jgnorance; namely, an old man thrusting a wig into the mouth

an adVelliIe cannon, to prevent its explosion.
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either killed or consumed by the conflagration. The
garrison, greatly diminished and exhausted by ten hours
incessant fighting, without refreshments, lay down in the
streets, slumberil.lg amon~st the dead; and had Harvey,
at any hour bctore mOl"luug, returned with even 1000
fre~h men, every soldier might have been slaughtered j
resistance would have been impossiblp.

X. Vinegar Hill is a beautifi]l,' \'erdant, low mountain j
the river Slaney rolls smoothly at its fi)ot on the oue side,
and the large town of Enniscorthy lies immediately under
its base upon another; at one point the ascent is rather
steep, on the others, gradual; the top is cro\\"ned by a
dilapidated stone building. The hill is extensi\"e, and com-
pletely commands the town and most of the approaches
to it; the country around it is rich, sufficiently wooded,
and studded with country seats and lodges. Few spots
in Ireland, under all its circumstances, can at this moment
be more interesting to a tran~ller. On the summit of this
hill the insurgents had collccted the remains of their
"\Yexlord army; the number may be cOlJjectured, from
General Lake deciding that 20,000 regular troops were
necessary for the attack. The peasantry had dug a slight
ditch around a large extent of the base; they had a very
few pieces of small half-disabled cannon, some swivels,
and lIOtabove two thousand fire-arms of all descriptions.
But their situation was desperate; and General Lake
considered that two thousand fire-arms, in the hands of
infuriated and courageolls men, supported by a multitude
of pikemen, might be equal to ten times the number under
other circumstances. A great many women mingled with
their relatives, and fought with fury; several were found
dead amongst the men, who had fallen in crowds by the
bursting of shells.

The circumstantial details of that battle. however
interesting, are too numerous lor this volume, a' few, how-
ever, arc necessary.

General Lake, at the break of day, disposed his attack
in four columlls, 'whilst his cavalry were prepared to do
execution 011 the fugitives. One of the columns (whether
by accideut or design is strongly debated) did hot arnve
in timc at its statiOll. by wInch the lllsnrgcnts \\'cre
enabled to retreat to \Yexlord, through a caUlmy where
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they ('auld not be pursued by eavahy or cannon. It was
astonishing with what fortitude the peasantry, uncovered,
stood the tremendous fire opened upon the four sides of
their position; a stream of shells and grape \\'as poured
on the multitude; the leaders encouraged them by exhor-
tations, the women by their cries, and every shell that
broke amongst the crowd was followed by shouts of de-
fiance. General Lake's horse was shot, many officers
wounded, some killed, and a few gentlemen became in-
visible during the heat of the battle. The troops advanced
gradually hut steadily up the hill; the peasantry kept up
their fire, and maintained their ground, their callnon was
nearly useless, thcir powdcr deficient, but they died fight-
ing at their post. At length, enveloped in a torrent of
fire, they broke, and sought their safety through the
space that General Needham had left by the non-arrival
of his column. They were partially charged by some
cavalry, but with little execution; they retreated to Wex-
ford, and that night occupied the town.

During the battle, the pike and blunderbuss were in
constant exercise; both parties had committed great
atrocities in cold blood, IInder the milder term of retalia-
tion. Previous to that battle, Ellniscorthy had been
twice stormed; every street in it had streamed with
blood j many hundred houses had been burned; and the
combats had been hand to hand in the midst of flames and
falling edifices. It is asserted that eighty-seven wounded
peasants, whom the king's army had tound on taking the
town, in the market-house, used as an hospital, had been
burned alive; and that in retaliation the insurgents burned
above a hundred royalists in a barn at Scnllabogue.

Amongst the remarkable and melancholy examples of
t~e abuse .o~martial la,,:", and the discretionary power
gIven to mIlitary officers m Ireland, one which occurred
on the taking of Wexford is a peculiarly fit subject for
observation: Mr. Grogan, of Johnstown Castle, a man
past seventy years of age, of very large fortune, irre-
pro~chable reputation, with the address, manners, and
feelmgspf a gentleman. Overstreet and John his two
brothe;s, commanded yeomanry corps. The fir~tof them
was killed at the head of his corps (the Castletown Ca-
valry), at the battle of Arklow. The other was wounded
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at the head of his troop (the Heathfield Light Horse)
during Major Maxwell's rctrpat from 'Wexford, and upon
the recapture of 1Yexford. The semblance of a trial was
thought expedient by General Lake, before ht: could exe-
cute a gentleman of so m1\ch impnrt::wcc and fortune.
His case was afterwards brought before Parliament upon
a Bill of attainder, and argued for three successive days
and nearly nights, and evidence was produced cleal"ly ~x~
onerating him from any voluntary error. The only charge
the Government (to excuse the culpability of General
Lake) could prove, was his having been surrounded by
the insurgent ~rmy', which placed him under surveillance,
and \vho, to give Importance to themselves, forced him
one day into the town of 1Yexford, on horseback, a pea-
sant of the name of Savage attending him, with a blun-
derbnss, and orders to shoot him if he refused to obey
their commands; against his will, they nominated him
a commissary, knowing that his numcrous tenantry would
be more willing in consequence to supply them. He used
no weapon of any description, too feeble even to hold one
in his hand.

A lady, of the name of Segrave, gave evidence that
her family in the town were in want of food, and that she
sent to ::\'lr.Grogan to give her an order for some bread,
which request, to save her family from starving, he reluc-
tantly complied with. Through that order, she procured
some loaves, and supplied her children; and for that act
of benevolence, and on that lady's evidence, :!\Ir.Grogan
was sentenced to die as a traitor, and was immediately
hanged and beheaded, when unable to w.alk to the.plac.e
of execution, and already almost hfcless from age, nllpn-
soment, pain and brutal treatment. It appeared before Par-
liament, npon interrogating the President of the Court, that
the members of the Court :.\Iartial which tried him had not
lJeen sworn, that they were only seyen instead of thirteen,
the usual number, that his material witness was shot by
the military, while on the road, hetween Johnstown Castle
and 1Yexford, to give evidence of 1\1r.Grogan's entire in-
nocence; and that, while General Lake was making merry
at dinnc~ (with his statf and SOlllC mcmbers of theCourt
that COlldcl1l1lcdhim), olle of the first gClltlemcn III the
county (in every point far his superior), was hanged and

31*
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mutilated before his windows. The author's intimate
knowledge of Mr. Cornelius Grogan for many years ena-
bles him to assert most unequi vocally, and it is but justice to
his memory to do so, that, though a person of independent
mind as well as fortune, and an opposition member of the
Irish Parliament, he was no more a rebel than his brothers,
who had signalized themselves in battle as royalists, and
the survivor of whom was rewarded by the same Govern-
ment, by an unprecedented Bill of attainder against that
unfortunate gentleman, long after he was dead, by which
his great estates were confiscated to the crown.

This Attainder Bill was one of the most illegal and un-
constitutional acts ever promoted by any Government j
but, after much more than ten thousand pounds, costs to
crown officers and to Lord Norbury, as Attorney General,
had been extracted from the property, the estates were
restored to the surviving brother.

XI. These transactions are dreadful, even to the recol-
lection: they were the ruin of the nation and its character,
but are only mentioned to give some idea of that worst of
all scourges, civil war, and of the most cruel of all tribu-
nals, courts martial, a situation into which Mr. Pitt craftily
permitted the Irish nation to fall, in order to promote his
purpose of a union. The subsequent administration of
Lord Cornwallis leaves no ground of scepticism upon this
subject.

The infliction of torture was incessant, and acts of re-
taliation were as frequent. Gentlemen were executed,
some with trials, others with worse than none. The exe-
cution of Sir Edward Crosby, was a murder; that of Mr.
Grogan a butchery. The Viceroy had signed no warrants
for their executions; he was seldom consulted respecting
the prisoners, till their fate had been decided' his conduct
wa s considerate, where he was not governed by hi5 council.

The insurrection had been nearly exhausted and Lord
Camden, who was considered by Mr. Pitt an n~fit person
to employ for his ulterior objects, was recalled.



OF THE IRISH NATION.

CHAPTER XXIV.

361

Appointment of Lord Cornwallis-His crafty conduct-French invade
Ireland in a small number~British troops totally defeated, their artil-
lery all taken-Races of Castlebar-Ninety militia men hanged by
Lord Cornwallis-French Dutwit LDrd CDrnwallis-Lord Jocelyn
taken prisDner-French surrendered-Mr. Pill proceeds in his projects
of a Union- The subserviency Df the Lords-The Bishops-Bishops
of 'WaterfDrd amI DDwn-Political characters of Lord Cornwallis and
Lord Castlerea,gh-Unfortunate results of Lord Cornwallis's conduct
in every qnartcr of the world-Lord Castlereagh-Union proposed-
Great spiendour of the Chancellor-Celebrated Bar Meeting-Mr.
Saurin-l'.Ir. Saint George Daly-Mr. Thomas Grady-Mr. Grady's
curions haranglle-:\Ir. Thomas GODld's~peech-Thirty.two County
Judges appointed by Lord Clnre-Lonl Clare opposes the Bar-Open-
jng Df the se"sion of 1799-Lonl Cbre's great power-Lord Tyrone's
character-Seconued by:\Ir. Fitzgerald-:'\Ir. John Ball-His character.

1. LORD CORNWALLISwas now selected to complcte the
project of a union, and Lord Castlereagh was continued
as Chief Secretary. His system was, of all others, the
most artful and insidious i he affected impartially, whilst
he was deceiving both parties i he encouraged the United
Irishman, and he roused the royalist; one day he de-
stroyed, the next day he was merciful. His system,
however, had not exactly the anticpated effect. Every
thing gave reason to expect a restoration of tranquillity i
it was through the impression of horror alone that a union
could be effected, and he had no time to lose, lest the
country might recover its reason.

A portion of an armament, destined by Ff<Jncc to aid
the Irish insurgents, had escaped our cruisers, and landed
about a thousand troops at Killala Bay. They entered
Killala without opposition, surprising the bishop and a
company of parsons who were 011 their visitation. Nothing
could be better tha.n their conduct, and the bishop, in a
publication 011 this event, did them ample justice, at the
expense of his own translation.

They were joined by ll. considerable number of pea-
santry, UW.Hl1lell,unclothed, and undisciplined. But the
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French did the best they could to render them efficient.
After some stay at Kilbla, they determined to march into
the country, and, e'"en with that small force, they ex-
pressed but little doubt of reaching the metropolis.

Lord Hutchinson commanded the garrison of Castle-
bar a few miles from Killala. His force being pretty
numerous, with a good train of artillery, he had no suspicion
that a handful of French would presume to attack him.

II. General Lake with his staff had just arrived, and
taken the command (as an elder officer), as Lord Hut-
chinson had determined to march the ensuing day, and
end the question, by a capture of the French detachment.
The repose of the generals was of short duration. Early
in the morning they were roused by an account that the
French and peasantry were in full march upon them.
They immediately beat to arms, and the troops were
moved to a position, about a mile from east lebar, which,
to an unskilled person, seemed unassailable. They had
scarcely been posted, with nine pieces of cannon, when
the French appeared on the opposite side of a small lake,
descending a hill in columns, directly in front of the
English. Our artillery played on them with effect. The
French kept up a scattered fire of musketry, and took up
the attention of our army by irregular movements. In
half an hour, however, our troops were alarmed by a
movement of small bodies to turn their left, which, belllg
covered by walls, they had never apprehended. The
orders given were either mistaken or misbelieved; the
line wavered, and, in a few minutes, the whole of the
royal army was completely routed, the flight of the in-
fantry was as that of a mob, all the royal artillery was
taken, our army fled to Castlebar, the heavy cavalry
galloped a!-ll0ngst the infantry and Lord Jocelyn's light
dragoons, and made the best of their way, through thick
and thin, to Castlebar and towards Tuam, pursued by
such of the French as could get horses to carry them.

About nine hundred French and some peasants took
possession of Castlebar without resistance, except from a
few Highlanders stationed in the town, who were soon
destroyed. "

• Tt1e native character of the French never showed itself more strong-
ly than after thill action. ~hen in full possession of the large town Of
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This battle has been generally called the Races of

Castlebar. A considerable part of the Lonth and Kil-
kenny regiments, not finding it conwmient to retreat,
thought the next best thing they could do would be to
join the victors, which they immediately did, and ill one
hour were completely equipped as Frcnch riflemen.
Abont ninety of those men were hanged by Lord Corn-
wallis afterwards at Ballynamuck. One of thcm defend-
ed himself by insisting, " that it was the army and not he
who were deserters; that whilst he was fighting hard they
all ran away, and left him to be murdered." Lord Joce-
lyn got him saved. The defeat of Castlebar, however,
was a victory to the Viceroy; it revived all the horrors
of the rebellion which had been subsiding, and the deser-
tion of the militia regiments tcnded to impress the gentry
with an idea, that Engbndalonc conld protect the conntry.

Lord Cornwallis was snpinc, and the insurgents were
active in profiting by this victory; 40,000 of them were
preparing to asscmble at the Crooked ",Yood, in .\Yest-
mcath, only 42 miles from Dublin, ready to join the
French and march npon the metropolis.

III. The French continued too long at Castlebar, and
Lord Cornwallis at length collected 20,000 troops, with
which he considered himself pretty certain of conquering
900 men. ",Vith above 20,000 men, he marched directly
to the Shannon to prevent their passage, but he was out-
manaouvered; the insurgents had led the French to the
source of that river, and it was ten days before his Lord-
ship, by the slowest possible marches, (which he did pur-
posely to increase the public terror), reached his enemy.
But he overdid the matter, and had not Colonel Vereker
(Lord Gort) debyed them in a rather sanguinary skirmish
in which he was defeated, it was possible that they might
have slipped by his Lordship, and have heen revelling in
Dublin, whilst he was roaming about the Shannon: how
ever, he at length overtook the enemy. Lord Jocelyn's

C""tlehar. they immediately set about putting their per"<ln" in the best
ordPr, and the officers advertised a ball an,l slipper that night, for the
la.lies of the town; this, it is !'aid, was well attended; decorum in aU
point.;; wa.< strictly preserved; they paid ready money for every thing;
III fact. the French army established the French character wherever they
occupied.
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fox-hunters were determined to retrieve their character,
lost at Castle bar, and a squadron, led by his Lordship,
made a hold charge upon the French; but the French
opened, then closed on them, and they were beaten, and
his Lordship was made prisoner.

The French corps, however, saw that ultimate success
was impossible, havin3110t more than nine hundred French
troops, amI they afteI\,"ards smrendered prisoners of war
without fmther resistance, after having penetrated to the
heart of the kingdom. They were sent to Duhlin, and
afterwards to France.

Horrors now were everywhere recommenced; execu-
tions were multiplied." Lord Cornwallis marched against
the peasantry, still masters of Killala; and after a san-
guinary contlict in the streets, the town was taken: some
were slaughtered, many hanged, and the whole district
was on the point of being reduced to suhjection, when
Lord Cornwallis most unexpectedly proclaimed an ar-
mistice, and without any terms permitted the insurgents
freely to disperse, and gave them thirty days, either to
surrender their arms or be prepared for slaughter j
leaving them to act as they thought proper in the in!er-
val. This interval was terrific to the loyalists; the thrrty
days of armistice were thirty days of new horror, and t~e
Government had now achieved the very climax of pubbc
terror, on which they so much counted for inducing ~re-
land to throw herself into the arms of the protectlllg
country. And the first step of Mr. Pitt's project was
fully consummated.

IV. J\'Ir. Pitt now conceived that the moment had -ar-
rived to try the effect of his previous measures to pro-
mote a legislative Union, and annihilate the Irish legisla-
ture. He conceived that he had already prepared induce-
ments to suit every temper amongst the Irish Commons:
in that he was partially mistaken. He believed that he
had prepared the Irish Peers to accede to all his projects j
in that he was successful.

The able, arrogant, ruthless bearing of Lord Clare upon
the woolsack, had rendered him almost despotic in that
imbecile assembly; forgetting their high rank, their

t His Lordship ordered above ninety of the militia to be immediately
executed.



OF THE IRISH NATION. 371
country, and themselves, they yielded unresistingly to the
spell of his dictation, and as the fascinated bird, only
watched his eye and dropt one by one into the power of
the serpent.

The lure of translation neutralized the scruples of the
Episcopacy. The Bishops yielded up their conscience to
their interests, and but two of the spiritual Peers could
be found to uphold the independence of their country,
which had been so nobly attained, and so corruptly ex-
tinguished. Marly, bishop of 'Waterford, and Dixon,
bishop of Down, immortalized their name, and their cha-
racters; they dared to oppose the dictator, and supported
the rights of Ireland till she ceased to breathe longer un-
der the title of a Nation.

'rhis measure, of more vital importance than any that
has ever yet been enacted by the British legislature, the
fatal consequences of which are every day displaying, and
still range far beyond the vision of short-sighted states-
men, was first proposed indirectly by a speech from the
throne, on the 22d January, 1799.

The insidious object of that speech to entrap the House
into a conciliatory reply was seen through, and resisted
with a vigour which neither the English nor Irish Go-
vernments had ever suspected. The horrors of civil war,
the barbarities practised on the one side, and sanctioned
on the other, and the universal consternation of the whole
kingdom, had, fortunately for Mr. Pitt, excited in many
the fallacious idea that in the arms of England only Ire-
land could regain and secure tranquillity.

This shallow principle influenced or deluded many, but
afforded to a greater number a specious pretence for sup-
porting a measure which their individual or corrupt
objects only induced them to sanction.

To do justice or to detail the speeches on this great
subject, comprising as much eloquence as e\"er yet ap-
peared in any legislative assembly, would be far too
extensive a task for this volume. Short abstracts only
can no\v be given here, and the leading arguments con-
densed, so as to bring the subject in all its important
bearings before the capacity of every reader.

V. Ireland was now reduced to a state fitted to receive
propositions for a rnion. The loyalists were still strug-
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gling through the embers of a rebellion, scarcely extin-
guished by the torrents of blood which had been poured
upon them; the insurgents were artfully distracted be-
tween the hopes of mercy and the fear of punishment;
the Viceroy had seduced the Catholics by delusive hopes
of emancipation, whilst the Protestants were equally
assured of their ascendency, and every encouragement
was held out to the sectarians. Lord Cornwallis and
Lord Castlereagh seemed to have been created for snch
a crisis and for each other. An unremitting perseverance,
an absence of all political compunctions, an unqualified
contempt of public opinion, and a disregard of every con-
stitutional principle, were common to both. They held
that" the object justifies the means;" and, unfortunately,
their private characters were calculated to screen their
public conduct from popular suspicion.

Lord Cornwallis, with the exception of the Union,
which renders him the most prominent person in Irish
history, had never succeeded in any of his public mea-
stIres. His failure in America had deprived England of
her colonies, and her army of its reputation; his catas-
trophe at Yorktown gave a shock to the King's mind,
from which, it is supposed, he neyer entirely recovered.
In India he defeated Tippo Saib, but concluded a peace
which only increased the necessity of future wars. 'Yeary
of the sword, he was sent as a diplomatist to conclude
the peace of Amiens; but, out-mauilluvered by Lucien
Buonaparte, his Lordship's treaty involved all Europe in
a war against England. He had thought to conciliate
Lucien, by complimenting the First Consul, and sacri-
ficed his sovereign's honorary title as King of France,
which had been borne since the conquest of the Edwards
and the Henrys, while he retained the title of Defender
of the Faith, corruptly bestowed by the pope on a tyrant."
This was the instrument now employed by Mr. Pitt to
effect the Union .

• The title of the King of England then was-" George III. King of
Great Britain, France, and Ireland, Defender of the .Faith," and so forth.
It is very observable, that so distinct did the Kings of England consider
the two nations, that in three royal titles Frallce was made to i"terrene
therein between England and In:land. It was owing to the act of settle.
ment, and not through any gift of heaven, that the House of Hanover
IIIOUJlted the throne of Great Britain.
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VI. Lord Castlereagh had been more than seven years

in the Irish Parliamcnt, but was undistinguished. In
private life, his honourable condnct, gentlcmanly habit,s,
and engaging demeanour, were exemplary. Of hISpublIc
life, the commencement was patriotic, the progress cor-
rupt, and the termination criminal. His first public essay
was a motion to reform the Irish Parliament, and his last
to annihilate it. It is impossible to deny a fact so noto-
rious. History, tradition, or the fictions of romance,
contain no instance of any minister who so fearlessly de-
viated from all the principles which ought to characterize
the servant of a constitutional monarch, or the citizen of
a free country. Incontestible facts prove the justice of
this observation.

The rebellion had commenced on the 23d of May,
1798, and on the 22d of January, 1799, a union was pro-
posed. '1'he commercial propositions had taught Mr.
Pitt that, in a period of tranqnillity, nothing conld be
effected with the Irish Parliament by frand or delusion.
But for the terrors of the rebellion, the proposal of a
Union might have united all parties against the Govern-
ment; and Lord Cornwallis's unexampled warfare against
nine hundred Frenchmen, was evidently intended more
for terror than for victory.

Mr. Pitt's project was first decidedly announced by a
pamphlet, written by Mr. Edward Cooke, the Under-
Secretary, entitled, "Arguments for and against a Union
considered." It was plausibly written, and it roused the
people from their confidence that no English minister
dared propose, or Irishman abet, a destruction of that
independence which Ireland had possessed less than
eighteen years. Mr. Cooke was promptly replied to, by
a pamphlet, entitled, "Cease your Funning," a master-
piece of its kind, which, in the garb of wit and irony,
conveyed the most skilful reasoning, and rendered Mr.
Cooke's publication perfectly ridiculous. The author
was then most deserveclly high at the Irish bar, and is
now its first law dignitary. Itwas sent to press five days
after the first line was written. Above a hundred pamph-
lets were published on both sides of the question; but it
was some time before the whole nation could believe such
a measure dnrst be attempted.

32
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VII. The Bar in Ireland was formerly not a working
trade, but a proud profession, filled by gentlemen of birth
and fortune, who were then residents in their country.
The Government, the Parliament, every municipality
then felt the influence of that profession, whose principal
pride it always was to defend the Constitution. The
number of offices connected with the law were then com-
paratively few. The estimable Lord Lifford, at his death,
was succeeded on the woolsack by Lord Clare, who im-
mediately gave the utmost latitude to his arbitrary temper
and despotic principles as Chancellor.

He commenced his office with a splendour far exceed-
ing all precedent. He expended four thousand guineas
for a state carriage; his establishment was splendid, and
his entertainments magnificent. His family connections
absorbed the patronage of the State, and he became the
most absolute subject that modern times had seen in the
British islands. His only check was the Bar, which he
resolved to corrupt. He doubled the number of the
bankrupt commissioners; he revived some offices,created
others, aud, uuder pretence of furnishing each county
with a local judge, in two months he established thirty-
two new offices, of about six or seven hundred pounds
per annum each. His arrogance in court intimidated
many whom his patronage could not corrupt; and he had
no doubt of overpowering the whole profession.

A meeting of the Bar, however, to discuss the Union,
was called on the 9th of December, 1799, at the Exhibi-
tion Room, .William-street, and Mr. Smith, as the father
of the Bar, was voted in the chair. Among those who had
called the meeting were fourteen of the King's counsel-
E. Mayne, W. Saurin, W. C. Plunket, C. Bushe, 'V.
Sankey, B. Burton, J. Barrington, A. .lWCartney, G.
O'Farrell, J. O'Driscoll, J. Lloyd, P. Burrowes, R. JeLb,
and H. Joy, Esquires.

Mr. Saurin opened the debate. His speech was vapid,
and his resolution unpointed; but he had great influence
in his profession. He was a moderate Huguenot, and
grandson of the great preacher at the Hague; he was
an excellent lawyer, and an amiable, pious Christian. He
was followed by Captain Spencer. of the barristers
cavalry.
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Mr. Saint George Daly, a briefless barrister, was the
first supporter of the Union. Of all men he was the
least thought of for preferment; bnt it was wittily ob-
served, "that the Union was the first brief Mr. Daly had
spoken from." He moved an adjournment.

Mr. Thomas Grady was the Fitzgibbon spokesman-
a gentleman of independent property, a tolerable lawyer,
an amatory poet, a severe satirist, and an indefatigable
quality-hunter. He had written the "Flesh Brush," for
Lady Clare; the "'Vest Briton," for the Union; the
"Barrister," for the Bar; and the "Nosegay," for a
banker at Limerick, who sued him successfully for a
libel.

"The Irish," said Mr. Grady, "are only the rump of
an aristocracy. Shall I visit posterity with a system of
1car, pestilence, and famine?" No! no! give me a
Union. Unite me to that country where all is peace,
and order, and prosperity. 'Yithout a Union we shall
see embryo chief-judges, attorneys general in perspective,
and animalcula seljeants. All the cities of the south and
west are on the Atlantic Ocean, between the rest of the
world and Great Britain; they are all for it-they must
all become warehouses: the people are Catholics, and
they are all for it," &c. &c. &c. Such an oration as Mr.
Gradv's had never before been heard at a meeting of
lawyers of Europe.

1\11'. John Beresford, Lord Clare's nephew and pm:se-
bearer followed. as if for the charitable purpose of takmg
the la~gh from' ~1r.Grady, in which he perfectly suc-
ceeded, hy turning it on hil~1self. 1\11'. Bere~ford after-
"\\Tardsbecame a parson, and ISnow Lord I?eclcs.. i

l\:1r. Goold said-" There are 40,000 Bntlsfl troops In
Ireland, and with 40,000 bayonets, at .my breast, the
minister shall not plant another SICIlyIn th: ?os~m ~f
the Atlantic. I want not the assistance of dlvme msp1-

• Nothing could be more unfortunate than this crvd';::;"'~~
Mr. Grady. as the very three evils, wm:. pesti,l~.::: ate lICil"Yisilintr
1e lec!an',\ a unIon would avert. ha'7 8m~ ..~''''....l.nd to avert de- ,
L l . 1 trv' whIch has receIved .... .-. ~ ••• _ ...
the IIn;".I1Pt colin ,'. 'h' h th resdlt 01' that UnlOll was a -rag

1 - tint lamn" \\ IC e f Greal BritAiA. dleyIX)!,,,!a!1'1l1 ,\ "1 t Iwith the latc plague. rom.
cause oj: ant\. llHJ( \I a ~('e oi Ira r bv the Briti1lh legisla1ure.
are noW declared III a s.a •...•
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ration to foretell. for I am enabled by the visible and lIn-
erring" dl'lllnmt~ations of nature to' assert, that Ireland
was destined to be a free and imlependent nation. Our
patent tn be a state, not a shire, comes direct from heaven.
The Almighty has, in majestic characters, signed the
gre:lt charter of our ilHlepel1Llence. The gre:lt Creator
of the world has given our belm'eel country the gigantic
outlines of a kingdom. The God of nature never in-
tended that Ireland should be a province, and byG--
she never shall."

The assembly burst into a tumult of applause; a repe-
tition of the words came from many mouths, and many
an able Iawyer swore hard upon the subject. The divi-
SIOn was-

Against the Fnion,
In favour of it,

Majority, 134

VIII. Thirty-two was the precise number of the
comlty judges, and of this minority the following persons
were attcrwards l'cwarded ii)r their aelhercncc to Lord
Clare :-
List of Barrister" tl'lto s((pporter! t!,e Un io il , and their rcspectit'e

rcu'nrds.
Per Annum.

King's
£3300

1. Mr. Charles Osborn, appointed a Judge of the
Bench,

2. Mr, Saint John Daly, appointed a Judge of the King's
Bench,

3. Mr. 'William Smith, appointed Baron of the Exchequer,
4. Mr. M'Cleland, appointed Baron of the Exchequer,
5. Mr. Rolle. Johnson, appointed Judge of the CommonTh~ __
6. Mr. William Johnson appointed Jud"ooeof the Common

Pleas, - - _
7. Mr. Torrens, appointed Judge of the Common Pleas _
8. Mr. Vandeleur, appointed a Judge of the King's Be~ch,
9. Mr. Thomas Maunsell, a County Judge,

10. Mr. \Villiam Turner, a County Judge,
11. Mr. John Scholes, a County Judge,
12. Mr. Thomas Vickers, a County Judge
13. Mr. J. Homan, a County Judge,
14. Mr. Thomas Grady, a County Judge,
15. lh. John Dwyer, a County Judge,

3300
3300
3300
3300
3300
3300
3300
600
600
600
600
600
600
600
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1200
400
500
400
500
800
800

5000
800

5000

Per Annum.
£600

600
600
600
600
600
600
600

16. Mr. George Leslie, a County Judge,
17. Mr. Thomas Scott, a County Judge,
18. Mr. Henry Brook, a County Judge,
19. lVIr. James Geraghty, a County Judge, -
20. Mr. Richard Sharkey, a County Judge,
21. Mr. William Stokes, a County Judge,
22. Mr. William Roper, a County Judge,
23. Mr. C. Garnet, a County Judge,
24. 1\1r. Jemison, a Commissioner for the distribution of one

million and a half Union compensation, -
25. Mr. Fitzgibbon Henchy, Commissioner of Bankrupts,
26. Mr. J. Keller, Officer in the Courl of Chancery, -
27. Mr. P. "V. Fortescue, 1\1. P. a secret pension, -
28. Mr. W. Longfield, an officer in the Custom House,
29. lVIr. Arthur Brown, Commission of Inspector,
30. Mr. Edmund Stanley, Commission of Inspector,
3\. Mr. Charles Ormsby, Council to Commissioners Value,
32. Mr. William Knott, M. P. Commission of Appeals, •
33. Mr. Henry Deane Grady, Council to Commissioners Value,
34. Mr. John Beresford, his father a title.

Soon after this decision, Sir Jonah Barrington resigned
his commission as an officer of the Barrister's Cavalry,
and the corps shortly after ceased to act.

"Letter from Sir Jonah Barrington to Captain Saurin
Barristers' Cavalry."

"Merrion Square, January 20th, 1799.

"Permit me to resign, through you, the commission
which I hold in the Lawyers' Cavalry; I resign it with
the regret of a soldier, ,who knows his du.ty to his King,
yet feels his ~uty. to .hls country, and Will depart from
neither but with hIS hfe.

"That blind and fatal measure proposed by the Irish
Go~-ernment, to extinguish the political pxistence of Ire-
land to surrender its legislature, its trade, its dearest
rights, and proudest prerogati,-es, into the hands of a
British minister, and a British council, savours too much
of that foreign principle, against the pre.va~ling influence
of which the united powers of Great BntaUJ and Ireland
are this moment combating, and as evidently throws open
to the British empire the gate of that seducllve po~jtJcal
innovation, which has already proved the grave ot half
the governments of Europe.

32-
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" Consistent therefore, .with my loyalty and my oath, I
can no longer eontimw subject to the indefinite and un-
foreseen commands of a military gOI'ernment, which so
madly hazards the integrity of the British empire, and
existence of the British constitution, to crush a rising
nation, and aggrandize a despotic minister.

" Blinded by my zealous and hereditary attachment to
the establisheu government and British connection, I saW
not the absolute nccessity of national unanimity, to secure
constitutional freedom, I see it now, und trust it is not
yet too late to cstablish both.

"I never will abet a now developed system, treacherous
and ungrateful, stimulating two sects against each other,
to enfeeble both, and then making religious feuds a pre-
text for political slavery.

"Rejecting the experiment of a reform, and recom-
mending the experiment of a revolution.

"Kindling catholic expectation to a blaze, and then
extinguishing it for ever.

"Alternately disgusting the rebel and the royalist, by
indiscriminate pardon, and indiscriminate punishment.

"Suspenuing one code of laws, and adjudging by
another without authority to do either; and when the
country, wearied by her stmggles for her King, slumbers
to refresh and to regain her vigour, her liberty is treach
erously attempted to be bOllnd, and her pride, her security,
and her independence, are to be buried alive in the tomb
of national annihilation.

"Mechanical obedience is the duty of a soldier, but
active uninfluenced integrity the indispensable attribute
of a legislator, when the preservation of his country is in
q~estion, and as the same frantic authority, which me-
dItat~s our civil annihilation, might in the same frenzy
m~dl~ate military projects from which my feelings, my
prmclples, and my honour might revolt, I feel it right to
separate my c.ivil and military functions; and, to secure
the honest unmterrupted exercise of the one I relinquish
the indefinite subjection of the other. l

~'Ireturn the arms I received from government-I re-
ceIved them pure, and restore them not dishonoured .

." I shall now resume my civil duties with zeal and
Wlth energy, elevated by the hope. that the Irish Parlia-
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ment, true to itself, and honest to its country, will never
assume a power extrinsic of its delegation, and will con~
vmce the British nation that we are a people equally im-
pregnable to the attacks of intimidation, or the shameless
practice of corruption.

"Yours, &c.
"JOXAH BARRINGTON,

" Lieut. L. Cavalry.
"To 'YILLIA:\r SAURIN, Esq.

" CO'lnmandant Lawyers' CQrps."

The Right Honourable James Fitzgerald, then prime-
serjeant, was dissmissed from office, having peremptorily
refused to vote for the Union. The office of prime-ser-
jeant, unknown in England, in Ireland took precedence
of the Attofllcy and Solicitor General. The emoluments
were very great; :\11'.Saint George Daly was immedi.
ately rewarded by that office, to the duties of which he
was totally incompetent, never having been in any con-
siderable practice at the bar.

A meeting was then called to express to Mr. Fitzgerald
the thanks of his profession for his disinterested patriot-
ism, never was there a mor2 just and honourable tribute
paid to an hOllest public character.

The bar had also determined, that the precedence in
the courts should b0 continued to NIl'.Fitzgerald; to this
Lord Clare would not accede, and he treated the subject
with great arro:;ance in his court. That session con-
cluded without any other meeting of the profession.

The day after that debate. )'11'.Saint George Daly dre,v
up a protest of the minority, some of whom refllsed to
sign it: he got some substillltes, so as to keep up his
number of thirty-two, hilt Ilot one perSOllof prot•.'ssional
eminence, of public character, or independence, appeared
in the wbole nlllnbcr: it was universally ridiculed, but
Mr. Daly carrit'rl his object-his own promotion.

Five of the debates on the Union in the Irish Com-
mons cOlllpris\'d every thing of the first importance upon
the suhject; of these, three took place in January, 1799,
whilst men were impressed with the horrors of the rebel-
lion ami the fears of a French invasion. The debates of
1800 were after the Parliament had been packed through
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the Place Bil!. The competence of Parliament to relin-
quish the Constitution, and their own existence, was dis-
cllssed with extraordinarv ahilitv.

IX. The first debate took place on the 22nd January,
1799, and lasted till cleyen o"clock in the morning of the
23rd, or twenty-two hours. The Government obtained
a majority of only one and that hy the palpable seduction
of Mr. Fox. The second dph:lte commenced at five
o'clock on the same day, and continned till late in the
moruing of the 2,1th, wllCn, the country being roused, the
Treasury Bench was llllPxpectedly defeated.

The speech from the Viceroy, delivered on the open-
ing of the session, which gave rise to the debate of 22nd
January, recommended---" the unremitting industry with
which om enemies persevere in their avowed design of
endeavoming to etfect a separation of this kingdom from
Great Britain, must have engaged yonr particular atten-
tion, and His Majesty commands me to express his anx-
ious hope that this consideration, joined to the sentiment
of mutual affection and common interest, may dispose
the Parliaments in both kingdoms to providp, the most
effectual means of maintainillg and improving a con-
nection esspntial to their conllnon s(curitv, and of consoli-
dating as filr as possible into one finn aild lasting fabric,
the strength, the power and the resources of the British
empire." The <Hldre~sto that speeeh, almost an echo,
was moved by Lord Tyrone, who thus stamped for him-
self an eternal impressiou on the annals of Irdand. He
was the eldest son of the Marquis of ~Waterford, a keen
and haughty nobleman, possessed of that local influence
which rank, extensive conncctions, unlimited patronage,
and ostentatious establishments are almost ccrtain to ac-
quir~: inflated with aristocratic pride and blinded by
egohsm, he became a powerful instrument of Lord Clare's
a':llbition, whilst he conceived that he was only gratifying
hiS own. Lord Clare, at that period, had covered the
surface of the nation with the partisans of the Beresfords
and himself, and no family ever possessed so many high
and .lucrative el~ployments; they. had 1I0 talent, no public
servIces, no politIcal honesty, which should have entitled
them to the authority they exercised over their sovereign
and country.
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Lord Tyrone, an automaton of Lord Clare, possessed
plain manners, an open countenance, a slothful unculti-
vate? z.nind,ynsusceptible of any refined impressions, or
patn?tlc fccllllgs; the example of his relatives gave him
no stImulus beyond that of lucrative patronage. \Vhat-
ever were his individual opinions upon the Union, his
vapid, disingenuous, and arrogant speech evinced that
he was not calculated to give weight to his family: his
speech had been written by his friends, and, concealing
it in the crown of his hat, he took a glance at it when at
a loss: the exhibition, 011 such a subject, was too dis-
gusting to be ridiculous: Lord Clare, on this occasion,
exhibited the voracity of his ambition. The ancient and
proud house of Beresford were, on that night, cringing
as the vassals of an arrogant and splendid upstart.

The address was seconded by ./VIr. Robert Fitzgerald,
of Corkbeg, an eldcrly country gentleman; he had an
honest character, blunt, candid manners; and though he
had not talent, he could deliver himselfwith some strength
and with the appearallce of sint:crity. His speech on
this occasion was short and feeble. He had been art-
fully seduced as a lure to the country gentlemen, by
Lord Cornwallis's assuring him that, in the event of the
Union, a royal dock-yard would be built near Cork,
which would double the value of his estates.

In every debate upon that measure, it was insisted
upon that the P~rliament w;a~ incompetent, even t? ~n-
tertain the questIOn of the l'llIon; such was the OpllllOll
of :Mr. Saurin, since Attorney General; 3Ir. Plunket,
since Lord Chancellor; Serjeant Ball, the ablest lawyer
of Ireland; J\II. Fitzgerald, Prime Sergeant of Ireland i
l\Ir. 3100re, since a J ndge: Sir John Parnell, then Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer: ::\Ir.Buslw, since Chief J~lsticej
and Lord Oriel, the then Speaker of the House ol Com-
mons. Nearly every unbribed or unintlnenced member
of the learned profession adopted the doclrllle of which
these learned and able men were the unqualified organs.
Lord Glenhervif', in his fiunous speech in ~J.V{lllT of the
Cnton, ill the EU:!ilishHouse of Co~mons, )Ill 1800, ex-
pressed his surpnse that Messrs. ~aufIll, I hllll-et.. aud
Barrington, could reason upon so ulltenable a poslllOfI.
He adinitted their sincerity, but consHlered them not
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very clear in their intellects. His own speech was splen-
didly printed, but was miserahly hea'T The Irish Union
materially changed the representation of England, and
altered the letter and spirit of the Scotch treaty; Ireland,
however, was alone disfranchised.

Mr. John Ball, Member for Drogheda, who gave his
unqualified opinion as to the legal and constitutional in-
capacity of the Commons to enact an Union, was the
ablest lawyer of his day, and one of the purest characters,
public and private, that had ever flourished in Ireland;
amiable and consistent in every station and in every ca-
pacity, combining spirit and mildness, fortitude and mo-
deration; he was cast in one of the finest moulds of
firmness and patriotism. Dnring his progress from com-
parative obscurity to the attachment and highest esteem
of his profession, and of the public, he evinced an inde-
pendence above all temptation. Though the ablest
lawyer of his day, he was passed over in all Lord Clare's
promotions.
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CHAPTER XXV.

383

The three leading arguments used in Parliament in favour of a l'nion-
Arguments of the. Anti'{jnionists-i\'ot England which quelled the
msurrechon-EnglIsh mIlItIa never acted III Irelancl-:\Ir. \\'Illiam
Smith supports the Union-Corrupt conduct of Mr. Trench and Mr.
Fox-Mr. Trench palpably gained over-:\Ir. Trench recanted what
he had a few moments before declared-The Place Bill and its unfor-
tunate effects-Mr. Fox created a Jud!!:e of the Common Pleas for his
tergiversation-Originally a Whig-:\Iade a falsedecJaration to avoid
being counted-Elfect of the Place Bill-liis second deception-Con-
duct of Mr. Cooke and Admiral Pakenham-:\Ir. Marshall's dis:rrace-
ful conduct-Debate commenced--Great popularity of the Speaker-
Lord Castlereagh's policy-Sir John Parnell denied the compftence of
both the King; and the Parliament to enact a l'nion-:\Ir. Tighe the
same-Great e!fect of Mr. POIl-onl,,"s -peech-Hemarkahle agitation-
Description of the scene-Lord Castleremrh's "iolent :-pecch-.-\ttack
on Mr. Ponsonby-:\Ir. Ponson!.y's sarcastic reply-Lord Ca5tle-
reagh's desperation-Mr. John E.gan attacks :\Ir. \\,ij]iam Smith-Sir
Laurence Parsons made a most able and eloquent speech-:\Ir. Fred-
erick Falkiner nothing could corrupt-Prime Sergeant Fitzgerald dis-
missea-:\Ir. Plunket's speech-Spirited speech of Co1. O'Donnell-
Second shameful tef!l:iversation of :\Ir. Trench, created Lord Ashtown
-:\Iost important Incident in the annars of Ireland-State of the
House of Commons----:\Ir. Fortescue's fatal speech-:\!r. French and
Lord Cole seceded-John Claudius Beresjord-E.xtraorclinary change
in the feelings of the House-Sarra<tic remark oj Sir Henry Caven-
dish-Great popularity of the ~peaker-Joy ana exultatlOn of the
people-Singular anecdote oi :\!r. :-'!artin-."fectIn!r of th.e Lord&-
Their iniatuation--Conduct of Lord C1are-l npopulanty 01 the Imh
Peers-Two Bishop~, Down and Limerick. oPI,'sed h,m--Character
of the Bishop of DO"'ll-Commi"<inn of Coml'en-at;nn-Sut .....fJUf.nt
proceeding's of the Yicero\' anll LorJ Ca<t!f-rr'a!rh~:-Ru;noll< cnnse-
quence of :\Ir. Fortr<cue's conduct-:lli"1akrn cnn,:lIcl ot the Antl-
Unionists----Their embarra.<sment-Ha,l etfects of :\Ir. Fortescue's con-
duct-The Catholics-State of partie,;.

I. IT would he impossible to do justice to the brilliant
eloquence, and unanswerable reasoning, by willch thiS
measure was combated. Even a short abstract of the
speeches delivered on that momentous q\lf:~tiou would
swell this volume beyond Its mtended hnllt~: those
speeches will be the sllhj~ct of a future pnhli,'ution.
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At present, it must snffice to state the abstract points on
which the argllments of Go.-ernment for annexation were
founded, and those by which they \\"ere so ably, and un-
answerably refuted. First, the distracted state of the
Irish Xation, its religious dissensions, and the consequent
danger of a separation, unless protpcted ham so imminent
a peril, by the lllcorporation \.-ith Great Britain, and the
incapacity of the Irish legislature alone to avert the dan-
gers of the country, and preserve the constitution.
Secondly, the great commercial advantLlges of a Union
which mllst eventually enrich Ireland, by an extension
of its commerce, the influx of British capital, and the
confidelJce of England in the stability of its institutions,
when guaranteed by the Union. Thirdly, the Govern-
ment pressed with great zeal the example of Seotland,
which had so impronxl, and become so rich and pros-
perons, after its amwxation; a precedent which must
convince the Irish of the incalculable advantages, which
must ensue from a similar incorporation.

Many other arguments, but of a minor description,
were nrged hy the purchased partisans of Government.
But the leading points whir:!t elicited the splendid elo-
quence, the reasoning and the high spirit of its oppo-
nents, were exemplified by the argument of Mr. George
Ponsonby.

II. Sir Lawrence Parsons, and many others in reply,
not only animated, but convinc"d the assembly; the facts
were too strong to he refuted, [hat the cOllntry had b~en
worked up by the English minister to terrify the Insh
gentry into a resubmission to whose shackles from which
the spirit of the Volunteers. and of the nation, had but a
few years before released t1~em. They asked what could
the Union do, which could not be done without it '?

~hat there was no species of aid, no auxiliary power
whIch England could afford to Ireland, either to restore
or secure her tranquillity, that Ireland had not fully within
her own reach and power. She had men-she had means
-she had arms-she had spirit-she had loyalty-all in
her. domestic circle sufficient to restore her to peac~,
whICh had, for a moment, been interrnpted by the machI-
nations of those who would now take advantage of their
own treachery. The Irish Parliament had within her
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own walls the power of reconciling religious differences
restoring peace or putting down insurrection, [.:u mor~
effectually than the English Government could pretend
to possess.

It was argned that the insnrrection, first organized and
fostered hy }lr. Pitt, and protracted bv Lorei' ( 'ornwallis
had been suppressed by the active ze~tl and measures of
the Irish Parliament; and that the introduction of f()['(:igll
and mercenary Germans, to immolate the Irish, inst':ad
of tending to extinguish, added fuel to the conflagration,
and exclleu the stronge:;:t feelings of retaliation; nor
could the people of independent lrebnd brook the idea
of being cut down by Welshmen.

Ill. It was not to the arms of England, bnt to the dis-
tinguisheclloyalty of the Irish Commons, awl the prompt
awl vigorous measures of the Irish Parliament, that the
speed);' t!;rInlnation of that insurrection was to be attri-
buted. The En[[lish }lilitia were brought 0\'81', after
the contest lwd nearly ended. and neverhred a shot in
Ireland. They condC\cted th~mscln's \\'it1l decorum and
due discipline, and retumed to England 1\'itl1 at least as
good a character as they left it. The German mercena-
ries who were wantonly imported, as if to teach barbarity
to the Irish insurgents, amply experienced by their O\\'U

blood the expertness of their pupils, and only nggr:lxated
that people whom they had been brought to conqner.

The argnment therefore, that the Irish legislature had
not slltlicient pO\\Tr to protect itselt~ "'as llnl'lUnded and
fallacious, and only inycnted to kecp np and an;mcnt the
terrors of the Irish gentry.

The s,;cond ::rronnd of argnment used bv the supporters
of the Union. w::!reat COnlll\"rcial ad\':lllta!I"S, appNlrcd
still more 6Iiacit111s: its deception \\';IS t'X' p~tlpable to
deceive the most i::rtlOrantof tlte pen)'\.'.

IV. The proposers of the l'ni,)j\ \\'1:1'1' ask.:d. what were
the commercial al!\'allt:ures \\'hi,,1t Ireland could poSSIbly
gain bv a l'nion, that sh.:might not e'lnallyaltainthrough
1;er o\vn Parlialw'nt withont Oll"! .'-ill.. was all mdepcn-
dent nation, she had an indepcndellt le1tislaturc, sl\!' IIlHrht
rC<J'n!all'111't' own taritis and c()l!(lul't her CO!llllll'I,(,f'l)y her
O\~Il statutI's; the rcciprt1c,d CO:lIlf'di()!1(It tl\l' two conn-
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tries was an equal object to the commercial interests of
both.

The non-importation and non-consumption resolutions
of Ireland had once brought back the English monopolists
to their reason; the same power remained \\-ith the Irish
people. If she could resist commercial restraints in 1782,
with tenfold more facility she could resist them in 1800;
she could trade with more success, because she had since
learned the rudiments of commerce, from a participation
in which the avarice of monopolists and the unjust jea-
lousies of Great Britain had theretofore excluded her.

The crafty prediction that English capital would flow
into Ireland, when a Union was effected, was a visionary
deception. For more capital would be annually with-
drawn from Ireland by the emigration of the landeu. pro-
prietors in consequence of Union, than could be gained by
any accession of British capital. Ireland was an agricul-
tural country; her natural fertility pointed out to her the
true source of her internal employment and the proper
subjects of her external commerce; and when the famine
which the slightest stagnation of trade causes amongst
the manufacturers of the first towns of England, the de-
crepitude of their meagre operatives, the wretched enerva-
ting slavery to which the necessity of the parents and the
brutality of the manufacturer condemn the infants of that
nation, are considered, it would make a sutlieicnt reply to
either the certainty or the consequence of British capital.

Y. The third and most deceptious argument of the
Union supporters, because the most plausiLle, was the
precedent of Scotland, and the great advantages derived
by her in consequence of her Union.

Of all the false reasoning, mis-stated facts, fallacious
premises, and unfounded conclusions, that any position
ever was attempted to be supported on, the arguments
founded on the Scottish precedent were the most errone-
ous, and no deception ever was more completely and
fully detected than by the speeches made in the Irish
Parliament ill 1799 and 1800, and by several ahle pam-
phlets, which, at that period, flowed in full tide upon the
public .•

• !W0 .pamphlets, and a Bpeech of Mr. Goold at the Bar ml"eting
pablished In 1799, go very ably into all thOM Bubject.t.



OF THE IRISH NATION. 387

These replies, heing founded on matters of fact and at-
tested hy incontrovertible records, put at ollce a decisive
conclnslOll to cvery argllJrlent drduced bv the advocates
of Cnion, from that slIhject. -

First, as to mattcrofbct, :';cot1:!lHl :lllll Trehnd in their
relatioll with England, stood all :!rouuds di,illlctrically
Opposite to each other on e\Try point that could warrant
a Cnion on tlw aile side, or r~j('ct it all thl' o!lwr.

Scotland and Englall(l fonnill2 onlv olle Island, di\'idcd
by a frontier, many"parts of which a rnan conld si"p m"er,
had c\'cr b"en in a state of sanguinary war/;lre. The
facility of invasion on hath sides. left no moment of a.
certaiil undisturbed tranqnillity ioeither, Tlwir inroads
were incessant. their rerol1riliations, on1\- th" forenInll"r
of new contest~, interrnpted by short inlclTals of pcaee,
until the a,'cession of "Ian'. She had heell Oncrn of
France. and on her return 'to hpr nati\"(~ COIUltlT, intro-
duced ,{ FrcllC'h cOllnection \\"ith SCiltbnd, \\"hi,'h ~ddcd to
ihe excitcment of both n,dinns, ,11ld natmalh- illcr"~lscd
the apprehensions of Emdallli t'!'Olll the l,;)\\"er"of a llf'i:;h-
bour, so supported as Scotland the.n mllst h3 \'C hel'lJ.

The two crowns \\'ere united in the pc1',on of James
the First; and in the reign of Charles, thc Scottish army
rcnounced their allegiancc and sold their King, and sur-
rendered him to his enemies, and eventually to the exe-
cutioner. It \\'as considered b" King- Wit/iam Ill., \\"11('\1
he llsurped the British throlle, th~lt ii they so acted
l,v one Kin~, thev mirdlt do so b,. ~lIIother. alld his S:lll-
g~lillary COlldllct 'to\\"Clrds Ihat coillltr~'. still widelled the
breach bptween the t\\"o natlollS. At If'll!:!:th the )"('12Uof
Anne hrou2hl the l[ncstion pI' Cnion forward, Hot as ill
Ireland,'a lucre ,oIUIltary discn.-;sioll, but onc of absolute
llecessil\'.

VI. liad Anne died childless, t!w <'rO\I"IIS mu<;/ ha,e
been sel'cred, awl th:lt of :-;,'otbll'l, IIY d"SC"111. \\'ould
han~ 20nc to the Scottish 1)1;]\" 'lt' I hmiltoll, as Han-
OYer \\';IS. on th(~ d('lllisc of his late .\/:JjI'Sl!'. s"paTah',l
flOll! Ellzlalld, This importallt !:lCt pU,lS all elld to all
comp:tri;"OIlS bet\\'CCll the rcbti\'c statc 01 the two ('(HllI-

ili"s,] '1 1 1The ;-;,.ottish P,H1i;llllClll. h) put a Il I'll' t."II,: 011"ts
011 the subject 01 separatioll, pas-;eJ all .\0'[ cntllu',] tl:e
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Act oj seI'urity. By that statnte, the Scottish Parliament
enacted tbat tll(' C!'l)\\'n(If S,'otlawl SbOllld J/c/'cr be Il'orn
by the sallie Jlollarch as that oj ElIgl((J/(I. By tbe Irish
Parliament it '\'as enacted that the t\\'O crowns should
" et"er" be 'ICOrtL by the same 11Jonarch and ne\'er dis-
1mited.

YII. Thus it incontestibly appears by an ~tct of Scot-
land herself, that without a Scottish enion England and
Scotland thOll2,'hthe same island, lI/llst in a short space
of time havc lleen constitutionally severed, and governed
by diil8rcnt and distinct monarchs for CI'er, whereas Ire-
land, though a ditlcrent and distinct island, with a great
interveuillS sea, had decided the very TCVcrSC of Scotland,
and had united herself indissolnbly and voluntarily to
England, by a mutnal fcderative compact, both crowns
to be for evcr worn hy the same Monarch.

How the supporters of the Irish Union, therefore, could
have the face to call in the Scottish Union as a prece-
dent, to show the necessity of an Irish Union, can only
be accounted for by that voluntary blindness, and pre-
meditated ahsence of all candour and liberctlity, which
are the inseparable companions of political (ldinql1ency.

But, in f~let, the sllpporter.~ of an Irish Union were
themscl ves the gre~test enemies to British connection, for
this clear and olJ\'iOlls reason; the Scottish Union was a
matter of state necessity j the connection of England and
Ireland a mutual international compact, and as snch
equally binding, sacred, and inviolable, on both sides;
and as the principle of all international as well as indi-
vidual contracts, is binding just so long as the mutual
compacts are adhered to. Such a mutual, sacred, and
international compact, voluntarily, constitutionally, and
legally guaranteed by both legislatures, confirmed by the
King of both countries in his double capacity, and touch-
ed by his sceptre, had been enacted and did exist between
England and Ireland long previous to the measure of a
Union, so pressed on Ireland by England; such a Union
was therefore a direct unequivocal infraction, of that in-
ternational treaty, and federative compact, the mutual
and inviolable adherence to which, in all its provisions,
Was the only valuable consideration to Ireland.

It was truly argued, that in this point of view, there-
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fore no similarity existed between the position of Scotland
and of Irelancl, when the Irish nobles were cashiered of
their hereditary honom, and the Irish people plnndered
of t.wo thirds of their cOllstitntional ]'C'p]'rsrlltati()n.

'III. Anotller fact statecl, ;Jud most ahly n'asoned on
during the debates on the Irish 1'IJioll to )ll:,)\'e tlJ(' absnr~
dity of the attemptecl cornpctrisou, was tll:lt tllf' ~('ottish
and Irish Parliaments, at that period, had in thcir onrcll1i-
zation and proceedings no Silllilitude \\'hatso('ver;- the
Lords and Commons of Scotland fonnccl but one ehal~lbcr,
the representatives of the people (such Cl.Sthey wrre) and
the Peers called the hereditary counsellors of the crown
sat mingled and yoted together promiscuously; nothing
like the British constitution evell ill theory existed in
Scotland; church, state, and legislation had no analogy j
two countries, therefore, possessing such incongruolls
materials of legislatioll, and a species of im}lerium in
imperio, entirely inconsistent with the ronsti1\ltioll of the
superior lJatioll, coulclnot continuc to exist in thc sal11e
island, without the daily probability of coili"ion, and the
danger of hostilities, aidrcl by the bcllity of innlsj(ln by
either country; this condition imperatively required some
means to avert so probable and imminent a danger to both
countries.

1'10 sllch dangers, however, existed as to Ireland; and
if she had not been politically excited by the BntIsh
minister, and by the example of Em,land and Scat laud,
or even after that cxcitement had subsided, and put an pud
to. hac! she been perruitted to rest and rl'~ain her tran-
q,iillity and rigour, and proper measures had been then
adopted to coutintle that tran'lllllirty, no cou~ltry on earth
hac! morc eClpabllities, and ne) rorllltry III Lmope would
haye been more prosper(lu~, trauquIL and happy, than
misgoverned Ireland ...

'l'he grand aud fundamental 1'1»111. wlJlrh was then
urged, r~a~oued upou, ani! \\'hich nf"'f'r h~s, rind never
can be relnted, was the lllCOl1lpeteuce of I arhament to
betra,' its trust ',"hilst the first elemC'nts of the BnlJsh
constitution exist that principle is Jts ~ure~t prnteetl()n;
the elltire incompetence of reprcscnlatll"'." "Ie,'ted by tIle

I.' tll1'1'['(If'loa~t('c! trll"tees to ref)rt'~ent thenl IIIpeop e, as. <:::" ..... 'd
the great national inquest and as such trustees, an

33'
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guardians, to preserve the rights and constitution so
entrusted to them, inviolate; and at the expiration of the
term of that trust. deliver hack their trust to their con-
stituents, as they i'eceived it, to be replaced in their own
hands, or of other trustees for another term. But they
had, and could have no power to betray their tIUst)
convert it to their own corrupt purposes, or transfer the
most valuable of all funds, an independent constitution,
the integrity of which they became trustees solely for the
purpose of protecting ..

This being a fnndamental principle of British law, IS
placed under the protection of the Judges j and the very
essence, first principle and element of British equity, IS
placed under the protection of the Chancellor. That high
functionary, ill his double capacity, of the first judge of
the country, and also the adviser of the King in all cases
within his jurisdiction, is bound to support by authorities,
that principle which forms the only safeguard to the
British Constitution.

IX. Many of the ablest lawyers of 1799 and 1800
justly estimated fi)1' their deep knowledge, great talents,
and incorruptible integrity, gave hOlh in am] out of Par-
liament HlHllwJified aud decided opinions, which are too
important not to be recorded; they entirely denied the
competence of the Irish C:ommons, to pass or even to
receive any act of Union extiugnishing their own existence
and betraying the trusts they were delegated to protect.
When the names of Saurin, Ponsonby, Plunket, Ball,
Bushe, Clll'ran, Burrowes, Fitzgerald, A. Moore, &c. are
found supporting that doctrine by their learning, their
public character, and their legal reputation; and such
men as Grattan, Parsons, Forbes, Parnel, O'Hara, &c. &c.
united with Corry, Clements, Caulfield, Cole, Kings-
bOrough, &c., and the flower of the young Irish nobles, in
the Commons Hous~ of Parliament; it is impossible not
to acced~ to a doctnn~, s.npported by every principle of
law, eqmty, and constItutIOn.

This great fact, therefore (and the irrefraO"ableautho-
rities on which it rests are repeated, and spread over many
~arts of this short history), necessarily produces a deduc-
tlon, more. intri~sically important, and involving more
grave consIderatIons, than any other that can arise upo:1
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this subject. From these principles, it follows as a
corollary, that the Act of Union carried by such means
was in itsclf a nullity abinitio, and a fraud npon the thel~
existing constitution; amI if a nullity in 1800, it is incon-
trovertible that nothing afterwards did, or possibly could
validate it in 183:3. '

No temporary assent, or in this case submission, could
be deduced as an argument, no lapse of time, unless by
proscription (beyond which the memory of man runneth
not), can ever establish any Act originally illegal; no
limitation through lapse of time, can bar the rights and
claims of the crown, there is no limitation, through lapse
of time, to the church, no limitation through lapse of time,
can bar the chartered right of even a petty corporation;
and i1 fortiori, no lapse of time can legalize any act hostile
to the rights of a free people, or extinguish the legislature
of an independent nation. In that point of view, there-
fore, no legislati'T union ever was constitutionall V enacted
between tflC two countries ..

But considering that question in another point of view,
it is the invariable principle of all international law, that
the infraction of a solemn treaty, on the one side, dis-
penses with any adherence to the same treaty by the other,
of course, annuls both, and leaves the contracting parties
in statu quo, as they respectively stood before the treaty,
and it was thcretore argued by those able men, that the
renunciation act of the 23d George III., "recognizing
the unqualified independence of Irelaud, and expressly
stipulating and contracting that it should ellllu~e for ~\"Cr,"
was the very essence, and conSideratIOn, ot the IIlter-
national ancI' federatiye treaty; and through its infraction
bv England. hoth countries stood in tl1<'n'ry same state
a~ at ttIC pe{'iod whem En'!land rep\'~11('dher "wn qalllte
of George I., and :1dmitted .its Illll>onStltlltll'II:11IlY, allll her
own usurpation, Ireland, ot COIll"'''', relllallH'u III the same
position as she stood at tha.t period. , ..

X. From all these conSideratIOns it lIlentably ~ollows
that if throU!rh f()fCf",or fraud, or fear, or corrnpllon, III
enacting it, the Uuion was null, then ~n~ act of the Im-
perial Parliament, repealing the Act 01 lJ1IIon, \nmld be
in fact only repealing a nullity, aud restofln:I to Ireland a
legislature' she neyer had been conStltutlOnally d<'l)flvc(l
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of. It '\~rrsadmitted thrrt, hrrd the infraction of the fede-
ratin' treatv !1"l'n the act of Ireland, then this reasoning
would ha v;, lost its nlidity; but the contrary is direct
and imlisputahle,

The Fnion propositions came from England herselt~
they were rejected; she returned to the chrrrge, and forced
them upon Ireland, thOlwh at the same time the English
Parli,llnent hrrd solemnly pledged the honour, both of
themselves, and their sOI'err>i!rn,for the eternal support of
its independence, and the f('derative treaty,

These arguments, and many more, were used both in
and out of Parliament, to arrest the progress of that des-
tructil-e and [,'lithless measqre, but in vain; however, two
great events, so long aud so violently resisted for more
than a centmy, h,n~e lately been accomplished; which
give rise to constitutional questions, and have materially
changed the state both of the people and the legislature,
roused Ireland from her torpor, and brought forward
claims which had so long lain dormant. And it is by the
late measures of England herself, that the Irish people
have been led to consider that the nation was only ill a
slumher, rrnd her legislrrtme only ill abeyance,

XI. These grave and embarrassing points of constitu-
tional law, were hy variolls speeches and pamphlets com-
bated by 1\Ir. "William ~lllith (the present Baron,) who
lent the whole power of his able, and indef~ltigable genius,
to prove the omnipotence of Parliament, and combat all
the reasoning of those distinguished men, who have been
heretofore alluded to: pilfticularly Mr. Foster, against
whose doc-trine he wrote a long and laboured pamphlet.

Baron Smith's ideas and reasoning arc so metaphysi-
cally plaited and interwoven, that facts are lost sight of
in the multiplicity and minuteness of theories and dis-
tinctions, and ordinary auditors, after a most learned,
eloquent, and argumentative charge, or argument, are
seldom able to recollect a single sentence of either, (the
dogmas excepted,) after they are out of the Court HOllse.
In all his arguments. as to the omnipotence of the Irish
Parliament to surrender its legislature, he manufactures
his theories, as if the Irish Commons submitted willingly
to prostitution, and argued in principle, that if members
were purchased, it was in a market avert, and that tb"
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unconstitutionality of the sale merged in the omnipotent
majority of the purchaser.

It is to be regrctted that the lcarned Baron, who is
always able, and frequently four days in the week patri-
otic, should in 1800 have acccpted a scat on the Bench,
as a premium lor his shure of the onJ1Jipotency. The
English people would have considered the Baron's rea-
soning, for the extinction ot the Irish Parlialllellt, in a
very different point of view, if it had been used hy him
to prove the expediency of removing the British Pm'lia-
ment, to legislate in Dublin.

XII. A very remarkable incident during the first night's
debate occurred in the conduct of .Mr.Luke Fox and .Mr.
Trench, of \Voodla wn, afterwards created Lord Ashtowll.
These were the most palpable, undisguised acts of public
tergiversation and sednction ever exhibited in a popular
assembly. They afterwards became the subject of many
speeches and of m:1l1Ypnblicatiolls; and their consequenccs
turned the majority of olle in fanmr of the Jlinister.

It was suspected that .?Ill'.Trench had ll"en ll)w~ in
negociation with Lord Castlereagh, but it did not in the
early part of that night appear to have been brought to
any conclusion, his conditions were supposed to be too
extravagant. Mr. Trench, after some preliminaryobser-
vations, declared, in a speech, that he would vote agaimt
the Minister, and support .:\II'. Ponsonby's amendment.
This appeared a stunning blow to Mr. Cooke, "\\'ho had
been previously in com"ersation with ::\11'.Trench. He
was immediately observed sideling from his scat nearer to
Lord Castlereagh. They whispered eanlPstly, and, as if
restless and undecided, both looked wistfully to\\"ards ~[r.
Trench. At len2:th the matter seemed to l~~dekrlllinf.d
on .. iIlr. Cooke ~etired to a back scat, ~lIldwas o[wiously
endeavonrino- to COllnt the housC'. prohahl\' to Q\ll'SS if
they could that night dispense \\"it'; :\lr. Trel;rh's services.
He returned to Lord Castlereagh, they wluspcred, al!alll
lov;,cd most ajfectionately at ,\Ir. Tr('nch, who seemed
unconscious that he was tile snbject of their considnatioll.
But there was no time to los(', tll(' question \\'as approach-
ing, all shame was banished, they decided nn tlll~ terlllS,
alld a significant and cNtain glance. obvIOUSto I'\'('ry-
body coil\"inced )Ir. Trench that his conditIOns were.,
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agreed to. :\1r. Cooke then ,,-ent and sat down by his
side: an earnest hut ,-cry short eOll\-ersCltion took place;
a partin~ slllile completely told the house that :Hr. Trench
was that moment satisfied. These surmises were soon
verified. :\Ir. Cooke went back to Lord Castlere::tgh, a
congrawlatory nod announeed his satisfaction. But could
any man for one moment suppose that a Member of Par
liCllllent, a man of very large fortune, of respectable
family, and good ch:uacter, could be publicly, and with-
ant shame or compunction, actnally seduced hy Lord
CClstlereClgh, in the very body of the house, and under
the eye of two hundred and twenty gentlemen? Yet
this was the t:'1cl. In Clti!\\' minutes ;\11'.Trench rose, to
apologize for having indiscreetly declared he wonld sup-
port the amcllflmcllt. He adlled, tlwt he had thought
better of the suhject since he Imd 1lI1g:11ardedly expressed
himself; tlwt he had been convinced he was wrong, and
would support the Minister.

Scarcely was there a member of any party who was
not disgusted; it had, however, the effect intended hy the
desperate purchaser, of proving that JVlillisters wonkl stop
at nothing- to cllect their ohjects, however shameless or
corrnpt. This purchase of .\Ir. Trench, had a much more
fatal eflect upon the destinies ot'Ireland. His change of
sides, awl the majority of one to which it contributed,
were probably the remote causes of persevcring in. a.
Union. Mr. Trench's venality excited indignation III
every friend of Ire]and.~

Another circumstance that night proved by what means
Lord Castlereagh's majority of even one was acquired.

The Place Bill, so long and so pertinaciously sought
for, and so indiscreetly framed bv lVIr. Grattan and the
Wh!gs of Irel~nd, now, for the first time, proved the very
eng~n~ by whICh the ~Iinister upset the opposition, and
an11lhllated the ConstItution.

That bill enacted, tt.lat members accepting offices,
places, or pcnsIOns, durmg the pleasure of the Crown,

• Had Mr. Fox and Mr. Trench yoted as they professed, a majority
of three would hm'e app2ared in fayour of l\Ir. Ponsonhy.s amendment;
an~ ~glishmen will scarcely credit that any Governmei,t could, with a
majority against tbem, haye presumed to persevere in their subversion of
1M Constitution.



OF THE IRISH NATION. 395
should not sit in Parliament unless re-elected; but, un-
fortunately, the Bill made no distinction between valuable
offices which might influence, and nomiual ottices, which
might job, and the Chiltcrn Hundreds of England were,
under the title of the Escheatorships of :\Innstpr, Lein-
ster, Connaught, &c., transferred to Ireland, with salaries
of forty shillings, to be useuat pleasure hv the Spcretarv.
Occasional and. temporary seats were tlins bartered for
by Government, and by the ensning session, made the
complete and fatai instrument of packing the Parliament
and effecting a Union.

1\1r.Luke Fox, a barrister of vcry hnmble origin, of
vulgar manners, and of a coarse, harsh appcarance, was
endued with a clear, strong, and acute mind, and was
possessed of much cunning. He had acC]uireclyery con-
siderable legal information, amI was an obstinate and per-
scvering ac1\'ocatp: he had bcpn the usher of a schooL and
a sizer in Dublin Unii'crsity: but neither politics nor the
belles-lettres were his pursuit. On acquiriu'! cminencc at
the bar, he married an obscure niece of the Earl of Biy's;
he had originally professed what was called whiggism,
merely, as people supposed, because his name was Fox.
His progress was impeded by no political principles, but
he kept his own secrets well, and being a man of no im-
portance, it was perfectly indifferent to ei'ery body what
side he took. Lord Ely, pprceiving he was manageable,
returned him to Parliament as one of his automata; and
]\Ir. Fox played his part yery much to the satisfaction of
his manager.

'When ~the Union "'as announced. Lord Ely had not
made his terms, and remained 10n2"in aheY;:lI1ce: and as
his Lordship haclllot issued his orders to :\Ir. Fox. he \\'as
very uU\i'illillg to commit hilll,elf llntil 11.. c.-.uld dive
deeper into probabilities: hut ntl}!'r b,'lw\"1l12"th.' oppo-
sition would ha\'c the ma.l'mty, 1w relll:lll}!'d III the ~~y
of the HOllse with the Allti,Clliol1iQs. wh('11the diVISIOn
took place, The doors wert' scarcely lockl'd, when he
became alarmed. and slllnk, 1IIIp,'n'C1\'I'(1.Illto OUI'of th.~
dark corridors, whP1'ehe conee:lin! himself: he wa,. how-
c\'er. di,co\'ered, and th.> sPrj(,::lI1t-at-arm~wa~ onle:e.! to
bring him fortl~, to he connted amnlJg~t the Anll.llllon-
ists, his confl1~:on ,,'as Yf'TY f("n'at, and he seemed at hIS
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wit's end, at length he declared he had taken advantage
of the Place Bill; had ((ftlla!!!! ((c"PjJted the Escheator-
ship of Jllll/ster, and had thereby .. acated his seat, and
could not Yote.

The fact was doubted, but, after mnch discussion, his
eXCllse, upon his hOl/our, \Vas admitted, and he was al-
lowed to return into the corridor. 011 the nmnbers being
connted, there was a majority of aXE fiJr Lord Castlereagh,
and, exclusiyc of Mr. Trcndl's eoncluct; but for that of
J'vIr. Fox the llUmbers wonkl haxe been equal; the mea-
sure would ha\'e been negatiyed by the Speaker's vote,
and the renewal of it, the next day, have been prevented:
this ~wollid have been a most important victory ..

XIIL The 1l1ischief of the Place Bill HOW stared Its
framers in the face, and ga,'c the Secretary a code of in-
struction how to arrange a Parliament against the ensu-
ing session.

To render the circumstance still more extraordinary
and unfortunate for Mr. Fox's reputation, it was subse-
quently <liscovered, by the puhlic records, that Mr. Fox'S
assertion was false; but the fi)llowing day Lord Castle
reagh purchased him outright; and then, al/d not before,
appointed him to the nominal office of Eschmtor of l\Iun
ster, and left the seat of Lord Ely fi)r another of his crea-
tures." This is mentioned, not only as one of the most
reprehensible public acts committed dming the discussion,
but because it was the primary cause of the measure
being persisted in.

The exultations of the public on this disappointment of
the Minister knew no bounds; they reflected not, that,
next day, a new debate must endanger their ambiguous
triumph. The national character ~f the Irish, during
both the 23rd and 24th, displayed itself in full vigour.

The debate upon the report of the address, and the
pertinacity which urged the Government to a second
combat, soon roused them from their dream of security.

Both parties now stood in a difficult and precarious

• This did not conclude the remarkable acts of Mr. Fox: after his
seat had been so vacated, he g-ot himself re-elected for a Borough under
the influence of the Earl of Granard, a zealous Anti-Unionist; here he
on~ more betrayed the country, and was appointed a Judge when the
I!IlIlljeet was decided.
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predicament: the Minister had not time to gain ground
by the usual practices of the Secretary; and the q nest ion
must have been either totally relinquished or again dis-
cussed. The Opposition were, as yet, llllcertain how far
the last debate might cause any numerical alteration in
their favour; each party calculated Oil a small majority,
and it was considered that a defeat wonld be equally
ruinous to either.

It was supposed that the Minister would, according to
all former precedent, withdraw from his situation, if left
in a minority, whilst an increased majority, however
small, against the Anti-Unionists, might give plausible
grounds for future discussions.

The next day the people collected in vast multitudes
around the Honse; a strong sensation was every where
perceptible; immense numbers of ladies of distinction
crowded at an early hour, into the galleries, and uy their
presence and their gestures animated that p:ttriotic spirit,
upon the prompt energy of which alone depcmlcd the
fate of Ircl:tnd.

Secret messengers were dispatched in every direction,
to bring in loitering or reluctant nlCmbers-every emis-
sary that Government could rely upon was busily em-
ployed the entire morning; and five and thirty minutes
after four o'clock, in the afternoon of the 24th of January,
1799, the HOllse met to decide, by the adoption or rejec-
tion of the _lddress, the question of national indppen-
dence or annihilation. ",'-ithin the corridors of the House,
a shameless and unprecedented alacrity appeared among
the friends of Governmelll.

:i\Ir. Cookp, the Cnder Secretary, who, throughout all
the suhsequent stages of the question, was the pri\'ate
and etlicicnt actuary of the P:lfliamf'tltan' ~('dnClion. on
this night exceedr'd en~n himself both ill' his pnblic and
private exertions to gain over the \\'an'rJllQ' members.
Admiral Pakf'nham. a tlatnrall\' fnt'ndl\' and good-heart-
ed "elltleman that Ili!!ht at:ll'd like the (';lJltain of a press-

,.., , co I
!!ang, allLl actually hauled ill some nWIIlIlf'rs w 10 were
desirous of retiring. He had declared that Ill: would act
in allY capacity, according to the eXigencies oj hIS party;
and he did not shrink from IllS task.

A }Jy. :\Iarsh.111,of the Secretary's office (not a mem-
:.U
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her), forgot all decorum. and disgraced the cause by hIS
exploits about the entrances of the House. Others act-
ed as keepers in the cojl(:c-roo111; and no memher who
could be seduced, intimid::lted, or decei \'ed, could possibly
escape the nets that were extended to secure him.

:\01' did the leaders of Opposition remain inactive; but
the attendance of their friends being voluntary, was, of
course, precarious. The exertions of nIL Bowes Daly
and others, were, howe\"er, strenuous.

At length a hot and open canvass, by the friends of Gov-
ernment, was perceived, wherever an uncertain or relnc-
tant member could be found, or his connections discovered.

XIV. The debate commenced about seven o'clock.
Silence prevailed in the galleries; but an indecent con-
fusion and noise ran through the corridors, and frequently
excited surprise ami alarm at its continuance: it was the
momentous canvass-it was rude, sometimes boisterous,
and altogether unsual.

The Speaker at length took his chair, and his cry of
" Order! order!" obtained a profound silence. Dignifi~d
and peremptory, he was seldom disobeyed; and a chaIr-
man more despotic, from his wisdom and the respect and
affection of the members of every side, never presided
over a popular assembly.

\Vhen prayers commenced, all was in a moment
gloomy and decorous, and a deep solemnity corresponded
with the vital importance of the subject they were to de- .
termine.

This debate, in point of warmth, much exceeded the
former. Lord Castlereagh was silent; his eye ran round
the assembly, as if to ascertain his situation, and was
often withdrawn with a look of uncertainty and disap-
pointment. The numbers had a little increased since the
last division, principally by members who had not de-
clared themselves, and of whose opinions the Secretary
was ignorant.

Lord Castlereagh, however, wincing under his negative
castigation of the former evening, had now determined to
act OIl the offensive, and give, by his example, more spirit,
and zeal to his followers than they had hitherto exhibited
It was his only course, and though inoperative, it was
~bly attempted.
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The debate, however, had hardlyeommenccd, when he

was assailed as if hv a storm. Several members rose at
once to tell the Scci'etary their opinions of his merits-
a pE'rsonal hostility appeared palpable hetween the
parties; the subject amI arguments "Tre the same as
those of the preceding night, hnt they 'were accompanied
mnch more bv individual allusions.

Sir John Parnell, late Chancellor of the Excheqner,
who had been dismissed for refusing to support a Lnion,
opened the debate. He spoke with great ability; he
plainly avowed his opinion that it was a revolutionary
change of the Constitution, which the Parliament had no
power to enact, and to which the King could not, con-
sistently with his Coronation Oath, gi\'e thc royal assent.

l\Ir. TighE', of Wicklo\v, f()llowed and delivered his
sentiments azainst the measnre in the same terms, and
with equal decision. ,I\lr. George Ponson by arose to
move an amelldment, negati,'ing the address as far as
it alluded to a l'nion.

\Yhen }II'. George Ponsonby "'as rouscd, he had great
debating powers: on minor sul~jects he was often vapid,
but on this occasion he far exceeded himself in argument,
elocution, and in fortitude. He was sincere-his blood
warmed-he reasoned with a force, a boldncss, and with
an absence of all reserve, which he never before had so
energeticallyexhihited. As a lawyer, a statesman, and a
loyal Irish su~ject, he denied that either the Lords, or the
Commons, or the King of Ireland, had tlw po\\'er of pass-
ing or assenting to a Lcgislative ("nion. He avowed his
opinion that the measure was revolntionary, and would
run the destructive lengths of cndangerins- the compact
between the crown and the suhjects, and the conncction
of the two nations.

It is scarcely to be imagined what an dl.:ct such a
speech, from a .calm, discrel't, and loyal man, a constitu-
tional lawver, and rcprcscntative of a high aristocratic
family, prodnced in that lions:. It \Va", in point of
extent and po\\'crs, 1IllCxpf'cted lrom socalm a charactror ;
and the impression therefore was proporflonahly greater.

The \nmls, as IIf' spoke thelll, were IllIblhed by (','cry
man who \\'as a free agent in P;lrli'!lnll'nt. In the COlHse
of his speech he assailed Lord Cast lereagh with a strength
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and unreserved severity, which greatly exceeded the usual
bonnds of his philippics.

Cool and deliberate irony, ten times more piercing t~an
the sharpest satire, flowed from his lips, in a slow rolllllg
flood of indignant denunciation. Hi,;; calm language
never for one moment yielded to his warm impressions i
and it was doubly formidable, from being restrained by
prudence, and dictated by conviction ..

During M1'. Ponsonby's oration, a very impressIve
scene was exhibiting on the treasury bench. Lord Castle-
reagh had been anticipated-he seemed to be astounded
-he moved restlessly on his seat-he became obviously
disconcerted, whispered to those who sat near him, and
appeared more sensitive than he had ever been on any
public occasion.

As M1'.Ponsonby advanced, the Secretary became more
affected; occasionally he rose to interrupt; and when
Mr. Ponsonby ceased, he appeared to be struggling with
violent emotions: but he was unable to suppress th.e
poignancy of his feelings, and he writhed under the castl-
gation. His face flushed-his eyes kindled-and, for the
first time in that House, he appeared to be rising into a
high state of agitation. Mr. Ponsonby, who stood directly
before him, formed an admirable contrast: not a feature
moved-not a muscle was disturbed; his small grey eyes
rivetted upon his adversary, expressed contempt and supe-
riority more eloquently than language i and with these
cool and scornful glances, which are altogether indes-
cribable, Mr. Ponsonby, unperturbed, listened to a reply
which raised Lord Castlereagh in the estimation of hiS
adherents.

He had that morning decided on a course which the
experience of the former evening had induced him to
think might affect the debate in favour of the Govern-
ment. He had resolved to act on the offensive, and, by
an extravagant invective against the principles of the
Anti-Unionists. to blind and detach some of the dullest
of the conntry 'gentlemen from a party which he intended
to represent as an anarchial faction; and by holding u.p
to his supporters an exemplary contempt for all public
opinion, diminish thl'!eflect of patriotic declamation, from
.the powerful effect of which the opponents of a Union
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acquired so much strength and importance. On these
grounds he had decided to act boldly himself, and to
encourage and excite a simultaneous attack upon the
principles and conduct of the leading members who
opposed him.

XV. For this species of contlict the youthful Minister
was admirably adapted. He had sufficient firmness to
advance, and sufficient pertinacity to persist in any asser-
tion. Never had he more occasion to exert all his
powers; nor did he fail in his efforts. He had no qualms
or compunction to arrest his progress. In his reply there
was no assertion he did not risk-no circumstance he did
not vouch for-no aspersion he did not cast; and he
even went lengths which he afterwards repented. To the
Bar he applied the term" pettifoggers;" to the Opposi-
tion, "cabal--combinators-desperate faction i" and to
the nation itself, "barbarism-ignorance," and "insen-
sibility to protection and paternal regards she had ever
experienced from the British nation." His speech was
severe beyond any thing he had ever uttered within the
walls of Parliament, and far exceeded the powers he was
supposed to possess. He raked up every act of Mr.
Ponsonby's political career, and handled it with a mas-
terly severity; but it was in the tone and in the manner
of an angry gentleman. He had tlown at the highest
game, and his opponent (never off his guard) attended to
his Lordship with a contemptuous and imperturbable
placidity, which frequently gave 1\1r.Ponsonbya great
advantage over warmer debaters. On this occasion he
seemed 'not at all to feel the language of Lord Castle-
reagh; he knew that he had provoked it, and he saw
that he had spoken effectually by the irritation of his
opponent. .

Lord Castlereagh was greatl\" exhausted, and }Ir. Pon-
sonby, turning r~)und, audibly obsern:d, with ~ frigid
smile, and an air of litter inditference-" the raVll1gs of
an irritated youth-it was !latmal."

This \\'as' one of the most important personal conflicts
dming the discussions of the Cnion, and it Iwd a very
powerful dfect, at least, on the spirit of his Lordship's
followers, Truth was unimportant 10 him: on personal
attacks, his misrepreseJ113ti0J1might honourably be re-

3.J.'
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tracted at cOlwenient opportunities. He had no public
character to forl;~it: and a mnjority of his supporters
were similarly circumstancf'd. Prompt personal hostility,
therefore, was the line he had that mOl'lling decided on i
and it was the most politic stt.p a minister so desperately
circumstanced eould adopt. "hen vicious measures are
irrevoca bly adopted, obt fllsive compunction must in-
stantly be banished. He detenninecl to reject every can.
sideration, but that of increasing his m<ljorily; but he waS
routed by the very cotll'se he had calculated on to ensure
a victory. The foresight of lUr. POllsonby had pene-
trated through his policy, and showed him that, to cOl~n'
teract the enemy, he should become the assailant, se.lz.e
the very position his adversary had selected, ::md antICI-
pate the very line on which he had determined to try t~e
battle. This line }Ir. Ponsonby had acted upon, and IU
this he had succeeded.

The discussion now proceeded with extraordinary as.
perity; but the influence of the Speaker, with a few e~'
ceptions, preserved the Members in tolerable order: It
was often difficult to determine which side transgressed
the most. Mr. Arthur l\Ioore on this night took a d~.
cided part; and l\Ir. Egan trampled down the metaphOrI-
cal sophistries of l\Ir. ~William Smith, as to the co~pe'
tence of Parliament; such reasoning he called rubbIsh,
and such reasoners were scavengers; like a dray hors~ he
galloped over all his opponents, plunging and kickmg,
and overthrowing all before him. No member on that
night pronounced a more sincere, clumsy, powerful ora-
tion-of matter he had abundance-of language he made
no selection; and he was aptly compared to the Trojan
horse, sounding as if he had armed men within him.

Never was there a more unfortunale quotation for the
Government than one made by Mr. Serjeant Stanly from
Judge Blackstone.

The dict~m of ~ puisne Judge, in a British court of
~aw, wa~ CIted, ~o mfluence the opinion of 300 member.s
m the lnsh Parhament on the subject of their own anm-
hilation.

The debate continued with undiminished animation
and hostility until ten o'clock on the morning of the 24th,
whep Sir Laurence Parsons (Lord Rosse) supported
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Mr. Ponsonby in a speech luminous, and in some parts
almost sublime. lie had caug-ht the flame which his
colleague had but kindled, andhlazed with an eloquence
of \\'hich he had shown but few examples, the impression
was powerful.

.!\Ir. Frederick Falkiner, member for Dublin County,
who immediately followed, was one of the lllost remark-
able instances of inflexible public integrity in Ireland; he
would have been a valuahle acquisition to the Govern-
ment, but nothing could corrupt him. 'Veek after week
he was ineffectually tempted, through his friends, by a
peerage or aught he might desire; he replied: "I am
poor, 'tis true; but no human power, no reward, no tor-
ture, no elevation, shall ever tempt me to betray my
country, never mention to me again so infamolls a pro-
pos::d." He was, however, afterwards treated ungratefully
by the H'ry constituents whom he had obeyed, and died
a victim to po\'crty and patriotism.

:'Ill'. James Fitzgerald had been dismis",,(1 from the
officc of Primc S;'ljeant, the hig-hest at the bar, for
refusing to relinquish his independence. He scorned to
retain it under circumstances of dishonour, and on this
night spoke at great length, and with a train of reasoning
which must have been decisive in an uncorrupted
assembly; he refused every otfer, aud never returned to
office."

Colonel }Iaxwell, (Lord Farnham), :\Ir. Lee ('Vater-
ford), :\11'. Barrington Judge of the Hi~h Court of Admi-
raltv, and many others, pressed forward to deliver their
seniiments against so fatal a project. En.ry moment the
debate grew II'armer, and the cletenninati"n t" o]>po"e it
becanw more obvioll~, the mcmhers of Gon.rnmi'nt In'rc
staz'.!;ererl, the storm iIlCl't'ased, but Lord ( 'astlerc:lzh was
calnt; he rose amI spoke with a eonfirlent a"snrance

.. Xo man in Irp1anJ wa~ mnrr f-'inCPff' in hi .. ()rIXl~iti()n to a Cnion
than :\11'. Fitz."era!d; hr W'l:, the IiI'''! who declared his intention of
""ritin~jl~ hi:,ton".

Hr af:"rwar:!,' re!in~n;,he,lthe de.ig-n. and ur:rl'<lme to eoromrnee it-
he handd mr thr prn"l'ecln,; nf what he intended, an,l nn man Jll Irr-
lan,l klJi'W thr neeu!t dl'laib of that 11f<X'crdin~brlll'r lhau 111'. lie ill
the Father of :\Ir. Yr,;rv Fil7.~crald; had a nrv i:",ltc'rtUlw, and was
one of the mo~t ~ncces~fitl and persevering lawyer~ that enr practlsed in
Ireland.
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peculiar to himsf'lf: and p:nticnlarly disavowed all cor-
ruption, tholl?h hr had dismissed en>ry man who would
not promise to support him. and hadncar seventy subser-
vient place men at tlwt mon1f'nt on his side.

Xrl. At lcn::rth 311'. Plllnket arose. and. in the ablest
speech ever heard hy any lll('lllher in that Parliament,
went at once to the grand and decisive point, the incom-
petence of Parliament, hr could gO no fnrtheron principle
than :\Ir. Ponsonby, but his langnage was irresistible, and
he left nothing to he nr::recl. It was pertl,ct in eloquenc~,
and unanswerahle in rpasoning. Its effect was indeSCrI-
bable; and, for the first time, Lord Castlereagh, whom he
personal! y assailed, seemed to shrink from the encounter.
That speech '\'as of great weight, and it proved the elo-
quence, the sincerity, and the tl1rtitnde of the speaker.

Bnt a short speech on that night, which gave a ~e\V
sensation, and excited novd ohservations, was a malden
speech by Colonel O'Donnell of JTayo County, the elde,st
son of Sir Neil O'Donnell, a man of very large fortune 11l
that county; he was colonel of the Mayo regiment, ~e
was a brave officer, and a well hred gentleman; and III
all the situations of life he showed excellent qualities. On
this night, ronsed lJY Lord Castlcreagh's invectives,.he
could not contaiu his indignation; and by anticipatIOn
" disclaimed all future allegiance, if a Union were effect-
ed, he held it as a vicious revolution, and avowed that he
would take the field at the head of his regiment to oppose
its execution, and would resist rebels in rich clothes as ~e
had done the rebels in rags." And for his speech ll1
Parliament he was dismissed his regiment without further
notice .
. As ~ contrast to the language of Colonel O'Donnell, it
IS CUrIOUS to observe the new exhibition of JVIr.Trench,
of 'Y<?O.dlawn. He was not satisfied with the disgusting
e~hlbltlOn of th~ preceding night, but again introduced
hlm,self to a notice which c?mmon modesty would have
aVOlded. He now entered mto a defence of his former
tergiversation, and, most unfortunately for himself, con-
tradicted distinctly the substance of both his former
speeches. He thus solved all the doubts which might
have arisen as to his former conduct closed the mouth
of every friend from any possibility' of defending him,
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and delivered himself, without reservc, into the hands of
his seducers. He said, "he had, since the night before,
been fully couvll1cf>d of the advant,lges of a Cnion, and
would C'ertainly support it." The Irish Pe(>r,u!cwas soon
honollred by his addition, ns Lord ;\SlltO\\'Il...

After the most stormy uehate l't'1l1"lnlH'redin the Irish
Pnrliament, the question was lowllv call"d 1(\1' 11\"the
Opposition, who were now tolerably ~eellr(' of a lJ!ilj~rily,
ne\"cr dLd so mnch so!Jcllude appear ill allY public
assembly; at length above sixty members had spoken,
the subject was exhausted, and all parties H'el1lcd im-
patient. 'rhe House divided, awl the Opposittion with-
drew to the Court of Req nests. It is 1I0teasy to conceive,
still less to describe, the anxiety of that moment; a con-
siderable delay took plaC'c. .\11'. POllsonby and Sir
Laurence Parsons were at length named tellers for the
amendment: ;\It". "'c. Smith and Lord Tnone for the ad-
dress. One'llllllureu and cleH'n m('I1l);ers hall declared
against the Cnioll, and \I"henth,' U'li\rS \\"'r<~ "pelled, "Ill'

hundred and !i\'C \\"3S Jiscoyerl'd to he th,. totalnunlber
of the Minister's udlwrents. The luatification of the
Anti-Unionists was unbounded; an~l as they \I'alked
deliberately in, one by one, to be counted, the eager spec-
tators, ladies as well as gentlemen, leaning over the gal-
leries, ignorant of the resnlt, werc papting with expecta-
tion. Ladv Castlereagh, tlwn one ot the finest women
of the Court, appeared' in the serjeant's box, palpitating
for her husband's 1;'lte. The desponding appearancc and
fallen crests of the ..\linisterial benches, and the eXlllllng
air of the opposition member.s as they entered, were in-
telligible! The murmurs of snppressed anxiety wonld
have excited an interest ('ven III the most tlnconllccrcd

• 3Ir. Eg-an, Chairm:1l1 nf Dlll,lin ("11lnty. :l rn:1:-<:.f', br.:('. [,lufT. rf.d-
faced [ri.5hinan. Wa:-, tIlt' Ia.--t wllo (,lItt'n.d- 11..-:. 1'\l.;r:\~,'Jfj knt>w no
bOllnd~~ rLQ, ~o. 110 wa:-, <1.11nnllnCt.d, h(' '..:tnpp.'.j a rrl\m~('n! at the Bar,
flnuri!'hed a lrT'mt ~li('k wh;eh hI' h"d III h" hand ,,""f h" h ..ad. and
'with thevniCt' ot a ~tt'n1()rcril.d (lut." Ai.ul till If/,1olrlrr-doUtld,J';1I ',"
He thrTl ~'1t qUldl," do\\-n, and hllf:-4f onl Into an :mmodf'r:l!(' and :l:r~(),..t
fP!l\.llbin' tit ~)j lan~..dl!t'r; It wa-- all Ilt'art. :t'\:t'r\~~a ...~tJ.jfTI' a /!:,:r
~;clurpllf cenUITW p.ltTlnll~m. I Ie W;\.....n'r) tar 110m t~'L~~' ,{II..an., ba~l
~n nfkr tn'hc made a Baron of the E'\~llP'fI'Fr. '~~\lh~..lO\lI ;' .\f'~H • .! he
would "upport the l"nian, but rl'fu""d It wtlh ll1(l:!:nat:tlll. (In an~ other
£ubJect he would have ~upported the Gowrnmellt.
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stranger, who had kno\\"n the objects and importance of
the contest. 110\\" m\l<'h more, therefore, must every
[rish breast \\'hieh p~ulle(l ill dIP C!::dlericsImve experi-
enced that thrillinC!: Clllhusiasm \\'hich accompanies the
achic\'('melll of patriotic actions, \dlcn the :\Iinister's de-
feat was ullIlonnced froll! the chair! A dne sense of re-
spect and decorum restrained the "alleries within proper
bonnds: but a low CIT of satist;lction from the 1emale
audieuc~ conld not he ],ren'ntcd, and uo sooner was the
event made known Ollt of doors. than the crowds that
had waited dmiwj' the cntire ni8"ht. with increasing im-
patience fiJr the vote which was to decide upon the inde-
pendence of their colltltry, sent forth hliid and reiterated
ShOllts of exnltation, which, rf'sollnding through the cor-
ridors and pcnetratin'-i to the body of the Honse, added to
the triumph of the CO!H!lH'rors,and to the misery of the
adherents of the cOllqw'red i\Iiuister.

The numbers on this division were ;-

For Mr, Ponsonby\; Amendment
For Lord Tyrone's address

111
105

Majority against Government 6

On this dehate, the members who voted were circum-
stanced as follows ;-

Members holding offices (luring: pleasnre 69
:Members rewarded by offices for their votes 19
Member openly seduced in the body of the House ., 1
Commoners created peers, or their wives peeresses, for

their votes ............•• 18

Supposed to be uninfluenced

The House composed of
Voted that night .

Absent Members ......••

102

3

• 300
• 216

84

Of these eighty-four absent members, twenty-four were
kept away by absolute necessity, and of the residue there
can be no doubt they were not friends to the Union from,
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this pl,ain reason-that the Government had the power of
enforcmg the ,a,ttemlance of all the dcpcndent lllembc>rs,
and tbe Opposillon had no po\Vc>r,they had none but vol-
untary supporters; of :vhich IHlIllher Lonl Castlereagh
was enabled to se?uc,e torty-three during the prorogation,
and by that acqlllsltlOn out-voted the Anti-Cnionists on
the 5th of February, 1800.

XVII. The members assembled in the lobh,- were
preparing to separate, when Mr. Ponsonby requested they
would return into the House and continue a very few
minutes, as he had business of the utmost importance for
their consideration; this produced a profound silence;
Mr. POllsonby than, in a few words, "congratulated the
House and the country on the honest and patriotic asser-
tion of their liberties j but declared, that he considered
there would be no security against future attempts to
overthrow their independence, but by a direct amI abso-
lute declaration of the rights of Irishmcn, recorded lipan
their journals, as the decided sense of the people. through
their Parliament; and he, therci')rc, without further pre-
face, moved, " That this .fIouse leill erer maintain the
undoubted birthright of Irishmen, by preser!"illg an
independent Parliament of Lords and Commons resi-
dent in this Kingdom, as stated and appro\"ed by his
l\Iajesty and the British Parliament in li82."

Lord Castlereagh, conceiving that furthf'f resistance
was unavailing, only said, "that he conSidered snch a
motion of the ~ost dangerous tendency: ho\\'(>n'L if the
House were determined' on it, he l)('gged to declare his
entire dissent and on their o\\-n heads be the consequences
of so wrong' and inconsidrate a measure."' "\'0 further
opposition \\"as made by GoVerJln~ellt: and lhe _:-:,peaker
putting the question, a loud cry (~t approl:allOlJ tnllo\\-ed,
with but two negatives, thas£: ot Lonl ( astkrf':l:,:h and
Mr. Toler (Lord '"\'orllllry): the motion \vas carried, and
the members \\"ere risinll: to ,,-ith,lra \\-. \\'heu the Speaker
wishing to be strictly c~rre(~t,called to .\lr. Pousollhy, to
1uite down his motion accurately; IH'. accnnhng!y,
walked to th(~ table to write it 00\\"11. Tllis dda\' 01 a
few moments, unimportant as it might Sf'('In, III the
common course of human occurrences, :was an lIlcldent
which, ultimately deranged the constitutIOn of an empire,
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and annihibtc(! tlie l.'zi~btllf(' of an independent natio~
a "inzli' lI1'lI11f'nt.tIll' nIl>'! critical that ever occurred JD
hi"t,)!"\': alld of all the '!\'cnts of Ireland. the most fatal
awl il:rt'trie\'abll'. '

This Illay teach postf'rity. that the destinies of nations
are gm-eflwd by the same chances, suhject to the same
fataliti,~s, and alf,-ctecl h\' the same misfortunes, as those
of the hllmhlcst ilHli\'idlml.

X VIII. Whilst "'11'.Ponson hy was wriling his ~otion,
every memher, in prot(lllmi silence, was observ!ng the
sensations of tlw opposite party, and conjecturIng ~he
feelings and anticipatini2" the conduct of their adversar~es.

This motion in\'oh'cd, in one sentence, every thmg
which was sought alter by the one party and drea~e~ by
the other; its adoption IIlllst ha \'e ruined the J\!ll11ster
and dismissed the Irish Govel"llment. The Treasury
Bench held a. mOlll'nful silencc, the Attorney Ge~eral,
Mr. 'roleI', alone appeared to bear his impcnding mls~o~
tune with a portion of that ease and playfulness whle
never forsook him.

On 1\1r. Ponsollby's handing np his motion, he stoon
firm and collected, and looked around him with the hone~
confidence of a man who had performed his duty an
saved his conntry, the silence of death prevailed III the
galleries, and the whole assembly displayed a spectacle
as solemn and important as any conn try or any era had
ever exhibited.

The Speaker repeated the question-" the ayes" b~rst
forth into a loud peal, the gallery was in immedl~te
motion, all was congratulation. On the question belllg
p~t the second time (as was usual), a still louder and more
relterated cry of "aye, aye," resounded from every
quarter; on!y. the .same two negatives were he.ard, feebly,
from the mmlstenal side, Government had given up the
contest, and the independence of Ireland was on the very
verge of permanent security, when Mr. William Charl£s
Fortescue, member for Louth County requested to be
heard before the final decision was ann~unced.

He said, "that he was adverse to the measure of a
~egislative Union, and had given his decided vote against
1~ hut. he did 110twish to bind himself for ever ; possibl~
~tances might hereafter occur, which might render
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lhat measure expedient for the empire, and he did not
approve of any determination which for ever closed the
doors against any possibility of future discussion."

The Opposition were paralyzed, the Goyemlllent were
roused., a single. sentence plausibly cOllceived, and (without
reflectlllg on Its destructive eonse(I1H'nce) modcratl'ly
uttered, by a respectable man and an avowed Anti-
Unionist, eventually decided th~ fate of the Irish nation.
It offered a pretext for timidity, a precedent for caution,
and_a subterfnge for wavering venality.

XIX. lVIr.French, of Roscommon, a country gentleman
of high character, and Lord Cole, a young nobleman of
an honest, inconsiderate mind, who had, 011 the last division,
voted sincerely against the Minister, now, without a mo-
ment's reflection on the ruin which must necessarilv attend
every diversity of sentiment in a party associated 'by only
one tie, and bound together only upon one wbject declared
themselv-es of .:\Ir. Forlc"nw's opinion. :'IIr.John Claudius
Beresford," who had only ],eell restrained from adlwsion
to the Clare conllcction by bcil1?; representative of the me-
tropolis, avowed himself of the same determination; and
thus that constitutional security, ,,-hich a direct and pe-
remptory declaration of indcleasible rights, one moment
before, was on the point of r.ermanently establi:,hing. ,,-as,
by the inconsiderate and temporising words ot one feehIe
minded member, lost t,)r ('\-cr. II is impossible to express
the surprise and disappointment of the c\llti-L"nionisls.

To be defeated bv the effort of an enem\' was to be
borne. but to fall by -the spcession of a friend was insup-
portable. The nar;'ow jealousies and unconnected mate-
rials of the Anti-L"nionists were no lon2('r to be eOIl<>(.aled,
either from friends or enemies. "\Ir. ponsollby 1..~lt the
critical situation of the conntry, tIll' op]lo,itioll kHI !.lJt a
majority of five on the first di\'jsioll : thn'I' s,'ce(j,.rs would
have given a majority to GO\'emlUcnt, awl a dlnSlOll could
not he riskeu.

Mr. Ponsonby's presence of mind instantly suggested

• :\1r. John Clau,Jius BeresforJ. lhuugh he fllulJ nol \"!,, "p:".hSI the
instmctioJ); IIf the City. took l'W'ry oPli"rtllnity ,,( e~p~l'''';r:;::'iiI"idell~-
al1v, hi~ (/lUre (011it/ClIrC In tht~ fair mtrnt;Hn\;1. pf t.:rd (,:.:.In(t)~h.

£!o;'emmelll; and neYer arP"~fl,llil be really ""CCfl'. ,~ h .. "f'p' .. ,tlOl\

to a Cniun. His .peech i. a tine sp<'clTnen of Ipmr'Jfi7.llllr
35
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the only rrmailling alternative. He lamented" that the
smallest contraril'ty of opinion should have arisen amongst
men who ought to be llllited by the most powerful of all
indllCPIllPnts, the sah-ation of their independence. He
percei\-ed ho\\'e\'cr, u wish thut hc should not press the
motion, fOlllJlkd, he supposed, on a mistuken confidence
in the engagements of the C\oble Lord (Lord Custlereagh,)
that he wOl/ld not a!Jain bring foncard that ruinous
measure withollt tlte decidcd approbation of the peop,le,
and of the Parliamcnt. Though he must donbt the.sm-
cerity of the :\Iinisler's engagements, he could not heSItate
to acquiesce in the wishes 'of his friends, and he would
therefore withdra w his motion."

XX. The sndden transition from exultation to despon-
dency beeume instantly appurent, by the dead silence
which followed MI. POllSOllby's declaration, the cha1.lge
was so rapid and so unexpected, that from the gallerIes,
which a moment before were full of congratulation and
of pleasure, not a single word was heard, crest-fallen and
humbled, many instantly withdrew from the scene, all.d
though the people without knew of nothing but the~r
victory, the retreat was it subject of the most serious soh-
citude to every friend of Irish independence.

Such an advantage could n?t escape the anxious eye of
Government; chagrin and disappointment had changed
sides, and the friends of the Union, who a moment before
had considered their measure as nearly extinguished, ro.se
upon their success, retorted in their turn, and opposed Its
being withdrawn. It was, however, too tender a ground
for either party to insist upon a division, a debate was
equally to be avoided, and the motion was suffered to be
withdrawn. Sir Henry Cavendish keenly and sarcastically
remarked, that "it was a retreat after a victory." After
a day's and a night's debate without intermission, the
House adjourned at eleven o'clock the ensuing morning.

Upon the rising of the House, the populace became
tumultuous, and a violent disposition against those who
had supported the Union was manifest, not only amongst
the common people, but amongst those of a much higher
class, who had been mingling with them.

On the Speaker's coming out of the House, the horses
Were taken from his carriage, and he was drawn in triumph
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through the streets by the people, who conceived the
whimsical idea of tackling the Lord Chancellor to the
coach, and (as a captive general in a Roman triumph)
forcing him to tug at the chariot of his conflueror.

Had it been effected, it would have bpf'n a signal anec-
dote, and would, at least, have immortalized the classic
genius of the Irish.

The populace closely pursued his Lordship for that
extraordinary purpose j he escaped with great difficulty,
and fled, with a pistol in his hand, to a receding door-\vay
in Clarendon-street. But the people, who pursued him
in sport, set up a loud laugh at him, as he stood terrified
against the door; they ofl'ered him no personal violence,
and returned in high glee to their more innocent amuse-
ment of drawing the Speaker.

XXI. A scene of joy and triumph appeared universal,
every countenance had a smile, throughout all ranks and
classes of thc people, men shonk their neighbolll's heartily
by the hand, as if the .Minist<.:.r'sdefeat \\'as an event of
individual good fortune, the moh seemed as well disposed
to joy as mischief, and that was saying much for a Dublin
assemblage. But a view of their enemies, as they came
skulking from behind the corridors, occasionally roused
them to no very tranquil temperature. Some members
had to try their speed, and others their intrepidity. Mr.
Richard Martin, unable to get clear, turned on his hunters,
and boldly faced a mob of many thousands, with a small
pocket pistol in his han.d.. He swore most \'ehemently,
that, if they advanced SIXJI1chesall hIm, he would Imme-
diately "shoot erery mother's babe of them as dead as that
paving stone"-(kicking one.) The united spirit .and fun
of his declaration, and his little porket pistol, aImed at
ten thousand men, women, and children, \\'ere ;:0 entirely
to the taste of our Irish populace, that all symptoms of
hostility ceased; they gave him three rheers, and he re-
gained his home without further molestation.

Mr. O'Driscol, a gentlcmau of the Irish Bar, one oflha
most sincere and active Anti-Unio.nists, used great and
successful efil)f(s to tranquilize the people; and to his
persuasions was chiefly.to he ~ttributed their peaceable
dispersion. In aIle partIcular JIIstance, he certalllly pre-



412 RISE A~D FALL

vented a most atrocious mischief, if not a great crime, by
his prompt and spirited interference.

The House of Lords met on the 22d of January, 1799,
the same day 8S the Commons. to reeei\'e the speech of
the Viceroy.' Though the l1ati~n was not unprepared for
any instalice of its ~subserviency, some patriotic spirits
might reasonably have been expected on so momentoll,s
11 subject as the Fnion; in this expectation, however, It
was but feebly gratified.

Never did ci. l;~dy of hereditary nobles, many of ancie~t
family, and several of splendid fortune, so disgrace theIr
ancestry ...

After an ineffectual resistance by some, whose mtegnty
was invincible, the Irish Lords recorded their own humI-
liation, amI, in a state of absolute infatuation, perpetra!ed
the most extraordinary act of legislative suicide whIch
ever stained the records of a nation.

The reply of the Irish Lords, to the speech of the B:-i-
tish Viceroy, coincided in his recommendation, and V:1r-
tually consented to prostrate themselves and their postenty
for ever. '1'he prerogatives of rank, the pride of ancestry,
the glory of the peerage, and the rights of the country,
were equally sacrificed ..

The facility with which the Irish Lords re-echoed theIr
sentencc of extinction was quitc_unexampled. ,

That stultified facility can only be elucidated by takwg
a brief statistical view of what was once considered an
august assembly, but which the over-bearing influence of
the absolute and vindictive Chancellor had for some years
reduced to a mere instrument of his ambition.

In the hands of the Chancellor, Lord Clare, the House
was powerless, his mere automaton or puppet, which, he
coerced or humoured, according to his ambition or capnce.

There were, however, amongst the Irish nobility, a feW'
men of spirit, pride, talent, and integrity' but they were
too few for resistance. '

The education of the Irish noblemen of that day \Vas
little calculated for debate or Parliamentary duties j th~y
very. seldom took any active part in Parliamentary clI.S-
cusslOns, and more rarely attained to that confidence lD
public speaking, without which no effect can be produced.
They could argue, or might declaim, but were unequal to
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what is termed debate; and beinD"confirmed in their tor
pidity by an habitual abstinence from Parliamentarydis-
cussions, when the day of danger came, they were unequal
to the contest.

Lord Clare, on the contrary, from his forensic habits
his .dogmatic arrogance, and lltlrestraincd invective, had
an Incalculable advantage over less practised reasoners.
The modest were overwhelmed by flights of astounding
rhapsody, the patriotic borne down by calumny, the dit~
fident SIlenced by contemptuous irony; and nearly the
whole of the Peerage, without being ahle to accouilt for
their pusillanimity, were either trampled under his feet, or
were mere puppets in the grasp of this all-powerful Chan-
cellor. Such was the state of the Irish Lords in 1799.
The extent of Lord Clare's connections, and the energy of
his conduct during the last insurrection, had contribllted
to render him nearly despotic over both the Government
and the country. Dickson, Bishop of Down. and ~Iarlay,
Bishop of Limerick, were tIll' only spirilUal peers that
ventured to oppose him, both were of invincihle integrity
and undeviating patriotism, his Grace of Limerick was
the uncle of Mr. Grattan; and the Bishop of Down was
the intimate friend of Mr. Fox: unfortunately, both were
too mild, unassuming, and dignified, to contend success-
fully a~ainst so haughty and remorseless an opponent.

XXII. The Bishop of Down was a prelate of the most
faultless character. the extreme beauty of his countenance,
the gentleness of his manners, and thOepatriarchal di~mity
of his figure, rendered him one of the most interesting
persons in society ...

His talents were conSIderable, but they were ncutrahzed
by his modesty; and}Ie seldom could he prnailed upon
to rise in the House ot Peers npoll pohtwal sllh.Wets. On
this night, however, stung to tl~c quirk hy thc invectives,
and indignant at the designs ot the ( 'hal1rellor. he made a
reolvto him of which hc was sllpposcd incapable, Seventy
from the Bishop of Down was likewise so unusual, that
the fe\\: sentences he pronounced, stl1nne~ the champIOn
more than a\l the speeches of his more dlsclplmcd oppo-
nents. flSothing, however, could OVCfCOI11C the infillcll('C~ Lord
Clare. The Irish Lords hn' prostrate before the (Tovern-

35'
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ment, but the leaders were not inatteJltive to their own
interests. The defeat of Go\'ernment in the Commons
gave them an importance they had not expected.

The debates and conduct of the Iri~h pf'ers bear a com-
paratively unimportant share in the transactions of that
epoch, and have but little interest in the memoirs of those
times; but the accollnts of Lord Annesley, &c., record
their corruption."

It is not the object, therefore, of these anecdotes, to
dilate more upon the proceedings of that degraded a~se~-
bly, than incidentally to introduce, as episodes, th?1f Ill-
dividual actions, and to state that a great proportl.on of
the million and a half levied upon Ireland, and distnb~ted
by Lord Castlereagh's Commissioners of CompensatIOn,
went into the pockets of the Lords Spiritual and Tempo-
ral of Ireland.

XXIII. From the hOllr that Mr. Ponsonby's motion
was withdrawn, Government g-ained strength, the standard
of visionary honours and ot corrnpt emoluments waS
raised for recruits, a congratulatory, instead of a con~o'
latory dispatch, had belm instantly forwarded to Mr. PItt,
and another to the Duke of Portland; and it was not
difficult to foresee, that the result of that night, though
apparently a victory over the proposition for a Union,
afforded so strong a point for the Minister in the subse-
quent negotiations, by which he had determined to achieve.
his measure. The argulllents and divisions on succ~ed-
ing debates proved, beyond the possibility of questIOn,
the overwhelming advantage which Mr. Portescue's p~e'
cedent had given to those who were determined to dIS-
pose of their consistency under colour of their moderation •

.The bad consequences which were likely to result fro~
thIS event, did not at first occur to many of the OppoSI-
tion. Some of the leading members of that party, highly
elated at the success of the last division, could see no-

• It is supposed that the important parts of those records have been
!;uppressed at court; the "''Titer could only trace them to the bureau o,f
Lord Annesley, but never could procure authenticated extracts, It IS
therefor~ only from the payments at the Treasury, and the admission of
the parl1es, that the corrupt payments can be substantiated, One volume
~f the reports made by the commissioners of compensation and distribU-
tion of £l,MO,OOO was given to the Author by Mr. Vesey Fitzgerald;
- extraclll are given from it; the rest have been suppressed.
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thi?g but ~he prospect of an increasing majority and an
ultimate trIUmph; these were nnmerons but short-sighted.
Others regarded, with a wise solicitude, the palpable
want of political connection in the party that opposed the
Minister. However, Lord Castlcreagh who had so con-
fidently pressed forward a mC,lsnrc which Parliament
had decidedly rejected, and the public uuiversally repro-
bated, found his situation the most difficult imaginable.
He had no just reason to expect support in minor
measures, who had proved himself utterly unworthy of
the confidence of Parliament on one of the first magni-
tude. His pride was humbled, but his firmness and per-
severance overcame his difficulties, and the next import-
ant division on Lord Corry's motion clearly proved the
consummate address with which he had trafficked with
the members during the interval. All the weapons of
seduction were in his hands; and, to acquire a majority,
he had only to overcome the wavering and feeble. A-
motion of Lord Corry's, made a few days afterwards, in
order to prevent any future scheme of a Cnioll, after a
long debate, was also negatived (hy a majority of fifty-
eight), and thus concluded all discussion on the Union
for that session. The session, however, had scarcely
closed, when his Lordship recommenced his warfare
against his country. The treasury was in his hands,
patronaO"e in his uote-book, and all the intincnce ,rhich
the Scol~'ge or the pardon, reward or punishment could
possibly produce on the trembllllg rebels, was opf'nly
resorted to. Lord Cornwallis determmed to pnt Insh
honesty to the test, and set ant upon an cxperimental
tour tlirough those parts of the conntry where the no-
bility and gentry were most likely to cutertalll hun.
He artfully selected those placcs where 1)(' conld best
make his way with corporations at pnblw dnll\ers, and
with the aristocrac\'. call lit!"\' gent kmen. and lanners, by
visiting their maJlsi~ns and (:otta:ICs. Ir('laud was thus
canvassed, and every gaol was (~nnverted to a hW'!IlIl2's.

In retlccting, therefore, on the cxtraordll1ary late of
:Mr. Ponsollby\ declaratory motion just and IlOt ll1"on-
siderate alarm must hare hecn eXClwd In the mlll,l pf
every man who had determined holdly amI unequIvo-
cally: to snpport the freedom of his conntry.
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It was not now difficult to perceive, that, to the cool
and reasoning part of the nation, melancholy forebodings
must naturally aris!', from the decided absence of that
cordial, unq llalified co-operation amongst the members
of the opposition, by whose undeviating unanimity "lone
the re,"ival of the project, and the probable ruin of the
cOlllltry could be resisted.

It was evident that, by the thoughtless conduct of ~Ir.
Fortescue, Lord Cole, and :\Ir. French, the concluSIve
rejection of the proposal was prevented, had they been
even one moment silent, Ireland would have been a
proud, prosperous, free, trallquil, and productive member
of the British Empire. But their puerile inconsistency
lost their country, gave a clue to the Secretary, and the
Government, helore plunged in a hopeless perplexity, and
opened a wide door for future discussion, which Mr. Pon-
sonby's motion would have 10r ever prevented.

In a body composed as the Parliament of Ireland,
though this mis10rtune must ever be deplored, and those
gentlemen for ever censured, yet snch an event was not
a subject for astonishment. A great number of those
who composed the House were most inexperienced states4

men-they meddled but little individually in any arrange-
ment of debates, and voted according to their party or
their sentiments, without the habit of any previous con-
sultation.

Such men, therefore, after the last division against the
Minister, could not suppose he would again revive .the
question, and they partook of the general satisfactIOn.
Moderation was now recommended, as the proper course
(or a loyal opposition, and the proposal for a Union hav4
mg been virtually negatived, it was observed by t~e
courtly oppositionists to be at least unkind, if not indIS-
creet, to push Government further at a "moment like the
present."

. On the other hand, those who wished to complete the
VIctory, could not shut their eyes to the hazard of mode-
rate proceedings, and their zeal led them to wish to im-
prove their advantage, and, if possible, to remove Lord
Cornwallis from the Government, as a finishing stroke to
the measure. But the conduct of Mr. Fortescue and his
supporter!! had miserably deceived them, and had con



OF THE IRISH NATION. 417

vinced the leaders of the Opposition that they were about
to tread very uncertain gronnd, and that their first con-
sid~ratio.n shou!~ he, how far the possibility of attaining
thClr ultimate ohJect should he weighed against the pro-
bable event of 10sIIIg their nlaJ0rlty by another trial of
strength.

Reasoning people without doors, saw the danger still
more clearly than those who had individually to el;COUl1tcr
it. Regardless of the solemn engagements'he had made
in the House, and by which he had imposed on many of
the opposition, the Minister and his agents lost no oppor-
tunity, nor omitted any means, of making good their
party amongst the :Members who had not publicly declared
themselves, and of endeavouring to pervert the principles
and corrupt the consistency of those who had. Lord
Castlereagh's ulterior efforts were extensive and indefati-
gable, his spirit revived and every hour gained ground
on his opponents. He clearly percei\'ed that the ranks
of the Opposition were too open to be strong, and too
mixed to be unanimous. The extraordinary fate of Mr.
Ponsonby's declaration of rights, and the 'debate on a
similar motion by Lord Corry, which so shortly afterwards
met a more serious negative, proved the truth of these
observations, and identified the persons through whom
that truth was to be afterwards exemplified,

The disheartening effects of .Jlr. Fortescue's conduct
(notwithstanding the general exultation of the country),
appeared to make a very powerful impression on the public
mind, it was assiduously circulated by Go\'ernment as a
triumph, and on all occasions reluctantly alluded to,bY
the Anti-Unionists, it became apparent that the Hlcreasmg
majority against the minister, on the second divisi0n, if
unaccompanied by that btal circllnlstancC', \\'~')llidhave
effectually established the procrrcssin) power 01 Ih!.'oppo-
sition, and rapidly hastened the upset ot (~o\'ernmeJlt .•
But the ad\'antage of that majority was lost, and the

• It is ob~rvablp, that in all clebaff's nf Parliament, "11 momr1l1 {,u
the prescnt" (~r,H tin". 1-' not '~N' fiJ~ll7-:' Of. hIt 1/'o,,{1 ''''. ~l£!~,[Y 1nrO" ...
't'ClI1Cllt at tin .. fl1nr," &c. af(~.mC1na}li)' H.;.f'~1 a~ ;l;rgnmf-tl."", h~ !~tJfl~!'l1t""
when they ha\'c no .nbs(ant",l ",'''''<>rl< 10 g:l\'P fur It\C;r r"f'lu"",', It lS &

sweeping'species of r"f'p1r'of En'at ulJJity, a8 It an"\'t'f, all ~\lbJ<'C15and

all reasoning.
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possihility of exeitinz di \"!,ion amon2'st the Anti-Unionists
could no !onze r he q 111';;( low.d. Tit is ronsideration had
an inllllcdiatc and extensin' p(ke!. tlJl' timid recommenced
their {(>ars.the wavering ''''!ran to think of consequences,
the verml to nf'!!oriatc: aw(tllf' pnhlie mind, particularly
amOIl2'st the Catholirs. who still snEHtf'd from the scourge,
became so deeply atr~ctf'd, and w timorously doubtful,
that some of the persons, assllmin~ to themselves the title
of Catholic LPfulr>rs! snllght an audience, in order to
inquire from }larquis Cornwallis, "\Yhat wonld be the
advanta!!e to the Catholics, if a Lnion should happen to
be cftceted in Ircland /"

However, great confidf'nce in an ultimate crushing?f
the project kept its place in the Opposition. The p~r1~a.
mnllt, unaccllstomed to see the }Iinister with a majorIty
of only oue, considered him as totally deieated. A rising
party is sure to gain prose Iytes. Gon-:rnment, therefore,
lost ground as the Orposition gained it; amI for a feW
days it was generally snpposed that the Viceroy and
Secretary must resign. Many of their adherents shrunk
from them. A large proportion of Parliament was far
beyond the power either of t;'~H or rorruption, yet t~e
impartial history of these times must throw a partial
shade over the consistency of Ireland, and exhibit some
of the ollce leading charaetcrs in hath Honses in a course
of the most hurnili'ating, corrupt, and disgusting servility j
contradicting by the last act of their political lives, the
whole tenor of their former principles, from the first
moment they had the power of declaring them to the
nation. In another quarter, those who formed an Oppo-
sition to the Minister on the question of a Union, had
been, and wished to continue, his avowed snpporters on
every other. The custom of the times, the venality of
the court, even the excessive habits of convivial luxury,
had combined gradually to blunt the poignancy of public
spirit, and the activity of patriotic exertions, on ordinary

• Mr. Bellew (brother to Sir Patrick Bellew), Mr. Lynch, and some
others, had several audiences with the Viceroy; the Catholic BishoPS
were generally deceived into the most disgusting subservience, rewards
were n?t withheld, Mr. Bellew was to be appointed a County Judge, but
.that bemg found impracticable, he got a secret pension, which he haS
DOWenjoyed for thirty-two years.
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subjects. The terrors of the rebelljon, scarcely yet extin-
guished had induced many to cling for protection round a
government whose principles they had condemned, and
whose politics they had resisted. The subtle Viceroy knew
full well how to make his advantage of the moment, and
by keeping up thc delusion, under the name of loyalty
and discretion, he restrained within narrow limits the
spirit of constitutional independence wherever he found
he could not otherwise subdue it."

• Mr. Curran, Mr. Grattan, and some other members of the Opposition,
seceded from the new Parliament. Never was an y step more indiscreet,
more ill timed, or to themselves more injurious; that the cause of Ireland
should lose two such advocates at the very moment she most required
them, wa.~ truly unfortunate. Mr. Grattan returned to Parliament when
too late, Mr. Curran, never; and his fine talents were lost to hunself and
his country for ever.
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CHAPTER XXVI.

The different vie\\'i< of the Opp<Ji<ition-Oppo-ition not sufficiently or.
g-anized or conneckd-lli,"nion in cnnsel/"enCe of the Catholic quell-
tion-Catlwlic.- dnped - ,\lternatrly opIJrr"ed and fostered----:Lord
Clare's g-reat inllllence- Yery important ilespatch from 1\11', Pitt, to
Lord Cornwallis-Tnprecedcntcd plan at LorJ CL_tlereagh-R.emark-
able dinller-The plan or com'piracy-Acceded to-Ilewards In Pe~-
spective-:\[eeting of Anti.I'niolli,t, at Lor,1 Charlemont's-Opposl-
tion Lords meet-Lonl Ca,llereao-h's Plan hli,l before them-Counter-
pian proposed-Rejected-Earl"Bclmorc-His motioll to the same
effect as ,\Jr, POllsonhy's--Rejected- Y"IT numerous addresses 3oo-aJ~sI
the rnioll-Particlliarly Duhlin-A I'riv\- Council-Lon! Clare's VIO-
lence-Military execut'ion --People killed ani] \\"llUn,led-Inel!iciently
brou~ht before Parliament-Anti.L'nion dinner--Mr. Handcock of
Athlone, a con"picuous patriot-Corrupt state of the British Parlia-
ment-Compared with that of Ireland at the Union-i\Ir. Handcock
bribed.

I. THE Members of the old Opposition who had been
returned to the new Parliament in 1797, did not exceed
fifty; but several others, who had been connected (and
some of them closely) with Government, showed a te~-
dency, on the Union alonc to sever themselves fr?m t~elr
old attachment j accustomed to support admimstratlOn,
they formed no cordial co-operation with those who had
professed a more extensive principle of opposition j and
though they wished to oppose the Union, they di? not
wish to oppose the Minister, and they acted WIthout
decisive effect, because they wrought on too contracted a
founda tion.

The 0I?position to Union were, in fact, united on no
one questIOn but that of the Union even in the measure
of that opposition they were not ag~eed, much less in the
mode of securing a retreat or of profiting by a victory.
But still the oPI?osition to annexation brought them clos~]y
together. A vww of. the House at this period was qUIte
unprecedented j the fflends of Catholic Emancipation were
seen on the same benches with those of Protestant ascen-
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dency, the supporters of reform divided with the borough
influence, a sense of common danger drew men to<Tether
on this topic who were dissimilar in sentiment adv~rse ill
opinion, jealous in interest, and antao-onists i:1 principle.
'I'hey conjointlyyr~'sented a formid;~hl~front to the enemy,
but possessed wlthlll themselves neither suhordination nor
unqualified unanimity, qualities which werr: essentially
necess1u:y to preserve so heterogeneous a Lody from the
destructive weapons which were provided for their over-
throw.

There was no great leader whom they could collec-
tively consult or obey, no systematic course determined
on for their conduct, no pre-arranged plan of proceeding
without doors, or practical arrangement for internal de-
bate; their energies were personal, their enthusiasm
graduated, and their exertions not gregarious. Every
man formed his own line of procedure: the battle was
hand to hand, the mo\'ements desultory; whether they
clashed with the general interest, or illjureu the general
cause, was hardly contemplated, and seldom perceived
until the injury had happened.

II. The talent of Parliament principally existed amongst
the members who had formed the general opposition to
the Union. Some habitual friends of administration, there-
fore who had on this single question seceded from the
Cm;rt and who wished to resume their old habits on the
UniOl~being disposed of, obviously felt a portion of narrow
jealonsvat beill" led by those whom they had been accus-
tomed 'to oppo~e, and reluctantly joineu i,n any liberal
opposition to a Court which they had been 1lJ the !lalllt ?f
supporting'. They de>ared to vote agamst. the lmon 111
the abstract, but to comnllt themselYCs no larther a[!amst
the :Jlil1ister. }lauy, upon this temporiziu:! and ll\etlecllve
principle, cautiously ;L\"oiucdany dis':llSSlOil, 83.\"1' upon
the direct prnpositioll: and thiS was rcnl3.rkable, and felt
to be ruinolls in the succeeding 5ession.' ...

But the strongcst and most btal cause of dl\'l~lon
amongst the }Iclllbcrs of the opposition, was ccrtalllly

• It j:, ",orth\' of ob5crvation. that Lord Ca~tl~,re3j!'hwa5 80 aware of
that leelimr am;1!lt!>lthosc who opl'o"ed the 1 llum. thalo 10 1~O(l. l,oN

Co
~a'll]"" "'wecll di,1 not cwn hlllt at a re,'wal 01 that mea.<Urn-rn',.c ., 't _.' Il '""- "..• ,

Hence the rlimllli"hed 1l11110ntyon ~Ir [~'\urcnce ar""n, mo"Oll.
31i
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their radical c1itferencp of opinion on the Catholic question.
Those who had determined to support the Catholic cause,
as the surest mode of preYentill~ any future attempts to
attain a Cnion, were obliged to dissemhle their intentions
of proposing emancipation, lest tlwr should disgust the
Catholic opponents who acted with them solely against
the Union. Those who ~wereenemies to Catholic relax-
ation were also obliged to conceal their wishes, lest their
determination to resist that measure should disgust the
advocates of emancipation, who had united with them on
the present occasion.

The Viceroy knew mankind too wf'll to dismiss t~e
Catholics without a comfortable conviction of their certaill
emancipation; he turned to them the honest side of his
countenance: the priests bowed before the soldierly con-
descensions of a starred veteran. The titular Archbishop
was led to believe he would instantly become a real
prelate; and before the negociation concluded, Dr. Troy
was consecrated a decided Uuionist, and was directed!o
send pastoral letters to his colleagues to promote I,t.
Never yet did any clergy so retrograde as the Catholic
hierarchy, &c., on that occasion. It is true that they we~e
deceived; but it was a corrupt deception, and they f~JtIt
during eight and twenty years. Most of them have SIllee
sojourned to the grave, simple titulars, and have left a
double lesson to the world, that Priests and Governments
can rely but little on each other, and that the people
should in general be very sceptical in relying upon either.

Nothing could be more culpable than the conduct of ,a
considerable portion of the Catholic clergy; the Cat,hohe
body were mIsled, or neutralized throughout the entHe of
that unfortunate era. In 1798 th~y were hanged i in 1799
they were caressed i in 1800 they were cajoled; in 1801
they were discarded; and, after a lapse of twenty-six yea~s,
they were complaining louder than when they were m
slavery. Nothing can now keep pace with their popula-
tion but t~eir poverty i ar:d no body of men ever gr:ve a
more helplllg hand to thelr own dearadation and mIsery.

Lor~ Castlerea&h, in his nature de~ided and persevering,
:was stim.ulated stIll more by the spirit and arrogance of
the restless and indefatigable Chancellor. Lord Clare
had professed himself an enemy to the Union; butl de-
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luded by his ambition, he conceived he mioht rule the
British councils, as he had governed those

C

of Ireland.
The Union, rejected his power would be extinO"uished . if
it were carricd, his influence might be transferred t~ a
larger field; he therefore determined that the measure
s.houtd be achie\"ed, whether by franu, or f01Te,or corrup-
t1On,was to him a matter, if not of indifference, at least
of no perplexing solicitude ..

Lord Castlereagh enlisted him willingly under his ban-
ners, whilst the Marquis Cornwallis, pertinacious yet
plausible, cajoled men, whom the address of FitzgibJ~on
would have irritated, or the undisguised corruption of
Castlereagh have disgusted or alarmed.

III. Mr. Pitt had, by a private despatch to Lord Corn-
wallis, desired that the measure should not be then pressed,
unless he could be certain of a majority of fifty." The
Chancellor, on learning the import of that despatch, ex-
postulated in the strongest terms at so pusillanimous a
decision. His Lordship neycr k11CWthe meaning of the
word moderation in any public pursuit, ano. he cared not
whether the Union were carried by a majority of one or
one hundred.

Lord Castlereagh, though practically unskilled, was
intuitively artful, he was cool, whilst Lord Clare was in-
flamed; and Lord Cornwallis, as a soldier, preferred stra-
tagem to assault, and cautiously opened his trenches before
every assailable member. Lord Castlereagh had reflected
011 an unfavourablc circumstance, which he had the spirit
and policy, as far as possible, to counteract.

In the former session, the opposition had deriwd con-
• The original despatch I saw and read; it was broue:ht from ::\lr.

Cooke's office seactly, and shown to me for a par/lcular purpose. and
completely deceived me, hut I could not obtain possession 01 It. I aiter-
wards discovered thaI it had not been n'placed 111 tll<",ffire. It \'.;1." sub-
scribed by Mr. Pitt himself, and the name of .1Ir. Btu,kc., occurred more
than once in it; it did not cOlllpliment bim.

I bave reason to believe that tbat ,1t.spatch, with some other important
papers, was afterwards accidentall): tlroppcd "} Collel:"cGreen, an'! found
bv l}>rtnr Kearney, tben Provost 01 Duhllll lmwrsll). Ill' told me he
h~d found such papers, and promised to show them to me :~la future day
wben the question wall decided, hut never ,lid. Doctor I\~arn"v was a
grote"'pll~ fig\He, wonderfully sbort and droll, but a man 01 Iran.'lng and
of e"cellent cbaracter in enr) f(.speet .. lie was atterwaros ma<le
Bishop of Ossory, he wa..' all Ailtl-FIlIOIll-'t.
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siderable advanta!!8 from the spirit with which many of
the party had iucliwxl !O\\-anls personal hostilities; this,
in the eusuin!! sessiou. \\-as to h, retaliatecl with interest;
but manrof Lord t'a;.;tt'ereagh's adherents, though engaged
to vote, might not be so well inclined to combat for a
Union. He was naturally of high spirit, but this was ~~t
to be imparted to others, nor could he, prudently, exlnblt
it himself: he had th13command of money, but not the
creation of eOnra!!8. amI his cause was not calculated to
generate that feelil;g; he therelore devised a plan, un-
precedented, and which never could ha\'e been thought
of in any other country than Ireland: it has not been the
suhject of any publication!

IV. He invited to dinner, at his house in Merrion Square,
above twenty of his most staunch supporters, consistin~ of
"tried men" and men of "fiahtina families" who Illlght
fec! an individual pride in re~entil~ every' rcrsonality .of
the opposition, and in identifying their own honour WIth
the cause of Government. This dinner was sumptuous;
the Champagne and 1'iladeira had their due effect: nO
man could be more condescending than the noble host.
After due preparation, the point was skilfully introd.uced
by Sir John Blaquiere (since created Lord de BlaqUlere,)
who, of all men, was best calculated to promote a gentle-
manly, conviVial,. fighting conspiracy; he was of th.cold
school, an able dIplomatist; and with the most polIshed
manners and imposing address, he combined a friendly
heart and decided spirit; in polite conviviality he waS
unrivalled.

Having sent round many loyal, mingled with joyoUS
and exhilarating toasts, he stated that he understood the
opposition were disposed to perso~al unkindness, or even
~civilities, towards His Majesty's best friends, the Union-
Ists of Ireland. He was determined that no man should
advance upon him by degrading the party he had adopted,
and the measure~ h~ wa~ pledged to support.. A full
bumper proved hIS smcenty, the subject was dIscussed

* It was c?mmunicated to me on the morning after its developm~nt,by
a Mem.ber;,_ ParlIament, who was himse?f present and en~ed In the
enu;rpnse,'Wtrtwhose.real principles were decidedly averse to a Union, to
which he had ~n mduced to give his insincere support. but tho~h he
had ample spirit, he had too much good sense to quarrel ~n the subject
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with great glee, and some of the company began to fecI a
zeal for "actllal service,"

Lord Castlereagh affected some e0rtlle!ry, lest this idea
shoul~l appear to bave origillat(~d with Ilini ; hilt, whcn he
pereen'cd that Illany had IlJad(~np their minds to act even
Oil the OirCllSi\'e, he culm!y o],S('l'\'('d, tbat some mode
should, ut ull events, be takcn to seenr!' the (,Ollstallt pre-
sence of a suflieicnt nlllllber of the GOH'r1IlJ1('llt1'li('1)(18
during the discussion, as subjects of the utmost import-
ance were alien totally lost tor want of due ultcnd:uwe.
l\ever did a sleight-of-hand man jllggle more exrprlly~

One of his Lordship's prep:tred accessories (as if it
were a new thought) proposed, humourollsly, to have a
dinner for twenty or thirty every day, in one of Ill(' com-
mittee chambers, where they could he always at hand to
make up a House, or for any emcrgellcy which should
call fi)r an unexpected reinforcement, dming any part of
the discussion,

The novel idea of such a detachment of Il'zislatol"s was
considereu whimsical uud hmnomolls, anet of comsl'. \\-as
not rejected. Wit and pUllS began' to accompany the
bottle; Mr. Cooke, the Secretary, tben, with significant
nods and smirking inuendos, hegan to circulate his official
rewards to the company. The hints and the claret united
to raise visions of the most gratifying nature, every man
became in a prosperous state of official pregnuncy: em-
bryo judges, eoullsel to bourds, em'oys to [.m.iqn courts,
compensation pensioners, pJacemen at chance, and com-
missioners in assortments, all revelled in the anticip::ttion
of something substantial to be given to CHIT :\lember
who would do the Secretary the honour of ::tcceptinz it.

The scheme was un::tnimollsly udopted, Sir John Rla-
quiere pleasantly ohserved that, at all event;:. they \\-oldd
be sure of a 2:0'1dcnok at thur dlllllcrs. _-\tt.'r mndl WII,
and m:Ulv tia'SlIes of convi\-i,,1 hra\','n-, the l1le,.ting sepa-
rated ::tfter midni<>ht fnlly l'I',ol\-('1I 111 pal, drink, speak,
and fight for Lo~d ('astl,~rea!!I~. TII?y, so l:lf kept their
words, that the supporters 01 the ~1Il01l lIldlsptltahly
showed more personal spirit tban tbelr opponents durlllg
tlw session.

Th,,, hotlse of Lord Clwrlemonl was t11"I'hH'e of rope(-
ina for the leading Members, opponeuts of the Cnion; the

::> 36'
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hereditary patriotism and honour of his son, the present
Earl, pointed him out Ii)!" gpner;:d confidence. The next
morning after Lord Castfcrpr;gh's extraordinary coterie,
a meeting was held at Charlenl0nt House, to consider of
the best system to be pursued in the House of Commons,
to preserve the c011ntry from the impending ruin.

1'\0 man in Ireland was more sincere than Lord Char-
lemont. Lord Corry ,yrtS hv t~Hmore rtrdellt, and Lord
Leitrim more reseITed. ill th;.ir mrtnncrs: the Commoners
who attended, wcre alike honest and honourable: their
objects were the S~llnc, but their temperature was un-
equal; and this meeting, with very few excepti,on,s, w~s
exactly the reverse of that of the Minister: patrIotIC, dIS-
interested, illdeclcndent, and talented; but of a calm,
gentle, and retlective charal'ter.

Lord CastIPreagh's project agaillst their courage was
_ommunicated to most of' them; and three distinct pro-
posals (it would, perhaps, bClimproper to state them now)
were made on that occasion.

In the judgment of the proposer (who still retains the
same opinion,) either of them, if adopted with spirit and
adhered to with perseverance, would have defeated the
Minister; hilt the great J)ody of the meeting disapproved
of them. ]\11'.Grattan, Lord Corry, Mr. John Ball, Co-
lonel O'Donnell, ]\11'. O'Donnell, Mr. Egan, and some
other gentlemen, zealously approved of by far the most
decisive and spirited of the three expedients. The pro-
poser well knew that no ordinary measures could be suc-
cessful against the Government, and that hy nothing but
extremes could the Union be even suspended. The re-
sidue of the meeting were, perhaps, more di,scre~t ,i and
never was there seen a more decided predIsposItIOn to
tranquillity, than in the majority of the distinguished
men at that important assembly of Irish patriots.

~owever, on the very first debate, in 1800, it appeared
ll1~I~p~ltably that Lord Castlereagh had diffused his 0\\'11
spmt mto many of his adherents, and it became equally
apparent, that it was not met with corresponding ardonl'
by the opposition: to this, however, there was one memO-
rable exception, to lVIr.Grattan alone was it reserved to
support the spirit of his party, and to exemplify the gal-
lantry he so strongly recommended to others. Roused by
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Mr. !Jorry, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, he gave him
no tJ;ne for repentanc:; and, considering the temper of
the times, the propcnslty of the people, and the intense
agitation upon the subject, it is marvellous, that this was
the only instance of blomlshed during the contest. Mr.
Gr~ttan ha~ shot him at day break, and the intelligence
a!l"lved wlulst the House was yet sitting, its cff(~ctwas
smgular. The project at Lord Castlereagh's well war-
ranted reprisals."

V. Lord Corry, now Earl Belmore, was one of the most
zealous, unflinching, and respectable of the Anti-Union-
ists: a young nobleman of considerable talent and in-
tegrity, he felt sorely the ruin which the flippant imbe-
cility and short vision of lVIr. Fortescue and Lord Cole
had brought upon the country. He could not believe but
that all those who had composed the majority against the
Union, would, on recovering their recollection, see the ne-
cessity of }Ir. Ponsonby's motion, and he determined, by
a declaration of a similar purport, to gin~ them an op-
portunity of recovering from that error which they inad-
vertantly fell into.

In this, however, his Lordship was mistaken, the ex-
treme impolicyof any pledge of eternal enmity to Union
had, from the last day, been sedulously inculcated by the
friends of Government, upon every feeble-minded or
wavering member; and Lord Corry's motion, after an
animated, long, and high-blooded debate, was definitively
negatived by a considerable majority, and ga.\"e another
handle to the Viceroy for ulterior efforts.

Thou<Yh the fate at' Lord Corry's motion was of a most
distracti~<Y nature, it made but little impression on the
confiuenc~ of the Anti-Lnionists; they could not bring
themselves to suppose that a measure so vital, so con-
clusive, and so generally detested, bei~H! once lwguti\'cd,
could again be 'proposed l~y the (dctea,ted ministers) to
the same Parliament. 1 honsalllis at addresses were
presented, and ,resolutions pas~ed against any further dis-
cussion, and, for a time, H'JOlClllg and confi~encc were
the general sul~ects throughout the whole natIOn.

• Two of the three expedient~ propo~ed. at Ii!"'t view. might appelU'
extrava~ant. and were called impracticable: one wa' certaml)' ea.'!Y.all
were !a).a!. and either of them would have been effective.
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VI. The r0jnicinQ:s in the nwtropolis exceededallothe~.
Duhlin \FIS lllor0 than any other place interested 111
dcl;~atin(! a lIwaS\lre whi ..h mnst. hv the cllnsequent
emicrration of the lIohles alld commoliers, deprive it of
en~ry ndn.ntrwe which their splendour alld luxu.ry of
society, their grand and nUlllerous cstalilishments, mflux
of strangers, and expenditure of gre'lt fortunes amongst
its citizens, must confer upon a city which was not coID-
mercial.

These ebullitions of joy and gratitude to their d.eli-
ver0rs, and hostility to the Cnionists, were excessl.ve.
Lord Castlcreagh was htln~ in effigy and burnt fac!~g
the door of the author, in ~Ierrion Sqllare; but no dIS-

turbance occurred that could possibly justify military ex-
ecution. The violent spirit, however, of the Chance!lor,
anticipated some attack on his partisans, which consclOuJ
culpability, a heat()d imagination, and his own terrors ha
raised up asa spectre he fore him, and led him t~ coun~e-
nance one of the most unjustifiable. Oll the unlvers~lIty
of the rejoicings and rather boisterous demollstratlOdS
of joy, at the defeat of Government, his alarmed Lor'
ship under cololJj' of taking precautions to preserve .the
peace, called a Privy Conncil to the Castle, which mIght
screen himself under the authority of that body, from ~he
individual imputation of those measures of se~~r~ty,
which he determined to put in force against the reJolclZg
population, should any teasible opportunity be given or
the interference of the military. This is a matter of/act,
but care was taken that any order which might be gIven,
or the proximate authority through which any wantl~
violence might be committed amongst the people, shall
not be made public ..
. About nine at night, a party of the military statIOned
1~ the old .Custom House, near Essex Bridge, silen~ly sal-
hed out WIth trailed arms, without any civil magIstrate,
and only a serjeant to command them' on arriving at
Capel-street the populace were in the ~ct of violently
huzzaing for their friends, and, of course, with equal
vehemence execrating their enemies' but no riot act was
read, no !llagistrate appeared, and' no disturbance or
tumult eXls~ed to warrant military interference.

The soldlCrs, however, having taken a position a short
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way down the street, without being in any way assailed,
fired a volley of balls amongst the people; of course a
few were killed and some wounded; amongst the former
were a woman and a hoy, a man fell dead at the feet of
Mr. P. Hamilton, the Kine-,'s Proctor of the Admiralty,
who, as a mere spectator, was viewing the illumination.
This is only mentioned to evince the violent spirit which
guided the Government of that day, and the tyrannic
means which were resorted to, to terrify the people from
testifying their zeal at their deliverance, as they fancied,
from the proposed annexation.

This outrage was made a subject of complaint to Par-
liament, but so well were the actors concealed, that nothing
could be developed to lead to punishment. The rejoicings
however, were neither ended nor checked by military
execution, and, at the conclusion of the session, the
same spirit of hostility to the Union remained not only
as unsnbdued, but still more decided than at its com-
mencement.

A most remarkable proof of the shameless lengths, at
that period, resorted to by the Viceroy and Minister to
gain over a sufficient number of the Anti-Unionists against
the ensuing sessions, occurred immediately after the close
of the session of 1799.

VII. A public dinner of all the patriotic members was
had in Dublin to commemorate the rescue of their country
from so imminent a danger. One hundred and ten mem-
bers of Parliament sat down to that splendid and trium-
phant entertainment.

Never was a more cordial, happy assemblage of men
of rank, consideration, and of proven integrity, collected
in one chamber, than upon that remarkable occasion.
Every man's tried and avowed principles were supposed
to be untaintable, and pledged to his own honour and
his country's safcty; and amongst others, 1\Ir. Handcock,
member for Athlone, appeared to he conspicuous; he
spoke strongly, gave nnmerons Anti-Union toasts, vowed
his eternal hostility to so infamous a measure, pledged
himself to God and man to resist it to extremities. and,
to finish and record his sentiments, he had composed an
Anti-V nion song of many stanzas, which he sung himself
with a general chorus, to celebrate the spmt, the cause,
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and the patriotism of tlw mectin2: this was encored more
than once b)" tlj(' l'0ll11':11l)", ;lIHllw Il'itlHlrell' towards day
'with tlIP rPJlIltatioll of b..ill~ ill ll~l~l,the most pure, un.
flinchin:2; oppon('nt of tlj(' nll'aSllrt' he so cordially resisted.

From that da\', Lords ('''mll'alli" ami Castlcreagh
wisely marked him out a" Olll' of their opponents who
should be gained ov('r OIL a /I!I tcrms,

Human natnre is th(' S:lnlf' ill ewr)" part of the globe j
wherever ambition, vallit)" or a \'arice take root, and become
ruling passiolls, their v('~('tation ma)" be checked for a
day, but the root is perellnial : and Ireland had no re~son
to suppose nature would I~l\'our her by an unqualIfied
exemption of Iwr representatives from those alluring ,:ices
which she harl so profllsel y la \'islwd on and exemphfie?
in the British P,u'liament. that at h'n!!th it became so pob
tically vicious amI intolc(ably corrupt, that the remedyof
a democratic rcti>rlll, in the ConllllOlls, or more prorerly,
a recurrellce to the theory of the constitution, was, found
indispensable to secure the remains of that cOllstltutlOn
against the overwhelming influelwc of the Peers and tbe
oligarchy which menaced its allllihilation. ,

It \\'as, therefore, the very sllillmit of British egotl~m
and injusti(:(', to pretend that the corrtlpt state of the IrIsh
Parliament ton\lf~d a leading and just ground for alt?
gether extinguishing its ('xistence, though it appears m
full proof, that in proportion to their respective llul11b~rs,
the British Commons at the period of the Irish Utl1?n
contained one fourth more corrtlpt, corruptible, and m-
fiuenced members than that of Ireland at any period, ~n~
that the British Minister on the regency question, intImi-
dated, influenced, or corrupted the British House of
Commons, when that of [reIand was found pure enough
to resist aU his efforts, and support the heir apparent.

The English people, therefore, from a recurrence ,to
unequivocal facts, and from a sad experience of the infimte
ease with which any minister corrupted and controlled at
pleasure their own Parliament, will scarcely believe that
all ~he ~r~s, the money, the titles, the offices, the bribes,
their mllllster could bestow, aU the influence he possessed,
all the patronage he could grant, all the promises he could
~e, all the threats he could use all the terrors he could

~-' ,
excite, all the deprivations he could inflict, could seduce
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or warp away scarcely more than a half of the members
of the Irish Commons, .from their dutf to their country,
and that on the questIOn of aunexatlOn by union, his
utmost eflorts could not influence more than eiaht above
a moiety of their number; yet, with only 1:')8 ~~Itof 300,
which in England would be considered a defeat, he per-
severed and effected the extinguishment of the legislature
a majority, which, on any important question w~lld hav~
cashiered a British minister, Yet such was the fact in
Ireland; and the division of the 5th and 6th February,
1800, on the Union, will remain an eternal record of the
unrivalled incorruptible purity of 115 members of that
Parliament. This observation is matter of absolute fact;
it may be proper to give it even by anticipation, as an
illustration, and a fact of which the English people seem
to have been totally ignorant. For her own sake probably
England will soon recur to Irish history, where she will
find her long sufferings, and rl10reunshaken loyalty to her
English kings than in any other country or portion of her
people.*

This not misplaced digression will be considered as a
prelude to the sequel of Nlr, Handcock, being a sample
and a warning to England of what might be also the fate
of their own representation,

The blandishments of the crafty Viceroy, were now
unsparingly lavished on J\Ir. Handcock: simple money
would not do, they endeavoured to persuade him that his
principles were disloyal, his song was sedition, and that
further opposition might end !n tre~son; stIll h~ held out
until title was added to the bnbc, hISown conSClellce was
not strong enough to resist the charge, the ,'anity of his
family lusted for nobility, He \\'avered, hut he yielded j
his vows, his dedaration, his song, all vanishl:d hetore
vanity, and the year 1800 saw :\lr. Halll~('Qck 01 Athlone
Lord Castlemaine. But the reputatlClu ot a renegade was
embodied with the honours of his j;\mily, and pecuniary
compensation for a Parlianlentary return could do no
mischief to his public reputation; he became a strong
supporter of the Union .

• Fide ante, page 225
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CHAPTER XXVII.

Felons in the gaols induced, by promise of pardon, to sign petitions in
favour of tIle l'"nion-E\'ery means of corruption resorted to by the
Viceroy-Viceroy doubtful of future support~ReC'Orted to Place Bill
-l'"npamlleIe.1 measure of puhlic bribery avowed by Lord Castle-
rea~h-Bill to raise ,£ 1 ,.5()O,()()(), for I,ribes-Grave reflectIOn on the
Kinl!,"'s assenting to an avowed act of corruption-A few bribes called
Compensation-Thl' British l'arliament hall anticipate,l the proposal-
Lonl Cornwallis's speech peculiarly artful-Lord Loftus moves the
address- Lord Castlereagh's reason-Sir Laurence Parson's Important
motion and speech-Debate continued all night-Lord Castlereagh's
plan put into execution-:\Ir. Bushe-l\Ir. Plunket-l\Tr. St. George
Dalr-His character-His attack on l\Ir. Bushe-On l\Tr. Plunket-
Repliell to by Mr. Barrington-l\lr. Peter Burrows-Affecting ~ppear-
ance of Mr. Grattan in the House of Commons-Returned for Wlcklow
the precedin,g evening-The impediment laid by (jovernment---:Re-
turned at midnight-Entere,l the house at s(,\'en in the morning ill a
dehilitated state-Description of his entry-Powerful sensation caused
by his splendid oration-l\1r. Corry il1llucerl to reply-No effect on thdHouse-The three Bagwells secedl'd from Government-Lord Orrn?D.
changed to the minisln-l\lr. Arthur Browne',; tergiversation-DiVl-
sion-Mr. Foster',; speech-Important incident-Bad conduct of the
clergy-Very singular circumstance-Mr. Annesley chairman of the
committee on the Union-Bishop of Clogher returns Mr. Annesley to
Parliament-Messrs. Ball and King petitlon-Succeed-Mr. Annesley
declared not duly elected-Left the chair and quitted the House-~~
a legal chairman-Shameful and palpable act of corruption by ~II'

William G1adowe Newcomen-Brihe proved-Bribery of Mr. Kn~
and .Mr. Crowe-Their speeches against the Union-~e Earl
BelVidere most palpably bribed to change sides-His resolutlOns-Mr
Knox and Mr. Crowe bribed-Mr. Usher bribed to secrecy-The cor.
rupt agreement of Mr. Crowe and Mr. Knox to vacate their seats for
U~ion members, in presence of :Mr. Usher, a Parson-The terms
Wlt~ Lo!d Castlereagh-:Mr. Charles Ball's affecting conduct-:-The
Anl1-U'nIon members, despairing, withdraw in a body-Last Slttlllg of
the 1mh Parhament-The House surrounded by military-Most
affectIng scene-Bad consequences to England-Unhappiness of the
Speaker-Ireland extinguished.

1: IT is not possible to comprise in a single volum.e a
tithe of the means and measures of every descriptlOU,
retorted to by the Viceroy and Secretary, not only to
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seduce the members, but to procure addresses favourable
to their views, from every or any rank or description of
people, from the first rank to thc very JO\vest order j
begg~us, cottagers, tradesmen, every individnal who could
he influcnced, ,vere tempted to pnt their names or marks
to addresses, not one word of which they understood the
intent, still less the ruinous result oi: Even public
instances were adduced, some mentioned in Parliament,
and not denied, of felons in the gaols purchasing pardon,
or transmutation, by signatures, or by forging names, to
Union elliogiums.

English generals, who, at a moment when martial law
existed, or a recollection of its execution was still fresh in
every memory, could not fail to have their own influence
over proclaimed districts and bleeding peasantry; of
course, their success in procuring addresses to Parliament,
was not limited either by their power, their disposition, or
their instructions.

The Anti-Union addresses, innllmeral11e and fen-id, in
their very nature voluntary, and the signatures of high
consideration, were stigmatized by the title of seditious and
disloyal; whilst those of the compelled, the bribed, and
the culprit were printed and circulated by every means
that the treasury, or the influence of the Government,
could etlect.

1\1r. Darby, High Sheriff of King's County, and )Iajor
Rogers of the artillery, had gone so far as to place two
six-pounders towards the doors of the Court Honse, where
the gentlemen and freeholders of the connty were assem-
blinD" to address as Anti-Unionists: and It IS not to be
wondered at. that the dread of grape shot not only stopped
those, but n~nnerous meeting-s tor similar purposes: yet
this was one of the means taken to pren'nt the expn,sslOn
of public meetings without, allLl limned a. proper com-
parison for the meaSlUes resortell tn, \\"llhm the walls of
Parliament.

As this volume cannot detail the innnmerable circum-
stances and episodes which a perfl~ct history of those. ~imcs
would embody, it may I.'C clJough t<~ sar, that It the
Enn-lish readers of this work \\"ill11na~nIlC any act thaI an
ind~fatigabll', and, on this subject, the most corrupt of
Governments could hy possibility rf'sort to, to carry a

3i
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measure they had determined on; such readers cannot
imagine acts more illegal, unconstitutional, and corrupt,
thal~ those of the Yice~o); of Ireland, his secretary and
under-secretary, employed, from the close of the session
of 1799 to that of 1800: in the last of the Irish Parlia-
ments every thing therefore is passed over, or but slightly
touched on, till the opening of the last session.

II. Lords Cornwallis and Castlereagh, having made
good progress during the recess, now discarded all secrecy
and reserve. To recite the various acts of simple metalliC
corruption which were practised without any reserv~,
during the summer of 1799, arc too numerous for thiS
volume. It will be sufficient to describe the proceedings,
without particularizing the individuals. Many of the
Peers, and several of the Commoners had the patronage
of boroughs, the control of which was essential to the
success of the Minister's project. These patrons Lord
Castlereagh assailed by every means which his power and
situation afforded. Lord Corn wallis was the remote, Lord
Castlere~gh the intermediate, and Mr. Secretary Cooke,
the immediate agents on mallY of these bargains. Lord
Shannon, The Marquis of Ely, and several other Peers
commanding votes, after much coquetry, had been secured
during the first session; but the defeat of Governm~nt
rendered their future support uncertain. The par~la-
mentary patrons had breathing time after the precedlllg
session, and began to tremble for their patronage and
importance; and some desperate step became necessary
to Government to insure a cOl!tinuance of the support of
these personages. This object gave rise to a mea~ure
which the British nation will scarcely believe pOSSible,
its enormity is without parallel. .

Lord Castlereagh's first object was to introduce mto
the House, by means of the Place Bill, a sufficient num-
ber of dependents to balance all opposition. He t~en
boldly announced his intention to turn the scale, by bribes
to all who would accept them, under the name of compen-
sation for the loss of patronage and interest. He pub-
licly declared, first, that every nobleman who returned
members to Parliament should be paid, in cash 15,0001.
fo~ every member so returned; secondly, that every
member who had purchased a seat in Parliament should
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bave his purchase-money repaid to him, by the Treasury
of Ireland; thirdly, that all members of Parliament, or
others, who were losprs hy a C nion, should be fully rc-
compcnsed for tlwir losses, and that 1,500,0001. should be
deyoted 10 1his seJ'\'icc: in other terms, all who support-
ed his meaS\HC \\"cre, under some pretcnce or other, to
share in this hank of corruption.

A declaration so flagitious and treasonahle was ncver
publicly made in any~country; but it had a powerful
effect in his favour; and, before the meeting of Palia-
ment he had secured a small majoriy, (as heretofore
mentioned,) of eight above a moiety of the members, and
he courageously persisted.

After the debate on the Union in 1800, he performed
his promise, and brought in a Bill to raise 0l.1emillion
and a half of money npon the Irish people, nominally to
compensate, but really to bribe their rcprescntatives, for
betray"iug their honour and selling their country. This
Bill \\"as but feehly resistc:d; tbe di\"isinns of January
and February (18lJO) had reduced tl\e success of the
Government to a certainty, and all further opposition
was abandoned. It was unimportant to Lord Castle-
reagh, who received the plunder of the nation; the taxes
were levied, and a vicious partiality was effected in the
partition.

The assent to the Bill by his Majesty, as King of Ire-
land, gives rise to perhaps the most grave consideration
suzgested in these :\Iemoirs.

~\.king, bound by the principles of the British Consti-
tution, giving his sacred and voluntary fiat to a Bill to
levy ta;es tor the compensation of members of Parlia-
ment, !i)r thl'ir loss of the opportunities of selling what it
was criminal 10 sell or purchase, could scarcely be be-
lie'"ed bv the British people.

It ma'y be curiolls t<) con "ide I' how the English. would
endure the proposal of sueh a measure. III ~helr .own
country, a British Premier who should advisc 11ls. Majesty
to gi\'e his assent to s\lch a statute, would expew'}lce the
utnlPst puuishment that the sevcr~st ]a W 01 LIlglalld
could inllid for that eIlol"ll1lty. :'\01' should the Irish
people be blamed for refusing to aC'luie:ee in a measure
whIch was carried in direct vIOlatIOn 01 the law, and 1Il-
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fraction of the 'statutes [uminst briherv and corruption,
and in defiance of evcry preccpt moral ~alld political. .

There were times whell :Ur. Pitt would have lost hIs
head for a tithe of his GoVerlllllent in Ireland: Stafford
was an angel compared to that celebrated statesman.

,\Yhen the compensation statute had receiwd the royal
assent, the Viceroy appointed four commissioners to carry
its provisiollS into execution. Three were l\lembers .of
Parliament, whose salaries of 1200l. a year each (wIth
probable advantages) were a tolerable consideration for
their former services. The Honourable Mr. Annesley,
Secretary Hamilton, and Dr. Duigenan, were th~ princi-
pal commissioners of that extraordinary distributlOu.

It is however to be lamented, that the records of the
proceedings have been wlaccuuntably disposed of A
voluminous copy of claims, accepted and rejected, waS
published, and partially circulated; but the great and
important grants, the private pensions, and occult com-
pensations, have never been made public, further than
by those who received them .... It is known that

.£ s. d.
Lord Shannon received for his patronage in the

Commons ......•... 45,000 0 0
The Marquis of Ely ..... 45,000 0 0
Lord Clamnorris, besides a Peerage 23,000 0 0
Lord Belvidere, besides his douceur 1.5,000 0 0
Sir Hercules Langrishe .... 15,000 0 0

III. At length, the Parliament being sufficiently ar-
ranged to give Government a reasonable assurance of
success, Lord Castlereagh determined to feel the pulse of
the House of Commons distinctly before he proposed the

.measure of the Union.

• The extraordin~.claims for compensation, and some extraor~ary
~ts by. t~e CommlSSlonem,would, on any other occasion, be a fit sub-
Ject for ndicule. I?ut the application of one million and a half sterlmg,
to purposes so public and so vile, renders it an eternal blot on the Gov-
e~~nt in Trel,,:nd,and on the minister and cabinet of England for per-
mItting the Kmg to gIve the royal assent to so indisplltably corrupt a
statute.

~mongst other curious claims for Union Compensations, in the Report
printed and CIrculated, appear, one from the Lord Lieutenant's rat-
catcher at the Castle, for .decrease ?f employment; another from the
~ry woman of ~hePnvy Councd oi England, for increased !rOuble

department; WIth numeroua others of the same 4luality.



OF THE IRISH NATION. 437

3_-
• I

The British Parliament had already framed the terms
on which the proposition was to he founded. giviug to its
own project the comp]px~on of a favour, and trim~lphing
by antIelpatlOn over the l!l(kpelHlence of Ireland.

This was a m~lsterpiece of arroQanee; and it was de-
tnrmincd to try the ii.Jeling,sof the Commons hv a IH'Qative
measure, before the insulting olle should he s'llhstan'tially
propounded to them. The 15th day of January, 1800 (the
last session of the Irish Parliament,) gave rise to a drhate
of the most acrimonious natun', and 'Of great 'importance.

The speech of Lord Cornwallis from the throne was
expected to avow candidly the determination of the Min-
ister to propose, and if possible achieve, a Legislative
Union. Every man came prepared to hear that proposal j
but a more crafty course was taken bv the Secretary.

To the surpr'ise of the Anti-Unioilists, the Viceroy's
speech did not even hint at the men sure, the suggl'stion
of a C nion was sedulously a mided. Lord ViscOlmt Loftus
(now }larrluis of Ely)" liloved the addres,. which \\'as as
vague as the speech was empty. Lord Loftus was another
of those young noblemen who were emitted hy their con-
nections to mark their politics: but neither the cause nor
his Lordship's oration conferred any honour on the au-
thoI'; and his speech would ha~'e answered any other
suhject just as well as that upon which it was uttered.

There was not a point in the Viceroy's speech intended
to be debated. Lord Castlereagh, havin!! judiciously col-
lected his flock, was hetter enahled to decide on numhcrs j
and to count with sufficient certainty on the result of his
labours since the preceeding session, 'without any hasty or
premature disclosure ~f ~lis definiti~'e n,leasure ..

This nCirall\'e and IIlsHhollS mode ot proceedlllg, how-
ever, couh( not be p('rmitted hy the opposition: and Sir
Laurence Parsons, a ftCI' one of (h(' most ahle and Illmino.,
speeches he had e~'er uttrred. l11o\"f'd:lll alll'?lHJment, ae-
claratorv of the r('solution of Parlianwnt to preserve the
Constitlition as estahlisllPd in 1782, and to support the
freedom and indept'ndence of the nation. This motion

• His L<ml,hip. who took 0'0 I'wmin,'nt an.1 ill\"ililOllS a part in the
tf;\n"<lctI\Hl, h<d Ift"n christ"lwd L.... BOn hy tlw hll:JlOlIfi'U- party of the
1I0U:'l', an,! was only selectcll to show the Commons that 1\15 lather had
been pure ha«'d,
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was the touch-stone of the parties; the attendance ,oj
the Lllionists in the House was compulsory, that ~f Its
opponents optional; and Oil counting the members, SIXty-
six (about a fifth of the whole) were absent, a !!lost fa-
vourable circumstance for the Minister. Every mmd was
at its stretch, every talent was in its vigour: it was a
momentous trial; and never was so general and so deep
a sensation felt in any country, 1'\Umel'OLlSBritish no-
blemen and commoners were p'rescnt at that and t!le suc-
ceeding debate, and they expressed opinions of Insh elo-
quence which they had never before conceived, nor ever
after had an opportunity of appreciating. Every man on
that night seemed to be inspired by the subject. Speeches
more replete with talent and energy, on both sides, n~ver
were heard in the Irish Senate, it was a vital subJe?t.
The sublime, the eloqucnt, the figurative orator, the plam,
the connected, the metaphysical reaSOllPr, the classic~l, the
learned, and the solemn declaimer, in a successIOn,0
speeches so full of energy and enthusiasm, so interestJll~
in their nature, so important in their consequence, create
a variety of sensations evcn in the bosom of a stranger,
and could scarcely fail of exciting some sympathy with f
nation which was doomed to close for ever that school a
eloquence which had so long given character and celebrity
to Irish talent.

The debate proceeded with increasing heat and interest
till past ten o'clock the ensuing morning (16th.) Many
members on both sides signalized themsel ves to an extent
that never could have beell expected. The result of the
convi.vial resolution at Lord Castlereagh's house, a~ready
~entlOned, was actually exemplified and clearly discern-
lble; an unexampled zeal, an uncongenial energy, an
uncalled for rancour, and an unusual animation broke out
£Wm several supporters of Government to an extent
wbich none but those who had known th~ system Lord
~astlereagh had skilfully suggested to his followers, could
m.any way account for. This excess of ardour gave to
thIS debate not only a new and extraordinary variety of
language, but an acrimony of invective and an absence
of all !ll0~eration, never before so immoderately practised.

Th~s ."10I~ncewas in unison with the pu O'nacious project
of anu.clpatmg the Anti-Unionists in offen~ive operatiollS,
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some remarkable instances of that project were actually
put into practice, and are not unworthy of being recorded
in the Irish chronicles.

Mr. Bushe, the late Chicf Jnstice of Ireland, was as
nearly devoid of private and public enemies as any man.
Endowed with superior taleuts, he haLl met with a cor-
responding success in an ambitious profl'ssion and in a
jealous country. His eloquence was of the purest kind;
but the more delicate the edge, the deeper cuts the irony,
and his rebukes were of that description; and when em-
bellished by his ridicule, coarse minds might bear them,
but the more sensitive ones could not. Mr. Plunket's
satire was of a different nature, his weapon cut in e.'ery
direction, and when once unsheathed, little quarter could
be expected. His satire was, at times, of that corroding
yet witty nature, that no patience could endure; yet, 011
this debate. both these gentlemen were assailed with in-
trepidity by; a person wllOse talents were despised, and
the price of whose seduction glared in all appointment to
the highest office at the Irish bar-a barrister without
professional practice or experience, and who was not con-
sidered susceptible of black letter. As a statesman he
had no capacity, and as an orator he was below even
mediocrity, from an embarrassed pronunciation which
seemed to render any attempt at elocution a most hope-
less experiment. Such was M1'. St. George Daly, ap-
pointed Prime Seljeant of Ireland in the place of Mr.
Fitzgerald, raised over the heads of the Attorney and
Solicitor General, and, from a simple briefless advocate
elevated to the very highest rank of a talented and learned
profession . .:\11'.Daly, however, was a gentleman of
excellent family, and common sense, and, what was for-
merly highly esteemed in Ireland, of a "fighting family."
He was the brother of 1'11'.Dennis Da1\-. of so much
talent, and of so much rf'plltation among-st the patriots of
eighty-two. He was prowl ennll~h lor his pretensions,
and sufficiently conceited for his capacity: and a pri,-ate
g"l1tleman Ilf' would have remained, had not Lord Castle-
re:l!.rh and the Fnion placed him in public SItuations,
wh~re he had Illmself too much sense not to lee! that he
certainly was o'-er-elevated. This gentleman is particII-
lady noticed, as, 011 thii night, he, in some points, over-
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came the public opinion of his incapacity, and he sur.
prised the House bv one of the most clever and severe
philippics which klcl been pronoullced during the disc.us-
sions upon the Cnion, more remarkable from .bemg
directed against two of the most pure and formidable
orators in the country ...

The contempt with which }Ir. Daly conceIved ~ISca-
pacity was viewed by the superior members of hiS ~ro-
fession, the inaptitude he himself felt for the os~enslble
situatioll he was placed in, the cutting sarca~ms liberally
lavished on his inexperience and infirmity, m lam~oons
and pamphlets, combined to excite an .e:,t~aordlDary
exertion to extricate himself from the humllmtmg taunts
that he had been so long experiencing. 1\1r.Daly's attack
on Mr. Bushe was of a clever description, and .had Mr.
Bushe had one vulnerable point, his assailant nllght h~ve
prevailed. He next attacked lVIr.Plunket, who sat Im-
mediately before him; but the materials of his vocabul~ry
had been nearly exhausted' however he was makmg, ,
some progress, when the keen visage of Mr. plunket was
seen to assume a curled sneer, whic-h, like a legion offe?-
sive and defensive, was prepared for any enemy.. No
speech could equal his glance of contempt and n.dIcule,
1\1r. Daly received it like an arrow, it pierced him, he
faltered like a wounded man, his vocal infirmity b~can~t
more manifest, and after an embarrassed pause, he ylClde,
changed his ground, and attacked by wholesale ev.ery
member of his own profession who had opposed a Un~on,
and termed them a disaffected and dangerous factIOn.
~ere again he received a reply not calculated to please
him, and at length he concluded one of the most remark-
able speeches, because one of the most unexpected, that
had been made during the discllssion. Every member
who had been in the habit of addressinO' the House, neW'
ones who had never spoken, on that night made warm,
and several of them eloquent, orations.

Mr. Peter Burrows, a veteran advocate for the rights
of Ire~and, ~vherever and whenever he had the power of
declarmg hImself, on this night made an able effort to
uphold his princ~pres. He was a gentleman of the bar
who ~d many fnends, and justly; nothing could be more
~us than the manner, nothing much beller than
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the matter, of his orations. His mind had ever been too
independent to cringf', and his opinions too intractable for
an arbitrary minister: on this night he formed a noble
and distinC:(nished cont rast to those of his own profession,
who had sold themselves alltl the representation for a mess
of pottage.

The Honse had nearly exhausted itself and tllt) subject;
when, about seven o'clock in the 1l10ming, an incillent
the most affecting and unexpected, occurred, and which is
too precious a relic of Irish Parliamentary chronicles, not
to be recorded.

IV. The animating presence of 1\1r. Grattan on this
first night of the debate was considered of the utmost
importance to the patriots, it was once more raising the
standard of liberty in Parliament. He had achiend the
independence of his country in 1782, and was the champion
best calculated at this crisis to defend it, a union of spirit,
of talent, and of honesty, gave him an inlhlf'nre above all
his contemporaries. fie had been ungratefully dpfamed
by the people he hau lilwratcu, and taking the calumny
to heart, his spirit had sunk within him, his health had
declined, and he had most unwisely seceded in disgust
from Parliament, at the very moment when he was most
required to defend both himself and his country. He
seemed fast approaching to the termination of all earthly
objects, when he was indu('ed once more to shed his in-
fluence over the political crisis.

At that time 311'. Tighe returned the members for the
close borough of 'Yicklo\\', and a vacancy having occurred,
it was tendered to 3Ir. Grattan, who would \rilling-I)' have
declined it but for the importunities of his friends.

The Lord Lieutenant and Lord Castlereagh, justly
appreciating the etl('ct his presence mi"ht have on the
first debate, had withheld till' wrii of ph:tioll till till' last
lllom"nt the law allo\\"f'd, a IIII till they cOll('f.in:d it might
he too late to return Jlr. (;raltan in tim" for the disrns-
SiOll. It was not lint il the ciar of the meetillg of Pa r1iamcllt
that the wril \\"as clelin'recl to the retllrninQ' otfi('Pr. By
extr;wrdinary eXf'ftiolls, and ll{'rhaps by fi)lIowin~ Iho
exam I'll' of g-tlvernment ill ovprstrai ni llg the la \\",t lIPelec-
tion was helel immedialelv 011 the arrival of thc writ. a.
sufficient nnmber of voters were collcctcd to return 31r.
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Grattan before midnight. By one o'clock the return was
on its road to Dublin; it arrived by five; a party of Mr.
Grattan's friends repaired to the private house of the pro-
per officer, and making him get out of bed, compelled
him to present the writ to Parliament before seven In the
morning, when the House ,vas in warm debate 011 the
Union. A whisper ran through e\'ery party that M!.
Grattan was elected, and would immediately take h~s
seat. The Ministerialists smiled with incredulous derI-
sion, and the opposition thought the news too good to
be true.

Mr. Egan was speaking strongly against the measure,
when Mr. George Ponsonby and Mr. Arthur Moore .(now
Judge of the Common Pleas) walked ant, and immedl~tely
returned, leading, or rather helping, Mr. Grattan, III a
state of total feehleness and debility. The effect waS
electric. Mr. Grattan's illuess and deep chagrin ha? re-
duced a form, never symmetrical, and a visage at all tImes
thin, nearly to the appearance of a spectre. As he feebly
tottered into the House, every member simultaneousl.y
rose from his seat. He moved slowly to the table; lus
languid countenance seemed to revive as he took those
oaths that restored him to his pre-eminent station; t~e
smile of inward satisiaction obviously illumin~ted hIS
features, and reanimation and energy seemed to kmdle by
the labour of his mind. The House was silent, Mr. Egan
did not resume his speech, Mr. Grattan, almost breathless,
as if by instinct, attempted to rise, but was una?le. to
stand, he paused and with difficulty requested permIsS~on
of the House to deliver his sentiments without movwg
from his seat. This was acceded to by ~cclamation, and
he who had left his bed of sickness to record as he thought,
his last words in the Parliament of his co~mtry, kindled
gradually till his language glowed with an energy and
feeling which he had seldom surpassed. After nearly twO
hours o~'t~e.most p?werful eloquence, he concluded with
an UndIml!llshed VlgOur, miraculous to those who were
unacquainted with his intellect.

Never did a speech make a more affecting impression,
but it came too late. Fate had deereed the fall of Ireland,
and her patriot came only to witness her overthrow. For
two hours he recapitulated all the pledges that England
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had made and had broken, he went through the great
events from 1780 to 1800, proved the more than treachery
which had been prartised towards the Irish people. He
had concluded, and the question was loudly called for,
when Lord Castlereagh was percei yed earnestl y to whisper
to lVIr.Corry, they for an instant looked round the House,
whispered again, lVIr.Corry nodded assent, and, amidst
the cries of question, he began a speech, which, as fill' as
it regarded Mr. Grattan, few persons in the House could
ha ve prevailed upon themselves to utter. Lord Castle-
reagh was not clear what impression lVIr.Grattan's speech
might ha ve made upon a few hesitating members; he had,
in the course of the debate, moved the question of adjourn-
ment; he did not like to meet Sir Laurence Parsons on
his motion, and lVIr.Corry commenced certainly an able,
but, towards Mr. Grattan an ungenerous and an unfeeling
personal assault, it was useless, it was like an act of a
cruel disposition, and he knew it could not be replied to.
At length the impatience of the House rendered a divi-
sion necessary, and in half an hour the fate of Ireland
was decided. The numbers were-

For an Adjournment, Lord Castlereagh had 138
For the Amendment 96

Majority. 42"

• One of the most unexpected and flagitious acts of public corruption
was that of Mr. Arthur Brown, member for the University of Dublin.
He was by birth an American, of most gentlemanly manners, excellent
character, and very considerable talents. He had by his learning become
a senior fellow of the University, and was the law professor. From
his entrance into Parliament he had been a steady, zealous, and able
supporter of the rights of Ireland, he had never' deviated; he would
accept no office; he had attached himself to ::\Ir. Ponsonbv, and was
5upposed to be one of the truest and most unassailable supporters of Ire.
land.

fn the session of 1799 he had taken a most unequivocal, decisive,
and ardent part a~inst the Union, and had spoken against it as a crime,
and as the rum of the country: he was believed to be incorruptible. On
thIS night he rose, but crest-fallen and abashed at his own teJ1!;iversation;
he recanted eve,r~ word he had ever uttered, deserted from the country,
sllpported the 1nlOn, accl'pted a bnhe from the Mllllster, was afterwards
placed in office, but shame haunted him, hated. himself: an amIable man
fell a nctJm to corruptJon. He rankled, and pllled, and died of a wretch.
ed mind and a broken cons1itution



RISE AND FALL

This decision, undoubtedly, gave a death wound to the
Irish nation. Many, however, still fostered the h~pe of
success in the opposition; and Lord Castlereagh did not
one moment relax his efforts to bribe, to seduce, and to
terrify his opponents ...

The Anti-Unionists, also, lost no opportumty of Im-
proving their minority; and the next division proved that
they had not. The adjournment was to the 5th day of
February; the Union propositions, as passe(~ by !he
British Parliament, were, after a long speech, laid before
the House of Commons by Lord Castlereagh: on that
day Mr Bagwell, of Tipperary County, seceded from
Government, the present Marquis of Ormond had also
divided from it; and the minority appeared to have re-
ceived numerous acquisitions. Mr. Saurin, Mr. Peter
Burrows, and other eminent gentlemen of the bar, noW'
appeared to make the last effort to rescue their country.

V. Lord Castlereagh, upheld by his last majority, noW'
kept no bounds in his assertions and in his arrogance;
and after a debate of the entire night, at eleven the en-
suing morning the division took place. It appeared that
the Anti-Unionists had gained ground since the for~er
session, and that there existed 115 Members of the Iflsh
Parliament, whom neither promotion, nor office, nor f~ar,
nor reward, nor ambition, could procure to vote agamst
the independence of their country, though nations fall,
that opposition will remain immortal.

Lord Castlereagh's motion was artful in the extreme,
he ~i.d not move expressly for any adoption of the pre-
pOSItIOns,but that they should be printed and circulated,
with ~ view to their ultimate adoption .
. ThIS w~s opposed as a virtual acceptation of the s1!b-
Jeet; on thIS point the issue was joined and the Irish nation
was, on that night, laid prostrate. The division was-

Number of Membe1'5 .... 300
.. For Lord Castlereagh'8 Motion .. 158

Against it. 115

Of Members present, majority 43
Absent '" .... 27

. By this division, it appears that the Government had
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a majority of the House of only eight, by their utmost
efforts 27 were absent, of whom every man refused to
vote f~r a Ullion, but did Ilot vote at all, being kept away
by different can:ies; and of consequence eight above a
moiety carrip,d the Lllion; and of the 158 who voted for
it in i800, 28 were notoriously bribed or influenced cor-
ruptly.

Although this was ominous to the ultimate fate of the
nation, the contest still proceeded with unremitting ar-
dour; numerous debates and numerous divisions took
place before the final catastrophe, in numbers, Govern-
ment made no progress, and never could or did obtain a
majority of fifty on the principle of a Union.

The details of the snlJsequent proceedings are not
within the range of this desultory memoir. The speech
of 1\11'. Foster, the Speaker, against the measure occupied
four hours: a deference to his opinion, and a respect for
his true patriotism, caused a dead silence throughout the
entire of his oration, on any other occasion, that oration
would have b8en overwhelming; but the question was,
in fact, decided before he had, in the committee, any op-
portunity of declaring his opinion; and his speech was
little more than recording his sentiments.

Some very serious facts occurred during the progress
of the discussion which may be worth reciting. The
House was surrounded by military, under pretence of
keeping the peace, which was not in danger, but, in fact,
to excite terror; Lord Castlereagh also threatened to re-
move the Parliament to Cork, if its proceedings were in-
terrupted. But, unfortunately, the Anti-Unionists had no
efficient organization, no decided leader; scattered and
desponding, they" did not excite sufficient external exer-

• The ful50me afl,lress from the Catholic clergy and Bishop Lanigan
from Kilkenny to .Marquis Cornwallis, in favour of the Cnion, for-
tunately rendered the addresses perfectly ndzClllolis. One of hi" excel-
lency's eyes, by some natural defect, appeared considerably diminished,
and. like the Iwndulum of a clock, was genera]]y in a state of motion.
The Hight Heverend Bishop and clergy having never before seen the
Marquis, unfortunately commenced their address with the most mal
a propos exordium of "your excellency has always kept a steady eye
on the interests of Ireland." The :uldress was presented at Levee.
His excellency however was graciously pleased not to return any answer
to that part of their c{)mpliment. 1\1r. Curran, on l!!Ceingthe address,

38
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tion ; destiny seemed to resign the nation to its fate; their
own brethren forsook them. The Bishops Troy, Lanigan
and others, deluded by the Viceroy, sold their country, and
basely betrayed their flocks, by promoting the Union, the
great body of Catholics were true to their country, but
the rebellion had terrified them from every overt act of
opposition, all was confilsion, nothing could be effected
against Lord Castlereagh, who had one million and a
half to bribe with, under pretence of compensation, b~-
sides, the secret-service money of England was at hiS
command, and that was boundless. Had the proposal
been made two years later, all the wealth and power of
England could not have effected the annexation.

The subject is now ended, posterity will appreciate the
injuries of Ireland. The only security England h~s for
the permanence of the Union, is a radical change m the
nature and genius of the people; or a total change of
system in the mode of governing. How blind must those
Governments be, which suppose that Ireland ever can be
retained permanently by the coercive system! Eight
millions of people, whose lives cannot be precious to them,
never can be permanently yoked to any other nation, .not
much more physically powerful, and not near so warll~e,
save by a full participation of rights and industry; Wlt~
employment, protection, and any means of subsistence,
the Irish might be the easiest managed people on the face
of Europe; naturally loyal, naturally tractable, naturally
adapted to labour, it is a total ignorance of their character
abroad, with a system of petty tyranny at home, that
destroys this people, governing by executions has the very
opposite effect from that intended, death is too common
to have much terrors for a desperate peasantry, hayg
100,000 every year, it would make no sensible diminutIOn
of the Irish population, and certainly would add nothing
to the ~an9uillity of the country; on the contrary, every
executIOn lllcreases the number of the dissatisfied, who
can be contented with the execution of his kindred 1 The
only guardians of that devoted people, the only persons

said the only match. for it he had ever read was the mayor of Coventry's
~~h to Queen Elizabeth: "When the Spanish Armada attacked your
.,rty, ecod they got the wrong sow bythe ear." The Queen desired

to SO home and she would send an WlSWer.
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who could direct or guide them, are now, by the Union,
for ever taken away from them; their landlords now reside
in other countries; no labourers are now employed on
tl18old df?mesnes that supported them. ,Vhat are they to
subsist upon? An idle population can never cease to be
a distlll'bed one; and, if it be possible to convince the Eng-
lish people that the state of lreland must soon influence
their own condition, much will be effected; if England
should be convinced that Ireland has been plundered by
a British Minister, of the only certain means of ensuring
her tranquillity (a resident Parliament,) that the plunder
has been without any beneficial operation to England
herself, great progress will be made toward some better
system. Half the time of the Imperial Parliament is
now occupied upon a subject of which nothing but local
knowledge can give a competent idea; and it is the opi-
nion of the wisest and most dispassionate people, that now
reflect upon the state of the connection, that either the
Union must he rendercd closcr and more operative for its
professed objects, interests must be more amalgamated,
and the nations dovetailed together, or the Union be alto-
gether relinquished, the dilemma is momentous, but the
alternative is inevitable.

This digression arises from the circumstances which
have been mentioned just preceding it. To a true-hearted
Irishman, it mnst be a subject of solicitude, but a reflection
on 1800, never can arise without exciting emotions of
disgust and feelings of indignation.

After a long, an ardent, but an ineffective struggle, the
Anti-Unionists gave way entirely; and but little further
resistance was offered to any thing.

During the progress of the Union hill through the com-
mittee, a circumstance took place, which, with reference
to analagolls subjects, is of the utmost legal and constitu-
tional importance.

Mr. Richard Annesley (afterwards Lord Annesley) was
called to the chair of the committee, on the motion of Lord
Castlereagh, and sat as chairman nearly throughout the
entire discussion.

Mr. R. Anllesley and General Gardner, had been
retumed members for the city of Clogher by the Bishop
whose predecessors had exercised that patronage through

~
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the votes of four or five of their own domestics, or, perhaps .
of only their steward or chaplain, anu in their own hall.
On this occasion, however, the Bishop's nomination of Mr.
Annesley and General Gardner was opposed by Mr.
Charles Ball and Colonel King, as an experiment, at the
suggestion of Mr. Plunket. On the election, these can-
didates tendered a number of the resident inhabitants of
the district as legal constituents of that ancient city, over
which the Bishops had, in despotic times, assumed a
patronage, not only contrary to the inherent rights of
franchise, but altogether unconstitutional, it being n.l~rely
a nomination of Members of the Commons by a spmtual
Lord. The Bishop's returning officer had, of course,
rejected all lay interference, and Mr. Annesley a~d
General Gardner were returned by five or six domestICS
of the prelate.

This election, however, was most vigorously con.t~st.ed
by Mr. Ball and Colonel King; they canvassed the VlcIlllty
informed the landholders of their inherent rights, and of
the Bishop's usurpation. A great number appeared, an.d
tendered their votes for the new candidates, who, in theIr
turn, objected to every voter received for those of the
Bishop; and, thus circumstanced, the return came back
to Parliament.

The Bishop's nominees took their seats, as lawful me:!
bers of Parliament; and as such Mr. Annesley was na~
chairman to the committee of the whole House, whIch
voted all the deta'ils and articles of the Union. Mr. Ball
and Colonel King, however, petitioned against that return.
A committee was appointed to decide the question: every
possible delay was contrived by the Government, and
every influence was attempted, even over the Members of
the committee, nothing was too shameful for the arrogance
of t~e Chancellor (who took a furious part) and the cor-
ruption of the Secretary.

VI. After a month of arduous and minute investigation,
an old document was traced to the Paper Office at the
Castle, which the Viceroy endeavoured to have suppressed
by the keeper of the records. On its production, th.6
u~~rpation of the Bishops was proved beyond all POSSI-
bd~ty of argument, and Mr. Anne~ley, through wh.ose
VOlce every clause of the Union had been put and earned, •..
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was declared by the House a usurper, and his election,
and the return therenpon, was pronounced null and void.
By this decision, the whole of the proceedings of the com~
mittee had been carried on, through the instrumentality
and functions of a person not de jure a member of Par-
liament at the time he so acted. This poiut, if it had been
then vigorously pushed, must have led to most serious and
deep constitutional questions.

It was the lex Parliarnentaria that, on an election for
a Member of Parliament, all votes taken before a return-
ing officer not legally qualified as such, were null and
void."

Mr. Charles Ball was excluded from voting against the
Union the whole time of Mr. Annesley's so usurping the
duties of a member, and voting in its favour. Whether
his acts could be construed to be legal was a point
rendered useless, by the certainty of the Union being
effected.

Mr. Annesley was in his seat in the House when the
report of the committee was read: the effect was consi-
derable. :Mr. Annesley and General Gardner instantly
rose and left the House, and Mr. Charles Ball and Colonel
King were as quickly introduced, dressed in the Anti-
Union uniform, and took their seats in the place of the
discarded members. A new chairman was substituted
for Mr. Annesley.

Another curious instance of palpable corruption remains
on record. Sir 'William Gladowe Newcomen, Bart.,
member for the county of Longford, in the course of the
debate, declared he supported the Union, as he was not
Instructed to the contrary by his constituents. This
avowal surprised many, as it was known that the county
was nearly unanimous against the measure, and that he
was well acquaiuted with the fact. However, he voted
for Lord Castlereagh, and he asserted that conviction
alone Was his guide; his veracity was doubted and in a. ,
few months some of his bribes were published. His wife
was a\oc{;ated a peeress .

•111'
• It wail contended by the constitutional lawyers, that the votes of a

commIttee taken by a chaIrman who was not a member oi the House.
the journals he signed, and the reports he brought up, were void, and,
a/Or/Ion, ever} act of the commitke.

38"
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One of his bribes has been discovered, registered in the
Rolls office, a document which it was never supposed
would be exposed, but which would have been grounds for
impeachment against every member of Government who
thus contributed his aid to plunder the public and corrupt
Parliament.

The following is a copy, from the Rolls Office of
Ireland:

By the Lord Lieutenant and General Governor of
Ireland,

CORNWALLIS.

"Whereas Sir William Gladowe Newcomell, Bart.,
hath by his memorial laid before us, represented that, on
the 25th day of June, 1785, John, late Earl of Mayo,
then Lord Viscount Naas, Receiver General of Stamp
Duties, together with Sir Thomas Newcomen, Bart., a~d
Sir Barry Denny, Bart., both since deceased, as suretl~s
for the said John, Earl of Mayo, executed a bond to his
Majesty, conditioning to pay into the treasury the stamp
duties received by him; that the said Earl of Mayo con-
tinued in the said office of Receiver General until the
30th day of July, 1786, when he resigned the sam~, at
which time it is stated that he was indebted to his Majesty
in the sum of about five thousand pounds, and died on the
7th of April, 1792; that the said sureties are dead, and
the said Sir Thomas Newcomen, Bart., did by his last
will appoint the memoriali~t executor of his estate j that
the memorialist proposed to pay into his Majesty's E~c~e-
quer the sum of two thousand pounds, as a composttlOfl,
for any money that might be recovered thereon, upon the
estate being released from any further charge on account
of the said debt due to his Majesty. And the before-
mentioned Memorial having been referred to his Majesty's
Attorney General, for his opinion what would be proper
to be done in this matter, and the said Attorney General
having by his report unto us, dated the 20th day of August,
1800, advised that, under all the circumstances of the case,
the sum of two thousand pounds should be accepted of
the memorialist on the part of Go\'ernment," &c. &c.

"J. TOLER."

..... -
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By this abstract it now appears, even .by the memorial
of Sir William Gladowe that he was ll1debted at least
five thousand pounds, fr~m the year 1786, to the public
treasury and Revenue of Ireland; that, with the interest
thereon, it amounted in 1800 to ten thousand pounds;
that Sir .William had assets in his hands, as executor, to
pay that debt; and that, on the Union, when all such ar-
rears must have been paid into the Treasury, the Attorney
General under a reference of Lords Cornwallis and, .
Castlereagh, was induced to sanction the transactIOn as
reported; "viz. "under all its circumstances," to forego
the debt, except two thousand pounds. Every effort was
made to find if any such sum as two thousand pounds
was credited to the public, and none such was discovered.
The fact is, that Lord Naas owed ten thousand pounds,
consequently Sir 'William owed twenty thousand; that he
never bona fide paid to the public one shilling, which,
with a peerage, the patronage of his county, and the
pecuniary pickings also received by himself, altogether
formed a tolerably strong bribe, e'"en for a more qualmish
conscience than that of :Sir \Yilliam.

But all the individual instances of the corrupt influence
which seduced so many members of the Irish Parliament
to betray their trusts, and transmit their names to posterity
as the most fatal enemies of that island where they drew
their breath, would be a labour of too great an extent for
a work of this description. But it will suffice to convince
the British Empire, that the Union between England and
Ireland was the corrupt work of the very minister who
was afterwards called over, with his Irish flock to become
the shepherd of the British nation.

VII. The few following authenticated examples of
corrupt seduction by Lords Cornwallis and Castlereagh
individually, may give some slight idea of the general
system:-

:\Ir. Francis Knox and :VII'.Crowe, two Irish barristers,
wer~ returned to Parliament for the close borough of
Phlllpstown, under the patronage of Lord Belvidere. In
the sessIOn of 1799 they violently opposed the Union. Mr.
Knox said; "I am satisficd that in point of commerce
~nglal1d .has nothing to give to this country; but, wer~
It otherWise, I would not condescend to argue the subject;
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for I would not surrender the liberties of my country for
the riches of the universe! I cannot find words to express
the horror I feel at a proposition so extremely degrading.
It is insulting to entertain it, even for a moment. What!
shall we deliberate whether this kingdom shall cease to
exist; whether this land shall be struck fi'om the scale
of nati-ons; whether its very name is to be erased from
the map of the world for ever? Shall it, I say, be a
question whether we surrender to another separate ~oun,try
and to another separate legislature, the lives, libertIeS,
and properties of five millions of people, who delegate,a
us to defend, but not to destroy the constitution 1 It IS
a monstrous proposition, and should be considered, merely
in order to mingle our disgust and execration with those
of the people, and then to dash it from us, never to be
resumed!" Mr. Crowe held similar language.

The Earl of Belvidere then called a meeting of the
county of "Vestmeath, to enter into resolutions against the
Union; and his proposed resolutions, in his own hand.
writing, declaratory of his resistance to that measur~" are
here inserted. Mr. Crowe termed its supporters ".flagItIOuS
culprits," and boldly declaimed against the unexampl~d
profligacy of the Viceroy and his Irish Secretary. It I,S
fortunate for history that irrefragable proofs exist of thIS
statement, and that Great Britain may peruse the mode
by which Ireland has been united to her. Every line,of
such documents might well form a ground of prosecutIon
or impeachment, for high crimes and misdemeanours,
against both the Viceroy and the Secretary.

The Earl of Belvidere and his two friends had expressed
themselves too strongly against the Union and were of
too much importance to be left untempted. 'The MarquiS,
therefore undertook to manage the Peer, whilst Lord
Castlereagh engaged to seduce the Commoners. Mr.
Usher, t.he Earl's chaplain, wise man, and adviser, was
also enlIsted to effe.ct the seduction of his patron and of
.his accessori,es. T,he ne~ociation completely succeeded.

,T~e EnglIsh nahon wIll scarcely believe the fact, that,
wlthm a few months, his Lordship with Mr. Knox and
Mr. Crow~, ~vereliterally purchased; 'and, in four months
after p~bhsh~ng the resolutions against the Union, ne\V
lesolutions, 111 favour of the measure, were circulated by



OF THE IRISH NATION. 453

his Lordship among his tenantry. As soon, as the b~i~e
was fixed, as he conceived, the whole of hIs LordshIp S

former ]Jrinciples were reC(t.n~ed, and condemned as hasty,
and against the general OpII1lOl~of th~ people.

Lord Cornwallis had now gamed hIs pomt, and turned
round on the apostates, they were disgraced traitors:
they were now helpless, they durst not again recant. The
terms had been munificent, nothing required by Lord
Belvidere had been refused by the Marquis; but after
he had made their defection public and irrevocable, he
gave his Lordship to understand that there was a miscon-
ception as to the terms, which, being matters of detail,
could be more properly arranged by the Secretary; and
thus he turned them over to the mercy of Lord Castle-
reagh. His Lordship, seeing they were entrapped beyond
the power of escaping, soon convinced them that he also
knew how to despise the instruments he had corrupted.
l\Ir. Usher, the chaplain, was to be remunerated for
soothing the conscience of Lord Belvidere, the clergy are
seldom reluctant when good bargains are going forward:
but a general dissatisfaction now arose amollg all the
parties. Usher, however, was contented, he got a cure
of souls for his political guilt, and, after having aided in
corruption, went to preach purity to his parishioners!

YIII. The English people would scarcely credit the
most accurate historian, did not the annexed letter prove
the whole transaction, and leave them to ruminate upon
the nefarious system to which they were themselves sub-
ject, under the same Minister. In England, an impeach-
ment would have been the result of this disclosure' but
in Ir~land, it was the least of Lord Castlereagh'; mal~
practIces.

Mr. Crowe's letter, shortly after Lord Belvidere was
purchased by Lord Cornwallis.

October 4th, 1799.
My DEAR LORD,

This moment yours of the 3d inst. has been delivered
by. the postl~lan, I am heartily concerned that I am
obhged to differ with your Lordship (for the first time
dUrIng a three and twenty years' friendship) in point of
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fact: as to what passed between you and Lord Cornwallis,
it has nothing to do with the present question, which, is
simply, "whether the agreement made by 1\'[1'. Knox wlt,h
Lord Castlereagh is to be adhered to or violated." ThIS
agreement was two months subsequent to your conversa-
tion with Lord Cornwallis, and you will recollect you had
two interviews with the Viceroy, the latter of which was,
by no means, so flattering as the first, and was v,ery~ar
from holding out splendid expectations, but all pnor dis-
cussions are al ways done awa y by a subsequent agreeme~t ;
for otherwise it would be absurd ever to think of makIng
one, which would be always open to be departed (rom by
any of the parties, on a suggestion that in a pnor con-
versation this thing was said or the other thing was
offered. An agreement onee made, nothing remains but
to carry it into effect according to its terms as fast as
possible. The business then eomes to this, what was the
agreement made by Mr. Knox with Lord Castlereag~,
respecting the only point that has induced your LordshIp
to delay matters, all the rest being confessedly understood,
namely, "the vacating 1\'[1'. Knox's seat and mine, in ord~r
to give the return of the two members to Government m
our places." ,

This particular 1\'[1'. Knox stated distinctly and ex~lI-
citly, that Lord Castlereagh, at the outset of the negoclU-
tion, laid it down as a sine qua non, that we mllst vacate
our seats in the present Parliament, and that he should
have the nomination of the two new members." But such
a distinction as your Lordship conceives of vacating fOf
the question of Union, and in case Government should be
defeated on that measure, that those two new members
sh?ul~ va,cate, ~nd that you should have a power, of nO-
mmatmg m theIr stead for the remainder of the Parliament,
never in the slightest degree was made by Mr. Kox, nor
even by your Lordship; but, on the contrary your Lord-
ship assented to that part as well as to eve;y other part
of the treaty with Lord Castlereagh, and from the instant
you thus gave your. assent, a full complete and perfect
agreement took place. Mr. Usher 'was prese:lt at all this,
and it is his duty to come forward and declare the fact.

On the lOt~ of July: this negociation commenced, and
&Iom~~,penod to thIS, I have been kept in town from
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my concerns in law, in constant expectation of having it
concluded, and now, nearly at the eud of three months,
to have it all upset is very severe.

As to the erwaaement that your Lordship describes and
that your burges~es signed, it is a direct contradiction to
that part of the agreement it profe~ses to be conformable
to and is so much trouble for not lung hut what appears
e~traordinary to me, along with all the rest of this extra-
ordinary business is, that your Lordship should prepare
or get this enaagement signed after you were appnsed,
both by Mr. Knox's letters and mine to you and Mr.
Usher, that any thing short of the identical paper s~nt
down by Mr. Knox, would not answer. I have nothmg
more to add than to request your Lordship will bring
Mr. Usher up with you directly.

I am, my dear Lord,
Your's most sincerely,

ROB. CROWE.
To the Earl of Beh'idere, ~'c., o/c., lJ'c.

[The Original of this letter is in the Author's possession.]

RESOLUTIONS
In the hand-writing of the Earl of Belvidere, prepared

by him for the Freeholders of the County of fVest-
meath, against a Legislative Union in 1799. His
Lordship afterwards voted for and supported that
measure warmly.

Resolved, That the free and independent Legislature of
Ireland having been unequivocally established, every
measure that tends to encroach on it calls for our im.
plicit disapprobation.

The depending project of a Union with Great Britain,
the appearance of being merely a transfer of the Parlia-
ment is, il~fact, a complete extinction of it; that it is the
duty of Inslunen of every description to come forward,
nud by all constitutional means to resist a scheme so sub-
versive of the real interest, prosperity and dignity of their
country.

That we entert~in too high an opinion of the integrity
of our representahves, to suppose them capable of voting
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away the rights of the people, had a power of such ana.
ture been ever invested in them.

[The Original is ill the Author's possession.]

This transaction between Lord Corm\'allis and Castle-
reagh, and Lord Belvidere and Messrs. Knox and Cr~'Ye,
ought to be one of the most useful lessons to the Bntlsh
nation; there wili be seen, in the sad fate of Ireland, the
means by which their own liberties may be destroyed.

Before the third reading- of the Bill, when it was about
to be reported, Mr. Chal:les Ball, Member for Clog~er,
rose, and, without speaking one word, ll)oked roun~ Im-
pressively, every eye was directed to him, he only pomted
his hand significantly to the bar, and immediately',valke.d
forth, casting a parting look behind him, and turnmg ~lS
eyes to Heavell, as if to illvoke vengeance on the enemieS
of his country. His example was contagious. Those
Anti-Unionists who were in the House immediately fol-
lowed his example, and never returned into that Senate
which had been the glory, the guardian, and the protec-
tion of their country. There was but one scene more,
and the curtain was to drop for ever."

• One of those sin~ular incidents which, thoua;h trivial, occasionally
produce a great sensation, occurred in the progress of the BiIl, on tbe
debate respecting the local representation. From the nature of the sub-
ject and the strong feelings of every party, the slightest incident, ~he
most immaterial word, or unimportant action, was construed into an m-
dication of something momentous. Mr. Charles Ball, the new Memberfor
Clogher, was a most ardent, impetuous, and even furiolls opponent of a
Union, on any terms or under any circumstances. He was a very large.
eager, boisterous, and determined man; he uttered whatever he thought,
and there was no restraining his sentiments. In the midst of the crowd-
ed calfee-room he declared his astonishment, that whilst hundreds of
~etched men every day sacrificed their lives in resisting those w~o
ope.nlyattacked their liberty, there were none who did not at once fld
thelf ~oun.trYof the monsters who were betraying it. "It could be eaSIly
done, Bald he, .. by a few hand-oTenades or shells thrown from the
gallery when your ministerial gentlemen ar~ locked up for a division.

The extra,'agance of the idea excited general merriment; but there
were so.mewho actually conceived the practicability of the scheme. Mr
~l, With affecte~ gravi~y, added, that he had heard such a plan wa3
mtended; and thIS only Increased the previous merriment. The House
p~ntly commenc~d its sitting, and Mr. Secretary Cooke had taken thetalrof Ittee, when suddenly a voice like thunder bur~t from
.. galle , c,r,ow?edto excess; .. Now" (roared the Stentor).
': ... ;take the eMir/-let 1M bloodult assaSSl1l
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The day of extinguishing thi" .liberties. of Ir:l.and had

now arrivcL1. ~llld the SliD took hIS last VlOW of mdcpen-
dent lrcbllCl' he rose liO more O\'er a proud and prosprr0US
nation, sile \~'as IWIV cOlJdeltlned, by, the Bri5is!1 J\Iillister,
to rellOllllce 1[('1' ritllk alllUllC"sttlte ::-ilatr,; oi Lurope, she
was sentenced to c:mc,d her constitution, to disband her
CollllllOns, and disfrandlise her llobilitr, to proclaim her
incapacity, amI register her corruption in the records of
the empire. Oil this fatal event, some, whose hOllesty the

Any att~mpt at description of the ~cene ,youM be unavailing, the
shells' an,l ban,l-grcnaJcs "f l\lr. Ball pres2nted themselns to enry
man's ima:.:ination. All Was terror and confusion; many pressed towards
the ,loors,'but the door-l,eepers had fiec1, and turned the keys to prevent
the escape of the culprit. A few hab fell by accideut from the galle-
ries, whieh w"re in a state of tumnlt. These appeared like bomb-
Rhells to tbe territbl Members; pocket-pistols and swords were upon
the point of lwing prolluceu; every man seemed to expect the bloody
a:~~a."~;n" to rll~ll in hundreds 1ru1n the gallcrit':', }\;() explosion, h()\v-
e\"2r. hl. ,;, : nn a',',F,iw; de"'J'I1:L.,t; anll a scum" in the "allery
\vas 1)'.- all c-'\dalnali\l:l, "\\-t~ h,l\-(, .o..:ccll]'(,d him! \rl'll<l\:e
secured hinl ~" \~rhi~'llL'~:~\;r\',t ~');ilC' r(l]ddti1c('l{) thE' ~l'natIJ)'.o..:. 'fIle ser-
jeant-at-arms now ascended, swod in hand, and w~" flli/owecl by many
or the :\Iembers, whose coara2;e hall been qUIescent till there was a
certainty of no dan:;er. Mr. Denis Brown, as a forlorn hope, was the
first to mount the 2':tller)'. Altcr a ya.hant rcsistance, an Herculean p;en-
tleman wa" fore!J down into the bo:ly of the House, by a huntIred
hards. As ,;oon a- he was efcctualh' secured, all the l\Iembers were
most coma:;eous; H)me l'0mnwild, sC:Inekicb'll him, antl at len"'th he
Vt?5 th~o\Yn Hat Ulhl11 the ilonrl and jirmly piniOl~etL The v..-ho'e l)o\ver
at Parhaml'I.1t. howeyer, cou!,l not lil'olcct}hem hum his eloqul'nce; and
n1o.~t po\n:>rtully dul he 1l:-32hj~ lO!l';l1c. rhe gi,t.;antie appc:1ranc.e of the
man struck e\'cr\' bo ly with a\,:c, anll nOlle but the lawyers had the least
conceptInn that hc "',IS a "II'. ~ii1clalr, one of the most quiet and well-
bel::n'c,l\mri';:'l'.s at rh2 ,,'h,,10 profcs,'ion. He '\'as a respectable, in-
d:'p"nl"ll1. a': I ](11enwnb,',' ot tile [nm Bar, but an enthnsiast against a
l,ll!!)/: .. lL~J;:d il;;1'.'d \\-Jh t1 of the s;:pnc opinions at the house
nl a lneal \VB" \V,(' , a rna:lm~n, bllt \yhose exccllent wine
an,l ""j;\ CDn.['Y'll;"ill h,d ('1":ll:e,) :\Ir. ~"lcbir :'0 wry far above all
(11',':1'1,tha~ !HI:1eclare,1 ill' \';,)ide! hinH,J{, that nig'ht, ill ~p;te of all the
tra.!tdl"~'. Il1a~(' a ~l),~e'::!1 ]1) t:l''\ ILJ!!":" a:l:! g:-~\"(~ thCIIl his full opinion of
t.::e ~:.l:,.\- :n:';1.::llr~: /,l:'.i.~~ S!!OHL_t 1"."\_ t:tlJ'il a'!a_;.n~~tthen1. fIe accof(~ingly
(, PUll J t I th., ,-,u\ h, an',I, In. s', th,~ ~ecretary take the chalr, he
""ld,1 n<l lOll, 'r ("""I:"n hIm.,,']I, antI attempted to !Pap ,loW!1 amO!1'" the
~\[l~nIH~r:-,:, hut ht'l:l:': L':-,tra:n2(1 hv f;OI'nC fric!Hh- 'who \\'ere ,,~itll hi~ he
1~1~!(\.:'~:~1~~~1't t'/ In.:,i;\t,' 111:-1~pj>\'Cl~.a;ld (l)]flil1CtlCf'd ,,'i,th the, most appalling
1,1'" ",Yl "j \I :)ce, h,. ~<lI\("',ve,1 "h'J1l\.1 he the' lale ot the Fnionists.
II., W,lS (',"Dlll1ll1pdtn \~\\':::-atl' hy thc lIouse, and remained there till
t:lt~ ~"';~~f);l eildc':!
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tempter could not destroy, some, whose honour he durst
not assail, and many who could not control the useless
language of indignation, prudent ly withdrew from a scene
where they would ha\"e witnessed only the downfall of
their country. Every precaution was taken by Lord
Clare for the security, at least, of his own person. The
Houses of Parliameilt were closely invested by the mili-
tary no demonstration of popular 'feeling was permitted,
a British regiment, near the entrance, patrolled throug.h
the Ionic colonades, the chaste archit8cture of that claSSIC
structure seemed as a monument to the falling Irish, to
remind them of what they had been, and to tell them what
they were. It was a heart-rending sight to those wl~o
loved their country, it was a sting to those who sold It,
and to those who purchased it, a victory, but to none has
it been a triumph, Thirty-three years of miserable eX-
perience should now convince the British people that
they have gained neither strength, nor aflection, ~or
tranquillity, by their acquisition; and that if popu,latlOn
be the "wealth of nations," Ireland is getting by far too
rich to be governed mnch longer as a pauper.

The British people knew not the true history of the
Union, that the brilliant promises, the predictions of
rapid prosperity, and "consolidatino- resources,"" were ?ut
chimerical. Whilst the finest princlples of the constitutIOn
were sapped to effect the measure EnO'land, by the sub-
ju~ation of her sister kingdom, g;tinecl only an a:cumu-
latlon of debt, an acecssioll of venality to her ParIrament,
an embarr~ssme~lt in her councils, and a prospective d~n-
ger to the mtegnty of the empire. The name of Umon
has been acquired, but the attainment of the substance
has been removed farther than ever.

The Commons House of Parliament on the last evening
afforded the most melancholy example of a fine inde-
pendent people, betrayed divided sold and as a State,
~nnihilated. ,British cle;ks and 'oifice;'s w~re smuggled
mto her Parh~mcnt to vote away the constitution of a
country to whIch they \Vere stnuJO'ers and in which they
had neither interest nor cOllnectiolf. 'fhey were employed
~"Consolidating the strellgtll and resource.~of the Empire" wag
but h ~ereagh's fundamelltal argument on proposing that measure:

e lV~ lo.iig enough to :seethat it had the very contrary operation.
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to cancel the royal charter of the Irish nation, guaranteed
by the British Goverumcnt. sanctioned by the British
lc:gislature, and unequivocally confirmed llY the words,
th(~sign<Jtnre, and the great seal of their monarch,

The sitnation of tlJC Speaker, on that night, was of the
most distressing nature; a sincere and ardent enemy of
the me<1sure, he headed its opponents; he resisted it with
all the power of his mind, the resources of his experience,
his inflnence and his eloquence.

It was, however, through his voice that it was to be pro-
claimed and consummated. His only alternative (resig-
nation) would have been unavailing, and could have added
nothing to his character. His expressive countenance,
bespoke the inquietude of his feeling; solicitude was per-
ceptible in every glance, and his embarrassment was
obvious in every word he uttered.

The galleries were full, but the change was lamentable,
they \H're no lon"er crowded with those who had been
acciJstomed to witncss the cloc[1wnce ancl to anin13te the
debates of that de,'oted assell! bl\'. ct 11101Iutonous and
melancholy murmur ran through'the benches, scarcely a
word was exchanged amongst the members, nobody
seemed at case, no cheerfulness was apparent, and the
ordinary business, for a short time, proceeded in the usual
manner.

At length the expected moment arrived, the order of
the day for the third reading of the Bill, for a "Legislative
Union between Great Britain and Ireland." was moved
by Lord Castlereagh, unvaried, tame, cofdblooded, the
words seemed frozen as they issued from his lips; and, as
if a simple citizen of the world, he seemed to have no
sensation on the subject.

At that moment he had no country, no god but his
ambition; he maue his motion, and resumed his seat, with
the utmost composure and indifl<:rellce.

Confused murmurs ag-ain ran through the Honse, it was
visibly atkcted, every character, in a moment, seemed in-
voluntarily nIshing to its index, some pale, some flushed,
sonw a"itated; there were f"w countenances to which the
heart did not lkspa1ch some nWSSCll"er. Several i\Iem-
bers \\'ithdrcw be1()J"ethe questiou could be repeated, and
an awful momentary silence succeeded their departure.
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The Speaker rose slowly from that chair which had been
the proud source of his hOlloms and of his high character j
101'a moment he reslll11ccl his seat. but the stren::rth of his
mind sustaillccl him in hi,; clllt}', though his strn~ggle\~as
apparent. VVith that dignity whidl !l:'ver Dliled to signahze
his ofiicial actions, he held np the Hill fill" a moment in
silence; he looked steadily arnuml him all the last agony
of the expiring Parliament. He at length repeated, in an
emphatic tone, "as mallY as are of Opillioll tlwt THIS BILL
do pass, say aye." 'rhe am.rmati\~c was languid but in-
disputable, another Illomentary pcHlSCensued, again his
lips seemed to decline their oifiee: at length, with an eye
averted from the object which he hated, he proclaimed,
with a subdued voice, "the A YES have it." The fatal
sentence was now pronounced, for an instant he stood
statue-like; then indignantly, and with disgust, flung the
Bill upon the table, and sunk into his chair with an ex-
hausted spirit. An indepelldcnt country was thus de-
graded into a province, Ireland, as a nation, was EXTIN-
GUISHED.



OF THE IRISH NATION. 46]

ORIGI~AL RED LIST,

Or the JJIembers u:ho voted agninst the Union in 1799, Gnd
1800, with observations.

Those l\ames with a * atfixed to them, are County 1Iembers;
those with at, City J\Iembers; and those with a ~, Borough 1Iembers;
those in Italics CH.tXGED SIDES, amI got either Money or Offices.

15.~ William Blakeney
16." William Burton

12.~ Charles Bushe .

13.t John C. Beresford.

8.' John Bagwell, Jun.
9.t John Ball .

10.t Charlf's Ball
11.t Sir Jonah Barrington.

Arthur Brown

onSER v ATIONS.

1.' Honorable A. Acheson Son to Lord Gosford.
2.' 'Villiam C. Alcock . County'Vexford.
3.* j\Iervyn Archdall . County Fennanagh.
4.~ 'V. H. Armstrong .. Refused all terms from Government.
5.* Sir Rl,hllrd Butler Changed sides. See Black List.
G.' John Bil.'!ll'rll . Changd sides TWIn;. ~€e Black LiE't.
7.~ Peter Burrowes ;\;ow Ju:1!2;Cof the Insolvent Court; a stea

11\- Allti-T-'-llin!li-.:t.
C;ui.ngcd Sides. See Black List.
:Member for Drogheda-incorruptible
Brother to the preceding.
King's Counsel-Judge of the Adrniralty-

rrJnsed all terms.
Afterwards Solicitor General, and Chief Jus-

tice of Ireland-incorruptible.
Seceder/from :\11'. Ponsonbv in 1799. on his

declaratiollof independence. That seces-
sion was fatal to Irelan,].

:\lember for the lTniversity, chrlllf!cd sides
in 1800; \\'0- appointe;l Prime

c

Serjeant
by Loni Castlereagh, through :\11'. Cooke
-of all other, the most open and palpa-
ble ca-e. See Black Li"t.

A Pell,lanu, but oppos"a G,wernment.
Sol,] his B"mll":!,. Carlo\\'. to a Fnionist

(Lord TuHamure,) but remained staunch
himself.

14.

17.' H. Y. Brookl'.
1~.0 Blame\' I\alfollr.
19.~ David Hahhinglon.
20. t Bon. James BUller

21"

Connect ..d with Lord Belmore.
(Now :\br'lui- of Ormonde) l'otrd in 1800

aga/II,t 1/ Cu,),). hut With Gm'ernment
on Lord Corn", motion.

Co1. J. ~raxwell Barry, (Now Lord Farn'ham) nephew tothe Speaker.
3~.r.
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OBSERVATIONS.

CIl([nged sides TWICE, concluded as a Uni""
1St. See Black List.

(Xow Lord Belmore) dismissed from his re
giment hy Lord Cornwallis--a zealous
leader of the Opposition.

A Barrister, hrihed by Lord Castlereagh
See his Letter to Lord Belvidere.

(Xow Lord Leitrim.) .
(Xow Lord Enniskillen) twfortllnatelydrs-

smtcd from JUr. Ponsonhy's :Motion for a
declaration of independence in 1799,
whereby the Union was revived and car.
1'ied.

A General; brother to Lord Cole.

A son of the Judge of the Common Pleas.
Brother.in.law to Mr. Ponsonby; a most

active Anti-Unionist.

Formerly a Banker, father to the late Under.
Secretary ..

Famous for his Doctrine on the Millenmum;
an ENTHUSIASTIC Anti.Unionist.

King's Council, Chairman of KilmainhaID;
offered a Judge's seat, but could not be
purchased, though far from rich.

23.* Viscount Corry

22.9 Will/mY/, Bagwell .

24.t Robert Crowe.

25. * Lord Clements
26. * Lord Cole

40. * Francis Dobbs .

34. t Henry Coddington.
35.~ George Crookshank
36.* Dennis B. Daly

41.t John Egan ..

Chan o'ed sides, and became a Unionist.
See"'EJack List.

30. t lIon. J. Creighton ChangEd sides. See Black List.
31. * Joseph Edward Cooper.
32,t James Cane Changed sides. See Black List.
33. * Lord Caulfield. (Now Earl Charlemont) son to Earl Cha!le.

mont, a principal Leader of the OpposItIon.

27.9 Hon. Lowry Cole
28.* R. Shapland Carew.
29.t lIon. A. Creighton

37.t Noah Dalway.
38,* Richard Dawson.
39.* Arthur Dawson

42. R. L. Edgeworth.
43.t George Evans.
44. * Sir John Freke, Bart., (Now Lord Carberry.)
45. * Frederick Falkiner . Though a distressed person, could not be

. purchased.
46.9 Rt. Hon.J. FItzgerald, Prime Sergeant of Ireland; could not. be

bought, and was dismis."ed from his hIgh
office by Lord Cornwallis' father to JltIr.
Ye"ey Fjtz~era]d. '

47' Wi~liam C. Fortescue, One of ihe three who inconsidemtely opf1O':-'"
(POIsoned by accident.) Fcd Mr. Ponsonby, and thereby carried

the Union.
48.* Rt. Ron. John Foster Speaker; ~cf of the Opposition through-

out thewJiOle contest
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ORSER VATIONS

53.~ William Gore.
54.~ Hamilton Georges.

49.* Hon. Thomas Foster.
50.* Sir 1'. Fetherston,Bart. Changed sides. See Black List.
51.' Arthur French ..• Unfortunately coincidetlwith Mr. Fortescue

in 1799, against Mr. Ponsonby.
52.~ Chichester Fortesctte . King at Arms; brought over in 1800, by

Lord Cas[lereagh; voted both sides; end-
ed a Unionist.

Bought by Lonl Castlereagh in 1800.
A distressed man, but could not be purcha-

sed; father-in. law to Secretary Cooke.

57.t Hans Hamilton
58. t Edward Hardman .
59.~ Francis Hardy ..

60.~ Sir Joseph Hoare..
61.' \Villiam Hoare Hume, \Vicklow County.
62.~ Edward Hoare .. Though very old, and stone blind, attended

all the debates, and sat up all the nights
of debate..

63.~ Bartholomew Hoare. King's Counsel.
6-!.~ Alexander Hamilton. King's Counsel; son to the Baron.
65.~ Hon. A. C. Hamilton.
66.~ Sir F. Hopkin3, Barl Prevailed on to take money to vacate, in

1800, and let in a Unionist.

55.~ Rt. Hon. H. Grattan.
56.~ Thomas GoolLi.. Now Serjeant, brought into Parliament by

the Anti-Unionists .
. Member for Dublin County.
. City of Drogheda; the Speaker's friend.
. Author ofthe Life of Charlemont; brother-

in-law to the Bishop of DoWll-

67.t H. Irwin.
68. * Gilbert King.
69.t Charles King.
70.' Hon. Hobert'King.
71.' Lord Kingshorough
72. Hon. George Knox
n.t Francis Knox .

. (Now Earl Kingston.)

. Brother to Lord Northland; lukewarm.
Vacated his seat for Lord Castlereagh. See

:Mr. Crowe's Letter.
7.P Rt. Hon. Henry King.
75.t 3fajor King .... He opened the Bishop of Clogher'8 Eo-

ron.~h in 1800.
76.~ GlIsta\"lIsLamhert . Brother to Countess Talbot.
77.' David I"ltouche, jnn .. A Banker.
78.9 Roher! L-ltollche .. Ditto.
79.~ J.)hn Lafouche, ~en.. Ditto.
80.~ .Iohn TA'Itollrhr,jUnt.. Ditto.
8!.' Charles Powell Leslie.
82° J.~lwar,lLre '. Member for the County of Waterford;

zealous.
8:q ~irThoma.~Lill;hton,Bt.A Banker.
8ol.' Lor,1 :\raxwrll .. Died Lord Farnham
S5.'Alexanucr 3rontgomery
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OBSERVATIONS.

86.~ Sir J.lVI'Cartney, Bart. Much distressed, but could not be bribed;
nephew, by affinity to the Speaker.

87.~ William nomasMansel,Actually purchased by Lord Castlereagh.
88.~ Stephen ltloore .• Changed sides on Lord Corry's Mollon.

See Debates.

. Now JudO'e of the Common Pleas; a
staunch" Anti-Unionist .

• (Now Earl Llandaff) Tipperary County.

89.~ John Moore .
90. Arthur Moore.

91. * Lord Mathew .
92.~ Thomas Mahon .
93.~ John Metge .
94.~ Ric/w,rd Neville

. Brother to the Baron of the R"{chequer.

. Had been a dismissed treasury officer;
sold his vote to be reinstated; changed
sides. See Black List.

95.~ Thomas Newenham . The Author of various W.orks.on.lreland;
one of the steadiest Antl-Umomsts.

96. * Charles O'Hara .. Sligo County.
97.* Sir Edward O'Brien . Clare County ... , . iseel
98.~ Col. Hugh O'Donnel • A most ardent Antl-UnlOllIst; .~~m

from his regiment of ~ayo mJlltJa.
99.~ James Moore O'Donnel,Killed by Mr. Bingham III a duel.

100.~ Hon. W. O'Callaghan, Brother to Lord Lismore.
101. Henry Osborn ..• Could not be hribed; his hrother was.
102.* Right Hon. Geo. Ogle, Wexford County.
103.9 Joseph Preston . An eccentric character could not be pur'

chased .. tl
104.* John PrestO'n ••• Of Bellintor, was purchased hy a tJ e

(Lord Tara,) and his brother, a Parson.
got a living of £700 a-year.

105.* Rt. Hon. Sir J. Parnell,Chancellor of the E:'l:chequer, dismissed by
Lord Castlereagh; incorruptible.

106.~ Henry Parnell.- .
107.~ W. C. Plnnket •. Now Lord Plunket. See his able speech-
108.* Right Hon. W. B. Pon-

sonhy ••.. Afterwards Lord Ponsonhy.
109.~ J. B. Ponsonhy .. Afterwards Lord Ponsonby.
1l0.~ Major W. Ponsonby. A General, killed at Waterloo.
111.* Rt. Hon. G. Ponsonby, Afterwards Lord Chancellor; died of apo-

_ . plexy.
112. SIr Laurence Parsons, King's County; now Earl of Rosse; made

a remarkably tine speech.
113.~ Richard Power .. Nephew to the Baron of the Exchequer.
114.* Abal Ram .... Changed sides.
115.* Gustavus Rochfort • County Westmeath; sednced by Govetll.

ment, and changed sides in 1800. See
Black.List..u: Sir .Tohn Parnell was one of the lbJ.est supporters of Government of

Ie1d~b ~ B?n has taken a:;siduol1llly a more extensive and deeper
DO 1IIlnu,;e:; ::'fa~~ut m any other point, public or private, baS
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OBSERVATIONS.

See Black I,i8t.
See Ditto.
See Ditto

Changcd SI&S.
Changed sides.
Cfwnged sides.

\Vestmeath.

116.~ John S. Rochfort .. 1'\ephew to the Speaker.
117. Sir Wm. Richardson.
1l8.~ John Reily .. Changed sides. See Black List.
119. William E. I~eily.
120.~ Charles Hu:xto;].
12q William P. Hu:don.
122.* C/n/worthy Bon'ley
12:J.~ William Rou'ley .
12.Q J. Rowley .
125.* Francis Saunderson.
120.* William Smyth
127.* James Stewart.
128.~ lIon. W. J. Skeffington.
129.* Francis Savage.
130.~ Francis Synge.
131.~ Henry Stewart.
132.~ Sir R. St. George, Bart.
133.~ lion. Benj. Stratford. 1'\ow Lord Aldborough; gained by Lord

Castlereagh; changed sides. See Black
List.

13-1.* 1'\athaniel Sneyd.
135.* Thomas Stanlltls . Changed sides, Lord Portarlington's .Mem-

ber. See Black List.
136.0 Robert Shaw. A Banker.
137.~ Ht. Hon. \Vm. Sautin, Afterwards Attorney General; a steady

but calm Anti-Unionist.

;..Iemherfor the County \Yicklow; Colo-
nel of the Kj],lare .Militia, refusea to
vote fnr Government, and was cashier-
~d; could not be purchased.

Fjr:4 \'Otd Il;:alllst the Vnioll; purchased
},\' Lonl Castlereagh; he was Lord
Clare's brother-in-law. See Black List.

(Xow Lord Gort) City Limerick.

).19.• 1'\ichol,,~W~,thy.
150" John Wolfe

143.* Hrm. R. Taylor.
1.t4.~ Charles Vercker
1.t5.~ On'en Wynne.
146." John \Valler.
147.~ F.. D. Wilson.
1.t8.~ Thnm'ls JVhalr!}

13S.~ William Tighe.
139.~ Henry Tighe.
I.tO.~ John Taylor.
141.~ Thomas Townshend.
142.* HOIl. Richard Trench, Voted against the Union in 1799; was

gained by Lord Castlereagh, whose rela-
tive he married, and voted for it in 1800;
was created an Earl, and made an Am-
b<e'sadorto Holland; one of the Vienna
Carvers; and a Dutch Marquess.
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By: the Red and Black Lists (published at the time, the origil1alsbeing
now Jl1 the Author's possession) it is e ['idenl, heyond all contradiction,
that of those who had, in 1799, success/ull y opposed the UnlOn, or bad
declared against it, Lord Castlcrea'2;h, palpably purcha.<ed twellty:fitl
before the second discussion in 1SOO, which made a difference of fifty
votes in favour of government; and it is therefore equally evident, tbat,
by the public and actual brihery 01 those twenty.five members, and not
by any change of opinion in tlie country, or any' fair or honest majority,
1\lr, Pltt and his instruments carrie,l the Union in the Commons Houseof
Parliament; and it is proper the English nation should know accurately
hrnv they have acquired the incumbrance of Ireland in its pre~nt form,
and ,vhat little im partance wa.s set on every principle of the BntJ5hCon-
stitution, in the mil1ll of the same ~Iinister-whom they immedi~teJy ~ter-
wards entrusted with their own liberties, their money, and their natIonal
reputation-everyone of which was more or less sacrificed, or squandered,
during his administration in En~land, and his negociations at VIenna,

The observations annexed to the names in these Lists were, at the
~me, ~ither in actual proof, or sufficiently notorious to have been printed
l~ varIOUS docu,ments at that epoch. As to the HOllse of Lords, the ser-
vile--almost mIraculous-submission with which they surrendered thel;
hereditary prerogatives, honours, rights, and di,gnities, into the bands 0
th~ Lords Clare and Ca.stlereagh, is a sllhject unprecedente? But tbIS
~mg ~nounced for discussion by the Imperial Parliament, m the ens~-
mg seSSlOn, through the interference of Lord Rossmore, &c, &c., no 1I.t
of .the Lords ,is here given, in order not to anticipate that parliamentary
Btn~ture, whlc~ will be, no doubt, more potent and elucidatin~ than any
'WhIch could WIth propriety be made in any other place than m ~hat au-
gust assembly. As the capitulation was disgusting. the diSCUSSIOnmust
be severe,

\

\

\

I
~
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OBSER V ATIOXS.

1. It Aldridge . An Engl ish Clerk in the Secretary's office; no
connection with Irelan,!.

2. Henry Alexander Chairman of 'Vays anll ::\Ieans; cousin of Lonl
Cale,lon; his b"rother made a Bishop; himself
Colonial Secretary at the Cape of Good Hope.

3. Richanl Archdall . Commissioner of the Board of 'Yorks.
4. \Villiam Bailey . Commissioner of Ditto.
5. Rt. Hon. J. Beresford,First Commissioner of Revenue; brother-in-law

to Lord Clare.
6. J. Beresford, jun. Then Purse-bearer to Lord Clare, afterwards a

Parson, and now Lord Decies.
7. 2\farcus Bcresfonl A Colonel in the Army, son to the Bishop, Lord

Clare's nephew.
8. J. Bingham' Crpatt',1 a Peer; l!:ot .£8000 for two seats; and

£ 15,O!JOcornp,'nsation ior Tuam. This gen-
tleman tirst otl~'re,l himself for sale to the
Anti-Fnionist,,; Lord Clanmorris.

9. Joseph II. Blake Ci"eatcrl a Peer-Lord \Vallscourt, &c.
10. :'ir.l. G. Bbckwo()(l,CrCllteri a Peer-Lord Duflerin.
1 \. ~ir .lohn Bbquicrc, l\"umerous Offices and Pensions, and created a

Peer-Lord De Blaquicre.
1" Anthony Botet. Appointe,l Commissioner of the Barrack Board,

.£500 a-war.
] 3. Colonel Burton. Brother to Lord COnYIldlam; a Colonel in the

Arm\". " ,
14. Sir Richard BlItler, Pureh;{scd and changed sides; yoted against

the Fnion in 1799, and for it in ]800. Cash,
]5. Lord Boyle . Son to Lonl ~hannon; they got an immense

slim of money for their seats and Boroughs;
at .£t5,OnO each Borough,

16. RI. Hon. D. Brown, Broth~r to Lor,l Sligo.
17. Stewart Brllce Grnlkrnan (""sher at Dublin Castle; now a

lklflfnf't.
1~. (rl'orge BurJd. ('o:J(llli"inner of a Puhlic Board, £500 per

a:lflllTlL

!l,ttO .

• 'nw ,\ l1th"r of Illi" work \Vn." ,1"\"11,,<1 to learn from :\\r. Bin~ham
what hI'" i'\iM>r!atlon~ tr()n~ (;oypmmpnt jor,hls s{'at~ \\o'Pr<'~ he propost'd ..
!' tah:t' fr')10 the (lppn<':ji!n!l ,c~nnn for hi'" two seat8 ior Tuam, and
"''? ",' rhf' i'n;on r;t1H'rnn1ent aftpn\'ar,!:"{ :hided a Pee raze and
,(' I :,.Plld tdr t111' Bpj"'\lUh .
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22.
23.
24.
25.

41. James Cuffe.

20. Ad1wi' Bi'own

31. General Cradock

OBSERVATIOXS.

C!ianged sides and principles, and was appoint.
e.] Serjeant; in 1799 opposed the Uillon, and
suppoi.tecl it in 1800; he \..-as Senior Fellow
of Dublin Lniversit\,; lost his seat the ensu-
ing election, and dicJ ..

21. -- Bagteell, sen. Changed tn'ice; got half the patronage of Tip- v

perary; his son a Dean, &c. &c.
-- Bagwell, Jun. Ditto, got the Tipperary Regiment, &c.
William Bagwell His brother.
Lord CastlereaO'h The Irish Minister.
George Cavendish. Secretary to the Treasury during pleasure; son

to Sir Henry.
26. Sir H. Cavendish Receiver General during pleasure; deeply in-

debted to the Crown.
Placed in office after the Union
Henegaded, and got a pension.
A Commission of Bankrupts under Lord Clare;

made a City Magistrate.
Renegaded; got a Hegiment, and the patronage

of his county.
Returned by Government; much military rank;

now Lord Howden.
A regiment and the patronage of Kerry, jointly;

seconded the Address.
Under Secretary at the Castle.
Obtained a Hegiment (which \vas taken from

Colonel \Vharburton) patronage of Queen's
County, and a Peerage, (Lord Castlecoote)
and c£7,500 in cash for h lS interest at the
Borough of Maryborough, in which, in fae!, It
was pro ved before the Commissioners that
the Author of this work had more interest
than his Lordship ..

Appointed Chancellor of the Exchequer, on dis-
missal of Sir John Parnell.

Privately brought over by ca"h.

27. Sir It. Chinnery
28. James Cane.
29. Thomas Casey .

30. Colonel C. Cope

3" James Crosby .

33. Edward Cooke.
34. Charles II. Coote

35. Rt. Hon. 1. Corry

36. Sir J. Cotter.
37. Richard Cotter .
38. Hon. H. CreiO'hton I
39. Hon. J. Creighton lRenegaded (see Red List) privately purcha-<ed.
40. 'V. A. Crosbie .. Comptroller to the Lord Lieutenant's House-

hold.
Natural son to :l\Ir. Cuffe of the Board of 'Works.

his father created Lord Trrawl\'.
Heturned [or l\Iaryoorou~h 'oy the united influ.

ence of LOf.1 Ca .....tlecoote ant! Government, to
keep out l\Ir. Barrington; gained the election
by only Olle.

Secretary at the Castle
A Regiment.

42. General Dunne.

43. William Elliot.
44. General Eustace
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49. Luke Fox .

60. 'V m. Handcock
(Athlone)

51. J. Galbraith.
52. Henry D. Grady'
53. Richard Hare

61. John Hobson
62. Col. G. Jackson
63. Denham Jephson
64. Hon. G. Jocelyn

6.5. 'Yilliam Joncs.
66. Theophilus Jones Collector of Dublin
67. l\Iajor Gen. Jackson, A Regiment.
68. 'Villiam Johnson . Returncd to Parliament by Lord Castlereagh, 38

he himseli declared, "to put an end to it;"
appointe.! a Judge since.

69. Robert Johnson. Secedc,! from his patron, Lord Downshire, and
wa. appointe!l a Judge .

• This gentleman. the Author kncw to be entirely indisposed to a
Union, hut Jweul,ar Clrcum,tanecs prevented him impentivf'lv but hon-
ourahly from following hig own impre",,,ion. The Author' communi-
cated 10 Mr. GeOTl<ePonsonby these causes, a~ he thought it but justice
to )lr. Grady, who, on f!OIUe occasiong, did not conceal his sentiments,
all'! actcd fairly.

OBSERVATIONS.

45. Lord C. Fitzgerald, Duke of Leinster's brother; a Pension and a
Peerage; a Sea Officerof no repute.

46. Rt. Hon. W. Fitzgerald ...
47. Sir C. Fortescue . Renegaded (see Red LIst) Officer,KmgatArms.
48. A. Fergusson . Got a place at the Barrack Board, £500 a year,

and a Baronetcy.
Appointe,l Judge of Common Pleas; nephew

by marriage to Lord Ely.
50. 'William Fortescue Got a secret Pension, out of a fund (£3,000 a

year) entrusted by Parliament to the Irish
Government, solely to reward Mr. Reynolds,
Cope, &c. &c., and those who informed
against rebels.

Lord Abercorn's Attorney; got a Baronetage.
First Counsel to the Commissioners.
Put two members into Parliament, and was

created Lord Ennismore for their votes.
54. William Hare . His son.
55. Col. B. Henniker . A regiment, and paid £3,500 for his Seat by

the Commissioners of Compensation.
56. Pet<?rHolmes .. A Commissioner of Stamps.
57. George Hatton .. Appointed Commissioner of Stamps.
58. Hon. J. Hutchinson, A General-Lord Hutchinson.
59. Hugh Howard .. Lord Wicklow's brother, made Postmaster Gen-

eral.
An extraordinary instance; he made and sang

songs against the Union in 1799, at a public
dinner of the Opposition, and made and sang
songs for it in 1800; he got a Peerage.

Appointed Storekeeper at the Castle Ordnance.
A Regiment.
l\Iaster of Horse to the Lord Lieutenant.
Promotion in the Army, and his brother conse-

crated Bishop of Lismore.

40
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70. John Keane.
71. James Kearny

72. Henry Kemmis .
73. William Knot .

7-to Andrew Knox.
75. Colonel Keatinge.
76. Right Hon. Sir H.

Langrishe

77. T. Lingray, sen.

78. T. Lindsay, jun.

79. J. Longfield .
80. Capt. j. Longfield

81. Lord Loftus.

82. General Lake

RISE A.XD FALL.

OBSERVATIONS.

A Rene~ade; g'ot a Pension; See Red List.
Hctarned h,' L~)rdClifton being his Attorney;

g'ot an oftice.
5011to the Crown Solicitor.
Appointed a Commissioner of Appeals £800 a

year.

A Commissioner of the Revenue, received
£ 15,UOO cash for his patronage at Knoeto-
p~~ . ~

Commissioner of Stamps, pilld £1,500 for
patrolw..~e..

. Usher at the Castle, paid £1,500 for h18 pat
ronage.

. Created a Peer; Lord Longueville..

. Appointed to the office of ~hIp ~ntnes of Dub-
jin taken from Sir Jonah Barnngton.

. Son to Lord El y, Postmaster General; got
£30,000 for their Boroughs, and createdan
Eng'lish Marquis ...

. An Englishman (no connection wIth Ireland,)
returned hy Lord Castlereagh, solely to vote
for the Union.

83. Right. Hon. David
Latouche. Lord

84. General Loftus .. A General; got a Regiment; cousin to
Ely.

85. Francis M'Namara, Cash, and a private Pension, paid by LordCas-
tlereagh.

86. Ross Mabon . Several appointments and places by Govern-
ment.

87. Richard Martin . Commissioner of Stamps.
88. Right Hon. Monk

Mason ... A Commissioner of Revenue.
89. H. D. Massy .. Received £4,000 cash.
90. Thomas Mahon.
91. A. E. M'Naghten. Appointed a Lord of the Treasury. &c.
92. Stephen Moore .. A PoRtmasterat will.
9ir. N. M. Moore.
94. Right Hon. Lodge

. Morris ... Created a Peer.
95. Slf R. Musgrave . Appointed Receiver of tbe Customs £1,200 a

year.
96. James M'Cleland . A Barrister-appointed. Solicitor General, and
97 CoL. tben. a ,Baron of the R"\:chequer.

. •C. M ~el. CommlSSlOnerof Imprest Accounts• .£500 per
''''''~ annum ..
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Appointed Attorney General, and created a Ba-
ronet.

. An office in the Court of Chancery, £500 a
year; his brother Crown Solicitor.

A 'Peerage.
Gentleman Usher at the Castle.

115. William Smith
116. H. M. Sandford
117. Edmond Stanley
118. John Staples.
119. John Stewart .

110. Sir Richard Quin,
111. Sir Boyle Roche
112. R. Rutledge..
113. Hon. C. Rowley. Renegaded, and appointed to officeby Lord Cas-

tlereag;h.
114. Hon.H. Skeffington,Clerk 01 the Paper Office of the Castle, and

£7,500 for his patronage.
. A Barrister; appointed a Baron of Exchequer.

Created a Peer; Lord Mount Sandford.
Appointed Commissioner of Accounts.

OBSER VATIONS.

98 Richard Magenness, Commissioner of Imprest Accounts, £500 per
annum.

99. Thomas Nesbit . A Pensioner at will.
100. Sir W. G. New- Bought (see Memoir ante,) and a Peerage for

comen, Bart. his wife..
r 01. Richard Neville . Renegaded; reinstated as Teller of the Exche-

quer.
102. William Odell . A Regiment, and Lord of the Treasury.
103. Charles Osborne . A Barrister; appointed a Judge of the King's

Bench.
104. C. M. Ormsby Appointed First Council Commissioner.
105. Adm!.Pakenham, Master of.the Ordinance.
106. Co!. Pakenham . A Regiment; killed at New Orleans.
107. H. S. Prittie . A Peerage-Lord Dunalley.
108. R Pennefather .
109. T. Prendergast

120. John Stratton.
J 21. Hon. B. Stratford, Renegaded to get £7,500, his half of the com-

pensation for Baltinglass.
122. HOIl. J. Stratford, Paymaster of Foreign Forces, £1,300 a-year,

amI c£7,500 for Baltinglass.
123. Richard Sharkey. An obscure Barrister; appointed a County

Judge.
124. Thomas Stann us, Renegaded.
125. J. Savage.
126. Rt. Hon. J. Toler, Attorney General; his wife, an old woman,

created a Peeress; himself made chief Jus-
tice, and a Peer.

127. Frederick Trench, Appointed a Commissioner of the Board of
\\'or[;s.

128. Hon. R. Trench A Barrister; created a Peer, and made an Am-
ba.'!sador. See Red List.

129. Charles Trench His brother; appointed Commissioner of Inland
"'avi~tion-a new office created by Lord
Cornwallis, for rewards.
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130. Richard Talbot.
131. P. Tottenham . Compensation for patronage; cousin, andpoliti.

cally connected with Lord Ely.
132. Lord Tyrone .. 104 offices in the gift of his family; proposed

the Union in Parliament, by a speechwntten
in the crown of his hat.

133. Chas. Tottenham, In office.
134. -- Townsend. A Commissioner.
135. Robert Tighe .. Commissioner of Barracks.
136. Holmrt Uniack . A Commissioner; connected with LordClare.
137. James Verner .. Called the Prince of Orange.
138. J. O. Vandeleur . Commissioner of the Revenue; his brothera

Judge.
139. Colonel Wemyss. Collector of Kilkenny.
140. Henry Westenraw, Father of Lord Rossmore, who is of the very

reverse of his father's politics.

THE END

8tel'eOtyped by VinC'dDtL. DiU..
8'lUl Building, N. Y.
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